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AELIAN 


ON THE CHARACTERISTICS 
OF ANIMALS 


BOOK VI 


J. Men have need of the spoken word to stimulate 
and persuade them to be good, to banish cowardice, 
to gather courage: athletes, with a view to running ; 


soldiers, with a view to fighting. Animals however Animal 
; @ 
need no extraneous encouragement but stimulate Cs 


their prowess for themselves and rouse and incite 
themselves. For instance, the Boar when intending 
to do battle, whets his tusks on smooth rocks. 
Homer, you know, gives clear evidence touching the 
animal [/7. 18. 471]. Further, the Lion rouses him- 
self by lashing himself with his tail and allows no 
idling and no repose. And this the poet knew when 
he spoke of the Lion [J/. 20. 170]. And Elephants 
inflame themselves for the fight, whenever the occa- 
sion arises, by beating themselves with their trunk : 
they need no one to sing to them and say ‘ This is no 
time for sitting still or for delaying’ [Bacc. fr. 11 
Jebb], still less do they wait for the poems of Tyr- 
taeus. 


other place and becomes his own trainer and prac- 
tises every method of fighting, scattering the dust 
over himself and rubbing his horns against tree- 


“~ ~ fa 
2 Reiske: mpocavarpiBwv xal Onredv Body amexdpevos. 
II 
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TayKpaTiacTHs Kal KUvas ef mote &fSe pouyvupe- 
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axdhactov jKovoe Kat afpodioiwy, eEavacrds 
amnMdrrero. dvOpdrous 8é dyras moiety todra 
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Kat KAdovs petadayelv, ob mévu re 4 Gavpaordv: 
Tavpw Sé viKdvr. rabpov dvrimadov rota peev 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 1-2 


trunks and fitting himself in other ways to display his 
strength, and particularly abstaining from sexual acts 
and living continently like Iccus of Tarentum, whom 
Plato the son of Ariston celebrates [Legg. 8. 839 E] as 
refraining from all sexual commerce during the entire 

eriod of the Games. Now to Iccus, who was a man 
and who loved the Olympic and Pythian games and who 
understood what glory was and who longed for fame, 
it was no great matter to restrain himself and to spend 
the nights continently. For to him the prizes meant 
glory—the wild olive of Olympia, the Isthmian pine, 
and the Pythian laurel, admiration in his lifetime, and 
after death an honoured name. Again, the harper 
Amoebeus, I am told, married a woman of surpassing 
beauty but had no intercourse with her when he was 
going to the theatre in order to compete there. And 
Diogenes the actor in tragedies eschewed absolutely 
all licentious unions. And Clitomachus the pancra- 
tiast, if ever he saw dogs coupling, would turn away ; 
and if at a wine party he heard some licentious and. 
bawdy story, would get up and leave. There is 
nothing surprising that being men they should be- 
have so, either in order to make money or to achieve 
renown andfame. But, O son of Ariston, when a bull 
overcomes his adversary, what proclamation cpanaes 
ces his victory, and what prizes do men award him: 


9. Brute beasts are in the habit of not molesting 
their companions and of frequently sparing them. 


For instance, I have heard the following story. A 


hunter had a Leopard which he had tamed from its 
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earliest days and which he loved and tended assidu- 
ously as though it were his friend or darling. Now 
he brought a kid and gave it to the Leopard alive, 
thinking to provide it at once with food and with the 
leasure of tearing the kid to pieces, and supposing 
that it would refuse to eat dead meat. In fact when 
the kid was brought the Leopard controlled itself: 
being full-fed it needed to abstain from food. And 
jt did the same on the second day, for it still needed 
the medicine of starvation. But when the third day 
came it began to grow hungry and, as usual, showed 
that it was by the sound of its voice; for all that, it 
still would not touch the kid which had been its 
friend for two days, but left it alone, though it 
accepted another one. 
Men however have betrayed even their brothers 
and their parents and old friends; there have been 
many and frequent cases. 


8. I have described in some earlier passage ? how The Bear 


the Bear produces some shapeless flesh and then licks 
it into shape and, so to say, moulds it. But what I 
have not already mentioned I will mention now, and 
this is a suitable occasion. 
time, and having done so, hibernates; and as it 
dreads the frosts it awaits the coming of spring, and 
would never bring its cubs out until three full months 
have passed. But when it perceives that it is preg- 
nant it dreads this as though it were some sickness, 
and seeks for alair. (Hence the Beayr’s hibernation is 
called its ‘lair period.’) Then it enters, not on its 
feet but lying down, thus effacing its tracks for those 
who hunt it, for it drags itself along onits back. And 


@ See 2. 19, 
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It gives birth in the winter — 





AA Ae A RP LA pl bet itl tebe techenini eterna teed aie 
. cw arene ‘i 


AAA BREAD CR LITTLE CESAR EEE AT LII LENE SALES LY UTE CREE R A SECA Li chit AMAR VENTE hy 
it ge Sh alee ee a eon 


Serisccipae bs Wend a cee 


ignated 


t 
s 
BS 
& 


3 ea etetee 


AELIAN 


, \ 4 4 4 4 e ~ \ ~ 
xaler, Kal tpdmov tid, tiv ew pwG, Kat Spa 
TeTTapaKovTa jpepOv adrd. Kal Aéyes pev ’Apio- 
ToTeAns Ore dpa dis éxrd hucpdv axivnros pévee 


\ > “A “~ 4 a 7 4 
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Axpdoba. é« 8€ THs ourrigews TAS dyav 
OvvenTUKTaL TO evTEpov abr Kai owvhABev. Srep 
cidvia, Srav mpoéAPn, Tod Kadovpevov dpov tod 
ayptov éobie 7d S5é dpa dvaddes dv duioTHOW 
QUT TO evTEpov, Kat edptver adrd, Kal dmodaiver 
Tpopys dexricdv. Grav dé ad mddw F meTrAn- 
pwuern, pupyjxwv €obler, Kal xevobras pdora. 
Kevwoers prev On duoicat rav dpxrwv Kal mAnpo- 
ces és déov) cipnyrat por pire larpdv PYTE 
ovyKpaparov,” @ dvOpwmot, Sedpuevar. a 


4. Ot dpaxovres Grav dmdpas uéhAwor yedecdar, 
Ths muxpidos Kadovpevyns podoto. tov drdv- 
ovivnot dé dpa atrods atrn mpds 76 py dvons. 


twos bromipmAacba. pwédAdovres Sé Twa eNoydy 


) dvOpwrov 7) Ofpa, tas Oavarndédpovs pilas 
eabiovet Kal Tas méas pévroe Tas Tovadras. ovie 
mv Se dpa otdé “Ounpos adrav ris Tpophs 
apabis. Ayer yotv dmws dvSpa*® péver TEept TOV 
dwrcov eihodpevos, mpoeumAnabels oitiwv mov 
pappaKkwo@v Kat Kakav. 


5. Oc eAadoe 7a. xeépara dmoBaddvres éodvovrast 
mapeAbdvres és tas Adypas, Tods emdvras odiou 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 3-5 


having entered, it rests, and in some way reduces its 
figure; and this it does for forty days. Aristotle 
however says [£74 600 b 2] that the Bear remains 
motionless and does not stir for fourteen days, and 
for the remainder she just turns. So she passes the 
entire forty days without food or nourishment: it is 
enough for her to lick her right paw. And owing to 
excessive colliquescence her intestines become wrink- 
ledup andcompressed. Knowing this, as soon as she 
emerges she eats some of the plant called ‘ wild 
arum ’;% and as this induces flatulence, it opens up 
her gut, widens it, and renders it capable of admitting 
food. And when she has filled herself out once more, 
she eats some ants and obtains an easy evacuation. 
J have now sufficiently described how Bears empty 
and fill their bodies by natural means without any 
need, my fellow men, of doctors or of concoctions. 


4, When Snakes intend to eat fruit they swallow ry. Snake, 
the juice of the herb called picris.® It helps to pre- vee 
vent them from ‘being filled with wind. And when 
they intend to lie in wait for a human being or an 
animal, they eat poisonous roots and herbs too of the 
same description. So it seems that Homer too was 
aware of what they ate. For instance, he tells [J/. 

93. 93] how a Snake waits for a man, lying coiled up 
near its lurking-place, after it has taken its fill of 
much poisonous, deadly provender. 


5. When Deer have cast their antlers they go and The Stag 





- and its 
hide in coverts and so protect themselves against at~ antlers 
@ Cuckoo-pint. ® See 1.35 2. 
3 Valck: ava. 4 Cobet: éodvv- Mss H. 
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7. “Ev 7H Atydrrw rept tiv Aipyny THY Kadov- 
pevnv Moipisos,* érov Kpoxoditwy méXis, xopavys 
Tagos OeiKvuTat, Kal TY aitiay exeivyv Aiydarwoi 
gact. 7TH Baowe? 7 tTHv Aiyurriwy (Madpys Sé 
otros éxadciro) Hv Kopwvys Opeupa wav Huepor, 
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Garrov éxouilev arn, Kat qv ayyéhwv a@kiorn, 
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2 Gill: tardatus. 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 5-7 


tackers; and rightly so, for as they are without 
means of self-defence they are convinced that they 
have for the time being lost their strength. It is said 
also that, while the stumps are still fresh and before 
they have hardened and the young horns, called 
chondrot, have begun to form, they take care that 
the sun’s rays shall not fall upon them and cause the 
flesh to putrefy. 


6. When Horses march to battle they become sus- the Horse 
icious at having to jump trenches, at having to leap ™ battle 


over pits and to pass through stakes and palisades and 
the like. And one finds Homer saying about such 


"matters [J7. 12. 49] 


‘Thus Hector passing through the throng im- 
plored his comrades, urging them to cross the 
trench. But even his swift horses dared not, but 
neighed loudly as they stood upon the sheer brink, 
for the yawning trench dismayed them, not easy to 
leap from close up, nor to cross.’ 


7. In Egypt near the lake Moeris as it is called, the crow of 


where is Crocodilopolis, the tomb of a Crow is 
pointed out. The Egyptians give the following 
reason. The King of Egypt (Mares? was his name) 
possessed a remarkable Crow which was quite tame. 
Any despatches that he wished to have delivered any- 
where this Crow would speedily carry ; and it was the 
swiftest of messengers: having heard its destination, 
it knew where it must direct its flight to, which spot 
it must pass, and where it must pause on arrival. In 

¢ Mares (or Marres) is the Greek form of ‘ Moeris’, the 


nickname given to King Amenemhet IIIT; see Hdt. 2. 101 with 
How-—Wells’s note. 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 7-10 


reward for these services Mares honoured it when 
dead with a monument and a tomb. 7 


8, Every animal has a special word to denote the Thecare 


care spent on its upbringing. For example, one 
might speak of the ‘breaking in’ of horses, the 
‘rearing’ of hounds, the ‘grooming’ of elephants, 
the ‘rearing ’ of lions, the ‘ rearing’ of birds, and 
so forth. 


9, Now here the Bear shows its clever tricks. If it 
is pursued together with its cubs it pushes them along 
in front as far as itis able. But when it realises that 
they are exhausted, it carries one on its back and 
another in its mouth, then laying hold of a tree, climbs 
up. And one cub clings to its back with its claws, 
while the other is carried in the teeth of the Bear as 
it mounts. If when famished it comes across a bull, 
it does not engage in a straightforward battle of 
strength, but wrestles with it and seizing its neck 
brings it down and tightens its clench. And while 
the bull is being crushed it bellows, until at last 
it gives up and lies dead; and the Bear takes-its 
fill. 


10 (i). Here is further evidence to show that ani- 
mals are apt at learning. Under the Ptolemies the 
Egyptians taught baboons their letters, how to dance, 
how to play the flute and the harp. And a baboon 
would demand money for these accomplishments, and 
would put what was given him into a bag which he 
carried attached to his person, just like professional 
beggars. It has long been noised abroad that the 
people of Sybaris have even taught horses how to 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 10-11 


dance. Of the ease with which elephants can be 
induced to learn I have spoken above.? Now dogs 
are capable of managing household affairs for those 
who have trained them, and for a poor man it is 
enough to have a dog as slave. There are after all 
people who are without slaves even of this kind, 
among the Arabs for instance the Troglodytes, among 
the Libyans the Nomads, and among the Ethiopians 
all the lake-dwellers, people who have never learnt 
to eat anything other than fish. 

(ii). Animals retain the memory of their experi- 
ences and have no need of those mnemonic systems 
devised by Simonides, by Hippias, and by Theodectes, 
or by any other of those who have been extolled for 
their profession and their skill in this matter. For 
instance, a cow goes to the spot where her calf was 
taken from her and mourns for it, lowing as is her 
wont. Some oxen too when about to be yoked ex- 
press their pleasure, others draw back. Anda horse 
on hearing the clash of curb-chain and the clang of 
bit, and seeing chest-plates and frontlets, begins’ to 
snort and makes his hoofs ring as he prances, and is 
in an ecstasy. And the shouting of the stablemen 
stimulates him and he pricks up his ears and dilates 
his nostrils as he remembers his galloping and yearns 
irresistibly for his wonted exercise. 


11. The Deer produces its young by the roadside 
and appears to do so from a wise precaution, because 
it dreads wild beasts and their designs, but has no 
fear of human beings: it knows full well that it is 
weaker than the former, but has no doubt that it can 
escape from the latter. But when it has grown fat it 


* See 16, 23. ’ See 2.11. 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 11-14 


would no longer give birth by the roadside, for it 
knows that it is too sluggish to run, and so it brings 
forth its young in glens, in thickets, and in ravines. 


12. The Land Tortoise after eating some mar] oram Lia and 
treats a viper with contempt. But ifit lacks marjoram 
it arms itself against its enemy by consuming some 
rue. If however it fails to find either, it is killed. 


. The Deer (so I am told) is content with what The Deer, 
is eee it and ee no aes wants, but is more ate teueethy 
frugal than man in its appetite. For instance, in 
the neighbourhood of the Hellespont there is a hill 
pastured by Deer, which have one of their ears cleft, 
and they do not stray beyond this hill, do not want 
strange food, desire no other meadows from any need 
ofa larger amount of grass; so what is at hand is . 
enough for them the whole year round. What have 
you, O men, to say to this, you whom | 


‘not even all the wealth contained within the - 


Archer’s * threshold of stone ’ [Hom. Jl. 9. 404] 
would satisfy until the day of death? 


14, The Hyena, according to Aristotle,’ has in its The Hyena, 
left paw the power of sending to sleep and can with powers 
a mere touch induce torpor. For instance, it often 
visits stables, and when it finds any creature asleep 
it creeps softly up and puts what you might call its 
sleep-inducing paw upon the creature's nose, and it 
is suffocated and overpowered. Meantime the 


Hyena scoops out the earth beneath the head to such 


¢ Apollo. 
> Not in any extant work; fr. 321 (Rose, p. 347). 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 14-15 


depth as makes the head bend back into the hole, 


‘Jeaving the throat uppermost and exposed. There- 


upon it fastens on to the animal, throttles it, and 
carries it off to its lair. And it attacks dogs in the 
following manner. When the moon’s disc is s full, the 
Hyena gets the rays behind it and casts its own 
aoe upon the dogs and at once reduces them to 
silence, and having bewitched them, as sorceresses do, 
it then carries them off tongue-tied and thereafter 
puts them to such use as it pleases. 


15. The story of a Dolphin’s love for a beautiful 
boy at Iassus 4 has long been celebrated, and J] am 
determined not to leave it unrecorded; it shall 
accordingly be told. 

The gymnasium at Iassus is situated close to the 
sea, and after their running and their wrestling the 

ouths in accordance with an ancient custom go 
down there and wash themselves. Now while they 
were swimming about, a Dolphin fell passionately in 
love with a boy of remarkable beauty. At first when 
it approached, it frightened the boy and completely 
scared him; later on however, through constant 
meeting, it even led the boy to conceive a warm 
friendship and kindly feelings towards it. For in- 
stance, they began to sport with one another: ; and 
sometimes they would compete, swimming side by 
side in rivalry, sometimes the boy would mount, like 
a rider on a horse, and be carried proudly along on 
the back of his lover. And to the people of Iassus 
and to strangers the event seemed marvellous. For 


4 Town on SW coast of Caria. 





27 


Dolphin and 
boy at Iassus 





AELIAN 


? >. “ “~ / 1 3 id “~ 
pépwv. ert mActorov tis Yaddrrns Kal és dcov TH 


ol Ss 3 4 an ~ 1 > e ‘4 
mate etyev dyoupevm Kadds'! cita dbaéorpedev 
A s ~ > o~ , \ > f 
Kat hye tot aiyiadod mAnciov, Kat addAjAwv 
/ € \ > \ f ¢ 4 3. A 
dtadvépevot 6 pev €s TO TéAayos, 6 bé €s TO 
3 “~ 3 / ? / 4 ¢ \ 3 4 
oixela eraviecav. amyvra de 6 SeAdis és tov 
4 fa ~ , > ? ~ 
Kaipov THs TOV yupvaciwy adécews, GO TE Tals 
Gg ”~ / ~ ~ i ~ 
HOETO TH mMpoodsoKia TH Tot pidov Kat TH ody 
Fos ”~ nw 7 “ ~ 
atvT® matdiG, Kal mpos TO KadAAce TH GvotKxd 
mepipAenros Hv, ola SHov py povov Tots avOpw- 
“ > ~ 
wots, aAAd Kat Tots addyots SoK@v wpatdraros. 
: 1 8 
od pévToL PETA paKpov Kal OvTOS 6 aVvTépws ? 
qTTHOn tod dUdvov. ETvye yotv oO mats mdAciw 
VULVACELEVOS, KAL KAPLWY EaUTOV TH GYOOPTL KATA. 
4 7 > f / la : ¢ *~ 
Thv yaorepa emPadrer, Kat mws EeTvyey 7 TOO 
~ 5 a 
Cov axavla 1» Kara tod vwrov opty otoa, Kal 
~ e ? \ > d r 4 ”~ So +f pa :B 
7) Wpaiw Tov oudadov Kevret. eita tives dAéeBes 
/ \ ? 4 €¢ vx 
DToppHyvuvTat, Kal aluaTos EemerTa por ToAAy, 
“A “~ 3 / Ov 
Kat 6 wats evTadla amolvioKe. omep ovv 6 
\ ? 3 ~ f 3 ‘4 
deAdis avvatofouevos €x Tod Bdpous (eméKesto 
/ ~ 4 \ raw 
yap od ovvyifws Kotdos, are py TO mvedpare 
e 4 3 / A ? ~ > 
eavrov eAadpilwy) Kat Geacdwevos moppupoiv ex 
Tob aiwaros To méAwyos, TO mpaylev ovrqKev Kal 
emtPi@vat Tots matdiKots ovK €ToAunce. moAAq 
Towuv TH pvun® xpynodpevos, worrep otv pdbtov 4 
/ > ¢ h} ? ‘ ? aA 4 ¢ 4 5 
oKagos, «ita eavTov es Tovs atytadovs EéKaw 
> 
eféBpace, Kal TOV vexpov avveEHveyKE, KaL ExeEwTO 
+ ¢ \ 7 c \ ~ f 
adw o pev tTeOveds, 0 Sé€ vyoppayav. Adios 
1 Schn: xahds eis roaodrov. 2 avrepav. 
8 Jac: popn. 4 “Podiwy. —§ axe. 


28 





a aoe eo iD Si SU SEALS SEO SII SSIES SSD eS SG itl tn te ANT SLL EEE ROSSER URED IESE OB OB IRS 








Me EL ee sale 


EN 
py 
a 

St 
aN 
Se 

Ki 
at 
= 

S 


ON ANIMALS, VI, 15 


the Dolphin would go a long way out to sea with its 
darling on its back and as far as it pleased its rider; 
then it would turn and bring. him close to the beach, 
and they would part company and return, the Dol- 
phin to the open sea, the boy to his home. And the 
Dolphin used to appear at the hour when the gym- 
nasium was dismissed, and the boy was delighted to 
find his friend expecting him and to play together. 
And besides his natural beauty, this too made him 
the admired of all, namely that not only men but 
even dumb animals thought him a boy of surpassing 
loveliness. 

In a little while however even this mutual affection 
was destroyed by Envy.* Thus, it happened that 
the boy exercised himself too vigorously, and in an 
exhausted state threw himself belly downwards on to 
his mount, and as the spike on the Dolphin’s dorsal 
fin chanced to be erect it pierced the beautiful boy’s 
navel. Whereupon certain veins were severed; 
there followed a gush of blood; and presently the 
boy died. The Dolphin perceiving this from the 
weight—for the boy lay heavier than usual, as he 
could not lighten himself by breathing—and seeing 
the surface of the water crimson with blood, realised 
what had happened and could not bear to survive its 
darling. And so with all the gathered force of a ship 
dashing through the waves it made its way to the 
beach and deliberately cast itself upon the shore, 
bringing the dead body withit. And there they both 
lay, the boy already dead, the Dolphin breathing its 
last. (But Laius,? my good Euripides, did not act 


@ Te. divine envy; cp. Soph. Ph. 776. 
> Laius, King of Thebes, loved Chrysippus, the son of 
Pelops. See Nauck TGF p. 632. 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 15-17 


goin the case of Chrysippus, although, as you yourself 


and the common report tell me, he was the first among 
the Greeks to inaugurate the love of boys.) And 
the people of Iassus to requite the ardent friendship 
between the pair built one common tomb for the 
peautiful youth and the amorous Dolphin, with a 
monument at the head. It was a handsome boy 
yiding upon a Dolphin. And the inhabitants struck 
coins of silver and of bronze and stamped them with a 
device showing the fate of the pair, and they com- 
memorated them by way of homage to the operation 
of the god * who was so powerful. 

And I learn that at Alexandria also, in the reign of 
Ptolemy II,? a Dolphin was similarly enamoured; at 
Puteoli also, in Italy. So, had these facts been 
known to Herodotus, I think they would have sur- 
prised him no less than what happened to Arion of 
Methymna.° , 


16. Dogs, oxen, swine, goats, snakes, and other Prophetic 
animals have a presentiment of an impending famine ; benef 


they are the first too to know when a pestilence or an 
earthquake is approaching. They can foretell fair 
weather and the fertility of the crops. Though de- 
void of reason, which can be a man’s salvation or his 
destruction, they are not mistaken at any rate in the 
matters mentioned above. 


17. In the country of those known as Judaeans or Serpent in 


Edomites the natives of the time of Herod the King gi 
used to tell of a Serpent of enormous size being 


@ The God of Love. 
» Ptolemy II, Philadelphus, 308-246 z.c. 
¢ See Hdt. 1. 23-4. 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 17-18 


d of a lovely girl: he used to visit her and 


enamoure 
later even slept with her like an ardent lover. Now 
the girl was terrified of her lover, although he slid up 


to her as softly and gently as he could. So she 
escaped from him and remained away for a month, 
supposing that the Serpent in consequence of his 
darling’s absence would forget her. But loneliness 
augmented his misery, and every day and night he 
used to haunt the place. Since however he did not 
fnd the object of his desire, he too felt all the pains 
of 2 disappointed lover. But when the girl came back 
once more, hé arrived and, encircling her with the rest 
of his body, with his tail gently lashed her legs, pre- 
sumably in anger at finding himself despised. So 
he@ that is above even Zeus himself and the other 

ods does not overlook even brute beasts, but by 
these and by other acts manifests his relations 


towards them. 


18. Snakes, conscious that they have a narrow, The Snake, 

elongated gullet, despite the fact that they are ie 
reedy and exceedingly voracious, as Aristotle says 

[HA 594a 18], rise upright and stand upon the tip 

of their tail, so that food slides down into them and 

passes into the bulk of their body. And having no 

feet they crawl at a great speed. Indeed one snake 

launches itself and flies with the speed of a javelin; 

and its name is derived from its action, for it is called 


Acontias (the Javelin-snake). 


@ The God of Love. 
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1 odxody. 2 Schn: ras odpds. 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 19 


19. Not one of the birds that sing and make melody 
has escaped observation, but we know that swallows, 
blackbirds, and the tribe of cicadas sing, that the jay 
is talkative, that the cricket buzzes,* the locust makes 
a light strumming, the grasshopper is not silent, and 
moreover that haleyons and parrots are vocal, while 
among aquatic creatures the croak of the male frog 
is not silent. And of these some utter a plaintive 
feminine note, others a note shrill and piercing; and 
some sing as they hurry from branch to branch, as 
though they were changing house, while others carol 
in the meadows as though they were holding festival, 
and while leading an existence that is, as it were, all 
flowers and delicacy, hail (so I would say) with their 
music the coming of spring. Touching swans and 
the god whose ministers they are I have spoken 
above.o Now the jay can imitate all other sounds 
but especially the human voice. And the buff- 


The song of 
Birds 


ability to 
imitate other 
sounds 


backed heron, as it is called, and the salpinx (trum- — 


pet) ° and the wryneck and the raven are peculiarly 
fitted to imitate the following sounds. The buff- 
backed heron represents the neighing of a horse; 
the salpinx, the instrument whose name it bears; and 
the wryneck, the cross-flute ; while the raven tries to 
imitate the sound of raindrops. 


& >Axpis elsewhere in Ael. is a.locust; it can hardly bear this 
meaning here. I have ventured to render it ‘ cricket,’ signify- 
ing the ‘ field-cricket,’ Acheta or Gryllus campestris. 

> See 2. 32; 5. 34. | 

¢ Thompson does not cite this passage in his Glossary, s.v. 
odAmvyé, which cannot here = dpyisos; a wren. Gossen’ 
(§ 192) suggests the Roller, Coracias garrulus. 
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1 y. dvéa Mss, del. H (1864), but (1858) y. &8exa which 
Wellmann also reads. 

2 <xai>... Cxai> add. A. 

3 Kamvoeoy. . 

4 Kapxiwoeoy . . . ddroyoedy. 

KaAovot. 

8 Lacuna. 


@ Steier (art. Spinnentiere, RE 3 A 1801) identifies four of 
them thus: Aevxds, the young of most scorpions; zuppds, 


36 





a 
iS 
: | 
a 
= 
38 
< 
= 
= 
& 
Ba 
w 
a 
: 
g 
& 
= 
& 
u 
s 
§ 
8 
& 
iS 
. 
8 
s 
A 
3 
NM 
ii 


Soe 


SE EAMES 


SEB ER RREB VEILS TAISEN LOSES OUELLETTE VEEL EEE ODOR ENS ME UN AEGIS BGA Eo 


IRERELELETLLI FID OE CANIS DPEN CLES NDE SITIES 


hr FATE EET T EEL EEE EEE SLEEPS DEAD I AY 


RY OG Fa se23 % 
GRP te Bak chohasie tte Pine 


ON ANIMALS, VI. 20-21 


90. The male Scorpion is exceedingly ferocious, 
put the female seems to be of a milder temper. And 


‘The 
Scorpion: 
various 


1 have heard that there are eleven kinds:*® one is kinds 


white, while another is red, another smoke-colour, 
there is also a black kind; I have learnt also that 
there is one kind that is green, another pot-bellied, 
and another that resembles a crab. But it is com- 
monly said that the fiercest is the fiery-coloured one. 
[ have also learned by report that there are Scorpions 
with wings and others with a double sting, and some- 
where one has been seen with seven vertebrae. The 
Scorpion is not oviparous but viviparous. And it 
should be known that some say that the offspring of 
these creatures are not produced by mating but... 
heat causes Scorpions to be exceedingly prolific. 
And how they all inflict their sting, and the effect this 
produces, and how they kill, you will learn from 
another source. 


91. In India, I am told, the Elephant and the 
Python (?) are the bitterest enemies. Now Elephants 
draw down the branches of trees and feed upon them. 
And the Pythons, knowing this, crawl up the trees 
and envelop the lower half of their bodies in the 
foliage, but the upper portion extending to the head 
they allow to hang loose like a rope. And the 
Elephant approaches to pluck the twigs, whereat the 
Python springs at its eyes and gouges them out. 
Buthus oceitanus ; pédAas, Androctonus afer (cp. 15. 26; 17. 40); 
yAwpés, if equivalent to the peAtyAwpos of Nic. Th. 797, may be 
Androctonus (Buthus) australis. The mrepwrds is perhaps the 
harmless insect Panorpa communis. There are no scorpions 
‘with two stings’ or ‘with seven vertebrae.’ Kapxcvoedys is 


erhaps the Crab-spider, Thomisius onustus ; see J. H. Fabre, 
Life of the Spider, 181. See also Gossen §§ 42-4. 
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AELIAN ON ANIMALS, VI. 21-23 


Next the snake winds round the Elephant’s neck, 
and [as it clings to the tree ?]* with the lower part 
of its body, it tightens its hold with the upper part 
and strangles the Elephant with an unusual and 
singular noose. 
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92. To the lion fire and a cock are utterly hateful ; Enmities 
to the leopard a hyena, to the scorpion a gecko. 2nj tous 
Thus, if the aforesaid creature is brought near to a 
scorpion, the latter is seized with numbness. And 
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yap Tou Kwouvov Sedoixact TO pweyeDos. 


ots 


the elephant shrinks from the python; and every 
beast of burden dreads the shrew-mouse; the lob- 
ster, the octopus. Furthermore if you were to try 
to push dogs off the roof, you would not succeed in 
throwing them down: they are afraid of the great 
danger involved. : 


93. What ingenuity, peculiar to their kind, Nature The 


Scorpion in 


23. Ofa 5€ dpa codicpara Kal Tots oKopriots 
seems to have imparted to Scorpions! The people Libya 








4 dvows owe Sodvar Kat Totode tua. .ot AiBves 
To TAHG0s aitav dpopwpevor Kai Ta > Texvacpara 
unyavas adrois pupias® avremwooto.’ Koida 
brodypata dopodyres Kat dynAot Kat peTéwpot 
Kabevdovres Kal Tv Toiywy avaoréAdovtTes Tas 
ketplas ® Kal tdv KAwav tods mddas €s vdpias 
bSatos memwAnpwpevas evrilevres, Kal olovTat TO 

4 3 > f 4 ] 4 4 ~ 
Nowrdv ev adeig te Kal eipyvyn Kaleddew soAXj. 
of 8é dota madapdvrat. cKopmios et AdPouro 
¢t ? ¢t bj ? 4 ‘ o~ > ‘4 9 
6700ev éavtov eEaprijoes Kata Tot opddov, 
éyeras tovtov tats xnAais Kat pada éyKpards 


1 reivwv corrupt. 
. f lots, Reisk 

aKoptrios MSS, oxopmiots, Lewske. 
3 Reiske: doxadaBairy. 
4 <xat> add. H. 


fa 
5 Jac: warra Ta. 
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of Libya dreading their numbers and their machina- 
tions, devise endless schemes to counter them: they 
wear high boots; they sleep in beds raised high 
above the ground, setting their bed-cords away 
from the walls; they place the feet of their beds in 
vessels full of water, and imagine that they wil 
thereafter sleep without fear andin peace. But what 
tricks do the Scorpions devise! If a Scorpion can 
find some spot in the roof to which he can hang, 
he clings to it firmly with his claws and lets down 


¢ The text is corrupt and the translation is conjectural. 





6 Reiske: pnyavats adrods pupiats. 
7 avrenwoodat dudarropevot. 
8 Jac: yxetpas. ® tov Gpodov. 
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Kat Kabhie TO Kévtpov. odxoty 6 Sedrepos 
Karevow ) é« ris otéyys, Kat 10. rod mpwrov 
xabépret,® Kat Tob KévTpov TOO éxeivou ExeTat Kal 
abros tais yndais, kal Td ye éavTod? pweréwpov 
clace Kévrpov' Kal 6 Tpitos éxeilev exeTat, Kat 6 
rérapTos €K TOO TpiTov, Kal 6 TéumTTOS Kara, 
orotyov, Kal ot én’ éxewows Sia THY TPwWTwWY 
xabéprovres. elta 6 tedevTatos eratoe Tov KaGev- 
Sovra Kat Sia, THY avwrépw avepret,* Kal O eT 
exetvov Kat 6 Katwhev tpitos Kat ot Aovrot, 
€ore® of mdvres GAAjAWY arreAVOnoay ofa drrov 
Avcavres dAvow. 


24. Aodepov xphua 7 dAdan€. eémBovdcder 
yoov tots yepoaiows €xivois Tov Tpdrov TooToOY. 
6pbods adbrods KaTtaywvicacba. advvaTdos €oTt. TO 
Sé atriov, ai dxavOa: aveipyovow adriv. 1 dé 
Hjovyws Kal medevopevws <éxovoa)® rod avis 
orduatros dvarpére. adrovs Kal KAiver drriovs, 
dvacyicacd Te éobicr padiws tovds Téws hoPepovs. 
ras 5é€ wridas ev 7@ II1dvTw Onpevovow ovtws. 
amootpadeicas adrai Kal és yhv Kvyacas tH 
Képkov Gvareivovow worep obv tTpdxnAov opvios: 
ai Sé daarnbeicat mpoociacw” ws mpos opvw 
Spodvaov, eira mrnoiov yevouevat Tis aAwmeKos 
dAicxovras poora émorpadeions ® Kai émiBenevys 
Kara TO KapTepov. Ta opiKpa de tyGvd.ia Onpador 
navy codes. Tapa THY oxOnv THY Tod moTapyod 
gpyovTas Kal THY odpav Kafidow €s TO UOwp* Ta 


1 ta é 2 Leg 
KATELOL pv. eprret. 
3 avrod. 4 gprre. 


6 <éyovoa> add. H. 


5 #9 ¥ 
€0T GV. 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 23-24 


his sting. Then a second descends from the roof, 
crawls down over the first, and with his claws 
holds fast to his sting and lets his own dangle in the 
air. Then a third holds on to that, and a fourth 
on to the third, and a fifth in a line, while those that 
follow crawl down over the preceding ones. Then 
the last Scorpion strikes the sleeper; crawls up again 
over the one above; after him the next; then the 
third from the bottom; then the rest, until the 
entire lot are disconnected, just as if they had undone 
a, chain. 

94. The Fox is a crafty creature. For instance, it The Fox 
plots against Hedgehogs in the following way. It ead 
cannot overcome them by a direct attack, the reason 
being that their prickles prevent it; and so, gingerly 
and taking great care of its mouth, it turns them over 
and lays them on their back and after ripping them 
open, easily devours those whom till then it dreaded. 

And this is the way that Foxes hunt Bustards in and 
Pontus. They reverse themselves and put their ears 
head down upon the ground and stick their tail up, 
like a bird’s neck. And the bustards are taken in 
and approach, supposing it to be some bird of their 
own kind; then when they come close up, they are 
easily caught by the Fox, which turns upon them 


and attacks them violently. 


Their manner of catching very small fishes is and small 
extremely dexterous. They move along the bank of” 
a stream and trail their tails in the water. And the 





7 Schn: mpotacw. 
8 émorpadel As ava 
papeions THs aAwreKos. 
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Se / 7 / 1 3 \d | 
€ TPOOVEeoVTa EVLOVETAL TE KAb ELTAAAOOETEAEL 


T® Sdoe TH TOV Tpiydv. at de atcfopuevat Tod 
pev voatos avaywpotow, €APodaar S€ és Ta Enpa 
ywpia Stacelovor tas odpds, Kal eKminrer Tah 
ixOvdia, Kal exeiva. Seinvov aBpdrarov Eexovow. 





ON ANIMALS, VI. 24-25 


fish swim up and are immeshed and entangled in the 
thick hairs. When the Foxes notice this, they with- 
draw from the water and go to dry ground where they 
shake their tails thoroughly: the little fishes tumble 
out, and the Foxes make a delicious meal. 


The people of Thrace use this animal as an indica- Fox tests 


€ 4 “~ ~ ~ “~ / ~. b>) 
ot dé Opdkes THs THY ToTaynav mHEews THs od use ti poner 
tor of whether a frozen river is safe to cross. And if ice 


aharepas owtvTa, yvopova tHvde tHV Offpa. 


Kat €av duadpayn tov Kptoraddov pn EevdiddvTa. 


\ 7 mn > / f os 4 
unde etkovta Tots exeiwns Pryyact, Gappotor Kat 
érovrat. metpay dé adr? moteira Tod un odade- 

~ ~ i“ 

pod mdépou Tov tpdmov Tobrov. mapaPdaAder ro 
ots TH? KpvotddAw: Kav ev aticbnrat pr 
omnyoty Karwley To peta pnde vrroododv 
€ ~ 3 / ¢ \ e ¢ ~ “~ 4 
javyn és Bdbos,  d€ ws éordre TH KpvoTadAAw 
Gappet, Svabet re arpémrws + et dé py, odK ay 
empain. 


25. Of wounral pev thy maida tHv Tod “Ididos 
o€Bovot, Kal Ta ye Odarpa br’ adbr@v €umémAnorat 
dpvovvTwy THY hpwivyv éKeivnv, emer Tas aAAas 
UmepeTHOnoE TH Cwppoatvyn, Tov EauTis yauernv 
mpoTtyunoaca Tod Biovr ta dé Ca drepBodnv 
dtAootopyias od Tapadédowrev. 6 yodv “Hpuyovns 
Kvwv éeramélave TH Seoroiwn, Kat 6 LAaviwvos 
Kat €KELVOS Ta * deoTroTy, KQL OUTE mpos Biav OUTE 
abv Kodakeia anéorn Tob tddov. Aapetw d€ TO 


: i al ~ ~ > ~ 4 
redevTain Paotret ta&v Ilepodv ev tH mpos 


3 -« 
2 Schn: én 7H. 
4 émt TO. 


1 > A é 
éumAdooerat. 
3 aparn. 





@ Evadne, see above 1. Id. 
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the Fox runs across without the ice bending or giving 
way beneath its tread, they make bold to follow. The 
Fox tests the safety of the transit in the following 
manner : it puts its ear down to the ice, and if it hears 
no sound of the flow beneath and no murmur in the 
depths, it has no fear, the ice being solid, and it 
races over without hesitation. Otherwise it would 
not set foot upon it. 


25. Poets pay homage to the daughter of Iphis,* 
and the theatres are packed when they celebrate this 
famous heroine, since she excelled all other women 
in her chaste resolve, reckoning her husband more 
precious than her own life. | | 

But animals have not been wanting in inordinate , 
affection. For instance, the hound of Erigone ? died ¢ 
upon the body of its mistress: also the hound of 
Silanio © upon the body of its master, and neither 
force nor blandishment could move it from the grave. 
And when Darius, the last King of Persia,? was struck 


> Daughter of Icarius, hanged herself on finding her father 
slain. . 

¢ Tzetzes, repeating the story (Chil. 4. 200), adds that he 
was a Roman general. More than that I have been unable 
to discover. a 

¢ Darius III, c. 380-330 B.c., defeated at Issus aud Gau- 
gamela by Alexander and finally murdered by his own 
followers. 
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*"AddEavdpov payn PAnbérvre tro Biooov Kat 
Keyev, TaVTWY TOV veKpoV arroAUTréyTaY, 6 KUwY 
6 tr att 1 rpadels udvos Tapéuewe mioTds, Tov 
odKéte Tpodéa jut) mpodovs ws Ere CHvra. Tovtrdv 
Tu brép tav tod Kupov didwv. tod vewrépov 
Revodav 6 UpvAdov? veavievdpevos SfAds €ore 
héywv, Tods dpotpamélovs podvovs ot? ovurrapa- 
pctvat Kat ovvarodéobat, Kat Tov edvobyov, 6s Hv 
ot oxynmrotyos THY TYysHv, Svoua Se ’Aptararns, 
€auTov emamoKTeivat TH vexp@, atiyudoarra. 4 
tov Biov éaduevdy of Epnuov Kupov. Kxat Av-~ 
oundyw d¢ 7T@ BaotAed Kkiwv Kowod tot téAovs 
exwv petréeAaBe owlfjvat duvdevos. 


, oS 

26. “H amdyxn td twwv dpePatns KéxAnras, 
e 935 4 , e > f 7, 5 4 5 \ 
dr GAkwy ye pv, ws axotvw, trAodpduos,® Kat 
ev Tots dévdpots yiveTat Kal Exe Tpiyas’ KéKANTAL 

1 © 3 3 # \ 4 3 ‘4 4 iy 4 

dé tr eviwy Kat pvAda. evrétpnrar pev ody THY 
“yaorépa novyh, ws etmety ore Aivm SwaKxéxonrat. 

, 
dakve. d€ odadepwrara SiypaTa, Kal Tapémerat 
Tpopos TH Onylerri, Kal TEepl THY Kapdiay dAynua. 
> 4 > fd A On 
ioxXUpOV EmtyiveTal, KaL Ta OUpA Eudparrerat, Kal 
6 ETepos TOpos yiverat Kat éxelvos Aropos. owe 
de Tots mpoeipnucvors avtimados 6 KapKivos 6 
moTaptos eivat Bowbeis. 

1 gvrod. ; 
2 OT. A, de Stefani: &. 6 rod IT. most uss, H. 

3 of olkT@ MSS, of éxrw Gron, comp. Ken. An. 1.8.27. 
; | 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 25-26 


py Bessus in the battle against Alexander and lay 
dead, all forsook the corpse, only the dog which had 
been reared under his care remained faithfully at his 
side, unwilling to abandon, as though he was still 
alive, the man who could no longer tend him. Xeno- 
phon the son of Gryllus is clearly using the high- 
flown language of youth when he relates [An. 1. 8. 27] 
a similar tale of the friends of Cyrus the Younger,* 
how his table-companions alone stood fast at his 
side and were slain along with him, while the eunuch 
who held the office of sceptre-bearer and was called 
Artapates, slew himself upon the corpse, not caring 
to live henceforward without Cyrus. And the 
hound of King Lysimachus® of its own free will 
shared his death although its life might have been 
saved. 


26. The Monkey-spider has by some been called tTheMonkey- 
‘the mountain-ranger,’ but by others (I am told) spider 


‘the wood-runner.’* It is born on trees and is hairy. 
It has also by some been called ‘ the flea.’ Its belly 
has a slight incision, so that one might say it had 
been cut in two by a thread. It inflicts the most 
dangerous bites, and they are attended by a trem- 
bling on the part of the victim; there ensues a sharp 
pain in the region of the heart; the urine is stopped ; 
and the other passage also becomes blocked. It 
seems that the remedy for these afflictions is to eat 
a river-crab. | . 


* Cyrus, see 1, 59 note c. | a 

’ General of Alexander the Great, became King of Thrace, 
defeated in battle by Seleucus, 28] B.c. : 

¢ May be identical with the wolf-spider of Arist. HA 622 
b 30, or more probably the malmignatte. 
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27. Atdodpwr 6 pev dppnv éotl Awyvioratos, 6 
de Ofdus diddrexvos, devyer 8€ rhv mpds Tév 
dppeva outdiav: adinor yap tov Bopov bepudrardv 
TE KAL TpocEeotKdTa Tupi, Kal Kader THS OndAElas Td 
apOpov. «idas ody 6 dppnv Tobro Ta Kowwdé 
Bpedn dvaypyrat, 4 Sé maiiwy érépwv 7d0w 
cauTny mapéxet ovveAfety yAwyouevm. dact sé 
Tous atdovpous ravra 60a dvowdy ori puiceiv re 
kat BdeAdtrecba1. tadrn Tor Kai TO odérepov 
TEpiTrevpa adievat mpdrepov Bdbpov spv€avras, 
wa adavicwow avro Ths ys émPBaddvres. 


28. °Axodacrdratov ta&v iyOQdwy tov moAvroda. 
etvat gaot Kai és Toootrov ayvedew, és dcov 
av7@ 7 ' mica trod cwparos poyn expveioa 
acleri amédnve kai viEaobat perv yKvorov, Tpodiv 
€ pactedoa. advvarov, Kat Sia tabra dAdous 
Tpedpew. Ta yotv ouixpa tdv ixbvdiov Kal Tas 
Kadoupevas Kapxwddas Kal Tods Kapkivous émupot- 
Tov Te Gua Kat Katecbiew adrdév. A€éyovor Sé 
TavTyy elvat THY aitiay Too pt) Sdvacbar TroddroSa. 
eviavtod Bidvar xpdvov paxpdrepov. Kat OAdvs 
dé apa moddmous dvadioxerar padiws tikTwr 
ToAAGKts. | 


29. Dvdapyos péuvntar maida icyupds durdp- 
vila, detod veorrov AaBeiv SGpov Kal rpédew 
TpopH ToiKidn Kat Kydepoviay aitG mpoodépewv 
maoav: ov yap Ti mov ws dObupya és maddy 
eTpege Tov Opvw, GAAd epwpevou dixnv } ddSeAdod 
vewTEpov, oUTWS dpa 6 Tais TOO deTOD mpounbds 
clxev. mpoiwy® dé <6>3 ypdvos és diAlav adrods 
4 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 27-29 


27. The Tom-cat is extremely lustful, but the The Cat 


Female cat is devoted to her kittens and tries to avoid 
sexual intercourse with the male, because the semen 
which he ejaculates is exceedingly hot and like fire, 
and burns the female organ. Now the Tom-cat 
knowing this, makes away with their kittens, and the 
Female in her yearning for other offspring yields to 
his lust. They say that Cats hate and abhor all foul- 
smelling objects, and that is why they dig a hole 
before they discharge their excrement, so that they 
may get it out of sight by throwing earth upon it. 


98. They say that the Octopus is the most in- 
continent of fish and copulates until all the strength 
of its body is drained away, leaving it weak, incapable 
of swimming, and unable to seek for food; in conse- 

uence of which it provides food for others, thus: 


The Octopus 


small fishes, and what are known as‘ hermit-crabs,’ 


and crabs come about it and devour it. And they 
say that this is the reason why the Octopus cannot 
live for more than a year. And as to the female, it 
is soon exhausted by giving birth so frequently. 


29. Phylarchus records how a youth who was 
deeply devoted to birds was presented with an 
eaglet, and how he fed it on a variety of foods and 
tended it with all possible care. He reared the bird 
not as a plaything to sport with, but as a favourite or 
as a younger brother, so full of thought was the 
youth for the Eagle. As time passed it lit the flame 





“4 oe ? 
1 Kai %. 2 Kat mpotwy. 


3 <6» add. H. 
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AELIAN | 


TO o@pa Tov taidea. Kal Tov deToV Trapapévesy 


Kat voonrevew tov tpodéa, Kat KabevSovros ev 
novyalew, éypnyopétos S€ rapeordvat, dovrotvrTos 
d€ tpodyy yun mpooicabar. eel Sé Kat tov Biov 
6 mats Karéotpepev, ReodovOnoe Kat 6 deTds péxpt 
TOU pvyaTos’ Kaopevou Sé éauTov és Thy mTUpdav 
evéBadrev. 


30. “O ixfds 6 dvos Ta pev GAda boa evrds 
mpoorégurey od mavu tu! rev érépwv Sieordra 
KEKTHTAL, jovdTpoTtos Sé eore Kal odv dAdots 
Bioby odk avéyerar. exer 5¢ dpa iyOdwv pdvos 
odTos év TH yaotpi THY Kapdiav Kal év TO éyKepdre 
AiBovs, otmep obv éoikaor ptdas 7d oyfua. 
Lewptov dé émiroAR dwAeder udvos, Trav dAAwy ev 
Tats KpuywoeotaTais Pwdcdvew ciOicpevov. 


31. Ot Onpdvres tobs mayotpous? én’ adrods 
Eunxavycavro tiv povoKiy déreap. dutupylp 
yotv (ovoua S€ dpydvov robro) atpodow adrovs. 
ol pev yap év trois dawdeois SedSdKaow, of 8é 
dTdpxovrat Tob wéhovs. Kal dxovoavres of m&yov- 
por meiBovrar ws dad twos iwyyos mpoehbety ris 
Gaddyns, etra bird THs HSovis EAxépevou mpotact 
Kat €€w THs Oaddrrns, ot 8&3 adAotvres ent 65a 
avaxwpotor. Kal éxeivor Erovras kat éml THs yiis 
aNioKovrat. 


32. Ov dé rH Mapeia rAipvn mpocoixobyres Tas 
Opicoas Onpdor ras exeiOe dds wéAer Topwrdéro * 
1 od advrn. 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 29-32 


of a strong mutual friendship. It happened that the 
youth fell sick, and the Eagle stayed at his side and 
nursed its keeper: while he slept, the bird remained 
quiet; when he woke, it was there; if he took no 
food, it refused to eat. And when the youth at last 
died, the Eagle also followed him to the tomb, and as 
the body burned it threw itself on to the pyre. 


80. The Hake though not differing widely from The Hake 


other fish in its inward parts, is nevertheless solitary 
in its habits and cannot endure to live with other fish. 
It is the only fish that has its heart in its belly and 
stones in its brain resembling millstones. At the 
rising of the Dog-star ¢ it alone lurks in its den, while 
other fish are in the habit of doing so in the very 
frostiest seasons. 


31. Those who hunt Crabs have hit upon the de- The Crab 


vice of luring them with music. At any rate they 
catch them by means of a flageolet (this is the name 
of an instrument). Now the Crabs have gone down 
into their hiding-places, and the men begin to play. 
And at the sound, as though by a spell, the Crabs are 
induced to quit their den, and then captivated with 
delight even emerge from the sea. But the flute- 
players withdraw backwards and the Crabs follow 
and when on the dry land are caught. 


32. Those who live by the lake of Marea ® catch the Sprat 


the Sprats there by singing with the utmost shrillness, 


* About mid-July. | 
’ Near the westernmost mouth of the Nile. 





“ c “a 
2 srayovpous Tov TpdmoY ToOUTOY alpototy. 
Ld 
8 te, & Jac: yoepwrary. 
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~ 4 ; . 
Kal KpoTw daTpaKkwy dpoppofotvrTse mpos TO jLéAos- 


ai Sé Womep dpxyovpevar td TH péAce mHdHor, 
Kal €umiarovot Tots Onpdrpos, daep obv avTois 
mepirénratat,§ Kat AapBdvovow ot Alyudrrior 
Oripav evoov odv xopeia Te Kal mralded. 


33. Alyumriovs éyw muvOdvopar payeta Tei 
emiywpiw Ttovs dpvifas €x Tod odpavod Karade- 
pew: tev bé€ dwredv Todls Shes Erraodais TOL 
KaTayonTevaavTes elTa LeVTOL TPOdyouGL pGora.. 


34. ‘O xdotwp apdiBidv €or Chov, Kat pel? 
Hpepav juev ev Tots moTapois Karadv’s StatTGras, 
vintwp 5é éml THs yis aAdrat, ois av aepirvyy 
TouTois tpedopevos. ovKody émioraTat THY aiTiav 
du qv er avrov ot Onparat adv mpobupia Te Kal 
Opin TH waon xwpovor, Kat em«dvias Kal daxav 
améxope Tovs €avtod dpyets, Kat mpocéppubev 
attots, ws avnp dpdvysos Anorats ev mrepuTrecwy, 
Katabeis 5é€ 600 emiyero brép THs €avTod owTy- 
pitas, A’rpa Simov Taira addAaTrTopevos. €av de 
4% mpoTepov éexreuav? Kat owleis eira madAw 
duwKynTar, 6 S€ dvacTHoas éavrov Kat EemdeiEas 
6Tt THS avTav orovdis ovK exer THY DrdUeow, Tod 
mepattépw KaudTov mapéAvoe Tovs Onparas: Arrov 
yap Tto.® Tt&v Kpedv éxeivors dpovtis €ort. zroA- 
Adkis Sé Kal evopyot OvrTes, @s OTL TOppwTaTa 
aroomdaoavres * TH Spduw, eita vrooreiAavres TO 
orovoaldéuevov épos, mavu cops Kat travovpyws 
eEnraTnoav, ws ovK eyovTes a KpvibavTes etyov.® 
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1 apoonénrarat. 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 32-34 


accompanying their song with the clash of castanets. 
And the fishes, like women dancing, leap to the tune 
and fall into the nets spread for their capture. And 
through their dancing and frolics the Egyptians 
obtain an abundant catch. 


33. I am informed that the Egyptians bring birds negyptian 


down from the sky by some magic peculiar to them. 
And they have certain spells to bewitch snakes and 
draw them without any difficulty from their lurking- 
places. 


34. The Beaver is an amphibious creature: by day ‘the Beaver 


it lives hidden in rivers, but at night it roams the land, 
feeding itself with anything that it can find. Now 
it understands the reason why hunters come after it 
with such eagerness and impetuosity, and it puts 
down its head and with its teeth cuts off its testicles 
and throws them in their path, as a prudent man who, 
falling into the hands of robbers, sacrifices all that he 
is carrying, to save his life, and forfeits his possessions 
by way of ransom. If however it has already saved 
its life by self-castration and is again pursued, then 
it stands up and reveals that it offers no ground for 
their eager pursuit, and releases the hunters from all 
further exertions, for they esteem its flesh less. 
Often however Beavers with testicles intact, after 
escaping as far away as possible, have drawn in the 
coveted part, and with great skill and ingenuity 
tricked their pursuers, pretending that they no longer 
possessed what they were keeping in concealment. . 





3. re. 


5 Mv 
EGXOV. 


2 <éavrov> extend Reiske. 
4 égurovs anoonaoarres. 
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AELIAN 


35. Bovapnotis C@dv €or, d7rep otv eav Bods 
PY) f 


> / 
KaTamin, wiwmparas Kal pyyvipevos amroAAvTat od 
PETA [LAKPOV. 


36. Ad kdurras éemwepovrat Ta Adyava, Taxa Sé 
. / b) / E] / A < 
Kat diadfetpovow adra. amddAdAvyrar dé adrat, 


yorh tiv émysjvov Kalapow Kalatpoweryn ei 


dt€Afou eon TOV Aaxavorv. 


37. Elev 8’ dv Bovolv éxtora oiorpos Kal 
pvwb. Kal 6 pey oloTpos KaTa Tas pulas Tas 
peyioTas €oTi, Kal Exel OTEPEOV KAL Léeya. KEVTPOY, 

\ / ?- > / A 4 ¢ 4 
Kal Hyov twa BouPwdyn apinot kat Tpayvv: o dé 
ptws TH Kvvopvia mpocetkacrat, Boye? dé Tob 

“ A 
ototpou paAdov, eAarrov O€ Exel TO KEVTPOV. 


38. Tadv ta’ aozidos dnylevrwy od pvnpoveve- 
Tat ovoets e€dvTns Tod KaKod yeyovevat, evlev 
Tot Kal Tovs Baotdels axovw Tav AtyunTiov én 
Tév Siadnpatwv dopety memourAuévas aozridas, 
Tis apyfs aivurropevous TO avikytov 67 €K THs 
Tod Cwov popdys tol mpoespnucvov. yivovTat dé 
Kal qevramyyers aomides. Kal pedawat pey at 
midciorat 7) Tedpatat, tdots 6° av Kal muppav 
dorida. ot dnyVevtes 5é bn’ domidos od mepartépa 
Biotow rerdprns wpas, mvuypos bé adrovds Kal 
omacpnos. duwiKes Kat Avypos, ws dacw. aKovw 
d€ rov ixvedpova THs aomidos TA wa adavilery, 
olovel Tots éavTod aatciv die€aipovra + rovs 


péAdovras avturddovs. AiBvoocay 5é apa aozida 
Kat amodaive tuddrovds TH Pvohpare A€yer Tis 
Adyos.- 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 35-38 


35. The Buprestis (cow-inflater) is a creature which, The _ 
if swallowed by a cow, causes it to swell and presently ®?"*" 
to burst and die. 


36. Caterpillars feed upon vegetables and in ashort ‘the _ 
while destroy them. But they in turn are destroyed ©?!" 
if a woman with her monthly courses upon her walks 
through the vegetables. 


37. The worst enemies of cattle are the Gadfly and The Gaday 
the Horsefly. The Gadfly is the size of the very 
largest flies, and its sting is powerful and long, and it 
makes a harsh buzzing sound. But the Horsefly is The Horse- 
like the dogfly: its buzz is louder than the Gadfly, 
but its sting is smaller. 


38. Among all those who have been bitten by an The Asp 
Asp there is no record of a single man having escaped 
disaster. That is why (I am told) the Kings of 
Egypt wear asps embroidered upon their crowns, 
hinting through the figure of the aforesaid creature 
at the invincibility of their rule. There are Asps its bite fatal 
as much as five cubits long; the majority are black | 
or of an ashy hue; and one may even see a red 
one. Those who have been bitten by an Asp do not 
live for more than four hours and are assailed by 
choking and convulsions and retching, so they say. 

But I am told that the Ichneumon destroys the eggs The 

of the Asp with intent to do away with the future 7?™"™"™™" 
enemies of its own young. And there is a story that 

the Libyan Asp even blinds men with its breath. 


@ Comp. 4. 51. 





* taeLaipobvra Cobet. 


53 


SR REST Ho AL IT RELA UT ENT 








AELIAN 


> 3 \ 4 \ 7 o 
39. Kira od xpy Oavpdoa thy dvow rH re 
LAA \ 3? 58. ? . a > 4 1 e 
addy Kat evradla péevror; tev appévwv .. 1 of 
matépes Tovs mAcictous veBpodts avaipodow, iva 
py mAnbdwvrat eira pevrow Kal Tas pyrépas 
avaBaivwou piacua yap Kal év Tots aAdyous Kal 
evayes epyov SoKet totto Symov. Kipw &€ Kat 
Ilapuoarid:, & [dpoa, kcal nada ratra Kal 

” 30 # 4 > / lan A ? 
évouxa €d0Kery Kat edirer Kopos tiv pnrépa 
KaK@s, Kat eépiretro bard ths pntpos didlay 
Omoiav. Kal Tadta pevro. towpéevnst,? of 8é 
avOpwrot mdvrwy pev emQupotvres, pndevos Sé 


PEeLoopevor. 


40. Nicos ev r@ IdvtTm ‘Hpakdret eravupos 
EKTETiNTAL. OvKODY doov pvdadv é€orw evTatba 
aéPeu Tov Oedv, Kat wav dcov aveirat abr, TodTo 
mortevet TH Je@ Keyaptopevoy aveicbat®? kat odk 
av mpooayaito atdrod. otxotv Kal dumedos TO 


“~ -~ 4 / e 3 7 ~ 
Ge@ Kona, Kat reriunrar ds dvdOnua adbtd pdve, 


Kat puddrrovow ot Oeparevripes Tod Saiuovos és 
tas Quotas rovs Borpus. érav obv és dxptv ai 
payes epywvrat, of 5é darodetrovat ri vitcov of 
pues, wa pn peivaytes akovtes yodv mpoodbwvrat 
av Ouyelv od dpyewov: elra ths @pas Sia8papo0v- 
ons ot §€ és On Ta oixeia drootpédover. Kal 
pva@v pev Llovrixdy dyaba ratra: “Immwv $é Kat 
1 Lacuna: <rév dyplov dvev> rev appévey Jac, comp. Opp. 
Cyn. 3. 201-6, Plin. HN 8.108. 


2 Kexodaapévws or mepecperws conj. H. 
3 ddetobat. 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 39-40 


_, . the sires destroy most of the male fawns to pre- 
yent their multiplying and then mounting their dams. 
Even among brute beasts, I fancy, such an act is 
yegarded as bringing defilement and a curse. But 
Cyrus and Parysatis, you men of Persia, thought it 
a fine and legitimate action. And Cyrus conceived 
a vile passion for his mother, a passion which his 
mother reciprocated. <While animals are moderate 
in their desires ?) ? men desire everything and stop at 
nothing. | 


40. There is an island ® in the Black Sea named Heracles 
after Heracles which has been highly honoured. 


Now all the Mice there pay reverence to the god, and 
every offering that is made to him they believe to 
have been made to gratify him and would not touch 
it. And so the vine grows luxuriantly in his honour 
and is reverenced as an offering to him alone, while 
the ministers of the god preserve the clusters for their 
sacrifices. Accordingly when the grapes reach 
maturity the Mice quit the island so that they may 
not, by remaining, even involuntarily touch what is 
better not touched. Later when the season has run 
its course they return to their own haunts. This is 
a merit in the Pontic Mice. But Hippon,° Diagoras, 


¢ { have given what may have been the sense of the passage. 

» Unidentified. , 

¢ Hippon of Samos, Pythagorean philosopher, 5th cent. B.c., 
satirised by Cratinus as an atheist.—Diagoras of Melos, called 
‘the atheist,’ incurred the enmity of the Athenians by his 
attacks on their religion and withdrew from Athens, 411 B.c. 
—Herostratus of Ephesus burnt the temple of Artemis, 356 B.c. 


he) 


39. Now does not Nature claim our admiration for Animals 


. i bhor incest 
this reason especially, besides others? Of the males Moen 


revered by 
Mice 


See a my errr ren 1 rrsranreeevr ftir srtsNren tA IWR ASAE SrA AAAS 
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AELIAN 


Avayopas Kat ‘Hpdorparos Kal 6 Aowros td 
Geos ex Opaov KardAoyos 7s dav epetoayro Tov 
Borpvov 47 dvalndroov dMev ob Kal TA TOV 
Gedy GVOLATA Kal Epya dpwoyerws ovAdy mponpy- 
pevos ; 


41. “Eos TOUTO Alydrruoy. oTav Karo THY 
Atyurrov von (pavion 5é dev Aerrais ), pves 
Ta,pay pia TEKTOVTOL. OVKODY KaTa Tas apodpas 
1 AVEpLEVvOL obrot Avpaivovra Tols Aniots & DoT e- 
vovTEs Tods oTaxus KQL UTOKELPOVTES, ON LEVTOL 
Kal TOUS owpous TOV Opaypdrov Kepailovres 


Avrrovor Tous Alyurtiovs. Kat Ova TadTa mdyats 


Te avToUs eMoxdor 1 Kal Epuyrois avaoreMover 


Kal Tappots dveipyouat Kat Kdovow 2 éy Taras 
mip. ot TOLVUY pues ovde ® Thy ApXIV mpos 
(ras >" mayas mpooporrdow, e@ot O€ avras 
eoTdvat dAAws* Tois Oe Opuyrots Kairou® e- 
Aetwpevors b71d Tis Xpisews erravapaivovow, 
aAriccbrarot TE . ovres ciro, pevrou drrepT Bat 
TAS Tappovs. érav ov anayopedoarres: ot Alyo- 
MTLOL TAS unxavas Kal TAS emBoudds ai WS AaYPHOTOUS 
amodimeuat Kal EKTpATTEVTES emt Te Séenow Ewer 
Kal ixerelas Tas ™mpos tovs Geovs, evrabia, Oajrrov 
THY ex Tov Gedy pay dppwoodow oi pwes, Kat 
és Tt OpOS avaxwpotar rag mAatciou puddrrovres. 
ob peev ov vedrarou MPOTOL, oupayobot d€ of 
Heyioron, Kal Tovs drrohevropevous emoTpaperres 
iro, pevTou emeobat opuiow exBralovrar. éav. de 
ol vewrarot KépvovTes brooTAot, Kal TO émdpevov 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 40-41 


and Herostratus, and all the rest in the tale of 
heaven’s enemies, how would they have kept their 
hands off the grapes or other offerings—men who 
preferred by one means or another to rob the gods 
of their names and functions. 


41. This is what commonly happens in Egypt. The Mouse 


When it rains in Egypt (the raindrops are minute) 
Mice are produced forthwith. Now they roam the 
ploughlands and damage the standing crops by cut- 
ting away and nibbling the ears of corn from below, 
and actually ravage the stacked sheaves and cause 
the Egyptians much trouble. On that account the 
people try to trap them, to exclude them by building 
walls, to keep them off by digging trenches in which 
they light fires. Now the Mice go nowhere near the 
traps but allow them to remain useless. And al- 
though the walls have been rendered smooth with a 
wash of mortar, they climb up them and then, being 
exceedingly nimble, Jump over the trenches. And 
so the Egyptians abandon their traps and schemes as 
ineffectual and turn from them to prayers and suppli- 
cations to the gods. Whereupon the Mice, I fancy, 
are in dread of the wrath of heaven and retreat in the 
formation of a hollow square to some mountain. 
Now the youngest go in front and the oldest bring 
up the rear, and if any are left behind, the latter turn 
and force them to follow. If however the youngest 
ones halt from exhaustion, the entire lot behind them 





2 avaaréAAovet . . . dveipyoua or xaovow | Raid oeires ; 


. « . aveipyovres . . . KaLOrTES. 
3 Jac: otre. 4 <ras> add. H. 
5 Reiske: xat tots. 6 Reiske: ye. 
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AELIAN 


lorarat mav, ws ev Suvdmes oTpariwtikh mwépuKe 
yiveobor. drav 5é dadpEnrar 7 ek Tav meaoTw 
Kino, évtad0a Kat ot Aowrol esovras. A€éyovot 
de Kat ot tov IIdvrov olkotvres ra atta Kal 
exeih. tods pis Spav. memiorevtas 5é Kai éé 
otkias dmdons, yTis péAdew meceiobar, 7 Today 
Exovat perocilecOa. mdvras. ididrns dé dpa 
pudy Kat exelvn. émeidav axovowot yadys tpt- 
Covons 7 oupitrovros éxews, ek THS pvwTias THs 
pds Ta é€avtdv Bpédy aAdo aAAy perotKilovaw. 


42. Aoyov 8€ “JraAcv rH LvBapirdv wore 
OUVAKLaCaYTOS Epyou pynuovedovTa Kal dour?- 
gavra €s eye etreiy od xeipdv éoTe. THV HAtKiay 
avrimais, aimdAos To émiTndevpa, dvoua Kpabs, 
és Opunv adpodiovov eumecwv TH TOV aiyav idly 
wpaloTdTyn plyvuTar, Kal TH dptAia yon, Kal et 
mote €detTo adpoditns ws atriv édoita, Kat elyev 
Epwuerny adryv: Kat perro. Kat ola AapBdvew 
novvato S@pa, towatra 6 epacris aimddos rH 
Epwperyn TH Tpoeipnpervy mrpocéedepe, Kat Kuticov * 
mote Tovs® wpatoradtous axpenovas Kal pidaxos 
ToAdKis Kat oxivou Tpayely mapéoye, TO oTdua 
anofaivwy att@, «i Senbein didqjoa, cdddes 
aris. adAda Kat orBdda eyKabedoew ws viudy 
mapeckevacev afporarny te Kai padbaxyv. ov- 
Kouv aueA@s tatra eledoato 6 Ths dyéAns 
nyewwv tpdyos, adda adtov ceo. Cndorumia. 
Kal KaTéKpunTe pev Tews Tov Bupdv, Kabrpevov 
dé adrov qote eMAoxad Kat KabevSovra: hv Sé dpa 
eupadkay Td mpdowmov és tov KédAmTov. ws obdv 

i Jac: rpulovens. 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 41-42 


halt also, as is customary for an armed force. And 
when the front rank begins to move, then the re- 
mainder follow. And the inhabitants of Pontus say 
that the Mice there do the same. And it is believed 
that whenever a house is threatening to fall, all the 
Mice will change house as fast as their legs can carry 
them. Now here is another peculiar trait of Mice: 
whenever they hear the squeak of a marten or the 
hiss of a viper they transfer their young from one 
hole to a number of different holes. 


42. An Italian story, which records an event that 
occurred when affairs were at their prime in the city 
of Sybaris, has reached me and is worth relating. 

A mere boy, a goatherd by occupation, whose name 
was Crathis, under an erotic impulse lay with the 
prettiest of his goats, and took pleasure in the union, 
and whenever he wanted sexual pleasure he would 
goto her; and he kept her as his darling. Moreover 
the amorous goatherd would bring to his loved one 
aforesaid such gifts as he could procure, offering her 
sometimes the loveliest twigs of tree-medick, and 
often bindweed and mastic to eat, so making her 
mouth fragrant for him if he should want to kiss her. 
And he even prepared for her, as for a bride, a leafy 
bed ever so luxurious and soft to sleep in. But the 
he-goat, the leader of the flock, did not observe these 
proceedings with indifference, but was filled with 
jealousy. For a time however he dissembled his 
anger and watched for the boy to be seated and 
asleep; and there he was, his face dropped forward 





~~ / 
2 xuocod OY KUTLOGS. ; ; 
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3 goré ToUs | woTé Kal oxXivoU TOUS. 
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AELIAN 


elye Suvduews thy Kedadnv mpoonpagte,* Kai 
SteOpubév of tO Bpéypa. Svappet roivuy és tods 
emywpious Ta mpaxevTa, Kal TO pev odk adavi 
tadov avéornoav, €€ attod S€ Tov zoTapmov 
Kpa@w dvdpacav. yiverar dé €x THs opsdAias THs 
mpos Thy alya madlov, Kat Av at€ ta oKéAn, Td 
mpoownov dvOpwros. Tobrov Kat exGewO Hvar Adyos 
éyet, kal Jeov dAaidv Te Kal varratov vopwobjvas 
Tov avrov. petetAnyévas 54 Kat CndAotumias Ta 
Cda 6 tpdyos diddoKes. 


43. Xdpvyyas pev Aiyumrias ddovow <pev>* ot 
ovyypadeis, adovos de Kai AaBupivbovs twas 

pntixovs ékelvot Te adTol Kat TO TOV TroWTav 
ddrov' puppyjKkwv dé €v yewpvyia rotkidas 3 
dtpamovs Kal eAvypovds Kat Treptddous ovTW icact. 
codia dé dpa tiv dtrdyetov oikovopiay THvde 
amepydlovrat * oxodwwrarny, tots émBovAcvovot 
odio. TOY Onpiwy tHv mapodov dSvomopov H Kal 
mavTeA@s amopov amopaivovres. THY dE yiv nv 
efopttrovaw, adAa® ravrnv tbrép Tod oropiov 
meptBaddvres olovel tTeiyn Twa Kat mpoBAhpara 
épyalovrar, ws py TO vowp To €€ odpavot Ka-~ 
Trappéov ® eira padiws? adrods® eémkdvoav 7 
dmokéon mavtas 7) Tovs ye mAcioTous. atpacidas 
dé twas péoas dteipyovoas am aAAjdAwy tovs 
ynpapovs diareryilovot Kai pdda evréxyvws, elev 
d dv of yMpot tpels, ws ev oikia coPapa. Kai Tov 
ev arrodaivovow avdpava® etvat, ev @ dtatrevras 
of dppeves Kal oaov ovy atrots OfAu-: tov bé 


1 rH xedhadfH mpooéppnége. 2 <uev> add. A, 


3 soixiras TE. 4 Reiske: imepydlovrat. 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 42-43 


on his chest. So with all the force at his command 
the he-goat.dashed his head against him and smashed 


the fore-part of his skull. 


The event reached the ears of the inhabitants, and 
it was no mean tomb that they erected for the boy; 
and they called their river ‘ the Crathis ’ after him. 
From his union with the she-goat a baby was born 
with the legs of a goat and the face ofa man. The 
story goes that he was deified and was worshipped 
as a god of the woods and vales. From the goat we 
learn that animals have indeed their share of jealousy. 


43, Historians celebrate the underground passages An 
of the Egyptians; they also with the company of ms 
poets celebrate certain labyrinths in Crete. They 
have yet to learn of the elaborate tracks with their 
mazy windings dug by Ants in the earth. Now in 
their wisdom these make their underground dwelling 
so very tortuous as to render access difficult or totally 
impossible for such creatures as have designs upon 
them. And the soil which they excavate they put 
around the mouth, forming as it were walls and 
barriers, so that the rain which descends from the sky 
may not easily flood them and destroy all or at any 
rate most of them. And with consummate skill they 
build partitioning walls, as you might say, to separate 
their cells from one another, and, as in some fine 
house, there will be three divisions: the first they 
design for the ‘ men’s quarters,’ in which the males 
live and any females that are with them; the second, 





<i 


5 AAG Kal. 6 Cobet: xaraédov Mss, H. 
. ; 

? Reiske: p. elra. 8 Ges: avrav. 

9 daov avdpava. 
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AELIAN 


eTEpor, evla dmoriKTovaL Kvovea pvpnKes, 
olovel yurauKdvo. Tpirov 5° €repov Onoavpov TE 
Kat oLpov amoKpivovot Tots HOpovopevois oTréppaoct. 
Kat ovre “loxouayos evrab0a ovTe LwKparns 
brep THs agvolihou - oLKovopilas omovddlovres 
dvddoKovow atta. ot dé Popuntes mpoiovTes 
womrep oby emtoitioac0at, Tots peyiorous emovrau 
ol O€ dyovee orparnyav Sucqy. Kat es Ta Ara 
eAGovres ol pev ert veapot THY Kahdpny vupecraow, 
ot dé Tyeuoves dvepTrovoat, Kal TOUS xahoupevous 
odpaxovs Tov Kapri dvaTpayorTes TH ony 
T@ KaTw pirTovow: ot O€ mepreADovres Tous pev 
abepas amokénrovaw, exrérrovot bé Tas TOY TrUpOV 
oreyovous TE KGL mepLayTexovoas Gvrakidas. Kat 
[Lye adonrob dedumevor pure avdpav Aucphoa 
? \ > , 

uvaeveny pare pny erevyopevenv mVEvpaT OV 
amoxpivat KQL SvaorHoas Tas TE axvas Kal TOV 
KapTrov, avOpusmrenv apovvTwy TE Kal ometpovToov 
Tpopas exoven pUpuntes. codov 6é Ka €KEtvo 
TpooakyKoo., OTt apo. Tous TéOvedras pipunKas 
ob TMpooyKovres ev Tats TOv spay KNdevovor 
Ovdaxiow, ws mwatépas 7 wav TO didktov év tats 
copots ob “dvOpermot. 


44. “Inros et Tuyxavoe Kndepovias, dyretBerau 
TOV evepyerny evvoia Te Kal diria. Kal motos 
peev Hy 6 BouxedéAas és AdeEav8pov Suappet 
TOVTAXOTE 6 Adyos, Kat OU [LOL éyew abrov 
notov €ort. Kat tov °Avridyou Sé tmaov Tov 
TiLwpHoavTa TH SceomdTn Kal amoKreivavTa Tov 
Tadarny corep obv améapate tov "Avtioyov ev TH 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 43-44 


in which the pregnant ants bring forth their young— 


the “women’s quarters,’ as it might be; and the - 


third they set apart as a treasury and a pit for the 
seeds they have collected. And no Ischomachus,* 
no Socrates, with their interest in the management 
of a household on admirable lines, is there to teach 
them these things. When Ants go abroad to collect 
food, they follow the biggest ones, and these lead the 


way, like generals. And as soon as they reach the 


crops the young ones stand at the foot of the stalks 
while the leaders crawl up and having eaten through 
what are called the ‘ rhacillae’ of the fruitful ears, 
throw the ears down to the crowd below. And these 
go about and cut off the chaff and peel off the capsules 
that protect and envelop the wheat. They need no 
threshing, no men who can winnow, nor even ‘ rush- 
ing winds ’ {Hom. JI. 5. 501] to separate and sunder 
the chaff and the grain, yet the Ants possess the food 
of men who plough and sow. 

I have also heard the following example of their 
cleverness: their relations bury dead ants in the 
capsules of wheat, just as men bury their parents or 
all whom they love in coffins. 


44, If a Horse receives careful attention, he repays 
his benefactor by being good-natured and friendly. 
How Bucephalus bore himself to Alexander is a story 
that is current everywhere and would give me no 
pleasure to repeat. I shall also pass over the horse 
of Antiochus? which avenged his master by killing 

* Ischomachus in Xenophon’s Oeconomicus (chs. 7—-end) 
propounds a system of domestic. economy that wins the 
approval of Socrates. 


> Antiochus Soter, founder of the Seleucid dynasty, reigned 
280-261 3.c.; fell in battle against the Gauls. 
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Kat TOUTOV. Leds dé apa (ov yap Tt 7ov 
moot TOVOE [Ot Soxotow eyVwKEV a ) “ADnvaids 
pev yy, xahos de Kat €O0KEt taut emepuet, otros 
ov emptato imqrov apatov pev Kal adrov, epori- 
Kov 6€ é loxupas Kot otov copeirepov 9 KaTa& Tovs 
aAAous 1 tarmous. odKoty épa tot Seomrdrovu Spyt~ 
TATA, KaL mpootdvTos edpluLaTTETO Kal émiKpoTodr- 
TOS EppuaTreTo, Kai avaPaivovTos eavrov mapetyev 
edmrevIh, Kal mapeoTmTos Kata mpdcwmov o Sé 
dy pov Ewpa. Kat TadTa pev epwrika ovra Oy 
Opens TEpTVa e00Kel’ emrel O€ HV WS TL Kal dpa- 
celwy €s TO peipaKov tpotreTéoTepos, Kal Stéppet 
Adyos tdrép apdoiv GromuTEpos, 6 LwKdayjs otK 
eveyKOV TO amdgpn Lov, as €paorny axddaorov 
puohoas amrnumoAnce Tov imov. 6 de od Pepe 

v epnpiav tHv amd Too Kadob, éavtov tod CH 
am7Adake Awd Bravordérey. 


45. Noofo. 5é dpa arrayas pev dAcrTpvdvt 
exftora,, dAcKrpyay Ge av madw drrayG, Kab 
KOpuVy _ktpkos Kab exci exeivy, Kal Tmedayiep 
igpakt 6 Kopag Kab KOpace éxeivos, Tpvyovt Te 
Kopag KQL | KipKos, Kab pevrou Kal 4 Tpuywv 
EKaTEepy. TETVOPOL de Kal meAapyov VUKTEPLOO. 
pcely, Kal exeivny cvryuicely ws TOE Lov, qmeAe~ 
Kava oe pa voety dida opTuyt. Kal aouBny Too 
pLicous akovw elvas. : 


46. “Anoxrivvect dé derov pev TO Madeira 
cvpgurov, tHv dé [Bw dtaivns yodj, oKopddov 


1 GAAous épav. 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 44-46 


the Gaul (his name was Centoarates) who slew Antio- 
chus on the battlefield. Socles then, about whom 
not many seem to know, was an Athenian who was 
esteemed, and indeed was, a comely boy. Now he 
bought a horse, handsome too like its master but of 
a violently amorous disposition and with a far sharper 

eye than other horses. Hence it conceived a passion- 
ate love for its master, and when he approached, it 
would snort; and if he patted it, it would neigh; 
when he misnnteds it would be docile; when he stood 
before it, it would cast languishing glances at him. 
These actions already savoured of love, but were 
thought pleasing. When however the horse, becom- 
ing too reckless, seemed to be meditating an assault 
upon the boy, and tales about the pair of a too mon- 
strous nature began to circulate, Socles would not 
tolerate the aie ce and in his detestation of a 
licentious lover sold the horse. But the animal could 
not bear to be separated from the beautiful boy and 
ended its days by a rigorous starvation. _ 


45. The Francolin entertains the bitterest hatred Birds and 
for the Cock, and the Cock on its side for the Franco- tnnities 


lin; likewise the Falcon for the Crow, and vice versa; 
and the Raven for the Sea-hawk, and the Sea-hawk 
for it; the Raven and the Falcon for the Turtle-dove, 
and the Turtle-dove for both. I have learnt also that 
the Stork abhors the Bat, and the Bat in return 
abhors it as an enemy; and the Pelican, I am told, is 
not friendly disposed to the Quail, and their hatred 
is mutual. 


46. To the Eagle the herb called comfrey is fatal; 
to the Ibis the gall of the Hyena; to the Starling the 
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omépna tov dpa, yapadpidv dodadros, tov $e 


edavov + 6 Kadovpevos trotapoyeitwy. édavos 8é 
aifvias xoAnv oby diropéver. Kipkos dé Kal Adpos 
Kat tTpvywv Kal Kécoudos Kal TO yuTrdv €Ovos 
oityv? Komeicavy et dtarpdéyovev, dazroAdAact. 
Kédpov Tov Kadapyod’Tnv amdAAvat dvAAa, dvbos 
d€ ayvouv Tov pedAayKdpupov, Kopaka bé edlapov 
orrépua. pdpw Kavlapos arobvioKe, oréatt dop- 
Kaddos 0 emo. Kopwvn Sé€ AvKoBpwrov Kpéws 
Aeupave mepitvyotca amobvioKkes. Kopvdaddos dé 
vamvos oméppatt, yépavos dpméAov Saxpvov ond- 
caca dieplapn. 


47. Aaya dé mépt kat evradla enevow eizety 
TowwtTa pot. €s THY KoiTHy THY avvibn od 
mapeow o Aayws mpw 7 Tapa€ar Ta tyvyn, 7H pev 
estoy mh de e€taiv, wa dadavion thy ék ta 
Onparav és adrov émBovdjy, codia Twi dvokH 76 
nptov tovs avlpwrous aiuvAdtara araTioay. 


_ 48. Marnp de dpa Kat 4 OyAEia immos ayabh 


3 “~ \A om > 2 ™ “~ / 
qv Kat TOU mwAoU Tob €€ adTAs peuvfofar Sew. 
4 Ss \ ~ > 

Omep ovv KareyvwKws Aapetos 6 KaTw eira pévrot 


emnyeTo €s Tas paxas €€ Wdivwyr immouvs Ta Boédy 
Katadirovoas otKor. tpépovTas 5é Kal dpdavot 
pntépwv ot m@dow yadAanrs Edvy, woTep odv Kat 
ot avOpwrot. odKoiv Gre 1) Tpom) THS wayns THs 
Kata Tov “looov ra Ulepody melew tanpEaro, Kat 
evixato Aapetos, tov aveBn Ofduv, duyis Sedpe- 
vos Kat owrypias wKiorys. % O€ dpa Tod Kara- 


+ Oud, Klein: éyivov . . . éxivos MSS, ‘ corrupt’ H. 


66 


ON ANIMALS, VI. 46-48 


seed of garlic; to the Stone-curlew bitumen; to 
the Kite pondweed, as it is called. And the Kite 
cannot endure the gall of the Shearwater. If a 
Falcon, or a Sea-mew, or a Turtle-dove, or a Black- 
bird, or the whole Vulture tribe eat a sliced pome- 

ranate, they die. The leaves of the cedar are fatal 
to the Reed-warbler(?); the flower of the agnus- 
castus to the Marsh-tit; to the Raven the seed of 
the rocket. The Beetle is killed by perfume, and 
the Hoopoe by the fat of a gazelle. Ifa Crow comes 
upon the remains of flesh which a wolf has eaten, it is 
killed. A Lark is destroyed by mustard-seed, and a 
Crane if it drinks the gum from a vine. 


47. It occurs to me at this point to speak of the The Hare 


Hare as follows. The Hare does not repair to its 
accustomed form until it has confused its tracks, 
here in entering, and there in leaving, in 
order to defeat the designs of huntsmen. It is by 
some kind of natural sagacity that it tricks men so 
very craftily. 


48. It seems that the Mare is in fact a good mother The Mare 


and cherishes the memory of her foal. The younger 
Darius had noted this; hence he would take into battle 
some mares that had lately foaled and had left their 
young athome. Foals that lose their dams are reared 
on the milk of a stranger, just as human beings are. 
Now when the changing fortune of the battle of Issus 
began to press the Persians, and Darius was being 
defeated, he mounted a Mare, being anxious to 
escape and to save himself with all possible speed. 


2 Gouds aidnr. 
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Aeipbevros prin, ws elyev embupyias Kal mo8dv, 


4 td “~ “a ~ ~ 
Tov Seordrnv buvetrat THS axphs Tov emiceypevwvy 
Kwovven eapracas. | 


49. “Hyiovos yépwv °AOyvnow tind ye rod 
deorrdtov tot idiov tav épywv dmodvbels, ds 
‘AptororéAys Aye, tod pév dirondvov xal 
eBedoupyod Kal? AAiKiav éavrdov ode adficer. 
nvixa yodv ’A@nvaio. Kareoxedalov tov Tapbe- 
vOva, ovte emiotpwv ote ayfodopdv Suws tots 
veots opedar mpopopovpevors tiv dddv dkAnTos Kal 
Exwy olovel mapdceipos fer, Sopvdopav ads dy 
clmots Kal mapopydv td épyov rH Badloe rH 
Kowh Oixny rexvirov madaob Tob ev adroupyely 
ve Tob yipws daoAvbévros, eumeipia S€ Kal} 
dwacKkadia drobyyovrés Te dua tods véovs Kal 
érraipovros. Tatra obvy paldvres 56 Shuos TO 
KnpuKt aveirety mpocératav, etre ddixoito és 76. 
adgira, ire és tas Kpilas mapaBdAor, pun) dvetp- 
yew, add’ €Gv ovretobar és Kdpov, Kat tov SHuov 
exTively TO Gpytpiov, tpdmov twa GOAnTH owrh- 
cews ev Tputavetw ? Sofetons 45 yépovre. 


50. Kredvénv rov “Acowr xarnvdycace Kal 
dxovra elfat Kal dmoorivar tots Cows tod Kal 
exetva Aoyiopoh pn) Siapaprdvew dvridéyovra 
toxupas Kal Katd. Kpdtos toropta towvtrn activ. 
eruyey 6 KredvOns xabyjpevos cat pévrow Kal 


* Kat radag didacxadia. 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 48-50 


And the Mare, remembering the foal she had left 
behind, is celebrated for having with the uttermost 
eagerness and at full speed snatched her master away 
from the critical moment of urgent danger. 


49. At Athens an aged Mule was released from an aged 
work by its master, so Aristotle tells us [HA 577 b 30], Mule 


but declined to abandon its love of labour and its 
willingness to work on the score of age. Thus, at the 
time when the Athenians were erecting the Par- 
thenon, though it neither drew nor carried burdens, 
yet it would unbidden and of its own free will walk 
by the young mules as they went back and forth, like 
a horse harnessed alongside a pair, acting as guard, 
so to speak; and by treading a common path it en- 
couraged their work, like some old craftsman whom 
age has released from labour with his hands but 
whose experience and knowledge are a stimulus and 
incitement to the young. Now when the people got 
to hear of this they directed the herald to proclaim 
that if it came in quest of barleymeal or approached 
to get corn, it was not to be prevented but was to be 
allowed to eat its fill, and that the populace would 
defray the cost, as in the case of an athlete who in his 
old age was given his meals in the Prytaneum. 


50. The following story, they say, shows how 
Cleanthes of Assos was forced against his will and 
in spite of his vehement arguments to the contrary, to 
make a concession to animals and to allow that they 
too are not destitute of reasoning power. Cleanthes 
happened to be seated and moreover was resting 


2 éxrivew ev [Iputaveiw MSS, H; ev IT. transposed by Cobet. 
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oxyoAnv ceycov paxpoTepay dMws. odKobv penppn~ 
Kes . _Tept Tots jToow 7oav air mroAnot. o O¢ 
dpa. Opa €€ atpamrod twos érépas veKpov spunea 
poppnKas aAAovs Kopilovras és otkov érépwv Kal 
€avTois ov ovvTpopuv, Kal eT ye TO yetres THs 
pupnKids <€oTOtTas avT@ vexp@, Kal dyidvras 
Katwiev ér€povs Kat auvidvTas® trois E€vois ws 
emt Tit ElTa KATLOVTAS TOUS avTOUS, Kal mAEOVaKisS 
totto. Kat tTeAeuTdvTas oKwAnka otovet ddvTpa, 
Kopioat, Tovs de exeivov pwev AaPeiv, mpoéoBar dé 
Gvmep obv éemiyyovTo veKpov. Kat eKelvous U700e- 
Eacbar dopévws ws viov Kopiloevous 4 adeAdorv. 
ti obv mpos tadra ‘Hotodos Aéyer, A€ywv Ste dpa. 


es PN \ , > 7 \ s 62 QQ? 

6 Zeds tas dvoes améxpwe, kal ody Kat ‘ ixOvor 
.} s ‘ ‘ > a a3 

pev Kat Onpot Kat otwvois merenvois’ edmKev 


yar’) > / > A > , > 4 > — 
éobew addjAovs, eet od dikyn E€oTi per adrots, 
> A f ie a) od ? 7 LAA ? > “ ~ 
avOpwrotot 8° édwKe dixnv’; adr’ odK €pet Taira 
€ TI f uw \ ? “~ A ¢ sy 7 
6 IIpiauos, et ye Kat éxelvos tov “Exropa €Av- 
cato moM@v Keynrdiwy Kat Oavyaorady mapa 
~ > Ya : 
Tob avOpwmmov 6 avipwiros Kat Tot Npwos Kat 
“ ? fd “~ o 
Tob Aus €xydvov Kal éexelvos wy Exyovos Tob 
4 
Avos. 


ol. Karnyopet ifs Oupddos TO €pyov avTo npiy 
TO OvOpie. Kat EXEWS pev €or ohuywrépa TO 
peyebos, dmoxretvar dé o€vTépa: ot yap TOL TH 
Ojypare TPOOTEDOVTES efanrovrat Te €s Siipos 
Kaul qveiv avapheyovrar Kat Giver om@ou Kal 
TAXLOTA pHyvuvTat. Kai dnow pev Lworpatos 
Aevkny elvar rH SubdSa, emt ye pny THs ovpas 

1 Kat pupynKes. 2 ouvdvras. 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. so-sz 


quietly for some time. Now there were Ants about 
his feet in great numbers. So he observed how some 
were conveying a dead ant out of one track to a nest 
belonging to other ants not of their own kin. And 
they paused on the edge of the nest with the corpse 
while others came up from below and met the 
strangers seemingly with a view to some consulta- 
tion; the same Ants then went down into the nest. 
And this happened several times until finally they 
brought up a worm, as it were aransom. And the 
other party accepted it and surrendered the dead 
body which they had brought. And the Ants in the 
nest were glad to receive it, as though they were 
recovering a son or brother. 

Now what answer can Hesiod make to this when 
he says [OD 277] that Zeus has made a distinction 


between various natures and has granted 


‘to fish on the one hand and to beasts and to 
winged fowl] that they should devour one another, 
for among them there is no justice, but to man- 
kind has he granted justice ’? 


But Priam will not admit this, since it was at the cost 
of many marvellous treasures that even he, a man 
and moreover a descendant of Zeus, redeemed Hector 


_ from the man who was also a hero and a descendant 


of Zeus. 


51. The name of the Dipsas (thirst-provoker) de- 
clares to us what it does. Itis smaller than the viper, 
but kills more swiftly, for persons who chance to be 
bitten burn with thirst and are on fire to drink and 
imbibe without stopping and in a little while burst. 
Sostratus declares that the Dipsas is white, though 
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it has two black stripes on its tail. And I have heard 
that some people call these snakes presteres (inflaters) ; 
others, kausones (burners). In fact they deluge this 
creature with ahostofnames. It has also been called 
melanurus (black-tail), so they say, and by others 
ammobates (sand-crawler); and should you also hear 
it also called kentris (stinger), you may take it from 
me that the same snake is meant. 

And it behoves me to repeat a story (which I know Die pot 
from having heard it) regarding this creature, so that ees 
I may not appear to be ignorant of it. It is said that of sts 


eyew ypapyas peAaivas do. aovw be 6rt Kal 
mpnorijpas avTas Kahobot Tiwes, Katvowvas dé 
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THY adray job A€yeoBau voet. Sef 5é€ Kal pwodOov 
t@0e TH CHM emGoat pe Svmep odbv aKovoas 
0(6a,° ws av py Soxoinv apabds exew avrod.~ TOV 
ITpopnfea hero TO nip 7» oyun gnc, Kat TOV 


Aia GyavaKr hoa 6 polos Aéyer Kat Tots KATO. 


ADRES LETT ASDA NA TL PASTE RISLIS ED OREN 


Sipe MEPs Be Os TEESS = 


went 


EEA Ea LER LL EEA LEDC ELD ELE LA LEED EE SLY EELS EEE ISD DIL ALLAN ENE ETL CLL EL ALLE A A ALELICALEBR SAIL LEB LASALLE EES LENE LED AAR IL ALA DANE L EES PLD EEL EASE SLA LANAI LAID LED ASL EDA IIA SL LEE EEL EA BIA GL A AEN PLL AACA ODD VEGETATED EAA AAD AAPL IAL CLAD I ALLA L DOE AEELE ALS PELLILED AD SEF Af ETRE CAL LAL LEEDS PIA LAPT IEP ACEI DNC ADIL PLIL IL SDI LAN LAL ALAN IDADII LAT ALIIAD 





Enrica THY thomny dodvat padppo.cov ynpus 
apuvTnptov. TobTo otv émi dv Detvau TOUS 
AaBovras mémvopat. Kal TOV [Lev mpotevat TO 
dos pépovra, elvat dé wpav Dépevov, KQL dubavra 
Tov OVvov émt TWO, Kenyan KaTG. THY Tov morot 
xpetay €AUeitv. tov odtv odw tov dvdAdrrovra 
avaoréAAew avTov Kat Grredawtvew, KQL €KELVOV 
orpeBAovpevov puobdv of THs pirornotas dodvar 
Omep ovv ervXE Pepoov Pappaicov. ovKobyv avribo- 
ols ‘yiveTat, Kal O pev mivet, 6 O€ TO yijpas amroove~ 
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rt ovr ; eye Tod pdbov mOUNTIS 5 ard’ ouK av 
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"Exrixdpov Kat “[Buxos 6 "Pnytvos Kat “Aptorias 
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Prometheus stole fire, and the story goes that Zeus 
was angered and bestowed upon those who laid in- 
formation of the theft a drug to ward off old age. So 
they took it, as I am informed, and placed it upon an 
ass. ‘The ass proceeded with the load on its back; 
and it was summer time, and the ass came thirsting 
to a spring in its need for a drink. Now the snake 
which was guarding the spring tried to prevent it and 
force it back, and the ass in torment gave it as the 
price of the loving-cup the drug that it happened to 
be carrying. And so there was an exchange of gifts : 
the ass got his drink and the snake sloughed his old 
age,* receiving in addition, so the story goes, the ass's 
thirst. 

What then? Did I invent the legend? I will 
deny it, for before me it is celebrated by Sophocles,’ 
the tragic poet, and Dinolochus, the rival of Epi- 
charmus, and Ibycus of Rhegium, and the comic poets 
Aristias and Apollophanes. 


* Tijpas is used in two senses: (i) old age, (ii) old 


Sophocles, in his Kwdol Xdrupo[ fr. 362 P]. Of the follow- 
ing poets no fragment relating to this story survives. 
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54. "Eytvos, ody 6 Oaddootos, adn’ 6 yepoatos, 
mola pev Kat ddAda ws €ort travotipyos 7dn LoL 
dédextat, 6 Sé odk« elzov adtob Sodepoy épyov, 
Toro eiphoetat Ta vov. pédAAwy dXdicKkecbar éav- 
Tov ovvetAjoas aAnmrov éepydlerat, efra pévro. 
Kat méCet TO TVEOG Kal aKivnTos aTpEwel Kal TOV 
TteQvedta dmoKpiveras. 





* See 3.10; 4. 17. 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 52-54 


52. Were I to pass over a piece of cleverness on the An Elephant 


part of an Elephant, someone will say that I failed § 
through ignorance to record it. And it is really 
worth hearing, so let us hear it. The man who was 
entrusted with the care of its food was in the habit 
of purloining its corn, and by scattering stones under- 
neath it he rendered most of the food uneatable, while 
preserving the bulk of the measure, so far as the 
master who supervised them both couldsee. And for 
a while he escaped detection. So the. Elephant, 
observing the designing fellow as he was cooking 
some porridge, picked up with its trunk a mass of sand 
at its feet and flung it into the pot, thus adroitly 
avenging the treatment it had received at his hands. 


unishes 
ishonesty 


53. Allother Dogs are clever at catching and track- ay Dog in 


ing down wild animals; Egyptian Dogs however excel 
aes away. Ties ahough they dread the 
creatures in the Nile, thirst compels them to drink, 
while their fear does not allow them to drink in peace 
as much as they want. For that reason they do not 
put their heads down and drink, for fear some crea- 
ture from below may creep up and seize them ; and. 
so they run along the brink, lapping with their tongue 
and snatching or, one might say, positively stealing 
their drink. 


54. I have already * mentioned many other crafty The 
tricks of the Land Echinus (hedgehog), not the Sea 


Echinus (sea-urchin), but one specimen of its guile 
which I failed to mention I will mention now. When 
it is likely to be caught it rolls itself up, which makes 
it impossible to handle; moreover it holds its breath 
and remains motionless and pretends to be dead. 
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5D. Ai Aewddes, ove av abras aroondceas TOV 
meTp@v, ovde et AdBois SaxrvAow <rois>! tod 
Mitwvos, 6omep otv éyxparéorara Kal eddafe- 
oTaTa THY pordy KaTelxyev, Ws pr adrHvy aderdoBar 


o~ 3 / \ ~ fan ~ 
TOV avtTimdAwy twa THs SeEvas adrod. Goris Se: 


emixeipel Aendda drroondoat THs métpas, } mpocée- 
XETAL, yeAGrar? poyav Kat mapéexes® Pupndiav. 
aduvarel yotv éyxparis od omedder yevéobar. 
Svoperyn S¢ ovdipm axileras dd ris mérpas did. 


56. Urparevovrar S€ dpa ot AiBves od pdvov 
emt TOUS yetrovas, wa adtdy mAdov éywow, ada. 
Kat €mt Tovs edégavras. Kat toaci ye éxeivor ris 
0008 THS <w avrous THY UTdleow odbdeV Erepov 
evar 4 Tovs dddvTas. of Tolvev manpwhérres Tov 
erepov émi petodmov éordat, tv Aourdv mpoBaa- 
Aopeveny adrous, iva ob bev broddywvras ri 
mpwrny opyiy, ot Oe dpivwcw axepalw TH TOV 
oddvTww pwoun Kal Loomrane?, tows dé trav AtBdwv 4 
Kal Katapirocogobyres Kat emodetkvuvres adtots 
OTL apa ovx vmep peydAov Tob aBAov Kwdvved- 
coves yKovot. Xpdvrat o€ dpa 7TH pév trav 
cddvTwv ws Bmw, Kat TeOnypnevov adrov duddr- 
Tovet, TH de ws opwin: Kal yap ev adt@ pitas 
opvTTovot Kat dévdpa expoydedoarres droKXl- 
vovow. 


57. Ov povov de dpa joav dhavrixal al déduy- 
Yes Kat evyeipes Kata THY “AOnvav viv "Epydvnv 


1 ¢rots> add. H. 


2 Reiske: veda re. 
® Reiske: eye. oS 


4 Ges: "Ivddv. 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 55-57 


55. You would not succeed in dislodging Limpets The Limpet 


from the rocks, even were you to grasp them with the 
fingers of a Milo® who clung with such strength and 
tenacity to a pomegranate-tree that not one of his 
opponents could wrench it from his right hand. But 
anyone who undertakes to dislodge a Limpet from 
the rock to which it is clinging is laughed at for his 
pains and affords merriment to others. At all events 
it is impossible for him to get what he wants. An 
iron saw will at long last detach it from the rock. 


56. It appears that the Libyans do not confine The 


themselves to waging war upon their neighbours with 


a view to gaining an advantage over them, but they hunters 


wage war upon Elephants also. And the latter are 
well aware that the purpose of their attack is nothing 
else than to get their tusks. So those beasts that 
have had one tusk mutilated stand in the front line, 
the rest of the herd using them as a cover in order 
that they may receive the first assault and that the 
rest may help with the strength of their tusks un- 
damaged and equal to the struggle. And perhaps 
they are trying to convince the Libyans and to prove 
to them that they are risking their lives for an in- 
considerable reward. One of their tusks they use as 
a weapon and keep sharpened; the other they use as 
a mattock, for with it they dig up roots and lever up 
and bend down trees. 


57. It seems after all that Spiders are not only The Spider's 


dexterous weavers after the manner of Athena the 


@ Native of Crotona, 6th cent. B.c., proverbial for his 
great strength, gained six Olympic and six Pythian victories 
in wrestling. 
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te Kat IInvirw Oedv, wedidxact 5é1 Kal yewper- 
piay Sewal. td yodv Kévtpov dvddrrovet Kal tov 
e€ adtob KvKcdov Kal tiv mepidépeav axpiBotow 
iayup@s, kat EdxAeiSou Séovrar oddé ev Kabnvras 
yap €v TH Kévtpw péow eAdoy@oat Tiv éavTdv 
aypav. elol® 8€ ws? elmeiy cal dddvrpiae yev- 
vatat Kal akeaTixyy etmdAayot: Kal 6 Te dv 
dtappnéns €xeivav ris edajvov te Kal edpuirov 
codias, at dé dvaxobdvrar, Kat amabes Kal oAdKAN- 
pov av0ts amodeiKvurras. 7 


58. "Avev 5é Aoytoricfjs of dotixes ovpPadety 
érav Trevraxociov loacw apiOudv, pabyrat dicews 
THs copwraryns ovres, Kal dia Tadrd rou pnde 4 
daxTvAwy Sedenuevor } adAov Tivos és émorhunv 
apiOunricns. daép srov 8é toact rodro Kat 
eldevat avaykn adrods, Snuwdns eoriv 6 Adyos. 
Tov d€ TO mevraxoctwy ér&v ypdvov mAnpovpevov 
icaow Alyurrioy 7 tis 7) oddets, dAtyou S€ KomdF 
Kal odtoe T&v tepéwy. odror® § ofv® ampds 
addrrous dep todrwy ob padiws ovpPFvar éxov- 
ow, ard ot ev epeayedodor odds abrods épilovres 
ws" od viv add’ és dorepov d8¢ 6 Detos Spvis 
abi£erar 7 ws expiv yew: 6 8 DAws exeivwy 
epilovrwy amoonuatverat Satpoviws tov Kaipov 
Kat mdpeorw. ot dd, Ovew dvdyen adtods Kal 


1 repvxecay S€ dpa. 2 Foav or gore. 
¢ 3 
3 ws iddvre. 4 wre. 
5 ral of ; 5 
Kat ovroL, 5 Kaibel: yodv mss, H. 
7 9 as. 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 57-58 


_ Worker and goddess of the Loom, but that they are 


by nature clever at geometry.* Thus, they keep to 
the centre and fix with the utmost precision the circle 
with its boundary based upon it, and have no need of 
Euelid,? for they sit at the very middle and lie in wait . 
for their prey. And they are, as you might say, most 
excellent weavers and adept at repairing their web. 
And any thread that you may chance to break of their 
skilled and delicate workmanship they repair and 
render sound and whole again. 


58. The Phoenix knows how to reckon five hundred The Phoenix 


years without the aid of arithmetic, for it is a pupil 
of all-wise Nature, so that it has no need of fingers or 
anything else to aid it in the understanding of num- 
bers. The purpose of this knowledge and the need 
for it are matters of common report. But hardly a 
soul among the Egyptians knows when the five- 
hundred-year period is completed; only a very few 
know, and they belong to the priestly order. But in 
fact the priests. have difficulty in agreeing on these 
points, and banter one another and maintain that it 
is not now but at some date later than when it was 
due that the divine bird will arrive. Meantime 
while they are vainly squabbling, the bird miracu~- 
lously guesses the period by signs and appears. 
And the priests are obliged to give way ¢ and confess 
that they devote their time ‘to putting the sun to 


@ Op. Arist. HA 623 a 7 and D. W. Thompson (Eng. tr.) 
ad loc. 

> Euclides of Alexandria, the famous geometer, c. 300 B.c. 

¢ Lit. ‘to offer sacrifice’; the word is used metaphoric- 
ally of one who concedes a point, who admits that something 
is due to one in a stronger position than himself. See Headlam 
on Herodas 2. 71, Kaibel, Hermes 28 (1893) 538-4. 
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e ~ ¢ \ 4 Wd > “ 4 
Gporoyeiv ort Tov pev HAvov ev Tats A€oxats KaTa~ 
ra Ed 4 3 yw 4 ¢ # 
Svew dyovor cyodynv, odk toact S€ Goa opvibes. 
> al / ) \ ~ o 3 7 id f ~ 
éxeiva 5€, @ mpos THY De@v, od copa, EldEevat rob 
pev Alyumrdés éort, rod 5é Kat ‘HAiov adds, evba 
ait@ mémpwras Kew, Kal dou woTé TOV TATépa 
? 4 4 ? f / o \ > 
catabéaba. yp Kat év Onxats riot; ratra de Ei 
ut Sox Oavpacrd, dpd ye Ta ayopata Kat Ta, 
evérrAua Kat TAs dAAas TOY avOpdmwv és aAAjAovs 
ve Kat kar GdAjAwv émBovdds epotpev coda; 
> 4 \ ? “ Ss - \ ? A 
éuol prev od Soxel, @ Luiovpwv Kat Kepxwawv Kat 
TeAyivwy Cydwrat dvOpwror. Aéyw dé mpos Tods 
> ~ “~ 
dxpiBotvras Tabra, mpds ye nv Tods areAéoTous 
Tots mpoeipnuevors KaKots od éyw. 


59. To S€ évOvpnpatixov } Kai diaAdexruxoy Kal 
4 Se) TAA “a 50 € \ 2 3 a \ ~ 
TO TobdE paAXov H TOBdE atperiKoV * Et Kal Ta CHa 
io > 7 an Ww 5 ) ? A ~ 5A 
oldev, eikdtws av eimousev SiddoKaAov THY oAwY 
4 é LA 4 “~ ‘ 
Tv dvcow dpayov. €uol yody tis yevodpevos 
~ / 
SuarenTiKs Kal Kuvnyeciov auwayemws €xdpevos 
roatra édeyev. Hv Onparixy Kidwv, 4 8 os. 
3 ~ \ > Ww # ‘ ¢ \ 3 
ovKoby Aayw Kar iyvia Yer. Kal Oo pev ovdyx 
e os Ff 
Ewpato mw, petabdovoa dé 4% KUwY evTvyydvet 
? ‘ a >. Ff > \ \ 
mov Taddpw, Kal Siatropel Apa ye emi Seta apewov 
2c) Ad ee eae / ge 
H emt Odrepa dihKew: ws 8° amoxpwvrTws eddxet 
/ > , 
orabunoacbat, «ira edOdwpov dsrepemidynoev. 6 
? S 
dackwy ovv SiadextiKds Te elvat Kal OnpatiKds 


1 éyOupnrixev. 2 Reiske: aiperov. 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 53-59 


rest with their talk’ f[ep. Call. ep. 2 = AP. 7. 80]; 
but they do not know as much as birds. But, in 
God’s name, is it not wise to know where Egypt is 
situated, where is Heliopolis whither the bird is 
destined to come, and where it must bury its father 
and in what kind of coffin?? But if there is nothing 
wonderful in all this, are we really to pronounce as 
‘ wise’ affairs relating to the market, to armaments, 
and men’s other schemes for their mutual undoing? 
I think not, you men who rival Sisyphus? and the 
Cercopes ¢ and the Telchines.4 I address myself to 
those who perfect themselves in these matters, but 
not to those who have not been initiated into the 
aforesaid abominations. 


59. If even animals know how to reason deduc- 
tively, understand dialectic, and how to choose one 
thing in preference to another, we shall be justified 
in asserting that in all subjects Nature is an instruc- 
tress without a rival. For example, this was told me 
by one who had some experience in dialectic and 
was to some degree a devotee of the chase. There 
was a Hound, he said, trained to hunt; and so it was 
on the track of a hare. And the hare was not yet to 
be seen, but the Hound pursuing came upon a ditch 
and was puzzled as to whether it had better follow to 
the left or to the right. And when it seemed to have 
weighed the matter sufficiently, it leapt straight 


* See Hdt. 2.73. 

> Sisyphus, mythical King of Corinth, became a byword for 
deceitfulness and cruelty. 

¢ Cercopes, mischievous dwarfs, who robbed Heracles ; 
changed by Zeus into monkeys. 

2 Telchines, under one aspect, were malignant demons with 
the power of changing their shapes. 
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The Dog, its 
reasoning 


power 
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TavTn my ovvedyew thy brép tov d|exOevrwr 
eretpiro amddetw. émortdca 7 Kiwv éeoxoreiro 
Kal mpos éavTiy Edeyev “row THOE 7 THOSE 7} Cxeivy 
6 Aayas érpdmero. ovre piv THde ove ride: 
exewyn apa. Kat ot pot eddxet codilecbas trav 
yap ixvav pn opwrevwv él rade THs tddpov, 
Katéveirero direprndqoa tov Aayov adriv. ei- 
KOTWS obv énndnoe Kal att?) Kat’ adrdév: iyvev- 
TUN yap Kat edpivos éxeivy } ye 4 Kdwv Fv. 


60. Maccayéra: pév, ws ‘Hpddoros Adyer, tov 
papetTpedva mpd ye éavTdv kpepdoavres, etra 
pévroe optre? TH Ondreia 6 dppnv eudavdas, ei Kat 
dp@ev avrods of mdvres, medpovtixdres odSév 
exetvoi® ye. KaprAwy dé dutAdia odk dv ore 
eudavys yévorro, o0dé dpwvTwv oiovel paptipwy- 
adda cite aid& dapev cite dvoews SApov arédp- 
pyrov, tatta Anpoxpitw tre Kal tots dAdAots 
Karareirapev ehéyyew Te Kal Tas airias oleobar 3 
Aéyew ikavois brép TaY arexudprwv Te Kal od 
ovpPAnrov. Adon 5é Kal 6 voueds aradAdrreral 
Tot, oTav aicbnra THs cupdhoirycews adrois Tis 
mpos aAdjAous tiv 6puiv, Borep obv adioTdjevos 
traptobow €s OdAapov viudyn Te Kal vupdin. 


~ A ~“ 
61. Avxodpyos 8€ vopoberet vopov didavOpw- 
4 id 3 > ~ 
TOTATOV, WS ey@puat, Udxwy Te Kal oddv adiora- 
“ ? 
ofa. rots mpecBurdépos rods vewrépovs aidot 


: ieiske: exeivos 7} éxeivy. 2 exeivery. 
3 oleoOa: del. H. | 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 59-61 


across. So the man who professed himself both 
dialectician and huntsman essayed to offer the proof 
of his statements in the following manner: The 
Hound paused and reflected and said to itself: “ The 
hare turned either in this direction or in that or went 
ahead. It turned neither in this direction nor in 
that; therefore it went ahead.’ And in my opinion 
he was not being sophistical, for as no tracks were 
visible on the near side of the ditch, it remained that 
the hare must have jumped over the ditch. So the 
Hound was quite right also to jump over after it, 
for certainty that this particular Hound was good at 
tracking and keen-scented. 


60. The Massagetae, according to Herodotus 
[1. 216], hang up their quivers in front of themselves 
and then the man has commerce with the woman 
openly, even though all can see, though in fact they 
pay no attention. Camels however would never 
couple in the open, nor if there were witnesses, so to 
say, looking on. But whether we are to call this 
modesty or a mysterious gift of Nature, let us leave 
it to Democritus and others to decide and suppose 
themselves competent to investigate and explain the 
causes of matters obscure and past conjecture. And 
even the herdsman at once takes himself off when he 
realises that the urge to couple is upon them, just as 
one withdraws when the bride and bridegroom are 
about to enter the marriage-chamber. 


61. Lyecurgus laid down a most humane law (as I 
think), viz that younger men should give up their 


seats to, and leave the path for, their elders out of old age 


« The statement is a travesty of Hdt, 1. 216. 
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xpovov es dv edyovray mdvres dduxéoban, edvirep 
ovv abrois mempwyevov tobro Sirov #. ma&st $e 
0 yevvatos 6 Tod Edvépou Svvasto dy rots Tis 
gvoews vopows duwdAdobal re Kal dvrixpivecba: 
eatovor yoby ro Tav édeddvrwy yévos, d Avxobip- 
yot Te Kai Dédwves Kal Zddeveor rat Xapavdar, 
dyrrep ovv dpeis vouobereire obdé tiv dpyhv, Kal 
opws Op@or rowatra, cat tpodfs ddioravras rots 
mpeoBurépots of vor, Kal yipa apeypevous 
Geparrevovow adtrovs, Kal Kwddvwv pvovrat, Kal 
és opvypara eumecdvras olde dvdyovat, ppvyavewv 
Tivas ayKanibdas Kat daxéAous éuBaddvres, otozrep 
otv ws avaBaluots ypdpevor exeivor efra dviact 
ype Bapeis dvres. mod Sal? FAdyoe mAnyats 
marépa éédpas; mob Sat daexnpv€ev 6 marip 6 
€v TOUTOLS TOV vidV; vptv Sé tows, & dvOpwrror, 
Cox A€dyew pOous rexvirais? (ei TaAnOG Aéyew 
<Dedowev) Kat moutats obo. trav pia rdv 
ATLOTOUILEVWY, : 


62. Dirodéomorov pev* ds eorw 6 KUWY, 
TeKumpwot Kat Ta On AeyOevTa, xpi) 5é dpa tér- 
Tew Covv>® adrois Kal éexeivd ye dj7ov. Téddwv 
0 Lupaxdowos Kabevdwv Babdrara éddxer dL0PAnTos 
yeyovevar. Kat Td per gddopa dveipos Fy, €Boa 
de Kairor Kabeddwv® Kal pdda ye d€ela Kal 
Sarépw tH puvfi. Kdwv odbv bn’ abtd Tpapets 


L mos ° 
100. 2 Reiske: 8é. 
* Schn: rexviras. 4 weév ody. 
5 é 
<ovv> add. H. § xabeviwv adrés. 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 61-62 


respect for years which all pray they may attain, if 
that chance to be their destiny. But how could the 
noble son of Eunomus seek to rival and compete with 
the laws of Nature? At any rate, you lawgivers, men 
like Lycurgus,* Solon, Zaleucus, and Charondas, the 
race of Elephants obeys laws which your legislation 
does not even begin to touch. For all that, they 
behave in the following manner: the young ones 
give way to the elders in feeding; they wait upon 
those that are weak with age; they guard them 
from danger; when they fall into pits the young ones 
drag them out by throwing in armfuls, so to say, and 
bundles of dry sticks which the elders use as steps and 
so climb out, though burdened with age. Where, I 
should like to know, did an Elephant ever belabour its 
sire with blows? Where, I ask, among Elephants did 
a sire ever disinherititsson? But perhaps, my fellow 
men, you who(if I am to speak the truth) fabricate and 
invent incredible tales, think that I am telling tales. 


62. What I have said above ® proves that the Dog Gelon and 
certainly loves his master, and so I think I should ™*° 


put the following story beside the rest. Gelon of 
Syracuse ¢ while fast asleep fancied that he had been 
struck by Zeus.? But what he saw was only a dream ; 
yet, although asleep he cried aloud and at the top of 
his voice. Whereupon a Dog which he kept, hear- 


¢ Lycurgus, son of Eunomus and King of Sparta, perh. 
9th cent. B.c., legislator par excellence of Sparta.—Zaleucus, 
7th cent. B.c., drew up laws for Locri Epizephyrii.—Charondas 
of Catana, perh. 6th cent. B.c., made laws for his city, for 
Rhegium and other Chalcidian cities. : 

> See ch. 25. 

¢ Tyrant of Syracuse, 485-78 B.c. | 

@ J.e.by a thunderbolt. The story is repeated in VH 1. 13. 
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> / 

axovoas pirov Kal ovvtpddov dléywaros, ws rt 
~ > 3 “~ a“ A 

tod DéAwvos é€ émBovdds mabey Kuwdvvevortos, 


e = € ~ > \ : 
ws etyev opps avafopay émi thy orpwprvny Kal 


repiBas Tov tpopea, vAdKTer ohodpédtara, ofa 5} 
dyLvvovpevos | Tov emidvTa. e&iypeTo Toivuy 6 
Dede KQL vio Tov déoUS Kal bo THs dAakHs 
exBadayv tov Umvov Kaitou Babdtarov évra. 


: 63. Apdiccov vamos vynmi@ tadt, TO ‘yévos 
Apxdse, Kaxeivos Eemiywptos yiveTrat otvvTpodos. 
ovKoty ovvaviovTe® ryv yAtkiay 6 mais? F 
}etpa.ctov Kal O ovvrpogos Uiréppeyas ON Hv. 
Kab adAndous pe epidouv, ot b€ TH prerpari 
mpoonKovres wppedovy tot Gnptov td péyeBos: 
TO ydp Tot C@ov rotro, wdKioTa peyéer perv 
peyotov ious av atrd, deer dé doBepdrarov. 
Kafevdovra otv obv TH Tad emi ye rhs KAlvys 
Tis adrijs Gpapevor ws OTL TOppwTdrw KoutiCovor, 
Kat O pev UmavEeoTy O mais, 6 dé euewev 6 Space. 
ws de vAns eddBero Kal rv exe? dapudkav Todv 
oupduay, dvérpiPev evtad0a tais raév SpakdvTwr 
Tpogais nodpevos Kal thy epnuiay mpd Tadv 
aorucay Svar prBav Kat ta&v év tots Swyartots 
TpoaipoujLevos exeivos. Svéprey d€ 6 ypdvos Tov 
pev amepnve veaviav, Tov d€ eipydoaro Spdxovra 
75 TéAciov. Kat tote 8u épyyias ay 6 *ApKds 
0 TOU C@ou Tob mpoeipyyevou epacTis Kal épw@pevos 
Ajorats mepiTvyxaver, Kat qTatopevos Eider ola 
eixos €Boa, Ta pev ddydv, ra Sé Kal cvuppdyous 
Tapaxahay. dpadxwv dé jv dpa Cawv Kal ideiv 
 ofvwiréaratos Kal BKwotos axojv.4 odxoby exet- 


i 2 f ; 
QELVVOMEVOS. 2 GVUVaviorvTe TE OF OUVaVLOVTES . 
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ON ANIMALS, VI. 62-63 


ing the voice of its friend and comrade, as though 
Gelon’s life was in danger from a plot, leapt with all 
its force on to the bed and stood over its master, 
barking furiously, as though it would keep off the 
assailant. So Gelon was roused and through fear — 
and the noise of barking threw off sleep though it was 
of the deepest. 


63. A young Snake was brought up along with a 
child, an Arcadian born; the snake too was of the 
country. So as the pair grew up the child became a 
youth while his foster-brother had already become 
enormous. And they were devoted to one another. 
But the relatives of the youth were terrified at the 
size of the monster. (You may see these creatures 
attain in a very short time to an enormous size and 
the most terrifying aspect.) And so while it was 
asleep on the same bed with the boy, they picked it 
up and took it as far away as possible. And the boy 
rose up, but the Snake remained in that place. And 


_ when it took to the forest and the drugs that grew 


there, it lived there, enjoying the food of snakes and 
preferring waste places to life in a city and confine- 
ment in a room. | 

Time passed and turned one into a young man, the 
other into a Snake now full-grown. And on one 
occasion the Arcadian, the lover and the beloved of 
the aforesaid creature, going through a lonely region, ° 
fell in with brigands, and at a blow from a sword he’ 
cried out, as was natural, both from pain and in order 
to summon help. Now it seems that the Snake of all 
creatures has the sharpest sight and the keenest 
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vOS, ATE GUT@ ovvTpadeis, TOU POeyyaros adKovet, 
\ m 3 
kat ovptoas o€8, oiov! wpytopévos, e&émAnké re 
> / A ; / “~ 
exeivous, Tpomos Te adTrods KaTadapPdaver, Kal wav 
ov > a , Ed By ‘ 
ogov nv Kaxodpyov Staczeipovrat dAAos aAAn, Kal 
peévroe Kai Karadndbévras ? twas olkriorw S10- 


/ “ ~ 5 
pbeiper Gavdrw > rob ye wv wadaod Ta. Tpodpara 


Kabypas didov Kai map * dcov évOynpov Fv rod 
Tomov ® rrapaméupas, @yero amav eva adrov 
e€efecav, ore pnvioas bmép ris piibews, ote cs 
ob Kaxot TOv avOpdiawy mepudav ev xwdbvew dvra 
Tov Tews didrarov. 


64. ‘H addanE movnpov Cadov éeorw, evOev ror 
Kat KepdaArénv ob wounrat Kadeiv dirodaw adriv: 
movnpov b€ Kal 6 xepaatos eyivds ort. Kat 5 pev 
cavrov ovvetdyjoas Keirat, Oeaoduevos Fxovoav 
Tyv GAdmexa, 7 Sé yavetv re Kal evdaxeiv od 
dvvayevn, Kata otpnoev adrod és 76 ordpa 6 Se 
aronviyerat, TOO ® mvevuaros evdov ex THS ovves- 
Ajcews Katecynpévov Kai émtippéovrés of Tob 
Mpoeipnevou, Kal wévTor CKal>? Tov Tpdmov ToOD- 
Tov KaKOY KaK mepieADotan. Tov exivov % ddamrn€ 
Ld + ‘4 > , \ ? 4 # 
npnkev avrov. avwrépw de Onpa A€exTar dAAn. 


65. Lepi 76 Kwvadmrov odrw Kadovpevov (ySpos 
dé dpa ris MatdriSds éort) rots domadevtais Te 
Kat Qadarroupyois dvipdow of AvKoL moTas ® 
mapapevovat, Kat ec Gedoato, odK ay elzrous adtods 


1 xat olor. 2 Gall: Knaradadbévras. 

3 + Oavdrw. * Gow: wév Mss, ‘corrupt’ H. 
° rob térrov] Haupt, rodro MSS, ‘ corrupt’ H. 
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hearing. Accordingly this Snake, being the youth’s 
foster-brother, heard his voice and hissing loudly as 
in anger, struck terror into the brigands, who were 
seized with trembling: the villains were all scattered 
in different directions, and what is more, some were 
overtaken by the Snake and perished miserably. 
But the Snake cleansed the wounds of its old friend, 
and after escorting him past that part of the region 
where wild beasts lurked, departed and went to the 
spot where the relations had exposed it: it showed no 
resentment at having been cast away, nor did it in 
the hour of danger, like base men, neglect one who 
had been its dearest friend. 


64. The Fox is a rascally creature, hence poets are 
fond of calling it ‘ crafty.” The Hedgehog also is a 
rascal, for directly it sees the Fox approaching it rolls 
itself into a ball and lies still. And the Fox, unable 
to open his jaws and bite it, makes water into its 
mouth. And the Hedgehog is suffocated because its 
breathing is stopped through its being rolled up and 
because of the aforesaid stream. Moreover the Fox 
having thus tricked the Hedgehog, one scoundrel 
tricking another, catches it out. 

I have earlier* described another method of 
capture. 


65. In the neighbourhood of Conopeum as it is Wolves and 


called (it is a district near the Maeotic lake °) Wolves : 
are the faithful companions of the anglers and the 
fisherfolk, and were you to see them you would say 


@ See ch. 24. b Sea of Azov. 
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that they were no different from house-dogs. Now 
if these Wolves receive a share of the catch from the 
sea, there is a treaty of peace between them and the 
fishermen. Otherwise the Wolves rip up and destroy 
the nets, and for failing to give them a share inflict 
this damage upon the fishermen. 


Kuvany otxoupovvroov diadepen. édv pev obv aro- 
Adxwot Ths dypas Tijs Gararriov poipas olde of 
AvKot, etpyvata atrots | Tpos Tovs ddtéas Kal 
evomrovod cori’ él de uy, Stagaivovew adirtav ro, 
dixrva Kat ddavilovor, Kal eocarv srép ris 
oferépas apuotpias Cyutiav ot AdKoe adrots. | 
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1. Hémvopar d€ dpa Kai apilunrixns tas Bots 
ovK dyoipous elvan Tas Lovatas. Kat WS ovK 
cor dws KOpLTOS TO ElpyuEvov, apTus 6 Adyos 
6 A€ywv ev Lovoows tH Baorret Bots €s tods 
mrapadeicous modAas €s Ta HrTov émtppvTa avTAciv 
EKaOTYHV KaOoUS EKaTOV. odKObY 7 TOV emuynobévTa 
avrais 7 Tov ovvtpapevTa €K mroAdod joyPov 
mpobupdorata exredobot, Kat odK av BAaKkedovoady 
twa, Geaoato’ <i d€ mépa THS mpoeipynuevns éxa- 
TovTddos éva yoov mpoodumapihceias Kddov avyy- 
cacbat, od eicets ovdE avayKdoets OUTE TaAlwy 
ovTe KoAaKkedwv. Aéyer Krnoias. 


2. ‘Yao tots woot rob "Ariavros (épos 5é dpa 
TobTo byvetro Kat bro TOY ouyypadéwy Kal 
pevTot Kat vmo TOY TomTav) vowat Tré etou 
Gavpactat Kat trAat Babdrarat, Kali 76 ye Sdoos 
aita&v é€oucev GAceot wavy oKtepots Kat ovvnpedpe- 
ow. evratta dnrrov Tovs on aadatods TaV 
edepavrov pao adixvetobat, yipa Bapets ovras: 
dyeu de adrovs apa nH pvots Womep obv és azrotKiay, 
avarravoaca 1 ndn Kat olov oppov Twa Kat Ayséeva 
molnrov anodjvaca avrois, dmov tod Biov rob 
aogetépov 70 dAowrdv Katalhioovow.2 dvetrar dé 
avrois kat myn ToTiyLOU TE VOaTOS Kat Kalapod 
pada a&dbovos,® vopilovrat re iepot, Kat adievras 
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BOOK VII 


1. I have ascertained that the Cows in Susa are not Cows of 


unacquainted even with arithmetic. And that this 
is no idle boast the following story bears witness. 
In Susa the King has a large number of Cows of 
which each one draws one hundred buckets <daily> 
to water the drier places in his parks. Now they 
perform with the utmost zest the task which has 
either been heaped upon them or to which they 
have long been accustomed, and you would never 
see one of them idling. If however you were 
to urge them to draw so much as one bucket- 
ful in excess of the century, you will neither 
persuade nor compel them, whether by blows or 
by soft words, to do so. This is what Ctesias 


Says. 


9. At the foot of Atlas (this mountain is celebrated 
by historians and also by poets) there are marvellous 
pasture-lands and forests of the deepest, whose 
dense foliage is like that of groves all shady and 
over-arched. And that, you know, is where Elephants 
are said to resort in old age when heavy with years. 
And Nature leads them as it were to a colony, giving 
them rest at last and providing them with a desired 
anchorage and harbour, so to speak, where they can 
live out the rest of their life. And they have a 
spring of drinking-water pure and welling up abun- 
dantly; and they are regarded as sacred and are 
allowed to go unmolested; and they have an agree- 


Susa 


A home for 
aged Ble- 
phants 
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dovAot, Kal mapa ye Tov BapPapwy rdv rHde 
eiAndaow és abypiay omovdds, adovrat+ re ws 
braiots tial Oeots Kal varraios Tot ydpov Seo7d- 
Tats mévu pédovrat. Stappet Sé barép adra@v rat 
éxelvos 6 Adyos ws apa tis TOV Paotléwy Tdv 
emiywpiwy émdbnoe b1a TO KdAXOS THY dddvTWY 3 
Kal To peyeOos amoKteivat Twas atdta&v, wa ot 
yevnrat KThua eaiperovy eivac yap did Te 
modvetiay Kat wAHG0s ypdvov péyroTroy péytora 
éxeivwy TOV ChHwv tabra Ta d7Aa. ds dé éofdbev 
noe 7 emiOvpia adrov, tpraxociovs dAoyadas 
e€éreuse KaTaxovTiobvras * Thvde THY lepav 
ayéeAnv. Kal ot pev  woddv elyov d:avicavtes 
Thy OdoV wrdiopevoe Kat 67) TO ywpiw mpoceréda- 
Cov, Aoiuds S€ adtods ddvw ovdAd\aBaov Katéotpwoe, 
Kat mwAY évos ot mavTes amroAwAacw, GoTEp odV 
eravehbav ro mafos Sinyjoaro 7@ méprbavtTe Kal 
pdra ye otKtiorov. otTw pev 579 Kal Geodidcts 
edwpalynoav ovres éAddharres. 


3. Z@ov eort Ulatovexdy, kat KékAnTrar woven, 
Kat €o.xe Tavpw Aaciw To peyefos. obdrTos ovv ® 
6TaV OLWKNTAL, TapaTTomEvos adinor mupades Kat 
Spy amoTarnua, Ws aKkovw, OTrep odV Et mpooTeé- 
cot Tw T&Vv Onpar&v améxrewev adrov. 


vv \ > 
4. "IStov b€ Hv apa ravpov Kat TO edzeibés, 
¢€ Q fA 4 3 4 ~ 3 ~ , 
YEP EVTOS TE KALE ES TO TT Ppaov €K TOV Onpiddous 
1 kat ddovrat. 
8 68dvTwy 7 KEparuv. 
4 Rewske: xaraxevriobvras. 
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ment with the barbarians in those parts that they shall 
not be hunted; and it is commonly said that they 
are under the care of certain gods of the district who 
are lords of wood and valley. And there is a story 
current about them, as follows. A certain King of 
that country was eager to kill some of them on 
account of the splendour and size of their tusks, in 
order to obtain a choice possession, for with the multi- 
tude of years and the lengthening of time these 
weapons of these creatures become enormous. 
So when this desire came upon him he despatched 
three hundred picked men to shoot this sacred herd. 
And all equipped they accomplished their journey 
with the utmost speed, and were actually nearing 
the spot when a pestilence suddenly seized them and 
laid them low: all died save only one, and he re- 
turned and rendered to him who had sent them a 
full account of the truly lamentable disaster. By 
this means it was discovered that the Elephants 
were beloved of the gods. 


3. There is an animal in Paeonia® called Monops, 
and it is the size of a shaggy bull. Now when this 
creature is pursued, in its agitation it voids a fiery 
and acrid dung, so I am told; and should this happen 
to fall on any of the hunters, it kills him. 


4. It seems that a special characteristic of the Bull 
is its docility, once it has been tamed and from being 


& Paeonia, mountainous district N of Macedonia. The 
animal was the Aurochs, now extinct. : 
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petaBadopévov.! pévovor yodv Kat em T&v depé- 
Tpewv cuctyn ToL, etre odmTiovs avtrovs e€léAots 
arpepeiv elre emt oTdpa, 6KAdoavTas TOUS mpoobi- 
ous Kal émt tod révovtos dépovTas 7 Tatda 7 


/ Bld ‘ + ~ A > “a 
Képnv. der dé dpa tTatpov Kat emt tots vwrous 


yuvaika ayovra,? Kal peTéwpov éoTadra emt Trav 
KaTémw oKEeA@v, Kal TO av o@pa ep tov 41) 
Kovows épeicavra. «ldov Se emt Tavpors Kat 
Opxoupevous Kal aKWhTovs €Keivous Kal arpé- 
MTOVS EOTWTAS. 


5. ‘H vA 7 AiBvooa modAay Kat TroukiAwy 
Onpiav yOvyLes €OTL, KaL MEVTOL Kat TO KaTwPAemov 
ourw Kahovpevov Kal GUTO 7 avT EoLKE TiKTELY. 
Kal Tavpw pEv €OTL mapamAnotov Goa ielv, THY Se 
oxy Soxei BAocupwrepov. sdindat pev yap at 
ddpves adt@ Kat daceiat, of 5é ddbOadpyot drdKew- 
ae ov para, Te Kare, Tous TOV Body peeyaAot, 

paxerepor dé Kat Udaywory Kal opd@aw ovK 
eddvwpor, GAAd és THY yy, VOev ror Kat KEKANTAL 
KatwBAerov. Addos Sé dpa avwley eK ris 
Kopudys apfduevos adT@ Kal tei Tpiyt Trapa~ 
mAgjotos dua. TOO peTw@mov KaTELOL, Kal TO TpPdTw- 
mov ot carahapBaver, Kat épydletat poBepwrepov 
TH evrvyovTt. oiretrar dé dpa pilas Savarypo- 
pous. ezretdav dé broPreyn Tavpydov, dpirrer prev 
Tapayphua Kat eyeipe. THY Aopiav> draviorapevyns 
€ dpa Tavrns Kal 6pGovpévyns Kat yupvoupéevwv 
Trav mepi TO oTopa yetAdwy, exméumer dua THS 
ddpvyyos .. 2 d€oBapées* kat Bpwuddes, ws 
1 peraBadAopevov. : 

: 2 dyovra tiv Edpaany 87. 
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savage become gentle. At any rate Bulls remain 
quiet when harnessed to litters, or if you want them 
to lie still on their back or with their head on the 
ground or to sink down on their knees and carry a 
boy or a girl on their neck. And you will even see a 
Bull bearing a woman on its back or standing erect 
on its hind legs while it supports with ease the entire 
weight of its body on some object or other. And I 
have even seen men dancing on the backs of Bulls, 
and the same men motionless there also and standing 


undislodged. 


5. Libya is the parent of a great number and a The’ Cato- 


great variety of wild animals, and moreover it seems 
that the same country produces the animal called 
the Katoblepon (down-looking).* In appearance it 
is about the size of a bull, but it has a more grim. 
expression, for its eyebrows are high and shaggy, and 
the eyes beneath are not large like those of oxen but 
narrower and bloodshot. And they do not look 
straight ahead but down on to the ground: that is 
why it is called ° down-looking.’ And a mane that 
begins on the crown of its head and resembles horse- 
hair, falls over its forehead covering its face, which 
makes it more terrifying when one meets it. And it 
feeds upon poisonous roots. When it glares like a bull 
it immediately shudders and raises its mane, and when 
this has risen erect and the lips about its mouth are 
bared, it emits from its throat pungent? and foul- 


@ Generally considered to be the Gnu. 
’ Lobeck, Path. 476 d£oBapés = graveolens. 


Rt 


3 Lacuna: <nvedua> Wellmann. 
4 Lobeck: d&evoBapés Mss, H. 


99 


blepon’ 


or Gnu 





AELIAN as 


karahauBaveotas yey TOV bmep. Kepadijs dépa., 
Tov dé Caw Ta mAnoudlovro, avanveovTa. ToUTov 
Kaxotabat aopddpa, Kal dpeovias TE Kal orracpots 
Bavarwdect Tmepumimrely. ouvingt Te Ths €abrou 
Suvdirews Gd€ O Onjp- oide S€é€ adrov Kat Ta CHa, 
Kal WS OTL TOppwWTAaTW GaTrOdLOpaGKeEL. 


6. "HAedavrw Ojpas € ETLOT LOVES qoovow 7 piv, 
OTaY Sudbeewv rat olde ot Opes, Grrew adTovs Kal 
pepeobau pun ayucrxen ° Kal OpLy AKATACXET WD, 
Kab avacreMecBau b7o pndevos, Kal pévTow Kat 
Oud TOV peyiorav teoDou devdpwy otov Oud Aniwv, 
womep ovv oTaxus TWas Kataxrdvras TO devdpa: 
Kat 77H pev 7a dévdpa adTaov _DrrepeornKe Kal Tas 
Kopas vmepexer, mH Sé avTol Tov Sévdpwv eiciv 
vynAdrepor.. Ogovor pev otvy dvd Kpadros, Kat 
VTOTEMVOVTOL Tats ooots Tous OUwBKOVTAS; KQL 
eikoTws* clot yap TOY Xwpiev HOddes. Kab Orav 
mov amoomrdowat, Kal Tdéppa Tijs immov THs 
pereMovons 4 adrovs YEVOVTAL, Kal dvabapphaw- 
ow ws ev oem Tob KwvOvvou Kal erevbepig 
yevopevot, EoTaat TE KGL dvomravovrat, THY €K TOO 
d€ous ppovrida Kab pdAa. Gopevens end Movres.. 
evrabba TOL TOD Xpovou KaL EVAL Tpopis avTovs 
ecépyerat’ otvTotvrat dé dKovw THV Te oxivov 
dppirady Tots d€vOpous mepuTrepucviay Kal KUTTOY 
dyptov Tots purois epepirovTa Kal Drepoacuy Kat 

ouvixeny pevrot Tas drrahds TE Kat veapas KOLLaS 
Kat aArkwy dutayv rods dprnKas Kal Tods wrdépGous 

- mEpimimrel, kal avOpwros ei apaméoot. 
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smelling <breath>, so that the whole air overhead 
is infected, and any animals that approach and inhale 


it are grievously afflicted, lose their voice, and are 


seized with fatal convulsions. This beast is conscious 


of its power; and other animals know it too and flee 


from it as far away as they can. 


6. Those who are adept at hunting Elephants con- 
stantly tell us that when these beasts are pursued 
they dash forward and are carried along with 
irresistible force and an impetus that nothing can 
withstand; there is no stopping them; they even 
rush through the largest trees as though they were 
standing corn, smashing the trees like corn-stalks. 
In one place the trees overtop them and hold 
their leaves above them, in another they themselves 
are higher than the trees. Indeed they run with all 
their might and baffle their pursuers by the course 
they take; which is natural, for they are familiar 
with the country. And when they have got far 
away and are at a great distance ahead of the pursuing 
horsemen and have regained their courage through 
being secure from danger and feeling free, they pause 
and rest and are most glad to lay aside their anxious 
fears. And then at this time they bethink them of 
food. They feed, so I hear, on the bushy mastic 
that grows around @ the trees and the wild i ivy that 


The 
Hlephant 
when hunted 


creeps with its dense foliage over them, also upon the: 


young and tender leaves of the date-palm and upon 
the more sappy shoots and twigs of other plants. 
¢ It looks as if Ael. thought the mastic tree, Pisiacia 


lentiscus, which may be anything up to 20 ft. high, was a 
parasite like ivy and clung to (aepimedpuxviar) larger trees. 
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Tovs bypotépous. ei dé of SiwKovTes AAW TpOO- 
medalouev, ot dé és dvyny exrpérovrat adbis 3 
ot ye pv SwoiKovres addAilovrat éomépas Karada- 
Bovons, Kai eumpyoavres thy UAnv elra pero. 
TpoTov Twa THY OddV THY Griow duaTetyioayres 


9 “A 2 v 8 8 f be “~ 3 a ~ : 
QvUTots E€OTTIOQAV. EOOLKACEL OE TWup Ov petov TOV 


Aedvtwv ot éAddavtes. 


7. “Aptororédovs axodvw A€yovtos bru dpa yé- 
pavot €k tod meddyous és riv yhv merduevar 
Xetuavos amewdnv toxvpob? sroonpatvovar TH 
GuvievTL. reTopevat d€ dpa novyf ai adral 
Umiaxvoirvra ednuepiay TwWa* Kal elpyvyv dépos, 
Kal otwm@oa, dé ore €orar® dzrevdua, Tovs odK 
areipws éxovTas TH ow drouywioKxovow at 
avrat. edv dé tKaramérwrrart® kat Bodo Kat 
TapaTTwot Te Kal TapdTrwrrTat, ameoto. KaV- 
Tata xeydva ioyupdv. épmdis Sé€ Kvedaios 
Body ra adra Eorxev brodyAobv.” merdpevos Sé 
epwoies THs Oaddrrys €d05 vdwp e€ odpavod 
paynoecOat aivirrerar. ef Sé ein yeuepia, doaca 
prad& eddiav pavrederar Kal ypepay dadpdav- 
€av d€ eddia pev 9, 4 Sé drodbéyyntra, yeydva 
dei mpoodéxecbar. Kdpaé 8é€ éemurpoyws® dbey-~ 
youevos Kat Kpotwv Tas mrépvyas Kal KpoTéyv 
aurds, 6Tt xeynwv Eorar Katéyvw mpOros. Képat 
dé ad Kat Kopwrn Kal Kodotds SetAns dypias ef 
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avers Kat 1oAd arootdyres dvanatovrat. 
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But if their pursuers again approach, the Elephants 
once more take to flight. And so when evening has 
overtaken them the pursuers bivouac, and by setting 
fire to the forest to some extent cut off the Elephants’ 
retreat and so bring them to a standstill. For 
Elephants no less than lions have a horror of fire. 


7. I learn from Aristotle * that cranes flying in to 
land from the sea indicate to the intelligent man 
that a violent storm is threatening. But if the 
same birds are flying tranquilly, that is a promise of 
fine weather and a calm atmosphere; and if they 
make no sound they are reminding those who have 
experience that it will be fairly calm. And if 
they <fly in from the sea?) uttering their cries and 
confusing their order in their agitation, there again 
they are threatening a heavy storm. And if a 
shearwater utters its cry at dusk, it apparently 
signifies the same; if it flies straight to the sea, it 
is giving a hint that a rainstorm will burst from the 
sky. If however the weather is stormy, the hooting 
of an owl portends fair weather and a bright day; 
whereas if the weather is fair and the owl hoots 
softly, you must expect storms. If a raven croaks 
volubly and pecks and shakes its wings, it is the first 
to observe that a storm is coming. Again, if the 
raven, the crow, and the jackdaw utter their cries in 


* The treatise de Signis tempestatum, on which this section 
appears to be based and which was formerly ascribed to 
Aristotle, is now counted among the writings of Theophrastus. 
See vol. 2 of Sir A. F. Hort’s Theophrastus (Loeb Class, Lib.). 





7 §rodnAodv, ws adbros "AptororéAns pvddgtas éyet. 
8 rayéws Kal EmiTpoxXus. 
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dbéyyowro, yeydvos €ocolai twa eémdnutay 
dudaaKovot. KoAotol dé tepaxilovtes, ws éxelvos 
Réyet, KaL TEeTOMEVOL TH ev avwWTEpH TH SE KaTwW- 
Tépw, Kpupov Kal verov SyAobot. Kopavy Sé et 
detrvou | drodbeyyopevn Hovyf], €s THY BoTEpaiay 
evdoiav mapakarel. ghavevres dé dpvilles TroAAot prev 
Tov aptOuov, AcvKol b€ THY ypoav, YeuwY OTL EoTaL 
modds é€xSiddoxover. virras S€é Kat alburac wrepv- 
yilovoat mvetiua SyAobow ioyupdv. dpvibles 5é ek 
Tob aeAdyous €s THY yHyv odv Oph meTomevot pap- 
TUpovTas yeyuava. epifaxos dé es Ta avAia Kal Ta 
oikovpeva, Traptwv * dAAds €orTe YeuL@vos emdynpiav 
amodlpacKkwyv. adrextpudves ye piv Kai opvibles of 
HOddes TTEPVaTOpEvoL KaL Povarropevot Kal Drr0- 
tpvbovres yeyt@va SynrAobow. azetAovat dé > mveb- 
pa ovpsevai ye* cpvibes, Kat avépwv Tivdas 
euBodrds dropaivovot. yeydvos € OvTos és 
aAdjAovs Spviles metdpevoe Kat de aAdjAwv 
Ogovres onpaivovow eddiav. opviles dé alpor- 
Copevor qepi TE Aiuvas Kat ToTapav oyOas yey.dva 
eaomevov ovK ayvoodat. madw te opviles ot ev 
baharriot Kal ot Ayuvatou es THY yhv lovres ws 
€orat® yeyswy modvds obK ayvoovat, ot dé yeo- 
calor orrevoovTes €s Ta votepa evdias dyyedoi 
ELOW, €GV LEVTOL OLWTMoL. | 


8. Aiyuntiwy axova AeyovTwy Tov opyya cuvid- 
vat THv TOO Lewpiov émitoAjy mpHrov, Kat ® 
paptupeolar TH aTapp@ adrhy.’ veavevovrar bé 
Kat ot AiBves ava Kpatos ddoKovtTes Kai Tas alyas 

1 Seta. 2 Abresch: mepucdby. 
| 3 8é Kat. 4 ve, 
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the late afternoon, they teach us that we shall have 
avisitation by astorm. Andif jackdaws, as the same 
writer says [Thphr. Sig. 16], scream like hawks? and fly 
now high now low, they point to frost andrain. Ifa 
crow. caws softly at supper-time, it is inviting us to 
expect fair weather next day. If birds appear in 
great numbers and they are white, it is a certain 
indication that there will be heavy storms. When 
ducks and shearwaters flap their wings, they point to 
violent winds. And when birds come speeding into 
land from the sea, this is evidence of stormy weather. 
If the robin comes to cattle-sheds and houses, he is 
clearly trying to escape from a coming storm. 
Cockerels too and domestic fowls, when they flap 
their wings and step proudly and cluck, signify 
stormy weather. When birds bathe, it is a-sign that 
wind is threatening, and it points to gusty weather. 
If during a storm birds fly towards one another and 
in and out, it is a sign of fine weather. When birds 
congregate about meres and on river banks, they 
know that.a storm is coming. On the other hand 
when birds of the sea and lake come in to land, they 
know that there will be a heavy storm, whereas land 
birds hastening to moist places are heralds of fine 
weather, if, that is, they make no sound. | 


8. I have heard that the Egyptians assert that the 
antelope is the first creature to know when the 
Dog-star rises, and testifies to the fact by sneezing. 
The Libyans are equally bold in stoutly maintaining 


@ Or ‘ hover like hawks’? (Hort ad loc.) 





5. ggotro oF écetrat. 6 kal rhy émiToAjy. 
7 qdrov. 
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1 Perh. 8€ or pévrow H. 
2 ovrw véu“orTat. 
3 Valesius: Népwvos . . . Népwyr. 
4 Schn: dodpatvnrat tis yijs- 
5 apwt mpdrov] Schn: mea. 





¢ Hipparchus of Nicaea, famous astronomer, 2nd cent. 
B.C. 
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that in their country the goats also know in advance ; 
they also give clear signs of impending rain. For 
when they emerge from their pens they rush at full 
speed to their fodder. Later, when satisfied, they 
turn towards home, and facing in that direction 
remain still and wait for the herdsman to gather them 
in as quickly as possible. 

And Hipparchus? in the reign of Hiero the 
Tyrant ° was sitting in the theatre wearing a leathern 
jerkin, and astonished people by knowing in advance 
out of the clear weather then prevalent that a storm 
was coming. And Hiero in his admiration of the man 
congratulated the people of Nicaea in Bithynia on 
having Hipparchus as a citizen. And when at 
Olympia Anaxagoras,’ likewise clad in a leathern | 
jerkin, was watching the Olympic Games and a storm 
of rain burst, all Hellas sang his praises, and claimed 
that his wisdom was more that of a god than of a 
man. And few if any are surprised that an ox, if 
rain threatens, lies down on his right side, contrari- 
wise if fair weather is coming, on his left. And I 
have also heard the following facts which are cal- 
culated to astonish one. If an ox bellows and sniffs 
the air, rain is inevitable. And if oxen eat copiously 
and more than is their custom, it portends a storm. 
When sheep dig the ground with their hoofs, it is 
likely to mean a storm ; and if the rams mount them 
early in the day, it promises an early storm; and the 


> No ‘Tyrant’ of this name is known to have lived in the 
2nd cent. B.C. 

¢ Anaxagoras of Clazomenae, 5th cent. B.C., taught that 
physical phenomena were due to natural causes. His doc- 
trines were regarded as impious and he was forced to quit 
Athens. 
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Tob “Amd\Awvos ev tH Alytarm Oepamevral 
deyovat Kareiobai twas ottws tepaxoBockous, 
olep ody cios TOV TOO Deo’. iepdxwy tpodeis Te 
Kat pedcdwvol pévrot ot adroit. ‘wav pev obv 76 
pirov * avetrat TH Oe@ THSe, dyn Sé Tues exetOe 
Kal lepot tpépovrat tpody mwedpovTiouévn, Kat 
Soxoto. Ta&v avabnudtwv diadépew ovdé ev. of 
Toivuy THY TOUTwWY eyKExELpLopevoL KOULOyV TmpdS 
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2 <ve> add. H. 


* 76 Trav dpvidwy dirov. 
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apopace. 
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3 yévwvrat. 
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same when goats lie huddled together. When pigs 
appear in cornland, they inform us that the rain is 
departing. Now when lambs and kids leap on one 
another and frisk about, they promise a bright day. 
But when martens squeak and mice likewise, they 
are conjecturing that there will be a violent storm. 
When wolves quit lonely places and make straight 
for inhabited districts, they show thereby that they 
dread the onslaught of a coming storm. If a lion 
visits cornlands, it presages a drought. And if beasts 
of burden gambol and low more than is their custom, 
it shows that storm and rain are on their way; and 
if besides, they toss up the dust with their hoofs, it 
signifies the same. If hares are seen in great 
numbers in the same places, it signifies fair weather, 
In all these matters men fall behind: they only 
know these changes when they occur. 


9. Here are further facts which I have heard 
touching Hawks. The ministers of Apollo* in 
Egypt say that there are certain men called * hawk- 
keepers’ for this reason: they feed and tend the 
Hawks belonging to the god. Now the whole racé 
of Hawks is consecrated to this god, but there are 
certain sacred birds which are fed upon carefully pre- 
pared food and which seem in nowise to differ from 
offerings made to the god. Now the men who have 
been charged with the care of these birds tell the 
uninformed that each of them (they are tended in a 


¢ T.e. Horus; cp. NA 10. 14. 





5 gyddoa... tpépovra Jac would transpose to follow diagepeww 
ovode Ev. , 
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sacred grove) lays eggs in its nest.¢ They have, 
it is true, the care of all Hawks, but these sacred 
ones are their special charge.” They take out the 
brains of birds which have been caught and throw 
them to the newly born Hawks: soft food for 
tender chicks. But to those that are full-grown 
the keepers serve flesh and sinews, which furnish 
strengthening nourishment for birds of prey. Those 
however that are in the intermediate stage between 
chicks and full-grown birds are served with the 
hearts,¢ and one may see the remains of them. So 
the aforesaid difference of foods concedes the point 
that Hawks know what is appropriate and agreeable 
to each age; and they are particular about it and 
would never touch food unsuited to their age. At 
a certain season quails visit their country and other 
birds arrive in flocks, and these sacred Hawks feast 
on them also. 


~ 3 . 
10. Kuvév és rots tpépovras adrovs dpayov 
# ¢ “~ “~ ~~ 
evvotay opodoyel Kat éxetvo Syrov. ev Tie TOV 


eudtawy morkduwv ev tH “Paoyn KaddApov tot 


10. The following story, I think, also affords The Dog's _ 
evidence of the unbreakable affection which Dogs {"naster: 


have for those who keep them. In one of the civil Galba’s dog 


‘Papaiov odayérvros, oddeis pévrot THv €xOpadv 
Tob dvopos HouviOn tiv Kedadhy darorepety, 
Kairot pupiwy aywviopa TiWeuevwv odiot Kal 
Kahhasmriopo, Totro, mplv 4 Tov wapeoTaTd ot 
Kiva, amoKreitvat tn” atT@°> tpadévra Kal pevTor 


La o~ “w 
1 dpodoyetoba . . . waAdov corrupt. 
. ‘ 
2 Priller: xai xpéa Kat. 
3 xetyTae. 
4 e y 5 ? ~ 
‘yovow ob ye. aurod. 


* The sentence appears pointless and perhaps there is a 
lacuna at the end. 
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wars at Rome when Galba the Roman was mur- 
dered,? there was not one of the man’s enemies that 
was able to cut off his head, although countless 
numbers competed for this trophy, until they .had 
killed the Hound at his side that had been reared 
under his care and that maintained its affection with 
the utmost loyalty and fought on behalf of its dead 
master, as though it were a fellow soldier, sharer of 


> The text is uncertain, and the translation provisional. 

¢ But see NA 2. 42. 

d This seems. to be the Galba who was Roman Emperor for. 
six months, a.D. 68, and was murdered by his soldiers, Cp. 
Suet. Galba 20. 2 and Mooney’s note ad loc. , 
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oo 1 sredovevpery. 2 srapévrt. 
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the same tent, and friend to the very last. It is 
worth knowing ‘ what a deed was this, wrought ‘ not 
‘by a man’ [Hom. Od. 4. 242], I declare, but by a 
faithful Hound of valiant spirit. 

Pyrrhus of Epirus was on a journey when he came 
upon the corpse of a man who had been killed, with 
his Dog standing beside and guarding its master to 
prevent anybody from adding outrage to murder. 
Now it happened that this was the third day for which 
the Dog was keeping its assiduous and most patient 
watch, unfed. And so when Pyrrhus learnt this he 
took pity on the dead man and ordered him to be 
buried; but as for the Dog, he directed that it should 
be cared for and gave it whatever one offers a dog 
with one’s hand, in sufficient quantity and of a 
nature to induce it to be friendly and well-disposed 
towards him; and little by little Pyrrhus drew the 
Dog away. So much then for that. Now not so 
long after, there was a review of the hoplites, and the 
King whom I mentioned above was looking on, and. 
that same Dog was at his side. For most of the time 
it remained silent and completely gentle. But 
directly it saw the murderers of its master in the 
review, it could not contain itself or remain where 
it was, but leaped upon them, barking and tearing 
them with its claws, and by frequently turning 
towards Pyrrhus did its best to make him see that it 
had caught the murderers. And so a suspicion 
dawned upon the King and those about him, and the 
way in which the Dog barked at the aforesaid men 
caused them to reflect. The men were seized and 
put on the rack and confessed their crime. 

eee 


8 Jac: dpa. 
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To those who trample upon the ordinance of Zeus 
the god of fellowship and of affection and betray 
their friends in life and after death, all this seems a 
mere tale. But for my part I do not follow those 
who fail to appreciate the excellence of Nature 
which, if she has given brutes a share of kindliness 
and affection, has certainly given a larger share to 
us rational beings. But they make no use of her gift. 
And what need is there to add to my story all the 
other crimes which men have committed against 
their friends for the sake of base gain, hatching plots 
and acting the traitor? It fills me with pain that a 
Dog should be shown to have more loyalty, more 
kindly feeling than man. 


11. Here is another story which has come to my Octopus and 


ears: itis about the Octopus. There was a rock rising 
from the sea, though not to a great height. Now 
once upon a time an Octopus crawled up it and 
spread out its tentacles and was glad to warm itself 
(the weather was inclined to be stormy), though it 
did not at once assume the colour of the rock. 
Octopuses do this naturally, to protect themselves 
against those who have designs upon them, and also 
that they themselves may ambush fishes. Now an 
RKagle, quick to mark its prey (though it got no good 
thereby), swooped with all the force of its wings 
upon the Octopus, reckoning to secure a ready meal 
for itself and its young. But the creature’s tentacles 
wreathed themselves round the Eagle, and clinging 
fast to its hated enemy dragged it down, and it was 


1 stots dAXots. 2 ednjdeynrat Kal. 

3 Reiske: xdwv wv. 4 Kal Tas. 

5 g' , 6 ? 8 , > ? 
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1 of elddres. 
2 Jac: viv (or ph viv) dpoveirwoar. 
3 ratra. 





¢ The proverb took its origin from Aisop’s fable (223, ed. 
Chambry) of the hungry wolf who overhears a mother 
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a case of ‘The hungry wolf,’* as you might say. 
And presently the Eagle was floating dead upon the 
sea for the sake of its meal. Birds in fact suffer 
countless misadventures of this kind, and men even 
more: for example, Cyrus the Second, the son of 
Cambyses,? among the Massagetae celebrated by 
Herodotus [1. 214]; Polycrates*® also [ed. 3. 125] 
who hastened to Oroetes with the intention of laying 
hands on his gold, and any who 


‘ working for another’s ill, wreaks ill for his own 
heart.’ [ Anon. ] 


Brute beasts do not realise these dangers; human 
beings do, but fail to guard against them. What use 
to you, Cyrus and Polycrates, were a tongue, speech, 
teachers, beatings? I say nothing of the others, 
for why should I give the most profitable advice to 
men who are deaf and senseless ? 


12. Let the women of Paeonia be proud: let 
them assume arrogant airs, since their conduct is 
celebrated. This is what they do: on their head 
they carry a vessel full of water, their neck held 
straight so that as they walk the vessel shall remain 
erect without upsetting. They attach their children 
to their breast before suckling them; and fastening 
the rein of their husband’s horse to one arm lead it to 
drink, while they use their hands to spin thread. It 


threatening to give her child to the wolf unless it stops crying. 
Later she says to the child, ‘If the wolf comes we will kill it.’ 
See Leutsch, Paroemiog. Gr. 1. 273; 2.121, 510; Babrius 16. 
> Cyrus the First was the son of Cambyses. 
¢ Polycrates, Tyrant of Samos, fell victim to a plot by the 
Persian satrap Oroetes, c. 522 B.c. 
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was this that moved Darius to admiration when some 
young Paeonians, having equipped their sister in the 
manner described, brought her before him as he sat 
in judgment, in order that he might be attracted by 
such a concentration of self-help and show mercy to 
their country. | 


And yet how far more impressive is Nature than A pregnant 
the Paeonian women. A bitch was hunting; the ~°™" 


quarry was a hare and the bitch was pregnant. As 
soon as she had attained the object of her pursuit, 
she left it to her master and drawing aside, dropped 
(so they say) nine puppies, which she then reared. 
And if the women of Liguria pride themselves that 
they also after giving birth rise up and devote them- 
selves to their household duties, they will, on hearing 
what the aforesaid bitch did, forgo their pride and 
hide their heads in shame. 


18. Aristotle has told the story of the labour- 
loving Mule, and so have we earlier on,* but the 
episode of the Dog, which also occurred in Athens, 
is not irrelevant. 

A temple-thief who had waited for the midmost 
hour of night and had watched till men were deep 
asleep, came to the shrine of Asclepius and stole a 
number of offerings without, as he supposed, being 
seen. There was however in the temple an excellent 
watcher, a Dog, more awake than the attendants, 
and it gave chase to the thief and never stopped 


@ See 6. 49. 


8 Bernard: Bapvrarov. 
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1 GAN’ rep. * Hemst: saoceiwv. 
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barking, as with all its might it summoned others 
to witness what had been done. And so at first the 
thief and his companions in that crime pelted the 
Dog with stones; finally he dangled bread and cakes 
in front of it. He had been careful to bring these 
things with him as an attraction to Dogs, as he 
supposed. Since however the Dog continued to 
bark when the thief came to the house where he 
lodged and when he came out again, it was dis- 
covered where the Dog belonged, while the inscrip- 
tions and the places where the offerings were set up 
lacked the missing objects. The Athenians there- 
fore concluded that this man was the thief, and by 
putting him on the rack discovered the whole affair. 
And the man was sentenced in accordance with the 
law, while the Dog was rewarded by being fed and 
cared for at the public expense for being a faithful 
watcher and second to none of the attendants in 
vigilance. 


14. The Goat, it seems, is in fact skilful at curing The Goat 
that mist of the eyes which doctors call ‘ cataract,’ cataract 


and it is even said that men have learnt this cure 


_ from the Goat. The method is as follows. When 


the Goat perceives that its sight has become clouded 
it goes to a bramble and applies its eye to a thorn. 
The thorn pricks it and the fluid is discharged, but the 
pupilremains unharmed and the Goat regains its sight 
without any need of man’s skill and manipulation. 


15. Young Elephants cross a river by swimming, Blephants, 
their mutual 
+ devotion 


but the full-grown ones, if covered by the stream 
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I2T 





AELIAN 


“~ > 4 4 : 
KaddnrowTo bo Tob pevpaTos, avéxovot pEVTOL 
A > ~ 
tas mpoBooxidas tmép TO vowp, Ta SE apTiyerf, 
€ 4 


DA > \ ~ *Q 7 1 4 / 
moda eri TOY oddvTwy + dépovaw at pNTéepes. 
4 


TOV Lev ody KLVOULWY Kal TOVWY Ol VEOL KATAPXOVTAL, 
~ “~ > i ~ 
moroo d¢ dpa Kat tpodhs adioravrat Tots mpeoBu- 
7 3 ~ 4 wo f é 
Tépois aid véwovres, Kal trav AvKovpyou vopwy * 
Sy F 10 ey- cf rd de , 2). Fd 
€ovrat olde ovode Ev. yhpa dé wapeevov eAcparTa 
: : 
H voow KaTetAnupevov ovK év more ot cuvayeda- 
~ ‘4 
Couevot Katadirotev, GAAG mioTas Tapapevovat, 
~ Font 4 
Kal avapp@aat omevdovet TH TE GAAn Kal €av 
~ / . 
OLWKWVYTAL, KOL birep adToD payovTaL, Kat TITPw- 
~ 7 
CKOVTAL TapapevovTes,® duyety Suvdpevol. Kal TA, 
Bpédy Sé€ Ta veapa ovK dv more at TeKotcat 
mpodotev, GAAG Kal éxeivous exeivar TLCTas Tapape- 
vouvot, Kaitos Tov Onpwvrwv CV KELLEVOY, Kat 
y . tA 
mpoTepov ye THY duy7V GroAisrovev Gv H Ta TEKVO. 
3 4 \ / Bs wy ~ 
Ey d¢ Hoe peipdxiov dv dvOpwrov mpeaporw 
AawidrAav 6vowa, Kat €deiKvuTO VTO TAVTWVY, Kab 
5 > >] ~ ~  ] , A iv ~ ? 
én’ adth polos édéyero, kal 6 ye polos Toad 
Ow ¢ 3 4 4 
Hv. Ob mpeapvTepot mpds [LE edackov exewnv THV 
~ ta “~ 
avOpwrov epacbetoay olKérou Spiews avTa@ peev 
“w ~ ¢ ~ 
ovyKabevdev, Kynrida dé apa TaLol TOS E€auvTHS 
¢ “~ iow 4 3 4 
mepianrew. ot de edyeveis Yoav, Kal €s THY 
\ A ¢€ é > 7 5 ? A 
BovAjy tiv “Pwpyatwy éréhouv €k TraTépwv TE Kal 
~ ~ i “A +] 
Tav avw Tob yévous.4 ot Toivuv Caraides>® atdov- 
Fon’ o~ A 
pevot TH pntp. nxGovTo Totatra, Opwon, Kat 
A ~ 4 
TPAWS vmevovlberouv, Kat TOO TPATTO[LEVOU THY 
nn / >] 
atoxuvny émédeyov novyh: 7 dé Kupawovoa €K 
~ if > fa ~ 
THs emupias, Kat TOV €pwTa emimpoofey TaV 
~~ 4 
viewy Toinoapen, KaTtayopever atT@v ampos TOV 
1 8dvrwv 7} Kepdrwv. 
2 Jac: riysdvrTes TO yifpas vopov. 
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raise their trunks above the water, while the mother- 
elephants carry their newly born young upon their 
tusks. It is the young who take the lead in danger 
and hardship; out of respect for their elders they give 
way to them in drinking and feeding, and they have 
no need at allof the laws of Lycurgus. An Elephant 
old and weak or stricken with disease would never be 
abandoned by his fellows in the herd, but they stay 
beside him loyally and hasten to lend him strength 
on all occasions, especially when they are being 
pursued; and they fight on his behalf and through 
staying by him receive wounds, when they could 
escape. The females would never desert the young 
they have borne, but they too remain loyally at their 
side even though hunters press hard upon them, and 
they would sooner relinquish their life than their 
offspring. 


When I was a boy I knew an aged woman, Laenilla taenilla and 
and her sons 


by name, and everybody used to point at her, 
a story was told of her to this effect. My elders used 
to tell me that she had passionately loved a servant 


_and used to sleep with him, thereby bringing a slur 


upon her own children. They were well-born and 
belonged to the Senatorial order in Rome by descent 
from their fathers and remoter ancestors. Now the 
children for very shame were angry with their 
mother for her behaviour and admonished her gently 
and spoke to her in private of the shamefulness of her 
conduct. But she, seething with lust and putting her 
love above her sons, accused them. before the magis- 


3 Reiske: srapovres. 4 yévous dp&dpevor. 


5 <raides» add. A. 
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trate, alleging that they were plotting against him. 
The magistrate having a ready ear for calumny, and 
being of a suspicious and cowardly nature (those are 
attributes of an ignoble character), believed her. 
So her sons who had done no wrong were put to 
death, while the woman reaped the reward of her 
informing and slept freely with the slave. 

O gods of our fathers, O Artemis of the child-bed, 
and ye goddesses of birth, daughters of Hera, why, 
when we recall calamities that befell recently and in 
our own day, should we speak any more of Colchian 
Medea or Attic Procne? : 


16. Eagles seize Tortoises and then dash them on Eagle and 


rocks from a height, and having smashed the Tor- 
toise’s shell they extract and eat the flesh. It was 
in this way, I am told, that Aeschylus of Eleusis, the 
tragic poet, met his end. Aeschylus was seated 
upon a rock, meditating, I suppose, and writing as 
usual. He had no hair on his head and was bald. 
Now an Eagle supposing his head to be a rock, let 
the Tortoise which it was holding fall upon it. And 
the missile struck the aforesaid poet and killed him. 


17. The Ceryl and the Halcyon feed side by side ale 


and live together. ... And when the Ceryls are 
feeble with age the Halcyons place them on their 
back and carry them about upon their middle wing- 
feathers, as they are called. Women however look 
down upon those who are ageing, and cast their eyes 
on youths. And husbands are eager after girls and 





3 KodAywv. 4 6 detés. 
5 Lacuna. 
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take no notice of their elderly legal wives: creatures 
gifted with speech are not ashamed to live more 
unreasonably than unreasoning animals. 


18. The Egyptians who live about the region The Raven 


called Coptus assert that no more than a pair of 
Ravens is seen there. And even those Romans who 
guard the mountain district because of the Emerald 
Mine,* they also maintain that the same number of 
this species live there. And in that place there is a 


_ temple in honour of Apollo to whom, they say, the 


birds are sacred. 


19. Here again I may as well speak of the pecu- 
liarities of animals. The sheep and the ass seem 
inclined to be sluggish; fawns, roe-deer, gazelles, 
antelopes, hares (which poets style ‘ cowerers ’) are 
timorous creatures. Timorous also are sparrows 
among birds, and the mullet among fishes. Baboons 
and goats are lecherous, and it is even said that the 
latter have intercourse with women—a fact which 
Pindar [ fr. 201 S] appears to marvel at. And even 
hounds are said to have assaulted women, and indeed 
it is reported that a woman in Rome was accused by 
her husband of adultery, and the adulterer in the 
case was stated to be a hound. And I have heard 
that baboons have fallen madly in love with girls and 
have even raped them, being more wanton than the 


* Smaragdus, the Egyptian Emerald Mine, lay E of the 
Nile near the Red Sea, between Berenice and the mountain 
range of Lepte. See Geogr. Jl 16 (1900) 537. 
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little boys in the all-night revels of Menander.* The 


partridge is extremely lecherous and given to 


adultery; at any rate these birds are said to go after 
the hens stealthily and with hardly a sound. Dogs. 
do not admit others to share their food on any 
account; at any rate they often tear one another 
over a bone, just like Menelaus and Paris over Helen. 
I am told that the dogs of Memphis are the only 
ones that pool their prey and share their food. The 
hog is implacable and devoid of justice; at any rate 
these creatures eat one another’s dead bodies. And 
the majority of fishes do the same. But the most 
impious of all is the hippopotamus, for it even eats 
its own father. Flies and dogs are without shame 
and are not easily checked. 


20. Wolves are exceedingly fierce, and the Hungry 
q Walves 


Egyptians assert that they even eat one another, an 
that the way in which they plot against each other. 
is, they say, as follows. They gather round in a circle 
and then start to run.. And when any of their 
number is overcome with dizziness from running 
round and round and collapses, the rest fall upon him 
as he lies, tear him to pieces, and eat him. They do 
this whenever their hunting is unsuccessful. For 
with them, provided they do not-go hungry, nothing 
else counts; just as with evil men nothing counts but 
money. 


21. Itseemsthatthe Monkey isthemost mischievous Monkey and 
of animals; and even worse when it attempts to 7 


copy man. For example, a Monkey observed from 
« No comedy of Menander of the name of Iavvuyis(-ides) is 
known; the reference is presumably general. 
129 
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a distance a nurse washing a baby in a tub, observed. 
how first of all she took off its swaddling clothes and 
then after the bath wrapped it up; it marked where 
she laid it to rest, and when it saw the place unguarded, 
sprang in through an open window, from which it 
had a view of everything ; took the baby from its cot; 
stripped it as it had chanced to see the nurse do; 


brought the tub out, and (there was water heating on 


some embers) poured boiling water over the wretched 
baby and even caused it to die most miserably. 


22. It seems that the Hyena also and the Coro- The Hyena . 


cottas,* as they call it, are viciously clever animals. 
At any rate the Hyena prowls about cattle-folds by 
night and imitates men vomiting. And at the 
sound dogs come up, thinking it is a man. Where- 


upon it seizes and devours them. I shall now relate ‘The ‘oro- 
the villainy of the Corocottas, of which I have pene 


actually heard. It conceals itself in thickets and_ 
then listens to woodcutters calling one another by 
name, and even to anything they say. And then it 
imitates their voices and speaks (though the story 
may be fabulous) with a voice that sounds human at 
any rate, calling out the name which it has heard.: 
And the man who has been called approaches: the 
animal withdraws and calls again: the man follows 
the voice all the more. But when it has drawn him 
away from his fellow-workers and has got him alone, 
it seizes him and kills him and then makes a meal off 
him after luring him on with its call. | 


@ Kopoxérras: ‘ perh, hyena’ (L-S*); O. Keller (Anittke 
Tierwelt 1.152) says that the word is of Libyan origin and 
denotes the speckled Libyan hyena, Hyaena crocuta, as distinct 
from the common striped species. 
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23. The Lion knows how to take vengeance on one A Lion’s 


who has previously done him an injury, and even 
though the vengeance be not immediate, 


‘ yet doth he keep his anger thereafter in his bosom, 
until he accomplish it’ [Hom. J/. 1. 82]. 


And Juba of Mauretania,® the father of the boy who 
was a hostage at Rome, bears witness to this. He 
was marching once through the desert against some 
tribes who had revolted, when one of the youths who 
ran beside him, well-born, handsome, and already 
fond of the chase, struck with a javelin a Lion that 
chanced to appear by the roadside: he hit the mark 
and wounded the beast, but failed to killit. But the 
expedition was in haste; the animal drew off, and 
the boy who had wounded it hurried by with the 
rest. Now when a whole year had passed and Juba 
had accomplished his purpose, returning by the same 
way he arrived at the spot where the Lion had 
happened to be wounded. And in spite of the 
multitude of men that same Lion came forward and, 
without touching anyone else, seized him who a 
year ago had wounded it, and pouring forth the 
gathered anger which it had been nursing all that 
while, tore to pieces the boy whom it had recognised. 
But not a soul took vengeance: they were afraid of 
the fierce and absolutely terrifying anger of the 
Lion. And besides, their journey made them hasten. 


vengeance 


24. I have heard that there are different species The Grab : 


and various tribes of Crabs, for there are some that 


* Juba I, King of Numidia (not Mauretania), Ist cent. B. o.; 
took the side of Pompey in the Civil War; after the battle of 
Thapsus he committed suicide. 
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live on rocks, but there are others besides, which mud, 


seaweed, and sand generate. And they have many 
shapes and many names. And the Runner-crabs 
as they are called (and most appropriately) roam 
hither and thither, for it is neither their wish nor 
their nature to remain quiet and at rest in the same 
place, but they wander about the beaches where they 
were born; and they do in fact go further afield, just 
as human beings who are fond of travel. The 
occasion of their wandering so far is their desire for 
more food of some kind. Now in the Thracian 
Bosphorus whenever the current comes down 
strongly from the Euxine, the Crabs wish to force 
their way upstream, but, as is natural, the stream 
breaks with too great violence round the headlands, 
so that if they should want to go against it, it will 
altogether thrust them back and defeat them. Now 
the Crabs are already aware of this, and whenever 
they come near a headland each one halts in some 
bay-like spot and waits for the others. Then when 
they have congregated in one spot, they crawl up on 
to the land and scramble up on to the cliffs and so 
pass by on foot that part of the sea where the current 
is strongest. Then having surmounted and passed 
the promontory, they descend once more to the sea. 
But the fishermen spare them because it is of their 
own free will that the Crabs crawl out on to the land: 


the men wish also to be spared themselves: they 


cannot bear to appear more cruel than the waves. 
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ON ANIMALS, VII. 25-26 


25. I know that I have somewhere earlier on ® 
spoken of jealousy on the part of an animal not only 
extremely prudent but also extremely continent: 
it was, if my memory is sound, the Purple Coot. 
And I have now heard of a Lap-dog in Sicily that was 
the enemy of adulterers and a bitter foe to all of 
that class. The adulterer had concealed himself 
indoors, the lecherous woman having heard that her 
husband was returning from a journey; and the man 
was, as he supposed, well-situated for a hiding-place : 
for the servants, or those who were in league with 
their mistress to conceal the crime (there were ‘ such 
as were stewards of mirrors and of perfumes,’ as 
Euripides says [Or. 1112]),® and the doorkeepers too 
had been bribed, and this made the adulterer bold. 
However matters did not turn out as intended; far 
from it. For the Lap-dog kept barking and even 
scratching with its paws at the door in such a way as 
to alarm the master and to cause him by its action to 
guess that there was some mischief lurking. 5o 
naturally enough he threw open the door and caught 
the adulterer. The man had a sword and was waiting 
till night fell so that he might kill the master of the 
house and thereupon marry the aforesaid woman. 


96. Here is another example of the cleverness of 
Goats. They know full well that human spittle is 
deadly to other animals and they keep away from it, 
just as we also try to avoid anything that would 
injure a man were he to taste of it. Indeed it has 


@ See 3. 42. 


> Our texts of Euripides have oious evérrpwv . . . émararas, 
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happened before now that a man has in his ignor- 
ance and unconsciously swallowed some poison; but 
as to Goats, the aforesaid spittle would never take 
them unawares. And doubtless the same spittle is 
most effective at killing even sea-scolopendras. A 
Goat that is destined for slaughter is well aware of 
it: witness the fact that it will no longer touch 
food. And a Goat disdains to bring up the rear of 
a flock of sheep, but must take the lead, and pro- 
claims it by its gait. Atany rate she walks ahead of 
them, and the He-goat of the She-goats as well: his 
beard gives him confidence, and by some mysterious 
natural instinct he sets the male above the female. 


27. It seems that Sheep are in fact the most The Shee 


readily obedient of animals and have been taught — 


by Nature to submit to rule. At all events they give 
heed to the shepherd and his dogs, and they even 
follow goats. Also they are devoted to one another 


wolves. For a Sheep does not wander away by 
itself, nor yet does it separate itself from its fellow, 
as goats do. The Arabians maintain that their 
flocks grow fat upon music rather than upon fodder. 
They like eating saline things, because they add a 
flavour to their drink. Moreover Sheep know this 
too, viz that the north wind and the south wind, no 
less than the rams which mount them, are their allies 
in promoting fertility. And this also they know, that 
whereas the north wind tends to produce males, the 
south wind produces females. And a Sheep that is 
being covered faces in this direction or in that 
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according as it wants a male or a female offspring. 


So Achilles needed to pray in order that his friend 
lying on the pyre might be burned, and Iris sum- 
moned the winds for him, O noble Homer [J/. 23. 
194 ff.], promising them, if they came, a sacrifice by 
way of reward. And the son of Neocles * taught the 
Athenians to sacrifice to the Winds. But Sheep 
without any trouble have them ready and un- 
summoned to help them to pregnancy. And so 
shepherds also are good at looking out for them. 
At any rate when the south wind blows they put 
the rams to the Sheep, in order that their offspring 
may preferably be female. 


28. When Icarius was slain by the relatives of Icarius and 


those who, after drinking wine for the first time, fell 


asleep (for as yet they did not know that what had 


happened was not death but a drunken stupor), the 
people of Attica suffered from a disease, Dionysus 
thereby (as I think) avenging the first and the most 
elderly man who cultivated his plants.? At any rate 
the Pythian oracle declared that if they wanted to 


be restored to health they must offer sacrifice to. 


Icarius and to Erigone his daughter and to her hound 
which was celebrated for having in its excessive love 
for its mistress declined to outlive her. Euripides 
is not serious when he says [| Med. 54] | 


‘Good slaves are grieved and their hearts are 
gripped when things go ill with their masters,’ 


¢ Themistocles. Cp. Hdt. 7. 179. 

> Icarius was instructed by Dionysus in the cultivation 
of the vine. Wine and its possible effects were till then 
unknown. 


I4t 


the Hound 
of Erigone 
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ON ANIMALS, VII. 28-29 


for where is the man who died in consequence of his 
master’s death,* although this is what a dog—a slave 
—did? 


29. Now here is a further testimony to the peculiar 4 eae 


goodwill which Dogs bear towards those who keep ~ 
them. A man of Colophon arrived at Teos with the 
intention of buying up certain articles, for he was a 
merchant and made his profits by retailing and ex- 
changing his purchases. And he brought with him 
money, a servant, and a Dog; and the slave carried 
the money. But on the journey the servant stepped 
aside—he had a pressing call of nature—and the Dog 
followed him. Now the young man put down the 
money-bag and forgot to pick it up again and went 
on his way. But the Dog lay down on the money 
and remained quietly there. And when the master 
and his servant arrived at Teos they returned without 
doing any business, not having the means to make 
purchases. They turned aside however along the 
same road where the servant left the purse and found 
their own Dog lying upon it and hardly breathing 
from starvation. But directly the Dog saw its 
master and its fellow-slave it moved off the money- 
bag and in the same instant gave up its post of 
guardian and its life. 

So then even the deg Argus, O divine Homer, was 
no fiction of yours, no poetical exaggeration, if indeed 
the events which I have narrated really befell the 
man of Teos.° 


4 See 6. 25 fin. 
> Homer Od. 17. 291; cp. Ael. NA 4. 40. 
¢ This is a slip; the man came from Colophon. 
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ON ANIMALS, VII. 30-32 


30. There is a species of Crab called Petehae 
(flyers). They are paler in appearance than other 


crabs and are generated in the mud. And when 


scared they actually fly, for they possess tiny wings 
which give them a slight lift and lessen their weight. 
When walking however they have no need of 
them, but when frightened these wings afford 
them a certain not very considerable assistance, for 
as they do not fly high and are unable to travel 
through the air, they are caught; and some people 
eat these crabs. And they do say that they are good 
for sciatica if eaten during an attack. | 


31. Hermit-crabs are born without a shell and 
select for themselves the shell that makes the best 
house for them to live in. They even enter the shell 
of the purple-shellfish if they can find one empty, 
and the shell of the-whelk. And so long as it is large 


The ‘ Flying 


ra 


The Hermit 


era 


enough to cover them they are satisfied with their | 


lodging. But iftheir body grows they migrate to an- 


other dwelling, and they find quantities of such shells, 


32. Whelks even have a King and submit most 
obediently to his rule. And this King exceeds 
all others in size and beauty. And if it is ex- 
pedient for him to sink, he is the first to do so; if to 
come up again, he leads the way; and when _he 
moves to another place the rest follow him. The 


man who succeeds in catching this King knows well 


that his affairs will prosper. Moreover if a man 


« Thompson, Gk. fishes, s.v. xapxivos, ‘they suggest the 
little sand-hoppers,’ which leap about but cannot fly. 








5 eddrew Ges. 
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ON ANIMALS, VII. 32-34 


sees a King Whelk being caught, he goes away in 
more cheerful spirits, imagining that he too will have 
some good fortune. And at Byzantium a prize is 
offered for the man who catches the aforesaid fish: 
each of his fellow-anglers contributes an Attic 
drachma to the one who catches it, and that is the 
prize. 


33. Waves roll Sea-urchins out of their haunts, The Sea- 
dash them on to the dry land, and hurl them with the ae 


utmost violence out of the sea. So for fear of this, 
whenever these creatures perceive the waves rippling 
and beginning to swell to greater violence, they pick 
up with their prickles as many pebbles as they can 
carry and have some ballast, so that they are not 
easily rolled about and do not undergo what they 
dread. | 


34. The Purple Shellfish is exceedingly gluttonous The Purple 


and possesses an unusually long tongue which it o 
thrusts through everything that it can. By this. 
means it draws in whatever it eats, and by this means. 
it is caught. And the way in which it is hunted is 
this: men weave a weel, small and of close texture, 
and inside there is a whelk and this has been in- 
serted in the centre of the weel. Now the Purple 
Shellfish struggles to extend its tongue to the utmost 
and to reach its prey. And it is forced to project 
the whole length if it is not to miss what it longs for. 
And when it has inserted its tongue it sucks until the 
tongue is so swollen with surfeiting that the creature 
cannot withdraw it again. So there it remains 





3 vrlyerar AaBety. | 4 éauriy. 
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ON ANIMALS, VII. 34-36 


caught, and the fisherman observing this, catches 
for the second time what has already been caught by 
its own gluttony. 


35. The Scolopendra ¢ is a creature of the sea and The Sea- 


looks exactly like the land-scolopendra (centipede). 
And if a man’s skin come in contact with it, he at 
once feels a stinging and irritation, and has the same 
kind of pain as from the plant they call the nettle. 
And Sea-anemones also produce an itching, but not 
so violent; and they are better to eat when the 
equinox is past. 


36. Whenever Elephants are routed by hunters A stampede 
and begin to stampede like soldiers in war, they do 
not scatter and take to flight singly but in a herd, 


and they press against one another as they cling to 
their fellows. Round the outside are the young 
animals, the most pugnacious, you might say; in the 
middle the old elephants and the mothers, and 
beneath them the baby elephants, each mother 
hiding her own. And these little ones are very 
seldom to be seen. And even lions, if they catch 
sight of them herded together, lions which up to 
that moment have inspired fear and consternation, 
either flee at full speed or cower down one here 
and another there, like fawns, in terror of the 
Klephants. 

The Elephant does not turn and face its pursuers, 
unless it be to protect its young or sick ones: then it 
is irresistible. 


¢« Not certainly identified; thought by some to be an 
annelid worm, e.g. Nereis, but for the fact that this does not 
sting. 
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tL eiat 5é Schn. 2 Meursius : Nixwvos. 





¢ At the crossing of the Hydaspes (mod. Jhelum), 327 8.c. 
> Porus survived to become the ally of Alexander. 
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ON ANIMALS, VII. 37-38 


37. When Porus the King of the Indians had Porusandhis 


received many wounds in the battle * against Alex- 
ander, his Elephant proceeded with its trunk to pick 
out the javelins gently and cautiously; and in spite 


-_ of its own numerous wounds it did not pause until it 


knew that its master was collapsing through copious 
loss of blood and was swooning.® And so it lay down 
beneath him and remained crouching to prevent 
Porus from falling from a height and damaging his 
body even more. 


38. Their hounds used to accompany the people 
of Hyrcania and Magnesia to war, and in fact these 
allies were an advantage and a help to them. An 
Athenian took with him a Dog as fellow-soldier to 


Hlephant 


The Dog as 
companion 


the battle of Marathon, and both are figured in a 


painting in the Stoa Poecile, nor was the Dog denied 
honour but received the reward of the danger it had 
undergone in being seen among the companions of 
Cynegirus,4 Epizelus, and Callimachus. They and 
the Dog were painted by Micon,? though some say 
it was not his work but that of Polygnotus f of Thasos. 


¢ * Painted Porch’: a series of colonnades surrounding the 
Agora at Athens, decorated with paintings of episodes from 
the Persian wars. 

@ Brother of the poet Aeschylus, famed for his bravery at 
Marathon, 490 3.c.—Epizelus (or Polyzelus) blinded at Mara- 
thon by a remarkable vision; see Hdt. 6. 117 Callimachus, 
Athenian Polemarch, distinguished himself at Marathon and 
died there in a heroic attack on the Persian fleet. 

¢ Athenian painter and sculptor, 5th cent. B.c., contem- 
porary of Polygnotus; both artists painted frescoes in the Stoa 
Poecile. } | ee 

f Polygnotus of Thasos, lived and worked at Athens, second 
half of 5th cent. B.c. One of the foremost of Greek painters. 
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: 7 
3 Nauck: évatvAwv. 


Ta Képara. * Jac: eiprev. 
* In neither of the extant plays on Iphigenia. 

’ The third ‘ Labour’ was to capture the Arcadian stag. 
¢ Pindar. 
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ON ANIMALS, VII. 39 


39. Those who maintain that Hinds do not grow A horned 


horns have no regard for witnesses to the contrary, 
none for Sophocles who says 


‘ And down from the steep crags came roaming 
an antlered hind’ [ fr. 89 P];. 


and again 
‘ Lifting its nostrils . . . and the tynes of its 
antlers (the hind) moved on in peace ’ [20.]}. 


This is what the son of Sophillus wrote in his Aleadae. 

And Euripides in his Iphigenta % says 

‘But I will place in the very hands of the 

Achaeans an antlered hind, which they will slay 

and boast they have slain thy daughter Biz 

857 N}. 

And the same Euripides says in his Temenidae that 
the ‘ Labour’ of Heracles ® had horns, in the follow- 
ing verses : . 

‘And he came in quest of the golden-horned 
deer, braving one fearful task in his mighty 
labours, over mountain haunts to meadows un- 
trodden, and to groves where flocks graze’ 

[ fr. 740 Nj. : 

And the Theban minstrel¢ in one of his Epuncian 
odes sings thus: | 

‘ Necessity laid upon him by Eurystheus through 
his father urged him on to fetch the hind with the 
golden horns ’ (Pind. O. 3. 28].? : 

_ @ Tn consequence of an oath of his father Zeus, Heracles was 
forced to submit to the will of Eurystheus; see Hom. JJ. 19. 
95ff. Ridgeway (Harly age of Greece, 1. 360) considered the 


“horned doe’ to be the reindeer of N Asia and Europe; it is 
the only kind of deer in which the female possesses horns. 
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ON ANIMALS, VII. 39-40 


And Anacreon says of the Hind 


‘Fven as a new-born fawn unweaned, which, 
when forsaken by its horned mother in the forest, 
is affrighted ’[ fr. 39 D]. 


Those who falsify the reading and go so far as to say 
that we should write épodaons (for Kepo€oons) are 
soundly refuted by Aristophanes of Byzantium ; and 
I am convinced by his refutation.” 


40. Now here are further instances afforded by 
Dogs of loyalty unsurpassable. When Polus ° the 
tragic actor died and his body was burning, 
the Dog which he had kept sprang on to the 

re and was burned to death along with him. 
When the body of Mentor ° was burning, his Kretrian 
Hounds of their own accord were burned to death 
and shared his end. Theodorus,? an excellent 
harp-player, was placed in the coffin by his relatives, 
and his Maltese Lap-dog threw itself into the 
receptacle and was buried along with him. And I 
have heard that there is a race of beings in Ethiopia 
among whom a Dog is king, and they obey his 
wishes: when he whimpers they know that he is in 
a good temper, but when he barks they understand 
that he is angry. If Hermippus is in anyone's view 
a competent authority, he should carry conviction 


a Jn all the examples except that from Anacreon the 
feminine can, as often, be taken as sexless = a deer. . 

’ Polus, of Athens, 5th cent. B.c. He excelled in Sopho- 
clean parts. 

¢ Perh. Mentor of Rhodes, 4th cent, B.c., mercenary soldier, 
later general, in the Persian army. — 

4 No harpist of this name is known. The ¢ Theodorus ’ 
mentioned in Ael. VH 12. 17 was @ piper, c. 300 B.o. 
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Adyou énaydpevos "Aptoroxpéwva! rebérw: epee 
dé pn Aafov cira év Kar@ ris uvipns adixero. 


41. Aakddn TQ wepirarynTiKd Kripa hv yynvos 
Te xXphua Oavydovov. epider yotv tov tpodéa 
toxup@s, Kal Badilovrs ev cvveBddile, Kafnpévov 
€ dveTaveTo, ovK amedcimeTo 5€ avTod éuBpaxv. 
ovmep Kat amolavevTa 6 Aakvdns Bae Kat 
mavu diroripws, womep otv 1 viev 7 adeAddv 
exeivos OdmTwv. Jlvppw S€ 7& “Harewpadirn Fv 
erédas, domep otv Tov éavTod mwAevTHY ovTUwS 
nyamnoey, wore* daobavevtos év “Apyes rod 
ITvppov, éxrreadvros 5é Tob édatvovros, ob mpdre- 
pov vméuewver arpeuijoar Kat jnovxdoa. mp 7 
avacwaac§a. atrov® éx tdv modcuiwv Kat és TO 


pidoy perayayely. 


42. Kaxoupyiav d€ dpéws Mads 6 MudArotos 
nuvvato, KaTtadwpdoas mavu droppytws. dAas 
netovos Hye Poprov, Kai more Sia motayod iav 
Kara TUxny KaTwALabe Kal meprerpann. Bpaxévres 
ov ot dies Katerdkyoayv, Kal Kotdos 6 dpeds 
yevopevos Ho0n: Kal ovmdwy omdcov TO peTakd 
Hv TOO wdx0ov Kal THs paotwvns, Tob Aourod riv 
Tuxny dSiddoKadov Troinodevos, 6 wpdTEpov aKwY 
enatev, elra pévro tobro eipydlero éxdv. dAAnv 
dé TH dpewkdum * ehadvew Kai éEw rob morapot 
2 ws. 

4 dpeoxdpm. 


1 Schn: “Apioroxddwva. 
3 robrov adrov. 





* Head of the ‘Middle Academy,’ c. 240-215 3.c.; his 
copious writings have perished. The above story may well 
be spiteful gossip. 
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from having cited Aristocreon as a witness to his 
story. This has not escaped my notice and it was 
opportune that I remembered it. 


41. Lacydes the peripatetic philosopher ¢ possessed 
a remarkable goose. At any rate it was deeply 
devoted to its keeper: when he went for a walk, it 
went too; when he sat down, it would remain still 
and would not leave him for a moment. And when 
it died Lacydes gave it a most costly funeral as 
though he were burying a son or a brother. And 
Pyrrhus of Epirus had an elephant which was so 
fond of its master that when Pyrrhus was killed at 
Argos,” though its driver had fallen off, it would not. 
halt and remain still until it had rescued him from 
the hands of the enemy and had brought him back 
to his friends. 


42. Thales of Miletus ¢ repaid the malice of a Mule 
which he detected with great subtlety. A Mule 
was carrying a load of salt and once, when crossing .a 
river, by accident stumbled and was upset. Con- 
sequently the salt was soaked and melted, and the 
Mule was delighted to be eased of its burden. So 
the Mule realising the difference between labour and 
relaxation took a lesson for the future from its 
accident and deliberately contrived what before it 
had unwillingly undergone. It was impossible for 
the muleteer to drive it by any other road away from 


’ Pyrrhus, King of Epirus, struck on the head by a tile and 
killed while fighting at Argos, 272 B.c. 

¢ Thales, 7th/6th cent. 3.c., one of the Seven Sages of 
Greece, philosopher and mathematician. 
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é6péa wyOn Selv, Kal mpoordrTe brep TOV aAdv 
oroyyiats Kat épiots émod~a. atbrov. 0 dé THY 
3 ‘ ? QO 4 4 A é : v 4 
émtBovdAnv otk €idws Kara TO ovvnfes WALoFe, Kat 


3 Xr f if) x > f- oe 1 v ¢ a 
dvarAnoas vOaTtos Ta emKepeva,! yolero Orrws 


¢ 4 f > 4 > N / 3 \ 3 3 ? 
ot TO oddiopa eTpdin emi KaKkdv,® Kat €€ eKeivov 
¢ ~~ ~ 7“ ~ 
Hovyn ovepyomevos Kal KpaTtdav ta&v oKeddv 
> a ‘ ¢ / , 
amabets rods aAas dtepvAatrev. 7 


43. TluvOdvouar dé ev tH *Avtidyou ode TH 
Lwowy mpGov yevécbat érA€favra, iovra te adrov 
emi Tas vouas oTedavdrwty yuvatka copay ydéws, 
Kal mpooceotdva, atti Kat TH mpoBooKkid. TO 
apocwnov ths avOpmmov Kabaipew. Sdédeap dé 
dpa éxeivn xabie. rob diArpov atta orépavov €x 
trav Kal? pay mAekdpevov,* Kal TH pev donpepat 
AapBdvew épyov fv, TH Sé Siddvat. ypdve dé 
voTepov 7 pev avOpwros tov Biov Karéorpepev, oO 
dé eAddas ris ourvyfeias Stapaprdvwv Kat ody 
épav qv érofe. yuvaika, Womep odv €pacThs 
epwuerns arvyav €Enypih0y Kat 0 Téws mTpac- 
Tatos wy és Ouyov e€4d0n wWomep ody Kal TOV 
avOpwrwv ot a&yav dao ths Av’ans émudvabevtes 
Kat EXppoves 'yeyevnEvoL. 
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the river. So when Thales heard the man’s ex- 
planation, he thought that he must contrive to punish 


the Mule for its malice and ordered the man to load 


it with sponges and wool on top of the salt. But the 
Mule all unaware of the plot stumbled as usual, and 
having saturated its burden with water, realised that 
its trick was turned to its own undoing; so after that 
it made the crossing without disturbance and kept 
control of its legs and preserved the salt undamaged. 


‘43. I learn that at Antioch in Syria there was a 
tame Elephant and that as it went to its feeding- 
grounds it used to take great pleasure in the sight 
of a woman who sold garlands, and would stand close 
by her and clean her face with its trunk. Accord- 
ingly the woman used to hang out as a bait to charm 
it a garland woven of the season’s flowers, and every 
day it was the Elephant’s practice to accept, and hers 
to offer it. In course of time the woman departed 


this life, and the Elephant, missing its customary 


fare and not seeing the woman of its desire, grew 
savage like a lover who has lost his loved one... And 


the creature that till then had been of the gentlest. 


was inflamed with passion like men who are over- 
whelmed with excess of grief and driven out of their 
senses. 


Elephant 
and flower- 


seller 


44, Elephants do obeisance to the rising sun by the 


lifting their trunks like hands to face its beams, and Eirpyans 3 


that, you see, is why they are beloved of the god. per 


44. Tov 7Avov avicyovra mpookvvotow €épav- 
4 ~ ~ “a 
Tes, Tas mpoBooxidas edOd Tis axtivos as xetpas 
3 7 o ~ “~ 
avateivovres, évOev tor Kat TO Ge@ grdrobvrat. 


% 


1 émxeiueva tod axGous. 2 Kal das. 42 
3 * ~ % 
Retske: kak. 
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géoTw. 4» pev Kata “Avridyou vikn ovv avT@ 
éyévero, GQUwv Sé emwikia Kat tdeodpevos Tov 
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ébvoev Kat otv Kal Tértapas éAdpavtas peyéber 
peylotous 1 mapéornoev tepeta, Ws ye @ETO, Kat 
ravTn TH Ovoia yepaipwy eéxeivos TO Geiov. 
evirrviov dé avrov dterapagev, ws arretAotvtos 
rob Oeot éni rH anber re Kat E€vyn Ovoia: Kat 
detcas éxeivos yaAKkots TéTTapas 7rovnodpervos 
— avipbe 7 Oe@ brép TOV avynpynpévev tAeovpevos * 
Te Kal eduevlduevos atrov. €Adpaytes pev odv 
Beovs mpookvvotow, ot d¢ dvipwro. dpa ye ® 
clot Deot Kal ovtTes et hpovTilovaow Hnuav dtasro- 
povow. 
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Let Ptolemy Philopator be a trustworthy witness to 
the fact. With the aid of the god he overcame 
Antiochus,* and in sacrificing for his victory and to 
propitiate the Sun he not only offered sacrifices on a 
magnificent scale but even went so far as to offer 
four of the very largest elephants as victims, paying 
homage, as he supposed, to the god by this very 
sacrifice. But a vision in his sleep troubled him: 
the god seemed to threaten him for this unusual and 
strange offering. And he in his fear caused four 
elephants to be made of bronze and offered them to 
the god in place of those he had slaughtered, hoping 
to placate him and to ensure his favour. Elephants 
for their part worship the gods, whereas mankind is 
in doubt whether in fact there are gods, and, if there 
are, whether they take thought for us. 


45 (i). The Priests of Egypt do not purify them- Beyptian 
selves with water of every kind, nor even with such {72° 
water as they may chance upon, but only with that ablations 
from which they believe an Ibis has drunk. For 
they know full well that this bird would never drink 
water that was dirty or that had been tainted with 
any drugs; for they believe that the bird possesses 
a certain prophetic faculty, seeing that it is sacred. 

(ii). learn that unwounded Elephants pick spears The 
and javelins out of those that have been wounded, pe vs 
with caution, just as though they understood the 
practice of surgery and had acquired skill in these 
matters. 

(iii). It seems that people in olden times paid Nicknames 
regard even to brute beasts in the following way. 


Pyrrhus of Epirus delighted to be called * the 
@ At the battle of Raphia, 217 B.c. 


¢ > fond > 7 € “ ¢ 4 
45. Ot ev rH Alyiarmw tepets eavTous mepip- 
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% / ti ? ~ 
av riot ® watos éxelvn puTrapod Kal AcAvaopevov 
ld 
ex TwWov hapdKkwrv: exew yap Te moTEvovaw €v 
éauT@ TO C@ov Kal pavrTuchs, dre tepov. 
a f 5 1 2 , A f \ 
éfavras dé aKkotw THY TETPWLEVWY TOUS 
> ~ 
arpwrous medevopévws €lapeiy Kat Evora Kat 
> / , Ss 
GKOVTLA, WaTEp OV YELpoUpyias emLOTHOVaS Kal | 
? n 
pabovras thy év rotode oodiar. | 
i \ v S \ tal ~ ¥ ~ j 
Otirw dé dpa jv dia omovdys Tots avw Tod | 
, \ \ # 4 > v4 ? \ 
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€ °"H é Tl é ¢ & \ A o \ Xr ‘4 
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| 
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‘Tépag 6 ’Avrioxos. Sudpopa pev 87) TatTa Kat 
dOpda eipyras,! r@ ovmdvrs pabeiv agva. | 


46. MiOpiSdrns 6 Llovrixds tiv éavrod dpoupav 
xabevswv éniorevey Hrrov Kat Tots Sido Kat 
trois Sopuddpois, Kab dia Tobro tepwlévras ectye 
dddaxas tadpov Kat tmmov Kat édadov. Kabev- 
Sovra ody éfpovpouv abrov oide ot Ofjpes, eb Tis 
mpogio. TaXvoTA eK THS avamvoys aicfavopevor. 
Kal 6 fev TH puKypate, 6 dé TH xpeperiopate, 6 
dé TH pnKH Swavilov avrov. 


47. Té&v dypiwov Cdwv ra Exyova Ta véa Sapo- 
: / a 
pws ovoudlerar, Kat Ta ye mrciw Simdqy rH 
errwvupiav éxyet. AcdvTwy yoy cxvpvou Kat Acovrt~ 
S “” 3 ta ¢ ? é € B f 
els dvoudCovrar, ws “Apiorodavns o Bulavrios 
waptupel, mrapddrewy dé oKtpvor Te Kat apKndot: 
elot S€é of dace yévos érepov t&v mapddAewv Tous 
> 4r s 0 Lae 8 ‘ / 2. ; - xr o~ 
dpkjrous elvar. Odwy 8é pdvov * oxdpvor pidovar 
: ~ > . : #: 
karetobat, Kal Tiypewy dpoiws, Kal pupyyKwr® 
Sé cal aavOipwv. gowxe Sé Kal Ta THY AvyKadv * 
~ “a ‘4 
éxyova opotws ovopalea0ar. ev yoiv rots Adoov 
/ 
Acyouevars AvbupduBors otrws cbpioxeras > etpy- 
4 A ? ‘ ~ Xr 4 6 A 4 bs) 4 
pevov Td Bpépos TO. THS AvyKos.° mMUAKWwWY OE 


_1 Jac: etpyoerat. 2 Gow: povor MSS, H. 
stp} ad 


3 nuppnKwy corrupt ? Ges, 4 Jac: huyydv. 
5 edpioxerat oKvpVOS. ; 6 Jac: dAvyyés. : 





4 Younger son of Antiochus I, whom he succeeded 245.B.c. ; 
driven out of Asia Minor and killed in Egypt 227 B.c. Justin. 
27. 2 ° Hierax’ est cognominatus, quia non hominis sed 
accipiiris ritu in alienis diriprendis vitam sectaretur. 
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Eagle,’ and Antiochus, so it is said, to be called ‘ the 
Hawk.’¢ J have mentioned these cases together, 
different though they are; an intelligent man will 
find them worth knowing. : 


46. Mithridates of Pontus® when asleep was 


unwilling to entrust his own safety to weapons and 
‘spearmen, and for that reason he kept as body- 


guard a bull, a horse, and a stag that had been 
tamed. Accordingly these animals guarded him 
while he slept, and if ever anyone approached they 
at once perceived it by his breathing. And they 
would wake the King, the bull by bellowing, the 
horse by neighing, and the stag by bleating. 


47. The young offspring of wild animals have 
different appellations, and the majority at any rate 
have two names. The young of Lions, for instance, 
are called oxvpvor and Acovrideis, as Aristophanes 


of Byzantium testifies; and of Leopards, OKUELVOL 


Mithridates, 
his body- 
guard 


Names for 
the young 
of Animals 


and dpxndot, although there are those who assert — 


that apxyAot are a different kind of leopard. But 
the young of Jackals are habitually called oxvdpvor 
only; and the same with Tigers and Ants*® and 
Panthers. And it appears that the young of Lynxes 
are similarly spoken of; at any rate in the Dithyrambs, 
as they are called, of Lasus we find the young of a 


lynx spoken of in this way. We hear too of the 


oxvpvot and also of the mOnxidels of Monkeys, and of 


> Mithridates VI, Eupator, 2nd/Ist cent. B.c., Rome’s most 
formidable adversary in the East; defeated at length by 
Pompey, 65 B.C. 
-¢ Perhaps puppet is here to be interpreted as ‘marmot’; 
see Hdt. 3. 102 with the commentators ad loc. ce 
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the 7@Aot of Antelopes, ‘ And I should not be sur- 
prised if we heard of the 7@Aou of Gazelles also’ says 
the same Aristophanes. ‘But the young of Dogs 
and Wolves would be called cxvAakes’hesays. And 
young wolves are in fact also called Auxidets, where- 
as a full-grown wolf of the largest size would be called 
povodukos. The young of Hares are Aayidels, but a 
fully grown Hare poets like to callarw€ ; the Spartans, 
raxivas. The young of Foxes are called dAwmexidets, 
while their mother is called kepda and oxadwpn and 
oxivoapos. Men call the young of Wild Swine 
poAdBpia, and you may hear Hipponax in some 
passage [ fr. 68 D] speaking of an actual Boar as 
podoBpirns. And there are certain Pigs that are 
called poviat. People habitually call Gazelles 
Cépkes and mpoxes. And the young of Porcupines 
and similar creatures are called 68p1a; the word is © 
mentioned by Euripides in his Pehades [ fr. 616 N] 
and by Aeschylus in his Agamemnon and _ his. 
Dictyules [| fr. 48 N]. But the young of Birds and of 
Snakes and of Crocodiles are called sdaxaXor by some, 
among whom are the people of Thessaly. And 
people call little new-hatched birds dprdAcyat, and 
the young of chickens aAexropide?s ; and again they 
speak of ynvidets and ynvaAwmeKioets and form words 
like them on the same principle. But Achaeus the 


* At Ag. 143 Aesch. wrote dBpuxdAovor, it was therefore in 
the Dict. that he must have written éfp.a. 


62 , . 
opradtxous ror veotTovs | veotTovs Kal dpradiyous aAexTpud~ 
vw TE ddexropioas. 
? Valck: ddAexropiéas. 


f i 4 fa é + é 
8 éyovat Kal TOV ye TEpvow ovoudalovo Ws Kal TOV olvov, 


165 





AELIAN 


id 4 4 A ~ , 
Tpaywdias mowtis Tov veorrov Tis xeAwWdvos 
pdaxov Wrvduacev. 


as 4 nA 
48. Mvijunv 5é mapaxodovbety Kai tots Cows, 
~ Fad ; 7 ~ 
xa iStov avt@v Kal Tobro eivat ywpis Tis €s 
/ a 
adriy réyvys Te Kal codias, jv TEparevdopevot 
~ Foal 3 nn 
ries emwvojoat KopmaCovol, TEKLNPLOL KOL EKELVO, 
~ n~ f Fond 
rov Seordrny dvra Tav ex THs “Pwpaiwyv Bovdafs 
> 7 > av" > f \ , ? 
amédpa “AvdpokAffs Ovoua, olKEeTnS THY TUXYV, © 
TL KaKoupyjoas Kat RAiKov ovK otda. elmreiv. KE 
3 > > 1 4 A ‘ 4 ? 3 i 
8 odv és rhv AnBinv, Kat Tas pev Todews aaeAip- 
rave, Kab Tobto 51 TO Aeyopevov GaoTpots aUTaS 
: 3 r4 
éonpaivero, mponjet Se €s Thy éphunv. ppuvyomevos 
5 1 #4 MI NG i 5, , a > A 
é vd moAAfs <Kal>! Ovamvpov THS aKTLVOS, 
dopévws oravTpov Twa TTéTpAY STOOpayLwv Ov- 
? ‘ y / ¢ ¢ f » 
yale Xéovros Sé dpa Korn noe 4 TeTpAa HY. 
> ‘4 , > ? ¢ fd / ? 
endvevot tolvuv ex Orjpas 6 Aéwy, axddAome Brat 
mepuTrapels Kat Kodalopevos, Kat evTvxov Te 
/ / . 
veavia. eldev abrov mpdws, Kal oatvewv np&aro, Kal 
3 ”~ 
mpovrewe Tov 71004, Kal e€detro ws dvvaTo 
> o~ 4 5A. ¢€ PS) 4 4 \ ~ 2 
eEatpeOHvar Tov oKodoTa. 6 0€ TA MEV TPWTO 
“ ~ > 
Karéentnéev emet 5€ mpaov tov Ofpa efedcato 
4 4 \ \ la ~ 7 > “ 4 
Kal TO KaTa TOV 768a ovveide maOos, eEcide TO 
~ “~ f A nn oO 7 3 ? 
Auroby rod odds, Kal THs dddvns amnddagev. 
¢ 4 > ~ f e ‘4 > aft e¢ 63 / 
nolels obdv TH Oeparreia o ew iatpeid ot éxTivwr 
/ > # \ ? 4 e 3 7 3 é 
Edvov re évousle kat didov, Kai dv €Onpa <Kxowa- 
vet. Kal 6 pev eoireiro Wud t AcovTwy VOLLOS, © 
S¢ éavr@ Sara: Kal Kow*s améAavov tpamélns 
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tragic poet called the young of the Swallow pdcyos 


Lfr. 47 N}. 


48. That memory is an attribute even of animals, Androcles 


and that this is a characteristic acquired without 
the system and science of mnemonics which certain 
wonder-workers claim to have invented, the follow- 
ing facts demonstrate. One Androcles by name, 
who happened to be a slave in the household of 
a Roman senator, ran away from his master after 
committing some offence, the nature and extent 
of which I am unable to state. Well, he arrived 
in Libya and was for avoiding towns and, as the 
saying is, ‘marked their places only by the stars’ 
and went on into the desert. And being parched 
by the excessive and fiery heat of the sun, he was 
glad to take refuge and to rest under a caverned 
rock. This rock, it seems, was the lair of a Lion. 
Now the Lion returned from hunting, injured from 
having been pierced with a sharp stake, and when 
it encountered the. young man it looked at him 
in a gentle manner and began to fawn upon him, 
extending its paw and imploring him as best it could 
to have the stake plucked out. Androcles at first 
shrank back. But when he saw that the beast was 
in gentle mood, and realised what was the matter 
with its paw, he extracted what was hurting it and 
rid the Lion of its pain. The Lion therefore in joy 
at being healed paid him his fee by treating him as 


its guest and friend, and shared with him the spoils 


of its chase. And while the Lion ate its food raw, 

as is the custom of lions, Androcles used to cook his 

for himself. And they enjoyed a common table each 
@ Cp. 2. 7. 
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as was his nature. And this was how Androcles 
lived for the space of three years. After a time, as 
his hair grew to an excessive length and he was 
troubled with a violent itching, he forsook the Lion 
and trusted himself to fortune. Then as he was 
wandering about he was caught, questioned as to 
whom he belonged to, and sent bound to his master 
in Rome. The master punished his servant for the 
injury he had done him and he was condemned to be 
given to the wild beasts to eat. It chanced that the 
same Libyan lion had also been caught and was let 
loose in the arena together with the young man 
destined for death, him who had shared that very 
Lion’s home and dwelling. The man for his part 
did not know the Lion again, but the animal imme- 
diately recognised the man, fawned upon him, and 
letting its whole body sink down, threw itself at 
his feet. And at last Androcles recognised his host 
and throwing his arms round it, greeted it like a 
comrade returned after absence. But as he was 
thought to be a magician; a leopard also was let 
loose upon him. And when it rushed at Androcles 
the Lion came to the rescue of its former healer 
and remembering how they used to feed together, 
tore the leopard to pieces. The spectators, as was 
natural, were dumbfounded, and the man who was 
giving the shows summoned Androcles and learnt 
the whole story. And the report spread through 
the multitude, and the populace on learning the 
truth shouted aloud that both man and Lion must 
be set free. Memory is indeed one of the attributes 
of animals. 

And there is a corresponding story to the same 


1 adeiOn. 
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effect as the above . . . in Samos in front of Dionysus 
of the Open Mouth .. ., might be thought to 
know the lair also. For this too he must consult 
Eratosthenes, Euphorion, and others who narrate it. 


4 The passage is corrupt. The reference is to the story 
recorded by Pliny (HN 8. 57) of one Elpis of Samos who 
relieved a suffering lion, of how it showed its gratitude, and 
how Elvis dedicated a temple to Dionysus who had saved him. 
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1. Indian histories teach us the following facts 
also. Huntsmen take thoroughbred bitches which 


_are good at tracking wild animals and are very swift 


of foot to places infested by these animals; they tie 
them to trees and then go away, simply, as the saying 
is, trying a throw of the dice. And if tigers find them 
when they have caught nothing and are famished, they 
tear them to pieces. If however they arrive on heat 
and full-fed they couple with the bitches, for tigers 
too when gorged turn their thoughts to sexual inter- 
course. From this union, so it is said, a tiger is born, 
not a hound. And from this tiger and a bitch again 
a tiger would be born, although the offspring of this 
last and of a bitch takes after its dam, and the seed 
degenerates and a hound is born. Nor will Aristotle 
contradict this [HA 607 a 4, Gd 746 a 34]. Now 
these hounds which can boast a. tiger for sire scorn 
to pursue a stag or to face a boar, but are glad to rush 
at lions and thereby to give proof of their pedigree. 
At any rate the Indians gave Alexander the son of 
Philip a test of the strength of these hounds in the 
following manner. They let loose a stag, and the 
Hound stayed quiet; then a boar, and’ it never 
moved; after that a bear, but the bear caused it no 
excitement whatever. But when a lion was let 
loose, and : | : 


‘when’ the Hound ‘ beheld it, then came wrath 
upon him the fiercer ’[Hom. J/. 19. 16], 
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1 éxelvy A, éxetvor L, Shorey. 
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and as though it had seen its real adversary, it 
neither hesitated nor remained still but leapt upon 
the lion and clung to it with a vigorous grip, pressing 
and throttling it. So then the Indian who was 
giving the King this exhibition, knowing full well the 
Hound’s power of endurance, ordered the men to cut 
off its tail. The tail was cut off, but the Hound paid 
no heed. So the Indian ordered one of its legs to 
be cut off, and cut off it was. But the Hound clung 
as fast as ever, and would not let go, as though the 
leg of some other creature unconnected with it were 
being cut off. Then another leg was cut off and still 
the Hound would not relax its bite; then a third, 
and it continued to cling; and after these the fourth, 
and still it was capable of biting. And finally they 
severed the rest of its body from its head. But the 
Hound’s fangs maintained their original grip, while 
the head hung aloft on the lion, although the biter 
himself was no more. At this Alexander was 
grieved and amazed that the Hound in giving proof 
of its mettle had perished, a fate the reverse of a 
coward’s, and had met its death by reason of its 
courage. Accordingly the Indian seeing Alexander's 
grief, presented him with four hounds of the same 
breed. And he was delighted to receive them and 
gave the Indian a suitable gift inreturn. And when 
the son of Philip received the four he as his 
grief over the first. 


2. Every Hound that is good at hunting delights The Hound's 


to catch unaided a wild animal and regards the 
catch as its prize, provided its master consents to 


3 Std0vs. 4 grroAwAet. 
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this. Otherwise it preserves the animal alive until 
the huntsman comes up and decides what he wants 
to do with the capture. But if it comes upon a dead 
hare or boar it will not touch it, refusing to claim 
credit for another’s labours and declining to appro- 
priate what does not belong to it. From these facts 
it appears to have a certain natural love of distinction : 
it is not meat that it wants ; it is victory that it loves. 
And it is worth hearing how the Hound behaves 
when it is hunting. It goes ahead of the huntsman, 
to whom it is attached by a long leash, and controlling 
its bark, tracks the game by scent. And so long as no 
game comes its way and it finds nothing, it goes 
forward rather despondently to judge from its looks ; 
for all that, it goes ahead and leads the huntsman on 
with the utmost keenness and pertinacity. But if 
it tracks out some beast and comes upon some scent, 

then it halts. And the huntsman approaches while 
the Hound overjoyed at its good luck fawns upon its 
master, licks his feet, and resumes its original quest, 

advancing step by step until it comes upon the lair; 
further it does not go. So then the huntsman 
understands and with a low call gives the signal to 
the men with the nets. And they set the nets in a 
ring. Thereupon the Hound barks. The intention 
of its baying just then is to provoke the boar to rise 
in order that he may emerge and as he flees may be 
caught in the nets. And when the beast is captured, 

the Hound raises a loud cry of victory, as it were a 
hymn of praise, and is delighted and leaps about, 
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2 <Nafov xai> add. Wesseling. 
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like soldiers who have overcome their enemies. This 
is what Hounds do in dealing with boars and stags. 


3. Itseems that even Dolphins are more scrupulous 
than men in showing their gratitude and are not con- 
trolled by the Persian custom applauded by Xeno- 
phon [Cyr. 1. 2. 7]. And what I have to tell is as 
follows. One Coeranus by name, a native of Paros, 
when some Dolphins fell into the net and were 
captured at Byzantium, gave their captors money, 
as it were a ransom, and set them at liberty; and 
for this he earned their gratitude. At any rate he 
was sailing once (so the story goes) in a fifty-oar 
ship with a crew of Milesians, when the ship cap- 
sized in the strait between Naxos and Paros, and 
though all the rest were drowned, Coeranus was 
rescued by Dolphins which repaid the good deed 
that he had first done them by a similar deed. And 
the headland and caverned rock to which they swam 
with him on their backs are pointed out, and the spot 
is called Coeraneus.. Later when this same Coeranus 
died they burnt his body by the sea-shore. Where- 
upon the Dolphins, observing this from some point, - 
assembled as though they were attending his funeral, 
and all the while that the pyre was ablaze they re- 
mained at hand, as one trusty friend might remain 
by another. When at length the fire was quenched 
they swam away. - . 

Men however are subservient to the wealthy and 
the seemingly prosperous while they are alive, but 
when dead or in misfortune they turn their backs 


@ The Persians punish those who could, but do not, show 
their gratitude; want of gratitude they regard as the parent 
of other vices. 
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upon them so as to avoid repaying them for past 
favours. 


4. (i). It seems that even Fishes are both tame and Tame Fishes 


tractable, and when summoned can hear and are 
ready to accept food that is given them, like the 
sacred eel in the Fountain of Arethusa.2 And men 
tell of the moray belonging to Crassus ? the Roman, 
which had been adorned with earrings and small 
necklaces set with jewels, just like some lovely 
maiden; and when Crassus called it, it would 
recognise his voice and come swimming up, and 
whatever he offered it, it would eagerly and promptly 
take and eat. Now when this fish died Crassus, so 
I am told, actually mourned for it and buried it. 
And on one occasion when Domitius¢ said to him 
‘You fool, mourning for a dead moray!” Crassus 
took him up with these words: ‘I mourned for a 
moray, but you never mourned for the three wives 
you buried.’ 


(ii). I have heard that the Egyptians assert that T 


the sacred Crocodiles are tame, and if their keepers 
at any rate touch and handle them they submit and. 
do not object; and they keep their jaws open when 
the keepers insert their hands and cleanse their 
teeth and pick out bits of flesh that have got between 
them. Further, the Egyptians assert that the afore- 
said Crocodiles are endowed with prophecy, and 
-adduce the following evidence. Ptolemy (which of 


® M. Licinius Crassus, defeated Spartacus, 73 B.¢.; triumvir 
with J. Caesar and Pompey, 60 B.c.; defeated by the Parthians 
at Carrhae, 53 B.c., and later slain. 

¢ Cn. Domitius Ahenobarbus, Censor with Crassus, 92 B.C. 
See Suet. Nero 2. 
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2 guvevras MSS, Jac retains, marking a lacuna after AaBeiv. 
3 @éoeas Kal duces (or décets). 
& Lvppav MSS, Lodpay Schn. 


¢@ Polydamas, Trojan hero, Jearned divination from his 
father Panthous; see Hom. J/. 12. 210.—Polyeidus; see 5. 2 n. 
—Theoclymenus at Hom. Od. 20. 350 foretells the downfall of 
the suitors of Penelope. : > se 
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ON ANIMALS, VIII. 4-5 


the line it was, you must ask them) was calling to the 
tamest of the Crocodiles, but it paid no attention 
and would not accept the food he offered. And the 
priests realised that the Crocodile knew that 
Ptolemy’s end was approaching and consequently 
declined to take food from him. 


5. I have heard that some people practise divina- Divination 


tion by birds and devote themselves to their study , 
and scrutinise their flight and the quarters of the sky 
where they appear. And seers like Teiresias, 
Polydamas,? Polyeidus, Theoclymenus and many 
another are celebrated for their knowledge of this 
art, while men such as Silanus,’? Megistias, nuclides 


_and the long tale of their successors were skilled in 


deciding upon the dispositions of entrails. Again, I 
have heard people assert that some divine by means 
of barley-corns, of sieves, and of small cheeses. And 
I have ascertained that there is a village in Lycia 
between Myra and Phellus called Sura ¢ where there 
are those who devote themselves to divination by 
means of fish, arid they understand what it purports 
if the fish come at their call or withdraw, and what it 
signifies if they pay no attention, and what it portends 
if they come in numbers. And you shall hear these 
prophetic utterances of the sages when a fish leaps 
out of the water or comes floating up from the 


» Silanus of Ambracia, soothsayer to Cyrus II; see Xen. An. 
1. 7. 18.—Megistias claimed descent from Melampus; died 
fighting at the battle of Thermopylae of which he had foretold 
the issue; see Hdt. 7. 221, 228.—Euclides of Phlius divined 
Xenophon’s lack of money and advised him to sacrifice to 
Zeus:the Merciful; see Xen. An. 7. 8. 1. 

¢ A few miles W of Myra on the sea-coast. 
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depths, and when it accepts the food or on the 
other hand rejects it. 


6. It seems that donkeys are easily overcome and Hunters and 
seized by wolves, and bees by bee-eaters, cicadas by “” 
swallows, and snakes by deer. And the leopard 
captures most animals, especially the monkey, by 
its odour. 


7. From Megasthenes I learn that a small fish Animals 
occurs in the Indian Ocean, and that when alive it Bspnous 
is invisible, since presumably it swims down in the 
depths, but that when dead it floats to the surface. 


Anyone who touches it faints to begin with and later 


on dies. And if one treads upon the chelydrus even 


without being bitten, as Apollodorus says in. his work 
Of Poisonous Animals, death is inevitable. For he 
says that mere contact with the creature produces 
sepsis. And what is more, if anyone tries to ad- 
minister medical treatment or help of any kind to 
the dying man he gets blisters on his hands, simply 
from having touched the man who trod on the snake. 
And Aristoxenus says somewhere that a man killed 
a snake with his hands and, though unbitten died 
notwithstanding. And his very clothes which he 
happened to be wearing at the time when he slew 
the snake, turned in a short while to putrefaction. 


8. Nicander asserts that the slough of the Am- The Amphis- 
phisbaena if wrapped round a walking-stick drives alae 





2 Jac: Oewpéevn.  - 
4 OSchn: xépavdpor. 
8 Guws Gydvra. 


1 é« Bubod| Schn: vexpod. 

83 A 8 "A \ 3 8 _ 
evroOupety Kat exOv-. 

5 Ges: damofvyoxev. 
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away all snakes and other creatures which kill not 
by biting but by striking.* 


9. A Dog burdened with a full stomach knows of a 
herb that grows on dry stone walls, and if he eats it 
he vomits all that is paining him, mixed with phlegm 
and bile, and a great deal of excrement also passes 
off; so he restores his health without any need of 
medical assistance. Further, he voids a quantity of 
black bile which if retained causes madness, a trouble- 
some disease in Dogs. And when infected by worms 
Dogs eat the awns of corn, according to Aristotle 
[HA 612 a 31]. When wounded they have their 
tongue as a medicine, and with their tongue they lick 
the wounded place and restore it to a healthy con- 


dition; bandages, compresses, and the compounding 


of medicines they scorn. And another thing which 
Dogs have not failed to observe is that the fruit of 
the ... fattens swine indeed but causes Dogs a 
pain in their haunches. And though a Dog may 
see a sow gorging itself with the aforesaid fruit, 
with great self-control it leaves it to the sow for all 
its seeming sweetness. Men however yield to those 
who prevail upon them to eat against their will, often 


to an altogether immoderate degree. 


10. Elephants would not easily fail to notice an 


ambush. For instance, when they come near to the 


pit which elephant-hunters are in the habit of 


@ Nicander (Th. 373-83) says no more than that it is good 
for chilblains. The discrepancy is explained by Wellmann 
(Hermes 26. 335), who considers that Ael. was copying some 
work based upon Apollodorus in which Nic. was mentioned, 
and that he mistakenly ascribed to N. a statement made by A. 
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secretly digging, whether by some natural instinct or 
by some altogether mysterious faculty of divination 
they restrain themselves from going any further, and 
turn back and put up a most strenuous resistance as in 
war and try to overthrow their hunters and, thrusting 
their way through them, to seek safety in flight after 
overcoming their adversaries. So then there ensues 
a fierce battle and there is a slaughter of hunters and 
hunted. And this is how the battle is fought. The 
men take aim and hurl stout spears at them, while 
the Elephants seize upon any man that has fallen in 
their way, dash him to earth, trample upon him, and 
wounding him with their tusks inflict upon him a 
most pitiful and agonising death. And the animals 
attack, their ears in passion spread wide like sails, 
after the manner of ostriches which open their wings 
to flee or to attack. And the Elephants bending 
their trunk inwards and folding it beneath their 
tusks, like the ram of a ship driving along with a 
great surge, fall upon the men in a tremendous 
charge, overturning many and bellowing with a 
piercing, shrill note like a trumpet. And as those who 
are caught are trampled or smashed by the beasts’ 
knees, a great sound of bones being crushed can be 
heard even at a distance, and men’s faces, with eyes 
knocked out, nose battered, and forehead split, lose 
their distinctive features, and frequently become 
unrecognisable even by their nearest relatives. 
Others however escape contrary to expectation, in 
the following manner. A hunter has been caught, 

but the Elephant in its forward rush has overpassed 
him and has planted its knees upon the earth and 


3 ~ > , 
TWY COTEDMY. 
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has besides fixed its tusks in a thicket or in a tree- 
root or some similar object, and is held fast and can 
only with difficulty withdraw and pull them out. 
Meanwhile the hunter slips out and escapes. In such 
a battle therefore it often happens that the Elephants 
are victorious, often however that they are defeated 
through the men designedly applying various means 
of scaring them. For instance, trumpets are 
sounded; the hunters make a din and a clash by 
beating their spears on their shields; now they light 
a fire on the ground, now they lift it up in the air; or 
again they launch burning firebrands like javelins 
and violently brandish great torches in full blaze 
before the faces of the animals. And as the animals 
dread and are dazzled by these things they are 
pushed back and sometimes forced to fall into the 
pit which till then they have kept clear of. 


11. Hegemon in his poem, the Dardanica, among Love of 


other things touching Aleuas the Thessalian, says that 
a snake was enamoured of him. And when he says 
that this Aleuas had ‘ golden’ hair he is romancing ; 
let me call it “flaxen.’ And he says that he was a 
neatherd on mount Ossa, as Anchises was on Ida, 
and that he pastured his cattle near the spring called 
Haemonia. 
Now a snake of enormous size fell in love with 
Aleuas and crept up to him and kissed his hair and 
with its tongue licked and washed the face of its 


5 aipovres . . . ohevdovddyres. 

8 <xai> add. Reiske. 
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loved one and brought him as presents many of the 


— spoils of its hunting. 


Now if a ram was overcome by love of Glauce the 


_ harpist, and a dolphin of a youth at Iassus,* what is ; 


there to prevent a snake also from falling in love with 


a handsome shepherd, or the most keen-sighted of 


creatures from being a good judge of conspicuous 


beauty? So it seems that it is in fact a characteristic 


of animals to fall in love not only with their com- 
panions and kin but even with those who bear no 
relation to them at all but are yet beautiful. 


12. The Pareas or Paruas® (for this is the form The | 
preferred by Apollodorus) is of a red colour, has noe 
sharp eyes and a wide mouth; its bite is not injurious 
but gentle. That, you see, is the reason why those 
who first made these discoveries consecrated it to the 
god who is the kindest to man and gave it the name 
of ‘ servant to Asclepius.’ 7 


13. I have heard that in Ethiopia the Scorpions the 
known as Stbritae (that is what the inhabitants ° Sar 
commonly call them, as is natural) feed upon lizards, 
asps, sphondylae,? cockroaches, and all creeping 
things, but I have ascertained that anyone who 
treads upon their excrement develops ulcers. 

In Corcyra there occur water-snakes, as they are Various 


called, which round upon their pursuers and by i 


@ See 6. 15. 

> Coluber longissimus (or Aesculapit or flavescens), a 
beneficent snake, kept in the temple of Asclepius at Epidaurus. 

¢ The Sibritae were an Ethiopian tribe dwelling between 
the upper arms of the Nile and the Red Sea. 

@ Perh. a kind of beetle; one of the Cerambycidae or long- 
horn beetles (Gossen § 52). 
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a ? A A é “~ \ ? 
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? 4 / 
héyet tig Adyos, d6Padyods Sé ayav Ppaxiorovs. 
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Tov ye pny? Kwoiav, émet vwOis €or THY akon. 
Sopay S€ ioyupav exer Kat Svaxomropéevny Bpadv- 
Tara. Tov b€ aKovriavy yépavdpov ecivat daoct, 
? 13 ? os “ @ 4 PS 4 
ypovov Sé> ev Enp@ movetcbon tiv SvarpePyv 
modrob Kat €Adoyav C@ov wav. 7 5€ codia Tijs 
emBovrfs ths €€ adrod toude €oTw. ev Tails 
/ \ e / ? \ 
Aewddpots tov Aabav broxpdarerat, ToAAaKis S€ 
Kat emi tT. Sévdpov aveprvoas ita éavrov ovvetdy- 
cas Kat tiv Kedadny év TH o7eipg daoxpias 
rovs mapivras hovyh * drroPAéme. tra, éavTov 
> yf ? A / wv + uw “~ v 
adinow és 76 wapidv, etre aAoyov ein C@ov etre 
dvOpwaos. ott dé dArixdy Onpiov Kat diamndfjoat 
Kat etkoow et déou myyets oldy Te* GAAOpEVOY TE 


TApAXphUa EvEepu. 


/ > +7? 
14. Avxot Bot és réAwa Bald eurecdvre éav 
# 
mws mepiT¥ywot, TapdaTrove. pev advTov e&wbev 
lan 4 ‘ > tal “ al 
Kat doPodor, diavy~acbar Kat émPyva ris yijs 
f “~ 
odK émitpémovres, avayKalovo. S€ TO xpdovw 
otpeBAovpevov Kal iAvoTrampevov anonvuyfvat. «ira 
na ~ ? o~ 
cis adtra&v 6 reAewTaTos eumndjoas TH VOaTL Kal 
mpoovetoas €AdBero Tis ovpais tot Pods Kat 
ve 2 \ \ ng ~ ? Ae / 
Eres €s TO CEw, Kal repos THs Exelvov AaBdpevos 
airov €AKet, Kat Tov SetTepov 6 TpiTos, Kat 
1 Sé apogee. 2 rév pev 87. 
3 ydp. 4 Houxh Kat AavPaver. 
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blasts of foul breath make them pause in their 
attack and deter them. According to one account 
the Typhlops (blind-eyes),* which people also call 
Typhiine and Cophias as well, has a head nearly 
resembling the moray, but very small eyes. And 
the second of its two names, that is Cophzas, it has 
derived from the fact that it is dull of hearing. But 
its skin is hard and takes a long time to cut through. 
And the Acontias (javelin-snake), they say, is am- 
phibious and spends much time on dry land, lying in 
wait for every kind of living creature. And it shows 
skill in its fell designs, thus. It lurks hidden it may 
be in thoroughfares ; often it crawls up some tree and 
coils itself up and concealing its head in its coils, spies 
quietly upon the passers-by. Then it launches 
itself on whatever is passing, be it brute beast or 
man. The creature is good at leaping and is 
capable of Jumping as much as twenty cubits, if 
need be. And where it leaps it instantly fastens 
on. 


14. If by chance Wolves come upon an Ox that has Ril 


fallen into a deep pond, they harass and terrify him 
from the bank, never allowing him to swim across 
and get out on to land, and compel him after long 
torment and floundering to drown. Then the 
strongest Wolf in the pack leaps into the water and 
swimming up to the Ox, seizes its tail and begins to 
drag it to the bank; and a second wolf seizes the 
tail of the first and drags it, then a third drags the 


¢ * Probably Pseudopus pallasi,’ Thompson on Arist. HA 
567 b 25 (Eng. tr.). It is a limbless lizard and is known as a 
‘ glass-snake.’ Other interpretations are Anguis fragilis 
(Brenning), Typhlops vermicularis (Gossen-Steier). . 
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rotrov 6 Téraptos, Kal Sparat 70 cipnpievov [expt 
rot reAevtaiov, domep ovv ew Tod v8aTos 
fornxe. Kal tov tpdmov tobrov eLayayovres TOV 
Body rovodvrat Seimvov. Bods de pooxov memavy- 
uevov eMoyjoavres ira avT@ mpoornd@ct, Ree 
Tob puKripos AaBdpevor EAKovow" oO be dvrTiomG., 
Kat dptdra dep TovTov ToAAy, TAY ev €xBiaoa- 
cba mepwuervwr, Tod dé p21) elfau dyd@voo pa. 
motoupevov. Otay S€ adrov ovTWs Dedowvras 
ofddpa avritetvovtTa, pelfjkav KaL €KElvOS UTTO 
ris es robricw Bias avarétparrral, Kat ob ddKor 
eumeadvres dvéppyfav thy vyddy Kat éoGiovow 
adrov. 


“n € 25, 7 \ 
15. “Orav drepBHvar tappov ob edepavres ites 
*e 4 > > 4 
Sdvwvrat, els 6 wéytoros éavrov és adriyy euBadrer, 
: . 


a \ (oe \. 
KL mAGyLos LOTATOL, KQL yepupot TO KEVOV, KOOL 


kar’ abtod Balvovres és TO GyTuTépas tact Kab 
drosiSpdoKover, mpdrepov pévror Kal exeivov 
dvacdoavtes. 6 Sé THs owrnpias TpomTos ovTOS 
éorw. dvwbey tis Tov mdda mporetver, Kal 
exelvw mrapéxer thy mpoPooxida. mepuTrdetau: OL 
Sé dor dodyava euBddAovor Kai EvAa @KLOTE,, 
dv émPalvwv, eiAnupévos <re>® To8 modes pada. 
éykparas te kab evAaPas dvaorara pGora.. 

"Kort Sé ev tots "IvSots dpovpa, Kat KéxAnTae 
Dardxpa. 76 5é aitiov Tob dvéparos, o yevodevos 
rhs évrat0a ywouervys?® méas Kat Tas Tpixas 
dmoBdAkes kal Ta Képata. ovKoty ot ehepavres 
éxdvres elvar od mpociacs Tide TH adpodpa, GAA 
2 <re> add. Reiske. 


ay ? m & rd 
aAVTLOTE EQAUTOV, 
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second, and a fourth the third, and this is repeated 
up to the last Wolf, which is standing out of the 
water. And having hauled out the Ox in this way, 
they enjoy a feast. They lie in wait for a strayed 
Calf and leap upon it, and seizing it by the nose drag 
it along. But the Calf pulls against them and there 
is a herce struggle for it, the Wolves trying to over- 


~ come it by force, the Calf fighting hard not to yield. 


And when they see it resisting with all its might in 
this way, they let go; whereupon the Calf by 
straining in the opposite direction is upset, and the 
Wolves leap upon it, tear open its belly, and devour 
it. 


15. When Elephants are unable to cross a ditch 
the largest one in the herd throws himself into it 
and standing transversely bridges the gap, while the 
rest tread on his back, cross to the far side, and make 
off, but not until they have rescued him. And the 
way in which they rescue him is as follows. One of 
them on the bank puts his foot forward and allows 
the large Elephant to wrap his trunk round it. 
Meantime the others throw undergrowth and timber 
into the trench as fast as they can. And he mounts 
on these and clinging firmly with all his might to the 
other’s foot is drawn up without difficulty. 

There is in India a tract of land called Phalacra 
(bald). And the reason for the name is that any 
creature which eats the grass growing there loses its 
hair and its horns. Accordingly Elephants do not 
willingly go near this tract, but if they have drawn 


3 yevopevns. 
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dmroorpEepovra mAnotov yevopevot, méy 70 BAamrov 
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dropyyoovTos avray 6re epwvyds €orev. ar pe~ 
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oTay 8 dvOpurros mpocin én eKTouy avis, 
Kevrovpevn * bd Tob Cobov Tob ovvTpddou Ppirret 
Kal éauTyv ovoTpéper, Kal aitia movov TE Kat 
Kapdrov yiverat T@ Onparh vat pa Aia aoAdod. 


i. Hipnras peev ovv Huty qept ehedavrwv dia, 
TA O€ KGL E€ipnoeTar. _fobrwot Kpa.rovou bey 
Biov t ® owppoovyns dé 6 Orrens perernxacw, eirrety 
mMpeTudeorarov. od yap cos bBpilovres odde Ws 
Adyvou €mt TV opuhiav ayy mpos tiv OAdcvav 
EpYoVTat, GAN @omTep ovv ot yévous Siadoxfs 
dedjLevot Ka matSoo7opobrres, iva, ey) adbTovs 
emery y emtyovny 7 é€ dMApAcwv, édowo. dé 
onépua. amaé yotv ev TO Beep TO opeTepyp 
pvnpovevovow adpoodirys, orav n Orjdeva drropevy 
Kal avTy: elra é€umAjoas exaotos THY GvYVOLOV 


L fadarrns kal wépuxev elvar C@ov. 2 Kal, 
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near to it they move away, since Elephants, like 
prudent men, avoid anything that is harmful. 


16. The Sponge is directed by a small animal 
resembling a spider rather than a crab. For the 
Sponge is no lifeless or bloodless object engendered 
by the sea, but clings to the rocks like other creatures 
and has a certain power of movement in itself, 
though it needs, as you might say, someone to remind 
it that it is a living creature, for owing to some 
natural porosity it remains motionless and at rest, 
until something encounters its pores; then the 
spider-like creature pricks it, and it seizes what 
has fallen in and makes a meal. But when a man 
approaches to cut it off, the Sponge is pricked by 
the animal that lives in it, shudders, and contracts, 
and the trouble and labour that this causes to the 
fisherman is considerable, and no mistake. 


17. [have indeed spoken of Elephants in a separate Th 
chapter, but I shall add the following .. . it is 
most fitting to state that they have been gifted with 
temperance. For they seek intercourse with the 
female not as though minded to commit an outrage 
or from lust, but like men desiring a succession to 
their family and to beget children, in order that 
their common offspring may not fail but that they 
may leave their seed after them. At any rate once 
only in a life-time do their thoughts turn to love, 
when the female herself submits. Then when each 
one has impregnated its mate, thereafter it knows 


3 4 Schn: 


EKKEVTOULEVN. 
. Biov corrupt, 


¢. ¢ 2 

WS viT0O. 

5 ¢ ‘ 
OUTG)OL «. « 
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ro evrebbev! odk oldev adtyy. ovpmdAékovras de 
odk dvéSnv obdé ev TH Tav dAdAwy dyer add’ 
dvaywphoavtes' Kal éavt@v mpoBdddovrar 7 
Sévdpa Sacéa 7 VAnv Twa cvppvs 7 XOpov Kotdov 
kat Babdv rot Aabeiv adtots mapéxovta adfoviar. 
ws pev ody clot dixator avw el7rov, Kat TO avoOpeEtov 
abtav Kat Ttodro on A€deKTaL: TO* addpov dE 
droddébeikTar® 7a viv tatra. aAdd Kal TO 
uucorrévnpov oTw oxoAn pavOdve, odros biréxwv 
Ta Ota aKkovérw. eAéhavTe Hucpw mwdAcvTys Hv, 
Kat elye yuvaika apndtkeotépay pév, mAovoiav 
Sé. odKodv érépas ép@v Kal Ta THs ovvotKovons 
omevowy exeivys yevéoOar * TavTny ev azromviye 
Kat ths Tod éhépavTos Pdrvyns KaTop¥TTE TAnoiov 
6 OeppoBovdros dvOpwios, ayerar d€ THv aAdnp. 
évraila obv 6 eAéhas TH mpoBooKids AaBdpevos 
Tv vewott adiyperny ayer Tis vexpas° mdy- 
ciov, Kal Tots Képaciw avopvéas Kal ‘yupvacas TO 
c@pa, & eimety odk HdvvaTo, Tatra émedetxvue be" 
abtav tOv épywv, Thy yvvatka Tov Tpomov Tod 
yipavros avy exdvdaoKkwy 6 pLoomdvnpos €A€épas. 


18. "EyypadvAes, of dé eyxpactydAous Kadodow 
atrds, mpooaknKod ye piv Kat tplrov dvoua 
abta@v, eiot yap ot Kat AvKoordpovs atras 
dvopalovow. éore Sé pupa ixOvd.a, Kat roddyova 
dvoe, AevKdtata idetv. eobiovet ye pny padiora 
ot dyeAaion Trav ixBiwv attra. Setcavra ovdv ® 
ovvbei mpos? GAAnAa, Kal éxduevov Tod mA notov 
1 Schn: 76 évrebbev ent tovrois. 
2 Kab 70. 
3 amodéhexrat. 
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her no more. And they do not couple without 
reserve or in the sight of others but withdraw and 
screen themselves in thick trees or in some close- 
growing forest or in some deep hollow, which affords 
them ample means of hiding. 

Now I said above that they were just, and I have 
already spoken of their valour. Their continence 
has been displayed in the present instance. Further, 
anyone who has leisure to learn of their detestation 
of evil should lend an ear and listen to this. The 
trainer of a tame Elephant had a somewhat elderly 
but rich wife. Now he was in love with another 
woman, and desiring that his wife’s property should 
become hers, he strangled his wife and buried her, 
rash man that he was, close by the Elephant’s 
manger, and married the other woman. So then 
the Elephant seizing hold of the new arrival with its reveals 
trunk led her up to the dead body, dug it up, and ™™°* 
laid it bare with its tusks, showing by its mere action 
what it could not express in words, and enlighten- 
ing the woman _as.to the conduct of him who had. 
wedded her; such was the Elephant’s hatred of 
evil. 


18. Anchovies (engrauleis, which some call en- The 
crasicho, and I have even heard a third name “°° 
applied to them, for some call them ‘ wolf-mouths ’) 
are a tiny fish, prolific by nature, and pure white in 
appearance. They are principally -eaten by fish 
which swim in shoals, and so when scared they rush 
to one another, and as each clings to its neighbour, 





é 5 ~ 
4 yiveoBat. 5 vexpod. 


6 Schn: pyr. 7 els. 
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éxactov TH apiy€e. TO padiws émPovdcdecbat 
duamrédevye. tTooatTn Sé dpa atTdvy 1 Eevwots 
yiveTat ovvdpapdovTav, ws Kat TopOpidas émifeou- 
cas pn dtacyilew atrd: Kal pévro. Kal KwITNHY 7 
Kovrov et Tis avTa@v Setvar OeAjoece, Ta Se od 
diagaiverat, GAA éxeTrat aAAjAwY ws ovvuda- 
opeva. Kabeis d€ THY yEelpu ws EK OWPOD TUPaYV 
H Kuduwv AdBouws + av Bratws amoomdoas, ws Kat 
dtacTaoba. modkAdKis, Kal TA prev HuiTopa TaY 
ixyOvdiwv AapBdveobat, 7a dé brodcirecBas.? Kat 
yap ° ro prev ovpatov Kallé€es, péver dé adv * rots 
dAdois 4 Kedadj: 4 Kedadnv Koptets otKade,® 
pever S€ ev tH Oaddrrn Td Aowrdv. Kadrciray Se 
atT@v % muKvi Tre Kat ovveyns viéis Bodos, Kat 
mevrynKovTa, aAiddas moAAdKis emAnpwoev eis 
Boros, ws pact ot POararroupyot.® 


19. ‘H ds ywpites rob ovBdrov tiv dwviyv, 
Kat vmakover Kadobvros, Kav 7 aAavnbeica: 
_mAnoiov S€ rovTov TO papTiptov. TH y TH 
Tuppyvids Kkaxotpyot vatv Ajoretpay mpocéoyov, 
Kat mpoeAOdvres ? addi meputvyydvovat, Kal Hv 
cuBwrav TO avAtov, Kat «tye oddas bs. Tatras 
obv ovdAaBovres es iv vatv évéBadov, Kal 
amoAvoavTes Ta TeiopaTra etyovro Tob mAob. ot 
Tolvuy ovp@tat TtapdvTwy pev TOv AnoTav novya- 
Cov, emet d€.ervyov THs ys amooadAcvoarTes, 
Gcooov Te yéywve Ponoas, evTatla To Tas obs 


1 DdBou. * daodctmeabat. 
3 4 \ > ~ rt AG} 4 3 
Kat yap ev ri wAjGer. ev, 


5 otxade adv Tois dAAots. 
8 dyow 6 Gadarroupyds. 
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by their close cohesion they avoid falling an easy 
prey to plots upon their life. And so united is their 
mass when they have rushed together that even 
ships which run into them do not cleave it. More- 
over should someone wish to drive an oar or a pole 
through them, they are not torn apart, but cling to 
each other as though woven together. But if you put 
your hand down and pull hard as if you were drawing 
grains of wheat or beans from a heap, you may catch 
some, with the result that they are often torn to 
pieces and that fragments of fish are caught, while 
the rest is left behind. For though you may get 
possession of the tail, yet the head remains with the 
other fish; or you may take home a head, but the 
rest of the fish remains in the sea. Their swimming 
in a dense, compact mass is called a ‘ draught,’ and 
a single draught often fills fifty fishing-boats, as 


toilers of the sea inform us. 


19. The Sow recognises the voice of the swine- Pigs and 
herd, and attends. to his call even though it has pEnates 


wandered away. Evidence for this statement is to 
hand. Some miscreants beached their pirate vessel 
on the shore of Etruria, and proceeding inland came 
upon a fold belonging to some swineherds and con- 
taining a large number of Sows. These they seized, 
put them on board, loosed their cables, and continued 
on their voyage. Now so long as the pirates were on 
the spot the swineherds kept quiet, but when they 
were off shore in the roadstead ‘ and as far as a 
ery might carry,’% then the swineherds with their 


@ Hom. Od. 5. 400. 





7 Jac: mpoocdAOdvres MSS, perh. wpoooxdvres H. 
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tH ouvnber Bo dmiow! mapa odGs daexddovy ot 
ovBatar. at dé ws AKovoav, emt Oarepa Tod 
mAroiov éavTas cuvwoaca: avérpebav avTd. Kat 
of ev KaKoUpyo. Tapaxphua duepldpycay, at de 


Be ~ f 3 4 
és mapa Tovs €avta@v deordras arevy€avto. 


20. ZnAdtumov Sé elvas Kat Tov medapyov 
daow. ev yotv Kpavvdu ris Werradias °“AAKt- 
vonv Ovoya yvvaika wpaiav Oo yhwas amroAuTwy 
oixo. és twa é€otetAaro arodnpiav. % Toivuy 
"AAkiwvdn =wpires trav OeparovTwy Tiwi. TobTo 
auvioav 6 meAapyos oO. otKérns ody drrépeuver, 
adAa éTyswmpynoe TQ SeomdTy. mpoomyndadv yodv 
emjpwoe HS avpwrov Thy ow. avwréepw ? 
pev euvnoOnv mopdupiwvos CnAotumias efra Kuvos 
TotovTov, viv ye pray meAapyotd Ta toa exeivois > 
€s vooobyrTa yamov. 


« 1 > ¢ , ~ ¢ \ 
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accustomed cry called the Swine back to them. 
And when the Swine heard it they pressed together 
to one side of the vessel and capsized it. And the 
miscreants were drowned forthwith, but the Swine 
swam away to their masters. 


20. They say that the Stork also is subject to A Stork 


jealousy.* At any rate at Crannon in Thessaly a? 
man who had married a beautiful wife of the name 
of Alcinoe left her at home and went away on his 
travels. So Alcinoe had intercourse with one of the 
servants. The Stork that was about the house got 
to know of this and would not tolerate it, but avenged 
its master. At any rate it sprang upon the woman 
and blinded her eyes. | 

I have earlier on spoken of jealousy on the part of 
a Purple Coot, then of a Dog in like case, and now 
of a Stork equally affected over a marriage that went 
wrong. 


@ See InpeEx II, s.v. ‘ Jealousy.’ 


a ee ‘ oF aa ; 21. Sheep change their colour as their drink varies biGceidtoay 
21. MeraBadder d€ Tras ypoas 7a mpoPata éEx with the character of the rivers. The season of the colow 
~ A i “~ > ~ ‘ 4 “~ rand . ° « ° a 
THs Tepi.TO TOpa adAayhs Kara THY TOV TOTALOV year in which this occurs is the season of mating. ° Sheep | 
iSidrnra: 4 8€ dpa rod érous, Kal’ Hv daravra So from being white they become black, and the 
TovTo avTots, Oo. THs pi€ews Katpds eoTW. yiverat contrary change of colour occurs. This commonly 
> 1 3 ie / \ » , takes place near the river of Antandria® and the 
ovv Kat ex AcuK@v péAava, Kat eumadw Tperes 
4 : ret Be . eod : river in Thrace whose name the neighbouring 
OE NEO RS gu See ee ee Dee Rs Thracians will tell you. And since the Scamander 
tov ev “Avravopia morayov* Kat tov ev Opaxn, in the Troad turns the sheep that drink of it yellow, 


év Tpoia Lxdpavdpos eel Eavlds arodaiver 


1 6miow Kal. 2 Jac: avwrdara. 

3 Perh. some word like Qupwlevros (H 1858) has been lost after 
exetvots. 
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> Antandrus, town at the head of the gulf of Adramyttium 
in Mysia; the river was the Satniois. : 


4 7m... moTauw Cron, comp. Arist. HA 519 a 16. 
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TLvOUGAS TOS ois, mpos TO Lcapdvdpe Te e€ 
dpxas dAAo OVO} % TOV mpoBaTwy €miKTHTOS 
ypoa lero att@ To Bavlov. 


22. Xdpuros dé amopyvnobfAva. Ta CHa Kal Kara 


totro ayala. & Tépavre yiverau yur" ra TE 
aaa omovdT}s aia, Kal obv Kal owppav Tmpos TOV 
dvépa* “HpakdAnis ¢ ovop.o. avry. qepeime ev Ovv 
C&vro, TOV yeyapnKora, ed pada KndewovikOs 
érrel dé TOV Piov ovTos KatéoTperpe, Tas dorucas 
a TpoetpnyerT) yuvn poet StarpiBdas Kat THY 
oixiay, ev D, TOV Gvipa vexpov €ledoaro, Kal Ws 
<ixe Avmns és tovs Tddous perouKilerat, Kat Tots 
jptous Tob 7ToTE dvd pos TAQUOVONS TOApe Ewe, 
TLOTHV eauryy 1 +@ Kata yijs ovTt drropaivovcs.. 
Kat Tore ay dpa Depeuos, Kat medapy@v ere 
veoTT@v mporerpav Tis éavT@v TTTEWS Acy,Bo.- 
vovTwy eis 6 padora veapos GKpATHS WV ETL TOV 
Tapoay kaToote, Kat totvy oKeAoty ovvrpiBer TO 
eTEpov. q) TOLvUY “Hpaichnis: feacapern TO ard 
Kal TOU 7080s TO Ta0os kaTapaioioa olKTetpel 
TOV VEOTTOD, Kat dvaAaBotoa avy ToAAR TH pevdot 
Katee THY TAnyHY, Kal Pepamrevet KATOLOVT Act 
Kat emmAdopact, Kat Tpopny mpooedhepe Kab 
qWOTOV apeye, Xpov b€ TH ElKOTL pwobevra Kab 
pocavra, TA WKUTITEPO, eAevHepov clvat pebicev. 
6 dé «idws evvoig TL puch Kab Doupaory 
ogetAwy Codiypio. BETO amuav. etra evcavToo 
dteASovros 7 pev ETVYEV 7190S _drohdprrovTos €v 
HAriw Oepopevn, 6 d€ meAapyos 6 laBeis ta’ adris 
idcy THY evepyerev bdAKe THs TOV mrep@v opps, 
Kat éavrov yOapadwrépa TH mTHOEL KaTaywv 
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the colour which the flocks acquire has caused 
the name Xanthus (yellow) to be added to its original 
name of ‘ Scamander.’ 


22. In this respect also animals are good, viz at Woman of 


remembering to be grateful. There was a woman 
in Tarentum, admirable in other ways and particu- 
larly as a faithful wife. Her name was Heracleis. 
So long as her husband lived she cared for him with 
the utmost devotion. But when he died the woman 
took a dislike to life in the city and to the home in 
which she had seen her husband dead, and such was 
her grief that she went to dwell among the tombs 
and was content to remain by her late husband’s 
sepulchre, constant to him who was beneath the soil. 
And once in summer when some storks, still fledg- 
lings, were essaying their first flight, one of them, the 
youngest, not having sufficient strength of wing, fell 
and broke one of its legs. So Heracleis seeing its fall 
and finding how its leg was injured, took pity on the 
nestling and picking it up very gently wrapped up 
the wound, and tended it with fomentations and 
plasters, brought it food, gave it drink, and, when in 
due course it was strong and had grown its quill- 
feathers, set it free. And the stork, knowing by 
some strange instinct that it owed her the price of 
its life, departed. Later when a year had passed 
and spring was just beginning to brighten, the 
woman chanced to be warming herself in the sun, 
and the Stork which had been healed by her, seeing 
its benefactress, checked the speed of its wings and 
sinking nearer to earth came close, opened its bill, 


1 4 V é 
EauTiyy Kat cwdpova. 
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AELIAN 


é i ‘ . 4 3 ~ , > 4 . 
TAnctov yiverat, Kal yavav avewet AiMov és Tov 
~ ¢ i / . > . > % 
ths “HpakdAnidos KdAmov, Kat avareracbels emi 
Tov Téyous €auTov exdficev. 7% Sé Ta mPa ws 
> “~ 
etxos €Oavpacd re Kat extapaybeioa Ardpe,’ rh 
Uy 4 -™ 
cin TO mpaxlev ovpBadrety otk exovoas tiv & 
= / 
otv AiBov evdov wov1 Karéfero, cira vixtwp 
nw ww ? 3. ~ 
dwrvicbetoa Opa adyhy twa Kat aiyAnv aduetoay, 
Kat KateAdpreto 6 oikos ws eoxoptobeions Sadds° 
Tocotrov apa ek THs Bwdov 7d oédas avieu re 
4‘ 2 Ff 2 ~ \ \ i \ ‘ 
Kat eTixTeTo.” avdAdafotoa 5é€ Tov medapyov Kat 
> 4 ~ ~ 
erapwpéevn Katevonoe THY ék Tihs mAnyiis odAjy, 
Kal €yvwopioe TodTov éxeivov eivar tov ba’ adris 
oikTouv Te Kal Yepameias TeTUYNKOTA. 


23. “Aoraxov ef AdBows Kal woppwratw Kopi- 
celas, onueiov Katadimwv evbev adrov reOypaxas, 
eupyoets Tov adrov evTatba, ev Kal ouvetAnrran. 
Aéyw dé, €¢ mapa tiv OddAaTrTav Kopioas era 
kataeio avrov tov rAnoiov, Ws éprricat Suvy Ova 
es THY OdAaTrav. | : 


24. “Aypeds 76 Gvopa, tiv dvaw mrnvds, Td 
yévos Kocovpwv gpatwp,? peas THY yxpédar, 
Bovotkes THY yAdTrav. KéKAnTar Sé aypeds, Kat 
ducaiws’ TH ydp ror perder Trav dAAwY spvéwy 
aipel Ta Amada mpooneToueva TH Tis edpovoias 
Der€er. €ida@s obv Td cupdves abr@ mAcovérTnua, 
coke ypijaba: TH mapa ths dicews Sapw és 
noovny dua Kat tpodyv: axovwv pev yap éavtTod 
1 sot. 
* érixrero, Kal Hv péya Tipsos. 
3 dodrwp Kat avyyerijs. 
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_and disgorged a stone into the lap of Heracleis, and 


then flew off and settled on the roof. At first, 
naturally enough, she was amazed and startled out 
of her wits, and was at a loss to conjecture what this 
action could mean. And so she put the stone away 
somewhere indoors; later being woken in the night 
she saw that it diffused a brightness and a gleam, 
and the house was lit up as though a torch had been 
brought in, so strong a radiance came from, and was 
engendered by, the lump of stone. And when she 


had taken hold of the Stork and handled it she 


recognised the scar left by the wound, and knew that 
it was the very bird which had been the object of her 
pity and her ministrations. 


23. If you catch a Smooth Lobster and remove it the Smooth 
Lobster 


to a great distance, leaving a mark at the place where 
you caught it, you will find the self-same Lobster at 
the spot where it was captured: J mean, if you take 
it along the seashore and put it down somewhere 
near enough for it to be able to crawl into the. 
sea. 


_ 24. ‘ Hunter’ is its name; Nature has given it rhe Indian 
its Mynah 


wings; it is allied to the tribe of thrushes; 
colour is black; it has a musical voice. And it is 
called ‘the Hunter,’ and rightly so; for with its 
song it captivates the small birds that fly to it be- 
neath the spell of its sweet music. Knowing there- 
fore the natural advantage that it possesses, it 
appears to employ this gift of Nature to please itself 
and also to feed itself, for it delights to listen to its 


@ The Mynah of India. 
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own voice, and pursues the birds that approach it 
and takes its fill of them. Anyone who hunts this 
bird and confines it in a cage, gets nothing for his 
pains, for he possesses a bird that refuses to sing, 
seeming by its silence to punish its captor for en- 
slaving it. 


edhpaiverat, Onpadv Sé ra mpootdvra eumimdaran. 
Tovrov et tis mote €lypace Kal év oixioxy 
Kabeipfev, oddev adt@ mAgov 7d THs onovdss: 
exes yap adwrov opviv, wotep obv TOV Onpdoarra 
dep Tis SovAcias auvvdmevov TH ow}. 


" by 
ante eaeennrnni ea HIRST ONEES lua eto ppuradmevbeitiephnmmadsani tinue arian sacsecacnce 


> 7 Ss a e f ? 
25. “Avwrépw etzrov hv ot TpoyiAos kataribevrat 


; ‘ ; ’ ; 2 12 - 25. I have spoken above ¢ of the benefit which the The 
€s Tous KpoKodiAous evepyeciav, Homep) ey ois 


Egyptian Plovers confer upon Crocodiles, and p22" 


ARTEL LAEETIDSAMA DAA ite et ok mm eicae nen te eee eae 


3 / ? \ € f / 4 
Atyurtiow péuvntat Kat ‘Hpddoros Adyois: 6 
de odK elrrov eidws, <TobTo>? eiphoeTtat viv, iva 

s 4 / ¢ 4 7 v 3 4 ~ 
Kat addos pabn. 6 pev tpoxidos opis éoTi Tov 
éreiwy eis, Kai mapa tas dyfas tOv roTapav 
aAdGrat Kat 6 Te av tUyn TapexAéywv BooKerat, 

/ \ ? 4 \ ¢ f ce yy \ 
Tpéepe. S€ atrov Kat 6 KpoKddtAos ois elroy. Kal 
> “A 3 o~ 
Exetvos atTov apeiPetat Kalevdovros mpounbds 

. “~ “~ 
Exwy Kat drepaypuTvaev avrot: Kemméevy pwev yap 
Kal ovnvarrovTe® étBovdrcder 6 iyveduwv, Kal 
? \ o~ i 4 > 4 3 4 > ? 
eugos TH Sépyn moAAdKis aménviéev adrov' GAA 
0 ye rpoxidos fod, Kat mater Kara THs pwos 
t 
avTOV, Kal avioTyot Kat mpos TOV €xOpov brobHyeL. 
> \ > “~ : 
Et ev ody xp) Tov Opviy érawweiv otTws éxorvra 
dpovriotixnds Cyov mapPdpov Kat ddynddyou, 
etooucla:* 76 8° ody idtov TOvde Ta&v Cduwv etzov. 


26. “H rpuyav (od dye viv tiv dradpiov, adda 
Thv ev TH Oaddtrn) ote BovAeTat, viyerat, Kal ad 
mdéAw apleica mérerar. eyes 5é Kévtpov, ob} Kat 
avutépw pvipnv émomodapnv, Savarnddpov. To 

1 edepyeotay ri ex r&v PdedAG@v worep. 

2 <rotro> add. H, 


8 Jac: trepumvebtrovtt. 


* Perh. (adAdore> cicduecba, or € H, <adAayod> Grasberger. 
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Herodotus mentions it in his Account of Egypt 


_ [2.68]. But what I did not mention, though I knew 


it, [ will mention now, in order that others also may 
learn the facts. 

The Egyptian Plover is one of the marsh-fowls, 
and ranges along the banks of rivers, feeding upon 
whatever it chances to pick up here and there, while 
the Crocodile provides it with the food that I spoke 
of. And the bird repays it by taking care of it and 
keeping watch on its behalf while it sleeps. For as 
it lies asleep the Ichneumon has designs upon it, and 
fastening on its throat has often throttled it. But 
the Egyptian Plover utters its cry, beats the Croco- 
dile on the nose, rouses it, and eggs it on against its 
enemy. Now whether we should applaud the bird 
for its solicitude on behalf of an omnivorous and 
gluttonous animal, we shall know later. It is the 
special characteristics of these creatures that I have 
mentioned. 


26. The Trygon (J-am not speaking of the one that 
lives in the air [z.e. the Turtle-dove] but of the one in 
the sea [z.e. the Sting-ray]) swims when it wants to, 
or again raises itself and flies. Its sting, of which I 


@ See 3. 11. 
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pev obv Kevretvy Kal C@a dAoya Kal avOpwrovs Kat 
Tapaxyphiua amoA\vvat, ovmw trapddoédv €orww: 
6 d€ afvov exrremARyGa1, robTo cipjoeras. dévdpw 
T® peyiotm Kat mavu edOaArct Kal evepve? Kal 
Riav tebynAdt. THY yAdny et mpocaydyois TO 


f \ ? \ 
KévTpov Kat vdéetas + ro dévdpov, o} pera pakpov - 


> é \ / \ > i 

exPdAde Ta PUAAa’ Kal exetvwy KaTappedvTwY és 
4 *~ 4 “~ 7 f ‘ 

THY YyiV TO may mpéuvov avaiveTat Kal EoLKEV 


nALvoBAHTY .” 


27. Tixreras €héhas Kata tiv Kedadjy éxmy- 
dav, TO d€ péyefds ott TOO TiKTOMévov KaTG. 
déApaka THY peyiornv. pia dé pentpi adciw 
éAehavrickia emetar, daciv. et dé BovAowo trav 
Bpeday veoydvey dvtwy mpoodpacbar, at unrépes 
ovdev ayavakTodow adda édowr ovrrdow yap ort 
pyre emt Adpyn Tis erupaver® adrdv pyre emt 
KoAdce, adAad didrodpovovpevor mdavrTes Kat KoAa- 
KevovTes. eet Tis av TO THAKODTOV BAdeLev ; 
6rav dé Onpdpevor euréowow és tiv Tadpor, 
Kat wo&ow dtt Aowrov dduxta adbrois éoti, Tob 
poev Téws Ovpod rod odv TH €dAevbepia . rAHOnv 
AapBdvovor, Kat opeydvrwy otria €éToiuws mpo- 
otevTal, Kal Uvdwp smpoTewdovTwy ivover, Kal 
olvov éyyedvTwy €s tas mpoBookidas of 5é Tip 
giAoTyoiay ovK avaivovTat. 


28. Tov tyOdv tov €Adoma iepov iyOdv bad Tod 
TounTod KAnOHvat vopiCovor. Adyes dé Tis Adyos 4 


: vigeus MSS, vigats Schn. 
2 HAoBAjire tr’ adypod Biatov Enpd ypeyernpéevy. 
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have spoken above, is deadly. Yet that it should 
' sting brute beasts and men and kill them on the spot 


is no matter for wonder. But what is startling is 


this which I am about to mention. If you apply the 


sting to the largest tree when in a thriving state, 


flourishing, and in full foliage, and stab the tree, in a 


short while it sheds its leaves, and as they float down 
to earth the entire stem withers and seems as though 
scorched by the sun. 


27. An Elephant emerges head first at birth, and Le young 


the size of it when born is that of the largest sucking- 
pig. Several small Elephants follow a single mother, 
so they say. Andif you want to touch the little ones 
when new-born, the mothers do not resent it but 
permit it. For they know that no one will lay hands 


on them to do them harm or punish them, but that 


everyone has kindly intentions and would pet them. — 
For who would hurt such a little creature? But 
when they are hunted and fall into the pit and see 
that there is no escape for them, they forget the. 
spirit that possessed them when they were free and 
readily go for any food that is held out to them and 
drink the water that is offered, and if wine is poured 
into their trunks they do not refuse that loving-cup. 


28. Our great poet is supposed to call the Stur- 
geon (?) a ‘sacred fish’? [J/. 16. 407]. According to 


one account it is rare, but is caught in the sea off. 


@ See 1. 56; 2. 36, 50. 
» See Leaf’s note ad loc. The word éAAoys does not occur 
in our texts of Homer. 





S$ Perh, -patoa H. 4 Ndyos Tis. 
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omaviov pev atrov eivas, ev dé TO Kata LaydvdAtav 
meddyes Onpdcbar, yAioypws Sé€ Kat exci. édv 
dé add, oreddvors pev attot odds adtrovs tiép 
THs evepuias ayAatlovot, oTtehavotot 5é Kal Tas 
aAdoas, Karalpovat Te KpdTw Kal avdAois To 
Ojpapa japTupopevos. ob dé ov ToOTov aAAd. TOV 
avbiav vopilovow iepov. TO d€ airtov, ev0a dv 
dde davy oijs Gararrys, avayKn Sirov TOV x@pov 
aOnpov elvas omovods Te 1 ixFdor mpos * may 
dcov BopoOnpixdv, Kat adrot dé ot tyOves Oap- 
potyres amotixrovot. dvoews dé amdppyta €A€éy- 
yew ovK e€pov, Kal ELKOTWS, EEL KaL aAEKTPUOVA. 
dédouxe Adwy Kai tov avrov Baoctdioxos Kai 

/ \ #« 3\ 7 3 ‘ 4 Ce A Ld 4 
pévrot Kat By eAéhas’? Tas O€ aiTias ooot aYoAnv 
dyovot moAAnv Cnrodvres Too pév ypdvov KaTa- 
dpovycovow, od pny és téAos adifovrat tis 


omo0vons. 
1 Schn: 8é. 2 Reiske: eis. 


3 § ddédas. 
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Pamphylia, though even there hardly at all. But if 
it is caught, the fishermen deck themselves with 
garlands to celebrate their good luck; they garland 
the fishing-boats as well, and put into port, as with 
cymbals and flutes they summon people to bear 
witness to their catch. 


Others however consider that the Anthias, and The Anthias 


not this fish, is sacred. And the reason is that in 
whatever part of the sea it appears, that spot is 
presumably bound to be free from savage creatures 
and there is peace between fish and everything that 
seeks its prey in the waters, while the fish themselves 
bring forth their young without fear. 

But it is no business of mine to explore the 
mysteries of Nature, and rightly so, since the lion 
goes in fear of the cock, and so does the basilisk, 
moreover the elephant dreads a pig. But those who 
have much leisure to spend in seeking the reasons - 
for these things will take no account of time, and for 
all that, will never come to the end of their researches. 
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® 


1. “O Adwr 7381 mponKay THY WAuctay Kab Y7P% Pa- 
pos Yeyernpevos Onpav pev KLOTOS coTW, LOWEVWS 

€ avamaveTat ev Tals dbmdvrpots 7 Aoxpadect 
KaTadpopals, Kat TOV Onpicv oddé Tois acUeveoTa- 
Tous emappet, TOV TE adrob Ypovov dpopedpevos 
Kat TO TOO owpLaros evvodiy aobevés. ot Se ef 
avbrob VEYENLEVOL Dappotvres TH THs Tpucias 
anu Kal TH pwoun TH ouppuel mpolaor pev ert 
pay, emdyovrat dé Kal TOV 707) yepovta, whouvres 
abrov> elra emt péons THs 6000 hs eAOciv Set 
KaTaAimovTes, ExovTat THS aypas adroi, Kat 
TUXOVTES TOCOUTWY boa amoYpHoe Kal avrots Kal 
TH yeyevvyKoTt! adds, Bpvynoduevoe yevvatdv 
Te Kat OudTopov Kadotow? ws Sarruudva éoTId- 
TOPES emt Goivny of veor TOV YEeynpaxora,, TOV 70. 
Tépo, ot maides. 6 6€ Hovyn Kat Badyy Kai olov 
epTrwy EPYETAL, Kal meptBahay TOUS matdas, Kal 
TH yAwTTn puKpa brmoojvas, Womrep obv émawdayv 
THs evOnpias, éxerat Tod Seimvov, Kal odv Tots 
vieow éoTiGTat. Kai UddAwv pev Tots A€ovow od 
KeAever Tabra,® Siddore: dé u) gvots, 7 VOY 
avopamucdy oddev perder yiverar dé arpenros 
avTN VO"oS. 

1 Schn: yeyernxote. 


* xadodow Tov marépa. 
3 ratra vopoberay rpéhew Tos marépas émavaryKes. 
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BOOK Ix 


1. When the Lion is advanced in years and heavy 
with age he is quite incapable of hunting and is glad 
to take his ease in caves or lairs in the jungle; nor 
has he the spirit to attack even the weakest of 
animals, for he mistrusts his age and is conscious of 
his bodily infirmity. Whereas his offspring con- 
fident in the vigour of their youth and their natural 
strength go out to hunt and bring the old one with 
them by pushing him along. Then, when they have 
come half the necessary distance, they leave him 
behind and give themselves to the chase. And 
when they have obtained enough for themselves and 
for their sire, with a magnificent and thrilling roar, 
even as banqueters summon a guest, so do these 
young children summon their aged father to the 
feast. And he comes softly, step by step, and almost 
crawling, and embraces his children, fawning upon 
them a little with his tongue as though he applauded 
their success, and attacks the meal and feasts with 
his sons. This is no order of Solon’s to the Lions: 
it is Nature that teaches them—Nature that ‘ recks 
nought of laws’ [Kur. fr. 920 N] made by man. 
But she is a law that does not change. 
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AELIAN : 


2. ‘Tov deTov TOV TOV dpvideov Baothea ov jLOvov 
meplovTa 1 Kat COvra, dedouce Ta Opved Kal KaTa- 
TTHOTEL pavevros, GANG Kat Th mTEpa éxeivou Edy 
Tis Tots Tov ddAAwv ovvavayien, Ta. pev Tob derob 
Levee oAdKAnpa Kat dverBovAcvra, Ta S€ ETEpa 
KATAO}NTETAL THY TPOS EKElva KOWWViaY Ov PéporTa. 


3. Or pves elol ev Kal ddAws ToAbyovov Cov, 
Kau abpéa TH wdive moa, Tixrovow: et dé Tos 
Kat GAds yevodpevor TUXOLEV, évradtla Sirrov Kat 
TELTONAG, GTOKULOKOUGL Kat mciw THS ovvnbetas 
OMG). ot 6€ KpoKodidAot, 6 orav TEKWOL, TO ynovov 
Kal TO voov TévdE TOV Tpomov 2déyxovow. €av Te 
Troapaxph.o. exyAugeis dpTacn, Teret To Aourov € és 
TO yevos, Kal tAEtrat ois VELVOLEVOLS, Kal 
TemLOTEVTOML Kpoxodihwy cis elvaw kad 7peOunrar 
eav O€ edwdon Kab Praxevon Kab pa AaBy molev 7 7 
putav H o€pdov a eVTEpov yijs 7 catpov Tav 
veapav, Su€oTracev 6 O Tarp adrov ws GOS ULV TE 
Kat KiBdndAov Kal mpooyjKovTad ot obdE ev. Kal 
SoKxodow, ws oide ot Offpes, Kal ot aerot Bacavilor- 
Tes Kal éxelvor Ta yrnow TH axrive Tod AAtov 
Kpioe, directv Ta Exyova Kat ov maGer. 


4, “Axotw 5é tods dddvTas Tis aamidos, ovs av 
iofdpous tis elmor KaA@v op§ads, exew olovet 
xiuT@vas mepikeysevovs dyav AewTovs Kat Byeot 
TapamAnatous, og av TEPLapLTrEXOVTAL. érav obv 
eupuon TWh TO oToua % aonis, SvacreAAcobau 2 
pev hact Ta tyevia, exxetofas Sé Tov idv, Kat 


1 qapovra MSS, H would read ¢. nat Eri mepidvra, cp. 11. 39. 
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2. Not only when he is alive and active do birds ‘rhe Bagie’s 
dread the Eagle, the king of birds, and cower down ®*bers 
when he appears, but if one mixes his feathers with 

those of other birds, the Eagle’s remain entire and 
untainted, while the others, unable to endure the 


association, rot away. 


3. Mice, besides being prolific creatures, bring ‘The Mouse 
forth many offspring at a single birth; and if by 
some means they happen to eat salt, then they bring 
forth a great number and far more than is customary. The Croco- 
And when Crocodiles give birth they test the legiti- die and its 
mate and the bastard offspring in this manner. ip" 
on being hatched a young Crocodile immediately 
seizes something, it is henceforward reckoned among 
the family and is loved by its parents, is believed to 
be, and is counted as, one of the Crocodiles. If 
however it remains inactive and is lazy and fails to 
seize some fly or gnat or earthworm or young lizard, 
the sire tears it to pieces as a poor creature, spurious, 
and no kin of his. And as these creatures act, even 
so do Eagles appear to test their legitimate offspring 
by the rays of the sun @ and to love them as the result 
of judgment and not of any feeling. 


4, I have heard that the Asp’ s fangs, which one ‘The Asp, 
would be correct in styling ‘ poison-carriers,’ have ' pee 
an exceedingly thin coating, so to say, round them, 
like membrane, covering them all over. So when 
the Asp fastens its mouth on a man, they say that 
these membranes part and the poison is ejected, 


@ See 2. 26.: 





2 orpéepecbat. 
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add ovvtpéyew exetva, Kai évotcbat. rod ye why 
oKoptriov TO KévTpov exew Tia KoATwdn deTrAdny 
Uno THs ayav Aentornros od wavu te} adbvorrov. 
Kal elvas pev TO ddppaKkov Kat TtixrecOar rA€yovow 
évrad0a, aua dé TH Kpovoe mpoiévat Sia Tob 
Kévrpov Kat éxpeiv. omy bé elvas dv As e€ecow 
ovde TatTny der OewpnTrHv. avlparrov bé aidAw 
Katantuovtos aupAdvecbas TO KévTpov Kai pada- 
Kiew Kal és thy TAnyny advvaTtov yivecbat. 


HH KUWY €b Kal moa Tiere oxvaAakia, arAAG 
a TO mp@Tov THS payTpas * mpoeABov Kab Tis ° 
woivos mpeoPurarov ov KaTNYyopEl TOV Tar épo.. 

f 
Exeivy) ‘yoov opotoraTov TikreTat TavTWS, TA Oe 
4 ¢ av / ” \ “~ 3 “ ¢ 
dAda ws av royn. Eotxe dé dtAocodely ev THdE 7) 
dvots, mpoTyL@oa To drodexopevov TO o7retpov. 


6. Tév oTpaKovarToy Te Kal oT parodeppoy 
Kal TOTO tOLov. KeVvOTEPE Tws TadTA Kal KOUpO- 
TEpa drrodnyovons Ths oeAnvns prret yiveoOat. Kal 
Tov pev GoTpaKovesTiy edéyxovow 6 6 rA€yw Trophipat 
Kat KTPUKES Kal opovdvAce Kal Ta TOUTOLS opopun: 
TOV dé eTepwv mayoupot TEe Kal Kdpapot Kal 
GQOTAKOL KAL Kapkivor Kal €b To TOUT ovyyeves. 
A€yerat d€ Kal Tov brolvyiwy Ta. TURTOPEVG Anyou- 
ons TAS ceAnvns aduvaTarepa TOV dAAwy elvat 
Kat aolevéorepa, Kat pévTot Kat ovpPovdAevovow 


a mavrn. 2 Reiske: unrpdos Mss, H, 
3 Kal exelvys Tis. 


@ See Thompson, Gk. fishes, s.v. awdvdvAos, O. Keller, Ant. 
Tierwelt 2, 561. 
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and then again they close and unite. Again, the 


sting of the Scorpion has a kind of hollow core, so very The 


fine as to be hardly visible. That is where they say | 
the poison resides and is engendered, and directly the 
Scorpion strikes, the poison shoots forward along the 
sting and flows out. And this opening also, through 
which it passes, is so fine as to be invisible to the eye. 
But if a man spits upon it the sting is blunted and 
numbed and becomes incapable of wounding. 


5. Even if a Bitch produces a number of puppies, Puppies 


it is nevertheless the one that issues first from.the 
womb and the eldest of the litter that declares the 
sire. At any rate it bears the closest resemblance 
to him in every respect, while the rest are born as 
chance may dictate. In this matter Nature appears 
to pursue reason in setting the male which sows 
above the female which receives. 


6. Here is another characteristic of Testaceans The Moon, 


and Crustaceans. As the moon wanes they are in 


the habit of somehow becoming both emptier and and Animals 


lighter. Among Testaceans the purple shellfish, 
whelks, red thorny oysters,* and those of the same 
species prove my statement; among Crustaceans, 
edible crabs, crayfish,” lobsters, crabs in general,° 
and all their kin. It is also asserted that the young 
of beasts of burden born when the moon is on the 
wane are less capable and feebler than others, and 
what is more, those who have knowledge of these 


» At 11. 37 xdpaBor are included among Testacea. 
° Kapxivos is the generic term for crabs of all kinds, wéyoupos 
the common or edible crab. 
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AELIAN 


ob TOUTWY eTLOTIPOVES Ta €V TOUT T@ peepee. Tob 
pnvos YEVVGLEVa. py tTpépev- pn yap eivar 


2 , ‘ \ / 3 \ “~ 
omovdaia aura. Kad, TV voupmviay dé Ta CHa, 


ws muvdavouat, 7 pleyyerat Te TH ouvrpodey 
pwvh 7 winter: éwv bé d:pa pdvos, cs "Apiororé- 
ns dyoiv, oddérepov 1 adroiy dpa. 


ig “Arcony * ogvrarov TOV AdBpaxa “Apioro- 


réhns eivat gyoe Kal pevrou Kal THY Xpopay Kal 
thy oadmny Kal Tov KeoTpéa. muvOdvopat dé > Tov 


AaBpaxa cadds eiddvar ote dpa ev tH Kedady 
avrToo AGi8idv eoTt. Kal xetw@vos Todro puxpo- 
TATOV yiverat, Kal Auret avdTov loxupds. TAUTH 
ToL Kat Kar exeiyqy Thy wpav Tob égTous oAcaivew 
adTov, Kal emiwvoelv TH pi&e TH éx Tod Hifov 
bdpyuaxov tobro Kab paha, ye dyrimadov. Kal 
xpopev dé TO avTo movety Kat @aypov Kat oxiauvay 
TEMVOPLAL’ EXELY yap rou * OpLotov AiBov Kat Tatra. 

Ilapaowros b€ dpa Kat ev iyOdwv yéver Hoar. 
6 yoiv dleip ovTw Aeyopevos Taparpwye. THY Tob 


“~ i ¢ \ v4 + “~ , ¢ 4 
 deAdivos Onpaydrwv: 6 bé yOeTat adT@ Kat éxwv 


petadiowow. evlev Tor Kat mudTAaTOS €oTW, WoTEpP 
obv ék movotas Kou dpphagods EOTLATEWS 
epTriTAgLEvos. Kat o pev tod Mevdvdpov Ope 
peya ppovel, 6 OTL pwvav avpdmrous parvny avrTovs 
exeivous eiye’ KAetoodos 6é° Kal tov opFaduov 
TOV ETEPOV oo KateAapPave, Dirinmw yapilo- 


1 od0érepor. 
3 ‘ 3 X fs? 
axony ayabdy Kal 6. 
Te. 
4 ror. 
5 elyevs xat 6 Lrpovfias rovodros. KaAeiénpos 8é 6 Didtrmov. 
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ON ANIMALS, IX. 6-7 


matters recommend that animals born in this part 


of the month should not be reared on the ground that 
they are not of good quality. Whereas animals born 
at the new moon, as I learn, either utter their 
natural sound or drop. The Lion alone, as Aristotle 
says,* does neither. 


7 (i). Aristotle asserts [HA 534 a 9] that the Basse fr aoe 
is extremely quick of hearing, and so too are the otolith 


Chromis,° the Saupe, and the Mullet. I have ascer- 
tained also that the Basse knows full well that there 
is in fact a small stone °¢ in its head, and this in winter 
becomes intensely cold and causes it severe. pain. 
This is why at that season of the year it warms 
itself* and devises this highly effective remedy 

against the cold due to the stone. And the Chr omis, 
the Sea-bream, and the Maigre, I learn, do the same, 
for these fish also have a similar stone. 


(ii). It seems that among fishes also there exist cra 
parasites. At any rate the Sucking-fish, as it is «parasites" 


called, nibbles what the dolphin catches, and the 
dolphin is glad that he should, and willingly allows 
him a share. That is why the fish is exceedingly 
plump, like one gorged with a rich and abundant 
feast. And Theron in. Menander’s play [frr. 895, 
937 K] boasts that he has led men by the nose and 
used them as his manger. And Cleisophus S covered 
one of his eyes with a bandage out of compliment to 


° Not in any extant work; fr. 236 (Rose, p. 254). 

> Perhaps identical with cxiawa, Maigre; Thompson, Gk. 
hes, 8.V. oxiava. 

¢ The otolith. 

@ See 9. 57. 

¢ In the Greek sense of ‘ hangers-on.’ 

S See Ath. 6. 248 p, and Ael. frr. 107, 108. 
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AEKLIAN 


uevos ev TH THS MeBbadvyns modopKia. Tov Eerepov 
exkorevrt. diAia Sé euot Soxety Kat ovvrpodia 
t@ dbept mpos Tov SeAdiva €or Kohaxevdew pev 
yap ws Kat GA\a Kaka dvOpwros olde, Ta de 
dAoya odK older. 


8. *HAddavros 5¢€ dpa és Ta TéKva Kal Exeivo 
didtpov iaxupov. ot todtwy Onparat tadpous 
opvrrovow, és ads éuminres? ta C@a Tatra, Kae 
Ta, pev adAioxerat, Ta Sé avatpeirar. Kat Tis 6 
TpoTos THs Towdode Tadpedoews Kal TO Oxia 
Otroiov Kat ordaov 2 To Pabos ® Kat Ecodot TroTaTal, 
ddrayobev eiceobe: éxxaddiwy dé eywye Kal 
édéyEwv Thv oTopyny epyouat. 7 pyTnp Gea- 
cayevn TO éavtis Bpédos es piavy tav Tadpwv 
éumecov, ovte euédAAnoev ovre BAakevovoa dué- 
tpubev, GAAG ws elyev dpuys €xPdpws Kal TepiTa- 
Gas émdpapotea, Kara Tod matdos avTHv ewoev 
és Kedadynv, Kat dudw Kara tadrov ro Tédos 
clyérnv' oO pev yap ek Tod pnTpwmov Bdpous 
mueabeis * cuverpiBy, 4% Se <KaTa> Kedadny 
déaca. . . © yedotot Tolvuy cio ot diarropodyres 
el dvatKy) TpOs TA EKYOVA OTOPyH) EOTLY. 

9. Ai dé ddkas rixrovor pev emi THS yAs, Kata § 
puikpa dé bmdyovow éavTdv 7a oKvddkia €s TO 
vorepov, Kal amoyetovor Tis Oadarrns, «tra 
emavdyovow és Tov THS Wodivos TdOmov TOV E€ 
apyfAs, Kal ad madi Kardyovow és THY Oadarray, 


2 Schn: ozrotoyv. 


1 dusimrovot. 
4 Reiske: éexmeabeis. 


3 Gron: ma@os. 
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ON ANIMALS, IX. 7-9 


Philip who had lost an eye at the siege of Methone.* 


‘Sucking-fish and dolphin are in my opinion friends © 


and messmates, for whereas man understands 
flattery like other vices, brute beasts do not. 


8. Here again is an example of the Elephant’s 
strong affection for its young. Elephant-hunters 


dig trenches and these animals fall into them, and yours 


while some are captured, others are killed. You 
will learn from other sources how they dig these 
trenches, how they are shaped, how deep, and what 
the entrances to them are like. I however propose 
to reveal and demonstrate the Elephant’s affection. 
When the mother sees her young one has fallen into 
one of the trenches, she does not hesitate, does not 
waste time, but rushing up at full speed, all courage 
and passion, hurls herself upon the head of her child, 
and the pair meet one and the same end, for the 
young one is crushed by the mother’s weight; she 
falls on her head . . . So those who doubt whether 
Elephants have a natural affection for their offspring 
are absurd. 


9. Seals give birth on land, but by degrees lead The Seal 


their cubs down to the water and give them a taste 
of the sea. Then they lead them back to the 
original place of their birth, and again bring them 
down to the sea, and quickly lead them out, and by 


* On the NW coast of the Thermaic gulf; taken by 
Philip II after a prolonged siege, 352 B.c. 





. Kara Kepadry daca ...]@ main verb wanting, Gow, riv 
4 
kK. di€aca MSS, (xaTa> TH kK. a. H, 
6 Reiske: kal ard. 
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4 A 2¢ 7 A id 4 “~ 
Kat Tayéws e€ayovot' Kat OTav moAAdKis Tobro 
dpdowot, TeAcuTdoat vnkTikatata anédyvav aura 
e S / a \ 3 4 r ? / € é ~~ 
padiws O€ es Tov 6a, arriov Biov broAvobaver, THs 1 
dwacKaAias pev mpoayovons: ada, Brad omerms dé 
ths pvoews TOV paytppay Kal nOdv Kal ebay épav. 


10. "Aeros C@ov mAcoverrixdv, Kai dv aprayaér 
mowobvra. <tas>* rpoddas, Kat capxadyv éobiovor: 
Kal ‘yap Aayars apralovar Kal veBpov Kal _Xfiva e& 
adiis Kal GAAa. povos dé apo, €v adbrots OoTrEp 
obv Kab Avws KéKAnrat Kpe@v ody amtTeTat, aAAG 
amoxypn ot moa’ Kat IlvGayopov rot Xapiov 
dtaxovoas ovdE EV, Opws Eepbdywr améyeTar. 


11. Ee rod dadayyiov kat pdovov édabaito tis, 
ameKTewvev adTov pndoe ddvvnlevra daciv ® icyupds. 
aAAa Kat TO THS aomidos Ofyya mpadTatov elvas 
qreyEe Kicondtpa, ote tod LeBacrot mpocidvros 4 
avwduvov® Pdvatov €v Tots ovptrociow éBaoduice, 
Kat TOV ev Oia TOO Eidous evptoxey aAyewvdv, TOV 
TITpwoKOpLEVWY TOOTO OpodAoyotvTwY, TOV 5é Szd, 
Tov dappakwy Avmypdvy onacpov yap Twa. 
Eumoeiy Kal Kapowwrrew avayKdlew: Tov dé éx 
Tob onyparos Tis aomidos mpGov elvar Kal wa 
‘Opmpetus ° elm a,8Anx pov. €or O€ a 7 Kal 
povov dxpaevous airenTelve Kal mpooepuyovra Oé€, 
womep ovv 6 Kevtpivys ® Kal 4 dpvvn. 


12. dd pev por Ades ® avotipyov etvar CHov 
ahdmeka, Tadrnv 59 THY Ex THS ys Tpepopevnr- 
2 (rds) add. H. 


4 Schn : apotovros. 


1 Reiske: Kat ris. 
3 Ges: dyot 
> pov. 
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doing this many times they end by making them 


excellent swimmers. And they easily slide into life 


in the sea: their instruction affords an inducement, 


while Nature forces them to love the haunts and the 
habits of their mothers. 


10. The Eagle is a predatory bird: it feeds upon The Eagle 
what it can rob, and eats flesh. For it seizes hares, 
fawns, and geese from the courtyard, and other 
creatures. Only the Eagle which is called * Zeus’s ‘Zeus's 
bird ’ does not touch meat: for it, grass is sufficient. = 
And though it has never heard of Pythagoras of 
Samos, for all that it abstains from animal food. 


11. If one merely touches a Malmignatte, it kills, The 
they say, without any violent pain. Moreover ead the ua 
Cleopatra established that the bite of an Asp is their bites 
exceedingly gentle, when as Augustus was approach- 
ing she made enquiries at her banquets for a form of 
death that should be painless: death by the sword, 
she was told, entailed suffering, as was confessed by 
those who were wounded; death by drinking poison 
caused distress, for it produced convulsions and pains 
in the stomach; whereas death from the bite of an 
Asp was gentle (7pé&os), or to use Homer's word 
[Od. 11. 185] aBAnxpos (faint, mild). And there are 
some creatures that kill by a belch those that only 
touch them, as for instance the dipsas and the toad. 


12. You will tell me that the Fox is a creature full The Fox- 
of guile; this is the fox that lives on the land. But ania 


6 “Ourjpw idlws or ouoiws. 
8 xevrpirns. 9 déyets. 
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5 aipefcion avadduvov. 
? Jac: ore. 

















AELIAN 


dxove dé Kal <Tas>1 THs Oadarrias pnyavds, Kal 
orroia Opa Kai éxeivyn muvOdvov. 7) yap od mpdce.or 
TH ayKiotpw THY dpyyv, 7} KaTamotca Tapa- 
Xphua eavrijs to évros perexdboa eorpeper ? ew, 
w@oTep obv xiT@va TO cua. aveAiEaca, Kal rodTov 
Ojmov Tov tpdTrov eewoato TO dyKLOTpoV. 


13. “Ivyyas €pwrixdas dvOpwrot dacw etval 
/ \ 3 / 4 ¢ la 

Twas, pifews d€ adpodioiov otvOnua 6 Bdrpaxos 
apino. mpos tHv Ojreav Bot twa, os EPAoTns 
@onY Tiva KapaoTiuHy, Kal KéKAnTar HSE Bow) 
ododvydv, as gacw. drav dé riv OnAeav T™poo- 
aydynrat, pévovow dudw tiv viKra: év ev ydp 
T@ vdaTe ovvedfelvy od Svvavrar, pel” Audpay dé 
emt ys ovprAakhvat dppwdotor. vunrdos Se em- 

7 \ Ar 4 \ 10 AE / 3 
oTaons Kata ToAAnv thy ddeav mpoedOdyres 
adAjAwy daroratovow. 

¢ \ f / / : ‘ 

Orav dé Barpayor yeywrdrepov dbéyywvrat Kal 
Ths ovvnGeias Aapmpdrepov, emdnuiay SyAotow 
¢ ~ 
deroo. 


14. Kt sis apocdyorro ris vdpens drt TO ex 
Tod ovopatos ma0os Thy xeipa adrob KaTaAapBdver, 
TobTo Kat maiddpiov adv wyKovoa Tis pytpos 
Aeyovons TodAdkis. copay dé avdpdv emvbdunv 
o7t Kat Tob Suxrdov ev & reOhparar4 el ris m™poo- 
axpatro, vapk@ mdvrws. « 8€ tis es oxedos 
avinv euBdAo. Cdoav, Kal émyéoe Oadarriov 
voaTos, edv eyKdpwv H Kal 6 Katpds THS BSivos 
apixnrar, TiKTEL. Kal TO ev TH oKeder BSwp eb Tis 


1 <rds> add. H. 2 eorpeerv otrws. 
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ON ANIMALS, IX. 12-14 


listen also to the wiles of the Fox-shark and learn the 
kind of things it does. Either it will not come near 
the hook at all, or else it swallows it and immediately 
turns itself inside out, reversing its body just like a 
garment, and in this way no doubt it gets rid of the 


hook. 


13. Men say that there are certain spells to cause 
love; the Frog as a signal for sexual intercourse 
emits a certain cry to the female, like a lover singing 
a serenade, and this cry is called its croak, so they 
say. And when it attracts the female to itself they 
wait for the night. They cannot copulate under 
water, and they shun mutual embraces on land in 
the daytime. But when night descends they emerge 
with complete fearlessness and take their pleasure 
of one another. 

Whenever Frogs utter their cry more loudly and 
more clearly than is their wont, it signifies that rain 
is coming. 


14. I have often heard my mother say, when I was The Torpedo 


a child, that if a man touches a Torpedo, his hand is 
seized with the affliction corresponding to its name 
(torpor). And I have learnt from persons of ex- 
perience that if a man touches even the net in which | 
it has been captured his entire body is numbed. 

And if one throws it alive into a vessel and pours 
salt water upon it, and if the fish happens to be 
pregnant and the time of its delivery is at hand, 
then it gives birth. And if one pours the water in 





3 Schn: mpooeAGortes. 4 @npGrat. 
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the vessel over a man’s hand or foot, the hand or foot 


KaTaXeot 1 yeupos dvOparmov 3 7) 7086s,? vapKay Thy : 
is inevitably eee 


yelpa 7) TOV 70a avayKy. 


15. Neither in the stings nor in the bites which The The stings 
i 


15. Ta @a oure €v Tats mAnvats ovTeE ev Tois 
og ly they inflict do animals always retain the same force, oF various 


Snypacw Get THY adriy Svvapuy t loxet, GAN’ émurei- 


VETOL TOAAd.Kus EK TLVOS airias. Oo yoov odbhe 
yevodpevos exews yaderwtepds €oTe THY TrAnYHy, 
Kal 4 puta. TowovT@ Twi mpoceAPotaa mLKpOTEpa, 
“ 3 u . ~ 
dakety €oTt Kat OdUVAS EOWKE, Kal LEVTOL Kal Tis 
~~ / ~ 3 ? 
aomides TO Sfypa yiverat tmavTeAds avijKeoror, 
34 7 ; € \ 4 e f 4 3% 
eav Barpaxov payy. O de Kvav dyaivew pev dy 
OaKn, Tpadua eipyaoaTo Kat adyndove, ecipev’ 
éav de Aurray, dueplerpev.® AKEOTPLO. de & BKOUPLEVY 
yiTw@viov payev bro vTT&vtos Kuvos, SaKovtod. 
“~ / 
TWS TH OTOLATL TO XLTWMOV, Wa aTroTEiVyn adTd, 
*\ 7 4 3 / 3 ? \ 3 ld a“ 
ehitrnoe kali avéVavev. avlpwrov bé acirov ofyya 
\ ‘ , d ; 5 ,o¢« ? 
yaderov Kat dvotatov. AéyovTar de ot LKvlas 
Mos TP TOELKD, @ TOVS GLOTOVS ETLYPiOVOL, Kal 
avlpwretov ixyOpa avapeyvivat dapuatrovres, emt- 
moddlovTa Tws atpatt, TOvirep toaow amdoKpuysa. 
avtois t4 rexpnpidoa rotro Kat MeddpaoTos 
¢ 
LKQVOS. 


16. “Orav amodtonrat To yipas 6 ddis (drap- 
Xopevov d€ Tob 7)p0s dpa TodTo ), evTat0d Tow Kal 
TOV opadcv Thy axhdv Kal TO auPAdD Tis deus 
pUTTETAL Kal EKElvO WS yijpas offadpav, td dé 


1 Lobeck: xaraxée. 
2 yeupt . . . modé. 


3 duedbeper, vdwp re Sediévae .KaTnvadyKace mpa@tov, Kal 6 


f “~ fa 3 fa 3 4 > é ’ ¢ f 
perpidoa Soxay madw ekdrrerat eis rhv ddvvqv Kal dAaKTHoaS 
ameGavev. 
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but it is often augmented from some cause. For creatures 


instance, if a Wasp has tasted a viper’s flesh its sting 
is fiercer; and if a Fly has been near something of 
the same kind its bite is sharper and causes pain; the 
bite of an Asp too is rendered quite incurable if it 
eatsofafrog. Ifa healthy Dog bites a man, it causes 
a wound and a burning pain, but if the Dog is mad, 
the bite is deadly. A sempstress was mending a 
shirt that had been torn by a mad Dog, when she 
somehow bit it with her mouth in order to stretch the 
shirt: she went mad and died. The bite of a human 
being when fasting is dangerous and hard to cure. 
And the Scythians are even said to mix serum from 
the human body with the poison that they smear 
upon their arrows to drug them. This serum some- 
how floats on the surface of the blood (and they know 
a means of separating it?).¢ Theophrastus ? is a 
sufficient witness to the fact. 


16. When a Snake sloughs its old skin (it does so The Snake 
at the beginning of spring), then is the time when it ¢ a eachi 


purges away the mist over its eyes and the dullness 
of its sight and what I may call the ‘ old age’ of its 


@ The text is corrupt and the translation conjectural; cp. 
[Arist.] Mirab. 845 a5. Post’s conjecture might be rendered 
‘which is a secretion that comes when they agitate the blood.’ 

> Not in any extant work. 


4 dyrep .. . avrots corrupt: dv meptCcet aac a. ad. con). 
Post. 
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papdbep droFiyev * Te Kal rrapabnywv 7d dupa 
exarepov, eita, efdvrns Tobde Tob mafous yiverar, 
auBrvarrer b€é dpa, did Too yerwdvos dwredoas ev 
BLUX@ Kat oxdtw. odKxoiy padkiovoay é« trav 
Kpupav tod Cwou? rv dx daolepuatvov 6d 
pdpabov Kabaipe, Kat d€vwnéorepov dmodaiver. 


17. ‘A adreveby oray atoOnras eauTis Kvovons, 
THVUKAUTA ToL” €s THY TOY veoTTdy vrodoyiy 
kadiav épydlerat, odre andod Kal épddov ds ro) 
xedidwv Seouevy Kal olkwv, Kat dkAntos eovodca 
gen, kat Avmotoa ra éwhwa 7OH* AdAw Kat 
peVvTOL Kal dvaxdrrovea TH Umvewv tov HovoTov, 
ovre Tadw 7G odparr . . 2 udvy ev édevbEpors 


? wv ~ 4 
Xwplows EexeTa TOU mpoetpnuevov, ovpmTAéKovea Se. 


Kal abpoilovoa. Tas Tis Bedovns axdvlas, Seoud 
TW amoppyry THs evonuoovvns meptAauBdver Td 
Toinua. ip és To €vOd 6 <0) 
ompa. Tas pev yop és To edOS® Kxarddyoev 
avTa@yv, Tas dé émikapoias (ddavriKis emoripova 
yovaira cimors av? +Q ornuow tiv Kpdkny ém- 
mAéxew), otpoyytrov 8€é yavy ro Epyov drrodaiver 
Kat Kodm@des,® oiovel mAéypa xiprov Snusovp- 
yodoa, Kal oTav eludirn 70 eipnpevor, Kopilet 
Tpos THY Gédarray, ea Tob KYparos emtmoAdlov- 
Tos youxh ° 70 dopa. €mlov edéyye. TH aAKvovt 
TO Epyov' TO yap ToL pn OTEyavov Lépos TO Bdwp 


mpoouTrobnyev, 

rey Cawr, 

pevro., 

év TQ. 

mo <xpopern, dAAd 7H arduart> conj. Schn. 
v. 


é 


ao oo — C6 Pp 
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ON ANIMALS, IX. 16-17 


eyes; and as it sharpens either eye by rubbing 
fennel along the edges it rids itself of this affliction. 
You see, after hibernating through the winter in 
some dark hole, it is short-sighted. And so the 
gentle warmth of the fennel cleanses the creature’s 
vision which the frosts have numbed, and makes its 
sight keener. | 


17. When the Halcyon realises that it is pregnant The Halcyon 
it builds itself a nest * to receive its brood; but it 224" 


has no need of mud and a roof and houses, like the 
swallow which entering as an uninvited guest saddens 
the dawn with its twitter and even disturbs our 
slumbers at their sweetest; nor yet (does it use> its 
body <but its beak) alone as it applies itself to the 
aforesaid task in places away from man, weaving 
together and collecting the spines of the gar-fish, 
and by some mysterious means it binds together and 
encloses the fabric of its careful contriving. For 
some of the bones it fixes upright, others cross-wise 
(one would say that it was some woman skilled in 
weaving that was interlacing the woof with the 
warp), and makes the nest approximately round and 
bellying in shape, as though it were plaiting a weel. 
And when it has woven the aforesaid nest it takes it 
down to the sea, and there, as the waves flow gently 
in, the advancing surf puts the Halcyon’s labour to a 
test. For the water encountering any part that is 


4 Cp. Ar. HA 616 a 19-32 and Thompson’s notes. 





7 ay avrhy. 

8 Kal re Kal KoAT@des b7rd 
LKES. 

® Reiske: efra jovyy. 
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TO €umimtov 1 dnet BO 1 O€ 7 
fmimtov . . .* axetras atOis. ra 5é Fppoo- 


peva, * eye alos AiOw, odk av Siarpioeas adrd. 
et d€ Kat Staxdyar ovdypw dros, Ta 5é ode av 
cifere, KaADS Te Kal eb Swohacpeva, Tob Odpaxos 
Tob Awob od pelov, Gvrep obv dvabetvar rH ’AOnva 
Th Awédiea "Apacw ddovar. 76d orépa 8é tod 
Kuptou Tobde GAAw pev ovre eaBatov obre mdvu 
Tt : owvorror, Séxerau Sé exetvnv pdvyv. odk ay 
de copetoee Sv’ adroG otdé tis Baddrryns gow 
ovde Ev: otTw ToL aTeyavdv éorw. évrabOd Tor 
(xat>* rods veortods tpéder Kata TOV Kodrwv 
dAxveov depoervn, ws dacww. 


18. Tod NetAov aAnoiov ada yiverat, Kal 
Kahetras Avkoxrévos, Kal ovK €ore pevdwvepos, 
[xa cikoTws “2 orav yap adtths émPaivy & 
Avcos, onw@uevos amolvnoke. évlev ror. Kal of 
 o¢Bovres Atyurriwy robro To C@ov és thy éavrév 
Xwpav kwddovor tatryv Tv méav KopilecBar. 


~ 4X 4 > «6 a 

19. Tay KaTa THY oOiKlay Opvis edv és oivov 

' 3 o > 4 
cHMEON KL aaromvuyy, ovdev Avpaiverar otre Tob 

4, ~~ 
owov gpaciv ovre THv evdov- eddy Sé és Bwp 
n~ ~ > fd 
Karevex Oh dvoddes aTEPHVE TO vowp, Kal KaKoo- 
+ 7 | - 
jutav rept TOV dépo. epyaterat. yadewrns O€ €av 
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1 Lacuna. . 

2 ; e “ ~ 

J ae : Hpwoopeve, €@ Kadas cuvupacpeva Kal. 
~ * MaVvTH. 

* <xat> add. H. 

® [kat etxérws] condemned by H. 

§ Jae: em Bain. 
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ON ANIMALS, IX. 17-19 


not watertight “penetrates the nest, and the Halcyon 
seeing this ?),* repairs it. But if you strike with a 
stone the parts which have been closely fitted, you 
will not pierce them. And if you try to cut them 
with steel, so well and truly have they been inter- 
woven that they will not yield, any more than that 
linen corslet which they say Amasis® gave as an 
offering to Athena of Lindus.° And the mouth of 
this weel no other creature can enter or indeed 
detect at all: it admits the Halcyon alone. But not 
even a drop of sea water could trickle in, so watertight 
is the nest. And there, they say, rocked on the 
waves the Halcyon rears its young. . 


18. By the Nile there grows a herb, and it goes by The herb 
the name of ‘ Wolf’s-bane,’ @ and it is truly named. “°**?*"° 
For when a wolf treads upon it he dies in convulsions. 

That, you see, is why those Egyptians who worship 
this animal prevent this herb from being introduced 
into their country. 


19. If a bird of the household falls into a vessel of Dead bodies 
wine and is drowned, they say that neither the wine 254 oil 
nor any of the inmates of the house suffers any harm ; 
whereas if it sinks in water, it causes the water to 
smell, and diffuses a foul odour in the surrounding 
air. But if a Gecko falls into wine and is drowned, 
it does no harm. If however it falls into oil and dies, 


¢ Lacuna; the translation is conjectural. 

» King of Egypt, 6th cent. B.o. See Hdt. 2. 182. 
¢ Town on the E coast of Rhodes. 

4 Aconite. 





7 xaroAcbjoas. 8 dromuyh ] eis vdwp. 
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1 Gron: "Ivdurg. 2 Schn: ITaovwny. 
aura. 4 GeAjoes. 
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it makes the oil smell nasty, and on anyone who 
tastes it lice at once break out. 


20. It is clear that the burning of a Stag’s horn The 
expels snakes. And Aristotle asserts [Mzr. 481 a 27] stone’ 
that the stone * which occurs in the river Pontus 
(it is in the territory of the Sinti and Maedi) ? if 
burnt also chases away snakes. Moreover he de- 
scribes the nature of the stone as follows. Ifyou pour 
some water upon it, it lights; and if when burning 
you hope to kindle it into a bigger blaze by fanning 
it, it goes out. They say that as it burns it gives 
off a smell more oppressive than bitumen. And 
Nicander [ Ther. 45] agrees with this. 


21. The island of Pharos (what I am about to tell 7 of 
: ‘ : roy and 

you is reported by the Egyptians) was once infested Snakes in 
with a great variety of snakes. But when Thonis ¥h4r0s 
the Egyptian King took under his charge Helen the 
daughter of Zeus (because Menelaus entrusted her 
to him while he was wandering through Upper 
Egypt and Ethiopia), he fell in love with her, and 
when he attempted to force her to lie with him, the 
story goes that the daughter of Zeus repeated the 
whole tale to the wife of Thonis (Polydamna was her 
name), and she on her side, anxious lest this alien 
should prove more beautiful than she, removed Helen 
to the safety of Pharos and gave her a herb disliked 

@ The ‘ Thracian stone,’ Opdxios AiBos, is perhaps quicklime. 

> It is the river Strymon which flows through that part of 
Paeonia inhabited by the 8. and M. 


? 
7 kat Bia. 8 Adyos Seicacay, 
® sob del. H. 10 radra. 
\ > ? 
11 gdrny da TE Kal OLKTELpacaY. 
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1 adtévat. ov. 
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ON ANIMALS, IX. 21-23 


by the snakes there; so as soon as they were aware 
of this, the snakes went underground. But Helen 
planted the herb and in time it flourished and 
produced seed disagreeable to the snakes, and in 
Pharos such creatures have never recurred. Ex- 
perts in these matters say that this herb is called 


Helenion.® 


22. Starfishes are marine creatures, and they too The Starfish 
have a soft shell, but are the enemies of oysters, for #4 O7s#™ 
‘they feed on them. And their method of assailing 


the oysters is as follows. The latter frequently 
open for coolness’ sake and anyhow in order to feed 
themselves on whatever comes their way. Accord- 
ingly the Starfishes insert one of their limbs between 
the shells and take their fill of the flesh, the oysters 
being precluded from closing again. So much then 
for this characteristic of Starfishes. 


23. Poets and the compilers of ancient legends, te amphis 
among whom is Hecataeus the chronicler, may sing 524 


of the Hydra of Lerna, one of the Labours of 
Heracles; and Homer may sing of the Chimaera 
with its three heads [J/. 6.181; 16.328], the monster 
of Lycia kept by Amisodarus the Lycian king for 
the destruction of many, of varied nature, and 
absolutely invincible. Now these seem to have been 
relegated to the region of myths. The Amphis- 
baena however is a snake with two heads, one at the 
top and one in the direction of the tail. When it 
advances, as need for a forward movement impels 


4 Elecampane, Inula helenium; cp. Diosc. 1. 29. 


3 
3 eis exaorov. 4 Avy. 
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it, it leaves one end behind to serve as tail, while the 
other it uses as a head. Then again if it wants to 
move backwards, it uses the two heads in exactly 
the opposite manner from what it did before.* 


94, There is, it seems, a species of frog which fi Fishing- 
bears the name of ‘ Angler,’ and is so called from 
what it does. It possesses baits above its eyes: one 
might describe them as elongated eyelashes, and at 
the end of each one is attached a small sphere. The 
fish is aware that nature has equipped it and even 
stimulated it to attract other fish by these means. 
Accordingly it hides itself in spots where the mud is 
thicker and the slime deeper, and extends the afore- 
said hairs without moving. Now the tiniest fishes 
swim up to these eyelashes, imagining that the 
round, swinging objects at the end are edible; mean- 
while the Angler lies in wait, never stirring, and 
when the little fishes are near to him, he withdraws 
the hairs towards himself (they are drawn in by some 
secret and invisible means), and the little fishes, 
whose gluttony has brought them close up, provide 
a meal for the aforesaid frog. 


95. The Crayfish is the enemy of the Octopus. Grayfish and 
The reason is this: when the Octopus throws its 
tentacles round it, it cares nothing for the spines 
that spring from the back of the Crayfish, but wraps 
stself round and throttles it till it suffocates. This 


@ See Gow-Scholfield on Nic. Th. 372. 
eee 


7 <r@> add. A. 


8 Ges: elamepuKoTwy MSS. 
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ON ANIMALS, IX. 25-27 


the Crayfish knows full well, and makes its escape. 


~The nature of the Crayfish is as follows. When it 


has nothing to fear, this fish moves in a forward 
direction, turning its feelers¢ to either side, in 
order that the water encountering it as it swims may 
not thrust them back and hinder its advance. But 
if it is trying to escape, it goes backwards, relaxing 
its feelers completely, in order that, like one rowing 
with oars and moving lightly like a boat, it may 
withdraw to a great distance. If Crayfish fight 
with one another they raise their feelers, fall upon 
each other like rams, and butt their foreheads 
together. But a struggle between a moray and a 
Crayfish I have described earlier on? 


_ 96. They say that the dewy Water-mint and the Snakes and 
Agnus-castus are a potent means of expelling snakes. eens 
The latter, you know, is strewn by the women of 

Attica on their pallets at the Thesmophoria. And it 

appears that the Agnus-castus is offensive to noxious 
creatures, and at the same time represses sexual 
appetite; from this fact it appears to derive its 

name. And the same noxious creatures have a 

dread of the herb known as rosemary frankincense. 


97. From Theophrastus [HP 9. 18. 2] I learn the The Aconite 
following. This great man mentions a certain herb 
and calls it by the name of ‘ Female-killer’ ° and 
if one puts it on a scorpion’s back and lets it lie, the 
creature immediately shrivels. But the same writer 
says that it revives if you sprinkle some white 


@ Lit. ‘ horns.’ 
> See 1. 32. 
¢ One of several names for aconite; see Nic. Al. 36 ff. 
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ON ANIMALS, IX. 27-30 


hellebore upon it. Now I am in favour of Female- 
killer, but not at all of white hellebore. The reason 


is that I detest scorpions but love mankind. Calli- 
machus [ fr. 100 f. 48 P] relates how a tree that goes 
by the name of yew grows in Trachis, and if creeping 
things go near and touch it at all they die. 


98. It is generally believed that the flesh of the es 
Pig is sweeter than all others. And the fact is quite 
clearly proved by experiment. Whenever it eats a 
salamander, the Pig itself is unaffected, but kills 


those who taste its flesh. 


29. In what respect the Euphrates, which flows snakes at 
between Parthia and Syria, is superior to other the source of 
rivers I will explain some other time; but what the phrates 
Parthians and Syrians know about it, and what is 
relevant to the present discourse, that I will now tell. 

Near to the spot where the river first rises certain 
Snakes breed which are deadly enemies to men, not 
however to the natives who have been brought up 
in their midst, but to strangers who have no con- 
nexion whatever with them. And they even punish 


visitors with death. 


30. The Lion when walking does not move straight The Lion's 
forward, nor does he allow his footprints to appear 
plain and simple, but at one point he moves forward, 
at another he goes back, then he holds on his course, 
and then again starts in the opposite direction. 
Next he goes to and fro, effacing his tracks so as to 





5 ¢és) add. H. 
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ON ANIMALS, IX. 30-32 


“prevent @ hunters from following his path and easily 
“discovering the lair where he takes his rest and lives 


2 


_. with his cubs. These habits of the Lion are Nature’s 
special gifts. 
31. Consider what makes a good shepherd. Now Hiccups ana 


‘the herdsman loves both his sheep and his goats, but Ms cure 
he abhors the hiccups. This affliction often befalls 


man, and a surfeit induces hiccups in sheep and goats 
also. Accordingly herdsmen plant round the pens 


of the aforesaid animals a certain herb which counters 


this complaint, and the herb protects them against 
it. And those who have had experience maintain 
that this herb is beneficial to man also in the same 


affliction.® 


32. Those whose business it is to gather Henbane Henbane, 
-and the juice of Silphium ¢ dig trenches round the gathered 


plants and stir the roots a little; they do not how- 
ever pull them up with their hands, but capture or 
buy some bird and fasten one leg to the herb. And 
as the bird flutters it pulls up the herb. Both are 
serviceable to man’s needs. But if a man has not: 
these means to pull them up, then the treasure 
which he fancies he has found so happily and in 


answer to his neéds is of no service. 


@ The sense is clear, but the text is faulty. 

» The herb (whose name A. does not disclose) is Alyssum or 
madwort; cp. Plut. Mor. 2. 6484. 

¢ *Oqds, the common term for juice of silphium, cannot be 
right here, unless Ael. attaches some other meaning to the 


word. 





8 dvagrracel. 9 Kiihn : etAéov. 
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oo To aBpdrovov doa ayaa 8pa Kal démws 
d8ovs met pare didwot Kat pévroe Kal mvedpovds 
€ore kalapripioy ov viv héyew xatpdss Cow 
<0 » ob movnp@ modéuidv ort, Kal avatpel rip 
eAuiv0a, nmep otv émt mAéov totca® Anpior 
yiverau onAdyxvous pev EVTLKTOLEVOV, avOpwrrelais 
de veoous evap ovpevor, Kat tTadra Tals dyay 
aviaros TE Kat U70 xetpos Ovytis? és dkeow 
Tew ddvvdrous. Tekpnpi@oat Tobro Kat “Imus 
uxavos. O d€ A€yes 6 ovyypadeds 6 ‘Pnyi 

~ +f > ‘ Ss bu TYPOS 
Toobrov €or. yuvty eixev eAuwla, Kal idoaobar 
avTiy ametrov ot Tév tarpav dewvoi. ovdKobv és 
Erridavpov HAGE, Kat €detro Tod Oeod * e€avrTns 
yeveodau Too jovvoixou malous. ov¥ maphv 6 beds: 
ol pevToL Cdxopoe Karaivouor Thv avOpwrov 
evOo, Goan 6 Deds etwler tous deopévous. Kal 7 
pev avUpwiros novyale mpocraxleica, of ye piv 
drodpGvres 7 Ue@ ta €s TH taow adrijs 5 
emolouv, Kal THY Kepadny ev amd THs Sépys 
aparpodar, Kabinot dé TH yelpa 6 érepos, Kal 
earpel tiv éAuwvOa, Onpiov péya te ypfua. 
ouvappocae de eal dmrodobvat THY Kepadny és Thy 
apxaiay appoviay ovK EOUVaVTO OUKETL. 6 ToOlvUY 
Deds apucvetra, Kat Tots pev exyadémnvey ére dpa 
eméVevro epyp duvaTwrepm THs éavTdv ocodias: 
avros dé apaxep Twi Kal Oeia Suvdwer arédwKe 
T@ oKHver THY Kepadyv, Kal tiv Eévnv dvéoryoe. 
Kat ov Tt mov,® @ Bactled kai Oedv didravOpw- 
motate “AokAnmé, aBpdrovoy éywye avrikpivw 

: <> add. H ; 
* Gee Bones 0b bond 
: prévass. 
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destroys intestinal worm. This creature grows and. 
grows and becomes a monster bred in the intestines, 
and is reckoned among the diseases of mankind, and 
what is more, among those which are hardest to cure 
and which will not yield to any mortal treatment. 
Hippys is sufficient witness to this. The account 
given by the historian of Rhegium is as follows. A 
woman suffered from an intestinal worm, and the 
cleverest doctors despaired of curing her. Accord- 
ingly she went to Epidaurus and prayed the god @ 
that she might be rid of the complaint that was 
lodged in her. The god was not at hand. The 
attendants of the temple however made her lie down 
in the place where the god was in the habit of healing 
his petitioners. And the woman lay quiet as she 
was bid; and the ministers of the god addressed 
themselves to her cure: they severed her head from 
the neck, and one of them inserted his hand and 
drew out the worm, which was a monstrous creature, 
But to adjust the head and to restore it to its former 
setting, this they always failed to do. Well, the god 
arrived and was enraged with the ministers for 
undertaking a task beyond their skill, and himself 
with the irresistible power of a god restored the head 
to the body and raised the stranger up again. For 
my part, O King Asclepius, of all gods the kindliest 


@ There was a famous temple of Asclepius 5 mi. W of 
Epidaurus in Argolis. 7 





4 radv Gedy. 5 adr. 8 rw, 
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_ 883, This is not the occasion for mentioning all the Intestinal 
benefits that accrue from Wormwood, how it eases en 
the windpipe and even cleanses the lungs. But toa 

troublesome creature it is certainly an enemy: it 


AELIAN 


” ? “ ~ A / 3 ~ 
Th oops TH Of” pn paveinv és toootrov: aAAd 
ere ov éuvynoOnv edepyecias Te Offs Kal idoews 
~ ¢ 
exmAnkrixns. as dé€ Kat noe 7 mda cov Sdpdy 


€or ovde audiBardew yp). 


34. ‘O S€ vaurirtos modvmous * oti Kat adrds, 
Kal Koyyny piav exer. avamdet prev obv? rip 
KOYXaY orpefas mept TO, KETO, ivo. Ln Tis GAuns 
apvonraL Kat aodnon adbes auTov" yevopevos dé 
emt Tols KUpaow, Oray wey 7 yadnvn Kat elpyvy 
mvevparwv, orpéper THY Koyynv odmTiav (7 dé 
emimAct dixyv topOutdos) Kat tapes dvo TAEK~- 
tdvas evredbév Te Kal exeilev Kai droKxwhv jovyh 
€pérTres TE Kal mpowlet tiv cupduh vatv. ef de 
ein mveGpa, TOUS epeTmovs eV TOUS TEWS TPOTEivas 
pakporéepous olakas épyalerat, dAAas dé avareivas 
mrexTavas, @yv pécos yiTwv €ot. dAETTOTATOS, 
Tobrov dtacTioas toriov avrov amopaiver. aA 
pev 81) TOv TpdTOV TODTOV adens wv Eeav pévToL 
popyOy te t&v adpotépwv, Bvlicas tv Koyynv 
emAjjpwoe, Kat Katwriofev éx trod Papovs, Kal 
eavTov agavioas tov expov amédpa. eira ev 
<tpnvn yevopevos avebope TE KGL TAEL aA. Kal 
EK TOUTWY EXEL TO OVOLG. 


35. Es TpiaKooias opyuids dacw avOpairrous 
Katona eivat a ev TH Go. ATTY, WEPALTEpW ‘ye PIV 
ovKéTt. elite Sé taoveovow iyves ert eire Kat 
Onpia, 7 «i Kal TovTois pev aBard éort, Deot dé 

1 dreAOciv V, éredOdv other mss, H. 


4 a 
2 gwoAvmous her. 3 obv €x Tis Badarrns. 


® Poseidon. 
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to man, I do not set Wormwood against your skill 
(heaven forbid I should be so insensate!), but in 
considering Wormwood I was reminded of your 
peneficent action and of your astounding powers of 
healing. And there is no need to doubt that this 


herb also is a gift from you. 


34. The Argonaut also is one of the polyps and The 


has one shell. Now it rises to the surface by turning 
its shell upside down to prevent it from taking in salt 
water and being thrust down again. And when it is 
on top of the waves, if the weather is calm and the 
winds are at rest, it turns its shell (which floats like a 
boat). on its back, and letting down two tentacles, 
one on either side, with a gentle motion rows and 

yopels its natural vessel. And if there is a wind it 
extends still further what up till now were oars, 
using them as rudders, and raises other tentacles 
between which there is a web of most delicate 
texture, and this it spreads and turns into a sail. 
And in this way it navigates so long as it has nothing 
to fear. If however it is afraid of some of the larger 
and stronger fish, it submerges and fills its shell and 
sinks with the weight of water, and by disappearing 
escapes from its enemy. Then when it has peace 
again it rises and resumes its sailing. It is from 
these activities that it derives its name. 


Argonaut 


35. They say that men have explored the sea to The depth 


a depth of 300 fathoms, but not as yet beyond that. 
Whether there are fishes and animals swimming at 
an even greater depth, or whether even to them 
these regions are inaccessible, although the gods of 
the sea and also the overlord of the moist world 4 


of the sea 
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nave their allotted dwelling there—these are matters 


into which I shall not enquire too closely, and no one 
else informs us. 


/ , 2 ¢ f 97 A “~ 
Gaddrriot Kat évddAtot Saipoves etAnyact TOV. x@pov 
Kal pévrot Kai 6 THs bypas odoias deomorys, ovTE 
eye) Todumpaypov® obre GAAos Aéyet. 

36. There is, it seems, a fish of the species mullet The 


donis’* 


836. *Hy 8é doa mérpats HOds Kat év Tavre ; 
p mae ke aa which is accustomed to live and to feed among rocks, sch 


‘4 A / 3 , \ 3 “ ? 
veuduevos yévos KeoTpéws ixOds, Kal iWelv Savbds 
dort. Swappel Sé dpa brép atrod dumdobv ovoya, }- 

€ “~ ig 

of pev yap ddwvw kadodow, ot dé e&wKourov2 

¢ . v4 o~ a] ; 

érav ‘ydp tor ro Kdpa ev tots dmevdtois Kal 

yadnvois mpaivO7, thvixadra éavrov <foxeAdet, 
~~ / “~ o~ ~ 

rob Kbpatos emoxovpevos TH Opuf, Kal Kata Té&v 

metpav amdot, kat Kafedder Baboy Kati eipyvatoy 

> 4 ~ 

cb pdda rév vnvov. Kal ex pev Tdv dAdwy 
¢ 2 ” e > 2 ¢ ba > 

dndvrwv evorovda ws éotiv ot Kadds oide, 
; \ v a ¢ / wv: 

nédpice S€ rods dpribas door Dadarrns evtpodor 
/ 3 ‘ / ioe ~ 

Kal eiot Kal vouilovTat. €av ovr exelvwy emipavhy 

ris, 6 Se dvamdAderat Kat mnd& yoperg Tit 

dvouh «at épxyjce? as dy elmous pada arrop- 
/ # > 4) 4 ins f > 

pjre,* gor’ av dd ris mérpas efadAdpevos elo, 

> \ “ , and v ? > , 

éumecav rots KUpace ow. "“Adwvw 3° €fédovor 
f fad 

Aéyew adrdv, eel Kal yfv Kal Oddarray Exe 
f a ~ 

dilyv, tv mpdrwv epot doxelv Oepnevwv 70 ovope, 
> - > ~ 

aivgayévwv és tov Tod Kudpov mades Biov tov 

? / ~ ~ fond 

Sinpnudvov S00 Saipoor, THs wev bo yijs, THs de 
“4 ~~ > ~ 

dvw ys épHons adrod. 


37. Dutod érdépov KAddos empverar mpéuvy, 
mpooykwv of pnde Ev modddiis, TO. O€ atTLoy 


1 Jac: 76 évoza MSS. 
3 dpxnoTiKy. 

4 Reiske : drroppHTws. 
5 gtrod éxarépas. 
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2 €£uxourov avrdr. 


and is yellow in appearance. There are two names 
for it in common use, for some call it ° Adonis, 

others ‘ Exocoetus’’.¢ For, you see, when the waves 
are lulled in places where the water 1s calm and 
smooth, it runs aground, borne forward by the force 
of the wave, and spreading itself upon the rocks, 
sleeps a deep and tranquil sleep. And it is well 
aware that there is peace between it and all other 
creatures, though it dreads all birds that are or are 
reputed to be nurslings of the sea. And so if one 
appears, the fish leaps up and dances as nature has 
taught it with movements that, one might say, 
paffle description, until it Jumps off the rock, falls 
into the sea, and is safe. People like to call it 
‘ Adonis’ because it loves both land and sea, and 
those who first gave it this name were hinting (so I 
think) at the son of Cinyras ° whose life was divided 
between two goddesses; one who loved him was 
beneath the earth, the other above. 


37. A twig of one tree will grow on the aa = Grafting of 


another to which it often bears no relation. 


4 That is, ‘sleeping out of the water.’ The fish has not 
rarer a the son of Cinyras by his daughter Myrrha. 
Aphrodite concealed the baby in a chest which she entrusted 
to Persephone. On Persephone’s declining to give the child 
back Zeus ordained that he should spend one half of each year 
with either goddess. , 

257 


VOL, I. K 





AELIAN 


, 4 . 
Weddpaoros Adyar, dvoixarara aviyvevoas ru rd, 


cpvigua tiv avOnv t&v Sévdpwrv otrotpeva eiro, 
emt Tois dutois Kabhpeva Ta qTepirTa GoKpive, 
ovKody TO o7épua Tats KotAdot Kal tats drais 
atra@v Kat roils onpayywdeow éunintov Kal 
emapodouevov Tois ouPpois Tots €€ odpavod, etra 
avagve. éexeiva® €€ av €BAdoryoev® otrw ror 
Kal €v €Aaig. ovKiy Karavojoes, Kal év d\A@ aAdo, 


38. Dwrever Se4 ev rots puxols THs Dadarrys 
To® apdéParov, Kat of Kadovpevor Haro, Kal 
ovomrep obv didotow dXdtcis dvopdlew apémovras. 
Kat peytoToe pev eiow idelv THY ddow, vwbets dé 
Thy vntw, Kat etdotvrat mept tots dwAcois, evbev 
Tot ovde azoXeimovot Thy aderépay trodpoyyjy. 
Aoxyador dé trav iyPwv tov doleveotépwv ods 
Tapaveovras. apiOpotro 8 dy év rovrois Kal 6 
ovos' dddauxe Sé¢ pddiora ixQdwv tiv Tot Detpiov 
emiToAny ovToS 6 GVOS. 


f 4 - > “A ~ ~ 
39. Tikreras d€ dpa €v tots TOV mupav Anlois 
‘ a > 7 \ mS a . 
Kal Tals avyeipois Kal Tats ovKats® mpocéri +6 
~ i ~ 4 > 
Tav Kavbapidwy diddrov, woTep odv “ApiotoréAns 
, ¥ \ Pa ? 7 “~ ~ 
Ayer, ev ye pny’? rots épePivOots To TOV KapTdv, 
“~ > 7? A “a 
ev Ge <t@> ® opdBw dadayyia drra, év b€é Trois 
e 4 
mpacors 4 Kadoupervy mpacokoupis. TiKTeTat dé 
3 “~ é 4 
Kat ev TH KpapByn oKwAjKwv. yévos, Kal dvoya 
1 éy rats xotAdot. 
2 éxeivo. 
3 3 
% éBAdornoey dvameiber MSS, Kame meter Jac. 
4 8€ Kai. 
5 draurGrat 76. 
” ye phy] per. 
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Theophrastus, who has traced the cause of this in a 


thoroughly scientific way, explains the cause [CP 


9.17.5 & 8]: small birds eat the blossoms of trees 
and then as they sit upon the trees void their 
excrement. And so the seed dropping into hollows 
and cracks and cavities, and being watered by the 
yains of heaven, produces the same wood as that 
from which it sprang. Thus you will see a fig-tree 
on an olive-tree, and the same with other trees. 


38. The Sea-sheep and the Hepatus* as it is 
named, and what fishermen are accustomed to call 
the Prepon ® have their lairs in the recesses of the sea. 
They are of enormous size to look at but sluggish 
swimmers, and range to and fro around their lairs, 
and so it comes about that they never abandon their 
hiding-places. But they lie in wait for fish of weaker 
species that swim past. The Hake too may be 
reckoned as belonging to this class. More than any 
other fish does it dread the rising of the Dog-star. 


39. It seems that the. family of Blister-beetles ¢ 
is produced in fields of wheat and on poplar-trees 
and on fig-trees also, as Aristotle says [HA 552 b 1]; 
and Caterpillars are produced among peas, and 
certain Spiders among bitter vetch, and the Leek- 
cutter,? as it is called, among leeks. And in the 


cabbage is born a kind of worm which derives its 


¢ Unidentified; not the same as the Hepatus of 15. 11. 

> Unidentified. 

¢ See D. W. Thompson’s note on Arist. l.c. (Eng. tr.). 

@ 9 ‘leaf-maggot’ (Hort on Thphr. HP 7. 5. 4); ‘Prob. 
milliped ’ (L-S®), The Hylemyia antiqua (order Anthomyidae) 
may attack the bulb of leeks. 
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adt® ex tv HO@v, ev ofs SrairGtar. Kadetra 
yotv KpauPis. rikrer <8é>1 te Kab 4% pra: 
Kat duapbeiper prev ToGTo moAAdKIs TOV KapTOV TOG 
dutod rotde, tais 5é ere Tot rikrew eyovoats 
pay yévoito av Kal és KUnow dayaforv. Kat tév 
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name from its habitat. At any rate it is called the 


. Cabbage-caterpillar.e The apple-tree also produces 


a creature > which frequently destroys the fruit of this 
tree, although it may help women who are still of an 
age to bear children to conceive. How this happens 
another shall tell. 


fa “a 4, 
Tpomrov epet aAdos. : 
40. It seems that every creature knows in which Animals ie 

now wher 


part of its body its strength resides, and this gives it their 


40. Olde d€ dpa rv Cawv exacrov ev d pépe "eside : ne 
° : confidence, for when attacking it employs it as a strength les 


4 \ iA A \ 4 “a \ > 
KEKTHTAaL THY GAKHY, Kat TovT@ ODappet, Kal ém- 
~ \_ “~ ~ 
BovAgiov prev yphra: ws omdw, Kwduvetov 8 ds 
3 / e ~ “ 
apuvTnpiy. o yotv Evpias apdtverar? 7 pdyyes 
€ Eu wv W 4 f > . ¢ 5 4 X Fal 
ws Sider, evbev ror kat KéxAyra 7 Sé tpvywv TO 
A ¢ 4 ‘f “ ~ 
Kevtpw, 9 dé pvpawa Tots ddotor, Kal pada ‘ye 
eed ee A ~ 
elKoTWs' exer? yap adra@y diorouyiav. 


41. Ov péev* pos of kara tiv oikiav Sedov Kal 
acbeves CHdv eiot,> Kal doBodvra Krémov, Kal 
THY yadhy meppixact xpi~acav: SetAoi S€é Kal of 
dpoupatot. Tav ye pay otkerdv Apacdrepor of 
Gadarriot. pixpov pev att@v ro odpa, téAua 
dé apayoss Kat Oappotor dvo drrAows, Sop re 
eUTOVy Kat OOdvTMY KpdreL: pdyovrat Sé Kat Tots 
ixGvot ois adporepois Kal T&v dAtéwy ols 
partota Onpartixots. 

1 <8e> add. H. 2 autver. 


a 8 Ges: éxovar. 
peev ody. 5 gore. 


* The larvae or caterpillar of the large white butterfly, Pieris 
rapae, injure cabbages, turnips, radishes, etc, ss 
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weapon, when in danger as a means of defence. 
For instance, the Swordfish defends itself with its 
snout as with a sword; hence its name; and the 
Sting-ray with its sting, and the Moray with its 
teeth, and well it may, because it has a double row 
of them. 


41. The domestic Mouse is a timorous and feeble The Mouse 


creature and is scared by noise and trembles at the 
squeak of a marten.° Field-mice also are timorous, 
whereas the Sea-mice ? are bolder than the domestic 


animal. Though their body is small their courage is The ‘Sea- 
irresistible, and this they derive from two weapons, "°"”” 


their tough skin and their powerful teeth. And 
they fight even with fish of greater bulk and with 
the most skilled fishermen. 


> The caterpillar of the Codling moth, Carpocapsa pomonella 


¢ With us it would be ‘the mew of a cat.’ 

4 Oppian (Hal. 1. 174) speaks of pudy yadendy yevos as 
‘confident in their tough hide and close-set teeth,’ and as 
‘contending with men, though not so very large.’ This is 
probably the Zurtle, whose sharp but toothless jaws can 
are a savage bite. See Thompson, Gk. fishes, s.v. pis, IT, 
p. 167. 
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42. Tis rév adpdv petaBodjs eyovow aiobn- 
TUS ob Odpvor Kai toact Tpords HAlov d€drara 
Kab Séovrar T&v 7a odpdvia eiSévar Sewdv ? od83 
ev. Orrov : yop dv adtous yeyidvos apyi) Karo, 
AdBy, evratia, novyacovat te Kal arpenodow, 
ayarnr@s, Kab KaTapevovow es TV ETLON Lay 
Tis tonpepias.* Kae Texpnptot AptororéAns rotro: 
ort d€ TO Eérépw tdv ddbadludv dpHat, 7H Se 
Ge odkéri, Kat Aicyddos dpodoyet Aéywr — 


4 
TO oKaLov dupa TapaBadreov Buvvov Sixny. 


Tapiact ze es tov IIdvrov, Kat xara riv Seedy 
cauTdy mAevpav thy yy AayBdvovor, Kal’ Av Kat 
Brerovow: efiovres TE aD KaTa THY avrunépas 4 
veovot Tis vais EXOMEVOL, Thy dpovpav THY Tod 
CwpaTos Kata Tov opdvra Tov ddfaduay hap- 
Bavovres mpopnbéorara. 


43. Tots mayoupots TO Tp@rov EdvTpov pHyvurat, 
Kal womep ob ogets TO yipas, ovTw Shou Kal 
ovTOL TO CoTpaKoV GmodvorTaL. ray 5é aicbwvrat 
apvordevov THs GapKos adrdé, TavTayod dourdow 
OLOTPOVLLEVOL Kat paoTetovTes Tpopyy Aeiova, 
wa oyKov mpooyevouevov adrois tmonpynoberres 
amroppngwow éavrdyv 76 edvtpov. édrav dé SuoAl- 
olwow €& avrod Kat eAcdbepot yévwvrat, Kelvrat 
TOpELLEVOL Kare Tijs yappov, vexpots etkacpévot’ 
dedoixace de vmep Tis puoperys avTots Sopdas 
UypoTepas TE OVONS Kal ETL aTaAs. KaTa puKpA 

1 qrovoupevewy Or mpoar-. 2 Jac: dro. 


3 ony rhs émdnutas i i 
yates YAS LOnLEeplay, 
avTiTrepa. 
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seasons and knows precisely when the solstices occur 
and has no need whatsoever of persons skilled in 
celestial matters. For in whatever place the 
beginning of winter overtakes these fish, there they 
are glad to remain at rest without stirring, and 
there they stay until the coming of the equinox. 
Aristotle bears witness to this [Hd 599 b 9]. And 
that they see with one eye and not with the other is 
admitted by Aeschylus when he says[fr.308 N] 


‘ Casting his left eye askance like a tunny.’ 


And they pass into the Euxine, keeping the land on 
their right, on which side in fact they look out. 
Contrariwise when issuing from the Euxine they 
swim along the opposite shore and hug the land, 
taking the utmost precaution to safeguard their life 
by means of the eye which sees. 


43, The first shell of the common Crab splits and, Thecommon 


just as snakes slough their ‘old age,’ so do these ™ 
creatures put off their shell. And directly they 
perceive that it is coming away from their flesh they 


‘move frantically in every direction in their search 


for more food, in order that they may become in- 
flated by the additional bulk and so break off their 
shell. And when they have contrived to slip out of 
it and are free, they lie on the sand exhausted like 
dead bodies. But their growing shell causes them 
anxiety while it is still rather pliable and tender. 
Gradually however they gather themselves together 
and come to life, as it were, and begin by eating 
sand. But as long as their outer covering consists 
@ mpwrys .. . Ydppov * verba corrupta,’ H.; but cp. Opp. 
Hal. 1. 96, bdppov éperrdpevor kat 60° év papdboror ddovrat. 
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42. The Tunny is aware of the changes of the The Tunny 
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8 \ ¢ 4 i f \ 3 f : f 
é éavrovs abpoicavres Kat dvaBiwoKdpevot TpOrroy 
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of membrane, for so long are they timid and utterly 


lacking in courage. When however the membrane 
begins to harden and to assume the nature of a shell, 


then they cast aside their fears, and the protection 
of their covering and their full suit of armour, as you 
might call it, gives them the same confidence as a 
shield would. 


dcov avrots bunv wepixerra. oréyaouat eEwber: 
orav dé dpEnrar myyvvo8ar Kai és séoTpdKov 

tow peraywpelv, ameppubay évrat0a rhv SeAiav, 
ws OmAqw Uappodvres TH THS weptPoAjs oKéry Te 
Cyl, Kat f 


¢ aN * 
ws dv elmous TovomAig. 44. The race of men known as Troglodytes is The Troglo- 


famous, and derives its name from its manner of ies" 

living. Snakes are afraid of them, the reason being 

that the men eat them. | 
Snakes when engaged in coupling emit a most 


offensive odour. 


44, TpwydAoddrat yévos avOpwmrwv tuvetrar, Kat 
4 4 ~ “ 

TO ye Gvoua etAndev ex THs Siairns.® doBotyrat 
\ x 

dé atrovs ot dfeis. TO d€ atriov, éobiovew adtods 
¢ v A , ) A LAA AX. ¢ ” 

ot avipwrot. puuryvipevoe d€ adAtAols ot Sdets 

Bapurarny dopny adidouw. 


45. Ifa field, or if trees with fruit upon them are The Octopus 
and iruit- 


45. “Aypod yewrndvros Oaddrrn Kal dutdv 
TApEeoTMTWY eyKapTTWY yewpyol moA\AdKis KaTa- 
AapBdvovow év wpa Oepeiw modvmodds re Kat 
copwdovs €x THY KupaTwv mpoEeOdvTas Kal Sud. 
TOY mpevwv aveprioavras Kat Tots KAddois 
mepirecovTas Kat Omwpilovras, Kal dixynv4? éméfe- 
cav tols dwpot ovAdAaBovres adrovs. avl’ adv dé 
ETPVYNOAY Ob mpoEeipnuevor, bmép TOUTWY avTEedes- 
Tidot * du éauTdyv tods Seondras THv ceovAnpevwy 
KapTOv. 


46, “Puades dvopa, Dadarriov Cwov cogod diay- 
vovar THY Tov wpadv SidBaow. strapyopevov yoiv 
Tod xeyudvos Hovxydlovot rods Kpupods dzrod.LOpa-~ 
GKOVOaL, Kal aopévws cavTads TH KaTapovh 


1.3 , g a | , 
TO oTéyaopa., Kat és rov Blov, 
8 Siairns Kal rot Blov dnAovort. 
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close by the sea, farmers often find that in summer trees 


Octopuses and Osmyluses* have emerged from the 
waves, have crept up the trunks, have enveloped | 
the branches, and are plucking the fruit. So when 
they have caught them they punish them. And as 
quittance for what the aforesaid fish have reaped 
they provide the owners of the pillaged fruit with a 
feast. 


46. ‘ Migrants’ is the name for marine creatures The migra- 


that are clever at knowing the transition of the 
Seasons. At any rate at the beginning of winter 
they escape from the frosts and remain at rest and 
are glad by so remaining to keep warm, sharing 


@ See 5, 44. 


4 shy Sixny. 5 dvOeoridat V, A. 


265 








AELIAN 


Od Arrovoa tooporpig ddehpucy: elra pos} vety 
dTrdpyovrat éxeivai ye Kal Tropetas THs waKporépas, 
Kal véwovra Tpophy od povoyv THY mpoorrecodaan, 
GAAG Kal hv dv paorevoacat <ita aviyvedawouw, 


7. Tods éyivous ére C@vTas Kat e& Tots 

GoTpaKois ovTas Kal mpoPeBAnjEvous Ta KEVTPG. Et 
é \ } / ? A} A A Edd 

Tis ouvtpixbas Kal diappiibas és THY Oddarray aAXo 
aAAy TpUpos katahimot, Ta O€ apa ouvepyerat 
abbes Kal é€vodTat Kal TO ovyyeves Opvppa a aveyvon, 
Kal mpoomAaxevTa ouvepu. Kat oAdKAnpoL yivov- 
tat dvoe. Tit GavpaoTH Kat idia avlrs. 


8. ‘Yaép rod mActova thy émuyovyy TOV Ciuv 
opiat yiveoOau ot TOUTOY pehedeovot : Ta dipOpa 
Ttav OnAedv Kat oléiv Kal atyav Kat lnm 
dvatpifioucs KaTa TOV THs dxeias Katpov GADv Kal 
Aitpov * ras xetpas dvamhjoavres. €K TOUTWY 
Opetis adTots ‘yiverat mepl THY appodiryy paNor. 
eTEpOL d€ memmépioe Kaul pedir, ta adra xXpiovar, 
Aitpw ® de dAdo Kal Kvidns KapTr@: opvpviw dé 
yon Twes exproay Kal _Aitpy. ex 57) Tove Tob 
odaknopod aKpatopes écavT@v yiwovrat at OAcvat 
TOLMVOL, KOL ETYLALVOVTAL TOLS AppEcw. 


49. Tev Knr@v tev peyiotav aiycadois Kab 
qooe Kat Tots Aempots ® kadoupevots Kal Ppayéou 
Xuiptors mpoorreAdlet ovoe EV, ounce d€ Ta. meAay. 
Kal €oTt peytoTa 6 Te A€wv Kal 7» C¥yawa Kal % 


1 pe. a * mpootAaKev. 
3 peredwvol Kat vopets. 4 yirpov. 

fd “a 
5 virpw. | 8 éhadpois. 


266 


ON ANIMALS, IX. 46-49 


their warmth in brotherly fashion. Then in the 
spring they begin to swim greater distances and feed 
not only upon what comes their way but on what 
they have sought for and tracked down. 


47. If one crushes Sea-urchins while still alive The Sea- 
within their shells and with their spines protruding eee 
and then throws one bit here and another there into 
the sea and leaves them, they come together again 
and join up: they recognise their related fragments, 
and attaching themselves grow together. And it is 
by some marvellous and peculiar force of Nature that 
they become whole pete 


48. With a view to increasing the offspring of their come): 

imulants 

animals their keepers and herdsmen at the mating for animals 

season take handfuls of salt and of sodium carbonate 

and rub the genitals of their female asses and goats 

andmares. These substances produce in the animals 

a greater appetite for sexual intercourse. Others 

rub their parts with pepper and honey; others 

again with sodium carbonate and nettle-seed. And 

some have in fact applied Cretan alexanders and 

sodium carbonate. And from the consequent 

irritation the females of a herd cannot contain 

themselves but go mad after the males. 


49. There is not one of the largest Cetaceans that The largest 
of the 
comes near the shore or the beach or “ leprous ’ (that ¢ Cetaceans 
is, rocky) spots or into shallow water: they live in 


the deeps. The largest of them are the Sea-lion, 
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mapoadis Kal of picadot Kal 4 mphoTis Kal 7 


/ / 
Kadoupern udaAlyn: Svoavrayw@vorov dé apa <Td> 1 
/ “~ 
Onpiov totro Kat duayov. Kal 6 Kptos Setvov 2 
ra \ f ? 3 
CHov Kat KivOuvov pépov, eb Kat moppwlev pavein, 
* ~ / _ 
th THs Oadarrys rapa€er Kat TH KAvdwv v3 
? / 
épyalerat. Kal vawwa,* 
A f 4 ~ A ‘ ~ 
vavTiAAopevolts avTH ye. Kuva@v de rept dtadopds 
1 35 ~ 3 
Kal GAKAS avwrépw elroy. 


50. At xaoropides CGdv eiot Oadarriov, Kat én 
Tats axrats Kal Tais méTpats Tats mpoBeBAnuévats 
amTognpov Tia KwKuTOY pefiGor, Kal wpvovTat 
Bapvrara. tovtov towvy Tod. yyov GoTis av 
aKoven,® apuerd of éoTt, Kal od peTa paKpov 
amobvyoKke. Kat 7% dddAdawa S€ THs Oaddrrns 
mpoeior Kat areaiverat TH axriv. Kvedaia 8 at 
Pda e€iaoe waddov: 7dn pwévroe kal peonuBptas 
ovons * Kafeddovot ris Baddrrns Ew. TobTd Tot 
Kat “Opnpos noe, Kat ev “Odvoceia tov MevéAcwy 
meToiNnKe TO Trcuayep kat T® Ileovorpate 
Trepinyovpevov THY KoiTHY adTav THVdE, OTE TA €v 
Ddpw Kal meépt ITpwrews TOU Dadarriou daisovos 
adrots 6 Mevédews dueEHer Kal THs pavreias, Tv 
enavrevoate ot 6 llpwrevs dv eizov. 


| 

D1. TptyAns mépt avwrépw «imovy 6 Oé od« 
“~ >” > ? “ 

elrrov, viv épd. ev "HAevotn rysas eyer ex tdv 


1 <7é> add. H. 

2 idety eyPpdv. 

3 Ges: 76 KAvddvov atros MSS, adrés del. H. 
4 Schn from Opp. Hal. 1. 372: fdyawa. 

: bp, ovde epyalerat. 


a 
braKovoey. ? odons Kal. 
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the Hammer-headed Shark,* the Sea-leopard, the 
great Whales,* the Pristis, and the fish called 
Maltha. This last monster is a terrible antagonist 
and invincible. The Ram-fish ® also is a creature 
to be dreaded and is dangerous, even if it emerges 
at a distance, owing to the upheaval in the sea and 
the wave which it creates. The Sea-hyena too is no 
auspicious sight for seafarers. As to Sharks, I have 
spoken above of their different kinds and of their 
strength. . 


50. Sea-calves ¢ are marine animals, and on head- 
lands and projecting rocks they utter a kind of 
ominous cry and a very deep roar. And moreover 


whoever hears this sound, for him there is no escape, 


but he dies soon after. | 


The Whale too comes out of the sea and warms The Whale 


itself in the sun. But Seals emerge for choice when 


it is dark, although they do in fact sleep on shore at The Seal 


midday. Homer knew this, and in the Odyssey 
[4. 400] he has represented Menelaus explaining to 
Telemachus and Pisistratus this habit they have of 
resting, when he was telling them of what happened 
at Pharos and of the sea-god Proteus and of the 
prophecy which was uttered by the aforesaid Proteus. 


51. I have spoken above @ of the Red Mullet, but The Rea 
what I did not mention then I willnow. At Eleusis 


4 The only animals in the list that have been certainly 
identified. — 

> See below, 15. 2 n. 

¢ Generally taken to mean‘ Seals,’ but the description that 
follows points rather to the Walrus; and so Gossen (§ 215) 
understands the word. 

@ See 2. 41. 
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, eee, | ~ e¢ ? ‘ ~ ~ “~ 

pvovpevery, Kat dutrAods 6 Adyos THs Tynts 1 THO8se: 
> ON \ ~ ‘i 

ot pev paow, eet rpls Tod €rous TikrTel ot d€ 
_ % s ? On 2 

evret TOV Aaywv é€obier, damep otv EcoTw avOpurmu 
a) fl # , 2A ‘ / = 
AVATHPOPOS. tow l 
ae pos s 0€ €p@ Te wept TpiyAns Kal 


52. Ilérovras 6€% érav delowot Kat €&adAovrat 
THs Gaddrrns at te revides Kal ot i€paxes of 
Gadarrio. Kat 4 yedidav 7% meAayia. Kal ai pep 
revives emt pnvorov arTovot Tols mTEpvyiots, 
Kal edapptlovot ye eavTas vod, Kal Kara ayéAas 
opvibwy diknv dépovrar Kow7: at dé yedddves 
xVapaAwrepav mowdvra THY TTHOW: ob ye pv 
lépaxes Umrep THY aAuny pépovrat oAtyov, ws ports 
OTe wn VHXOVTAL GAAG TéTOVTAL KATAYVOVAL. 


| 53. “AdGyrar dé dpa, ix9bs Kat mAavavTat ot 
pev alpdor, worrep obv ayéAat Opeupatwv 7 Tabes 
omhurav toboat Kata tAas Kat ddAayyas, ot Sé ev 
Koop@ Kara oTotyov epxovrau, ot dé, dains dv 
avrovs eivat Acxovs. HpiOpnvrar Sé és Sexddas 
dou Kal TAVTH GuVveovoLW: HON Oé€ VAYOVTAL Kal 
Kara, Cetyos twes. dAdow S€ oixovpodow év tois 
gwreois Kai evravOot Kkatralaouw. 


54. HuvOdvopa de Ore dpa? ot vopevtuchy 
dewol ory eéAwow eri mpednv ra Ca emidoivat, 
apatpotow adray Td Kepara. Kal Tovs Tpd&yous 
oray eVeAwow es pig mpolvporépous épydoacbat, 
upw xplovow atra&v ras pivas, Kat Ta yéveva, 


i 3 fF 4 3 
airtas. = de tyes. 3 dpa ort, 
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ON ANIMALS, IX. 51-54 


it is held in honour by the initiated, and of this 


e honour two accounts are given. Some say, it is 
_ pecause it gives birth three times in a year; others, 
~~ pecause it eats the Sea-hare, which is deadly to man. 


I shall perhaps recur to the Red Mullet. 


52. Squids, Flying Gurnards,* and Flying-fish Flying-fish 


_ when scared fly and leap out of the sea. Squids leap 


furthest with the aid of their fins and rise high and 
are borne along together in flocks like birds. Flying- 
fish wing their flight at a lower level. The Flying 
Gurnards however move at so little distance above 
the surface of the sea, that you can hardly tell that 


they are not swimming but flying. 


53. It seems that Fishes roam and wander about, Fish moving 


some in masses, like troops of animals or bands of 
hoplites marching in ranks or in lines ; others advance 
in an orderly column; others again you would say 
were in companies. Others are numbered off by 
tens and swim together in that formation; there are 
even some that swim in couples, while there are 
others that remain at home in their lairs and spend 
their lives there. 7 | 


in formation 


54. I have ascertained that skilled herdsmen when Various 


@ See Thompson, Gk. fishes, p. 287. 
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oe. . . ‘ treatments 
wishing to fatten their animals, remove their horns. for domestic 


And when they wish to stimulate their he-goats 00° 
couple, they rub perfume on their nostils; they even 
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pero. Kat éxetva ypiovor. tav abta@v. amddw re 
Tijs dyav ope€ews avacréAdovow, édy tis adrev 
peoas Tas ovpas arodjnon Aivw. “ApiorotéAns S¢ 
dnot ras immous éxBddAew ra EuBpva, édav er} 
mheov coppHowvrat GpvaddAidos Adxvov éoBeopéevns.} 
covey de OTL mpos Tovs KUVas ToOvs oiKoUpods iva 
pn aodidpackwot Teréxyvactat exelvo. THY odpay 
atTav Kadam perpyoavres xpiovor Tov Kddapov 
Bovripw, efra pévro. Siddacw adtois TrEpiArypy~ 
cacGa: abrdv. Kai Katapevovei dacw womep ody 


dedELEVOL, 


55. “Tova be Kal exeiva, Kuvds. ovy tAaKkrodow,, 
EL TIS EYWY OUpay yadjs odv éavTd eira mpdceton,” 
yadhs o nv €Onpace pév, damoxdias 88 thy 
mpoeipy Levy ovpay cira adfke Coav adriy, 
ovos de ob Bpcwpjoeras, Eav adtod THs obpas rifov 
aTApTHONS, ws Pact. 


56. “Ep apa Depei, ToAAoG mdvuy odddpa Tob 
TAtov evarpdlovros, ot ededavres aAAjAoUS ypiov- 
ow ‘Ade mraxeta, Kat adrois adrn piyos Te Tapéyer 
Kal ouKlas UmdvTpov Twos 7) dévdpots Kal KAdSots 
audiragods 7diwv éort tois Cots rots mpoeipnue- 
vols. ovToL pwnratrotow icyvpds, Kat aicOnow 
oguTarny Exovet. mpolact yodv aAdjAwy ® 68o- 
Trowbtvres, Kal OG ‘ye mp@tos (tact yap Kara 
oTotxyov) Tis ev moot méas aicOduevos Kat drt 
OuABov avpurrrot ex THs Tapakatcews ouvvels 
airay, avaong THY moav Kat didwor TO Kardmw 
cogpaivesbas, Kat exetvos TH wer adTove Kal WOE 
7 avridoats ws av etros Sid dvTwv Epyerat. Kal 
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a anoint their chins as well. On the other hand they 


restrain an excessive appetite by tying a cord round 
the middle of the animals’ tails. And Aristotle 
asserts [HA 604 b 30] that mares miscarry if for some 
length of time they smell an extinguished lamp- 
wick. I have heard also of this device to stop 
house-dogs from running away: they measure the 
length of their tail with a rod, smear the rod with 
butter, and then give it to the dog to lick. And the 
dogs remain at home, they say, as though they were 
fastened up. 


55. Here is another peculiarity of Dogs. They How to. 


silence Dogs 


will not bark if one approaches them holding the 


tail of a marten; but after cutting off the said taj] Donkeys 


of the captured marten, one must let it go alive. 
And a Donkey will not bray if you suspend a stone 
from its tail, so they say. 


56. In the season of summer when the sun’s blaze The 
is at its strongest Elephants smear one another wi 
thick slime: this affords them coolness and is more 
agreeable to the aforesaid animals than a home 
beneath a cave or embowered in trees and branches. 
They are good at tracking by scent and have a very 
keen sense of smell. At any rate on the march one 
precedes another, and the leader (they move in 
single file) takes note of the grass at his feet, and 
when he realises from the brushing that men have 
passed that way, he pulls up the grass and gives it to 
the elephant behind him to smell, and he in turn to 


i tt tt 


1 éoBeopevyy. 2 apoceie. Cobet. 8 gAAjAots. 
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wevror <Kaly + és rov odpayobyra érav ddixnran, 
6 0€ péya emjynoev, ot 5é worep ody otvOnud, 
otpariatat*® AaBovres elra pévro. extpémovrat és 
Ta THY opdv dyxkn Kat ddon 7) Tov EADY rh 
Kowdrepa Kat pevTot Kal THY mediwv doa Kong 
rots Oduvois. mévtws Sé Hv ? Karaore(Bovow 
avOpwrot, tavrnv dmodipdoKovow: 
yap Totro To C@ov 
at vopat emAirwow,* ot ev ® tas pilas eopvr- 
Tovaw Kat ovrobdvra Kat ravras,® of 8€ dmiacr 
Cyrotvres xtAdv. Kat 6 ye évtuyav TO Onpdpar 
mpérros airy dmoorpepas Kael TOUS OVYV6LOUS 
5 
Kat emt Ye TO Epuatov avTods dyeL. 


e ~ 
dhopdvrar 


D7. “Ev 8€ 7@ yeywdu 7H Pracordrw, Kvpa~ 
vovons pev THs Oaddrrys, oKAnpov ye pv tev 
avepwy Kat Blowov Karamvedvrwy, dpittovor rhv 
avvrpogov Te dpa Kal didnv ot iyOves Oddarrar. 
Kal ob pev adtayv tots mrepuyiow enapdvrar rh 
Ydppov, Kat éavtods émyAvydoavres trobdArov- 
ow, ot 5€é brreobyrat™ ria métpav, ev oxénn TE 
Tob Kpvovs Kat pdda ye doudvws Hovydlovow: 
ot d€ és Tovs pvyods To’ meAdyous Karabdovres 
eira, tTHV dvwlev dpixny e&ékAwav Kdtw Kal év 
Budd ®- ody otrws ydp dacw womep odv ava 
dtodaiver ® re Kal tUnTew TO KOGA dyptatvor. 
vrapxyopevov de Tod Hpos Kat Tob ev depos 
padpod yevouévov, Tdv bé duTdv OdAdew adpyoue- 
vow Kat TOv AEyLdvwv Ta otvTpoda KoUavTwr, 
yadyva TE TA TOD TEAdyous Kal drevdia aicbd- 


1 <at> add. H, 
3 Jac: H. 


2 orparid or orpartas. 
4 xaroAlrwot. 
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» sight call it 
Ma ce to the one who is bringing up the rear, when 
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: hind him.. And this exchange, as you 
the one be pee through the whole herd, until it 


ets loudly. Whereupon like soldiers at a 

qeael they turn sade to vales and thickets in oe 

ountains or to low-lying marshes or even to leve 

ec the bushes are dense. oe at ie 

avoid land which is trodden by men, tor 

ee me ee whom they suspect as their worst 

enemy. And when their feeding-grounds fail some 

of them dig up roots and eat them, while others g° 

off in search of fodder. And the Elephant that is 

first to find what he is seeking turns back and calls 
his fellows and leads them to his lucky discovery. 


57. In the severest winter when the sea is stormy 
and the winds are blowing fierce and strong, Fish 
dread their native and beloved sea. And some of 
them heap up sand with their fins and so covered 

hemselves warm, 
me ok and are glad to rest sheltered from ay 
cold. Others again hasten down to the recesses : 
the sea and there below in the depths avoid 
agitation from above. For, men say, the fury of the 
waves does not at that depth swell and batter them 
as it does above. But at the beginning of spring 
when the sky grows bright and plants begin to put 

their leaves 
sea herbage, the Fish observing that the sea . 
smooth and calm, mount up and leap about an 
ee 


: be. 4 if 4 ? ? 4 . 7 
6 gdrds, Kat of prev eoPiovar Kat TaUTaS. 
7 Srodvovra: H. 

® Srodd H 
8 Buoo@. vovoavery HH. 
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wim close to the shore as though they were return- 


e 3 , 
pevot ot ixyftes, dvaldovat Kal mddot, xg, 


/ o~ o ? @ > : ; 
mhnoiov THS YS VYXOVTAL, WoTrEp OUV HKOVTES ee 
amroonias. : 


an trae ee FN OER SER EE 


_ 68. These, it seems, are the three creatures which Longevity 
from the smallest beginnings grow to the largest piephant 
gige; among aquatic animals the Crocodile, among 
pirds the Ostrich, and among quadrupeds the 
Elephant. And Juba relates that his father possessed 
an Elephant of a great age that was descended from 
remote ancestors; and that Ptolemy Philadelphus 
had an Ethiopian Elephant which had lived for many 

ears and partly from its association with men and 

artly from its training had become exceedingly 
docile and gentle. He also tells of an Elephant 
from India which belonged to Seleucus Nicator, and 
he says moreover that it survived down to the 
supremacy of the Antiochi.@ 


58. Tpic. dé cpa Tatra, ex Boayiorwv péyiore, 
Ca yiverau TOV [EV evdopanv 6 KpoKddtAos, THv dé 
dnonrepwv 7 orpovdos ) peydaAn, TOV ye phy > 
rerpanddwv 6 edégas. éyer Bé 6 "IdBas yevéobas aa 
pev adrod 7H marpt modverh AiBuv éAddavra 
KaTiovTa ex TOV ave rot yevous: Kat UroAcualy 
de 7@ OradédAdw Aifioma, kat €exeivov éx Too 
Bidoavra yeveotas TPUOTATOV KAL YUEPWTATOY Th 
jev ex THs mpos rovs avUpwrovs ovvtpodias, rd 
be 1 gwdAevbévra: Ledevxov tre Tob Nix&ropos 
i: doer “Ivddv édéharta, Kal pévror xal 
iapi@vat rotrov péype TH dv “Avrio 
émixpareias dnoty. pe ee Se pales 





59, All Fish that have a river or some lake near to Seafish 
their native sea, when they are about to spawn Swit fresh water 
out of the salt water, choosing in preference to the 
waves water that is calm and not at all upheaved and 
lashed by gales. For the tranquillity of river and 
lake is well adapted to receive their offspring and. to 

reserve their young from harm and from attack, 
both for other reasons and especially because of the 
absence or paucity of savage creatures. And lakes 
and rivers normally enjoy this freedom. That is the 
reason why the Euxine abounds in such a quantity 
of fish: it has not learnt to foster monsters. If it 


a Seleucus Nicator reigned 312-280 B.c.; Antiochus I, 280- 


59. pAxGues. do0t ToTapov yelrova TH Vadarry 7H 
ouvTpopy Kéxryvra, 7) Kat Aluyny twa Sdrav 
pedAwor Tikrew, eKVHYovTaL THS GAuyns, THdv 2 
KUPATOV TO akAvoTov vdowp mpoatpotpevoe Kat 
TOPATTOMEVOY bao Tov TVEVLATWY Kal TUTTOWEVOV 
RKLOT.. aya.) yap avrois ) Tav ddaTwv eipyry 
<TH) : Aoxetay drodeLacbat Kai dvdAd&at aowh te 
Kab avemtBovrAevTa Ta* Bpépyn tH Te aAAN Kal 
perros Kal dia THY TOY Onpdv epnpiav Kat ondyuy: 
pidodar Oe mws THVvdE THY eAcvOepiay exe at TE 
Aipwvat Kat ot morapot. évbev tor Kat troAdots 


| 
} 


LEBLER SIENA ERS 


SALE GANGA TAGE EE AEREENSASRET CU DSTELESEDESESUABEEEERIL ANTES TREE 











276 277 


iyQvdow edbevetrar 6 Kv ) fa ya 
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does breed the seal and dolphins, they are of the 
smallest, but from all other pests the fishes here are 


protected. 


deAgivas Bpaxiorovs, <dAAa>1 trav ye? Grd 
amdvrwy ot THE tyOis € : iot | ” 
Hoe ixOds év oxéry cioiv. 


¢ , 
60. At Daddrroae BeAdvar Aentat odcar?® Kq} 
? 
ee : euppvwr pytpav ovK éyovoar Thy 
~ ? 
veqv Tov evdov Bpeddv od Pépovow GAda pyyvour- 
Tat, K&L TOUTOY TOV TpdTOVY ov TL i 
a TOV p ov TiKTovaw GarAdd 
exBdaAAovot Ta TéKVa. 


60. Pipefishes are slender, and having no womb The Pipefish 
to contain their foetus they are unable to endure 
the growth of their young within their bodies, but 
purst open; and in this way they do not give birth 
to, but eject, their offspring. 


61. Adyerar dé ra i t 

‘ Tat O€ TA tyvN Kal TA yrwpi D 

Ge Sirsa xy Kor Ta yrwpiopara Tév 
oe Hywarav pa mavu te eivas d7Aa Kal 
veal Kal TO atrwov éxeivo elvat truvOdvopat 
rs) 2 AN / : 

EVTATOV EOTL TO e€ aris Pdppakov kal Svadpapeiy 
wkKLoTOV. ovKOtY fH pev eve SS ode fas 
pera es 1) pev evegu, TO O0€ OUK €TLTIO~ 

evel, aAAa és TOUS Eow mdpous KaToAocbaver, Kat 

4 “~ 
Tis wav emupavetas Kat TOU xpwros TOD bmd Tv 
3 “” 
oyu apavilerat, wletrar dé evdoov. &vOev tor ral 
T et é “ : 

js K Acomarpas 6 Odvarros Tos audi Tov LeBaoroy 
O / 

B mdvy Te padics eyvwobn adda ope, S00 KevTna- 
Tw Kal pada dvabed. L 
340e a a ye dvotedrav Kal dvobnparwv 

\ “~ 
edith t cov epupddy TO TOU Yavdtov aivtyya, 
~ Cal > ° 
oo s TE Li ixyy Tod rijs aomidos atpuaros 
pavn, mpd nha Tols Exovor THs TOUTWY KUHoEws 
Tav Cwwv THY toTOpiay VTA. 


61. It is said that the traces and indications of The bite of 
the bites of the Asp are far from evident or easy to eae 
detect. And the reason for this is, I learn, as follows. 

The Asp’s poison is exceedingly sharp and spreads 
very rapidly.. So when the Asp fastens on a man 
the poison does not remain on the surface but 
penetrates to the inner passages of the body and 
disappears from view and from the skin before one’s 
eyes, and presses inwards. That, you see, is why 
the manner of Cleopatra’s death was by no means 
easily recognised by Octavian’s companions, but only 
after a time when two punctures, hard to detect and 
discover, were observed, and through them was 
revealed the riddle of her death. Besides, marks 
of the Asp’s trail were visible, and they were clear 
to persons acquainted with the movements of these 


creatures. 
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, 6 
62. TTouarniov ‘Poddov ‘Pwpatois ayopavopody- 
ros ev Ilavalnvaiots 4 j Lv?) 

ia nvatous pappaxorpiBns avnp Kal 
Tous odes €s Ta Oadpata® tpeddovrwy 
3 

1 <add) add, He 2 rip BE 

3 ovcat KoATwOn. 


4 ai > ” mt 
. OL ? 3 ~ ~ 
7 a cle 7H “Pwpaiwr dyop& dpaoAa. 
088: Tpavpara. 


62. When Pompeius Rufus was Aedile at the Death ofa 


Panathenaea® a medicine-man, one of those who ae 


keep snakes for show, amid a crowd of his fellow- 


LR Ete ned ve 


@ Tlavabjvaa is used as an equivalent for the Roman Quin- 
quatrus, a festival held in March. Pompeius was Consul in 
88 p.c. and a colleague of Sulla. 
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¢ # ¢ , | 
ETEPWVY OLOTEYVWY é DV, & 
‘0 HOTeXvwY TapEeoTaTev moAAGY, aomtSo, 


A ~ 
kara tot Bpaytovos mpoodyer és eheyyov abros 


~ / 1 \ 29 7 
Tijs copias Kat €d7x0n. elra 7H oTdpare 
e€euvlnoe TO KaKdv. UO S obk en 4 

euUCnoe TO KaKov. VOwp dé odK emippodioas, 
ov yap Tapijv, Karo. TapeoKevacpévov ot (dveré- 
Tpamro de €€ émBovdAs 7d oxebos), ofa pu} éx- 
KAvoas Tov tov pndée a 4 wv Bi 
ee Hoe | azroppuypaytevos, tov Biov 
Siedler < PETA Tepav oiwar Sevrépav, od 
adyay ovde ev, TOD pevToL KaKOD Hovyy diacray- 
Tos avrTov Ta ovAa Kal TO oTdua. 


63. Tod npos evarudlovros Kal Tis yhs éEav- 
Bovdons olorpov te adpodiolov Ta Cha bromipmia- 
TOL Kal pynuovedet yapwv, Kat aAArAow ovpaTde- 
KeoOar opy&? ra Te dpea Kat doa evOadarredves 
Kat perewporropel doa. ta&v dé ixPdwr of prev 
Tals” Yappos mpocamorpiBovor Ta da amTuKva 
ovra Kat adAjAwy xd L O€ sh é 
VTO, MAwv Exopeva, ot d€ vnxdpevor ebra 
exBadovat mapmrond TL TOV WY TO YpHua, Kat of 
Karomw véovres 7a m0AAG Katamivovow. 78 
HEVTOL Kat OL appeves Tponyobvras Kat Tod Bopod 
amoppaivovow,* at d€ Ayre émducvat Kab mdvy 
ye amdjorws Tepiyavotoat eumimAavrat: Kal 7d€ 
cor 7 pikis adrdv. dri dé ixdwy twés Kal 
ovvorkobow ws yaperais, Kal dudAdrrovow atrds 
Kat Cndorumia tis Kat ev iyOiwv yéveow ééd- 
TTETAL, AVWTEPW ElroV. 


: sogias: 6 dé rapéoyev. 
> “ eed 
5 Opye V, opéyeras other MSS. 
: Jac: rots. 
Jac: mpocanoppaivovarw. 
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ON ANIMALS, IX. 62-63 


practitioners applied an asp to his arm in order to 


demonstrate his skill, and was bitten. Thereupon 
he sucked out the poison with his mouth. He failed 
however to swallow some water afterwards, there 
peing none at hand although he had got some ready 
(the vessel had been upset by an act of treachery), 
and as he had not washed off the poison and 
thoroughly rinsed his mouth he passed away after, 
I believe, two days without suffering any pain, 
though the poison had little by little reduced his 
gums and his mouth to putrescence. 


63. When spring is at its height and the earth is Fishes and 


putting forth her blossoms, animals are filled with an 
amorous impulse and bethink them of wedlock, and 
all that dwell in mountain or sea or that fly in the 
air desire to embrace one another. Among the 
Fishes there are some that rub off their eggs, massed. 
and clinging together, on the sand; others as they 
swim spawn a great quantity of eggs, most of which 
are swallowed by those that swim in the rear.® In 
fact the males lead the way and scatter milt, and the 
females that follow, open-mouthed and quite in- 
satiable, swallowit. This is their method of coupling. 
I have explained above how some fishes actually live 


with the females and look after them as though they 


were their wives,® and that even among the various 
kinds of fishes the fires of a sort of jealousy ° break 
forth. 


® Op. Hat. 2. 93. b See 1. 14. 


¢ See 1. 25. 
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64. Aéye dé ‘AptororéAns, rat Anudkpiros mpd | 


> i , , 
exeivou, Weogpaords Te €k TpiTwy Kal adds 
‘ih a@. Qipa Dar snldeddannote bbs, ant 
1 TQ GAuup@ ware tpépeobas tous tyOis, GAA 
TO TropayLeprypeven * th Gadrarrn yAvKedt dar. 
“~. 4, . 
Kat EEL OOKEL TWS AmTLOTOV, OL avTa@V Tov ~ 
BeAesaiias, RowiPels 40 Aephey'6 wen (Neca: 
iy: oor y/ €isS oe eyvev G TOU Nixopayou 
ae civat Te TOTYLOY VOwp ev maon Oaddrrn, Kal 
é 3 b 
é eyxecau TaUTyH. €l TiS ayyeloy Ex Knpob 
“~ \ 
idee xothov Kat Aerrov Kalein Kevov és ri 
\ 
re OTTAV, Esdipas mobev wore avipyjoacbat dvvac- 
Gt, VUKTOS dveAPovons Kat nuépas apvrerar 4 
) 
mrem\nopevov yAvKéos TE Kat moTiov vdaTos 5 
av . nd \ al 
. 70. ean ri pel lg de O “Axpayavrivos Adve 
oN i yond ev Th Gadatrn vdwp od maar ® 
*~~ 3 
eee Tpopiiov de Tov txfdwy. Kal THY aiTiay 
TO “ o~ 
rode Tob ev Tf dAun yAvkawopevov rA€éyer duotkhy 
nv exeilerv eioeobe. 


65. Ot pvovpevor Toiv Wcoty ovK dv macavro 
yareot pacw: od yap adrov elvar kafapov sdyov 
ie T@ oTomarre rixrer. od rixrew Sé adrév enor 

eyouow, adda deioavTa Tt T&v émiBovdAevdvTwr 
TO oxvaAdkua Katamivey Kal anokptnrew, efra 
Tob popycavros Tapadpayovros CavrTa ad&us 
avepev. Tis de TptyAgs ovK av yevoaLTo ob avTol 
pvorau, Oude pyv n THs “Hpas ris & "Apyes 
Lépela Kal TAS YE aiTias avw mov eimev olda. 


1 é 
THAPAKELLEVED. 2 robro. 3 yuKros dé 
4 apverat 5 od ; sears 
; vdaTos eaTor. 5 wave m. 2? 
« Aristotle. 


> Demeter and Persephone, i 
* @,y had ° 
mysteries were celernted: aH none eneuE he aan 
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ON ANIMALS, IX. 64-65 


— 64. Aristotle [HA 


7 590 a 18], and Democritus 
pefore him [Diels / orsok® 1. 295; 2. 126], and third 


in order Theophrastus [CP 6. 10. 2] assert that fish 
salt water but by the fresh 


are not nourished by 


water that is mingled with the sea. 
seems almost incredible, the son 0 
wishing to confirm the statement by 


says that in every sea 


And since this 
f Nicomachus,? 
actual practice, 


there is some drinkable water, 


and that it can be proved in this way. If 


a thin, hollow vessel of wax 


into the sea, having 


hauled up, after a night and a day it is, 


up, full of fresh 


Empedocles of Agrigentum as 
PPF' that there is some fresh w 


one makes 


and lets it down empty 


attached it so that it can be 


when drawn 


and drinkable water. And 


serts [ fr. 66 Diels 
ater in the sea, not 


indeed perceptible to all, though it does nourish 


fishes. And this sweetenin 
brine he says is due to natural c 


learn from his writings. 


g of the water in the 
auses, which you may 


65. It is said that those who have been initiated 
f the two goddesses ° will not certain fish 


into the Mysteries o 


touch Dog-fish, for (they say) it is no 
since it gives birth through its mouth. 
ever maintain that it does not do so, but that when 


its young have been frighte 
life, it swallows and hides them away, 


clean food, 
Some how- 


ned by attempts on their 
and that when 


the scare has passed, it again ejects them alive. 
And these same initiates would not taste of a Red 
Mullet, nor would the priestess of Her 


The reasons for this 
above somewhere.° 


Ne 


IT know that I hav 


¢ See ch. 51. 


a at Argos. 
e explained 


283 


Fresh water - 
in the sea 


Initiates 
abstain from 





rhghet 







_ AELIAN ON ANIMALS, IX. 66 


66. I have not forgotten that I have in a previous Mating of 
passage * told of the mating of Viper and Moray ey 
and how they couple, the Moray emerging from the 

sea, the Viper fromitsden. But what I did not tell, 

I now will, When the Viper intends to couple with 

the Moray, in order to appear gentle as befits a 
pridegroom, he disgorges and throws up his poison, 

and then with a soft hissing sound, as though raising 

a kind of pre-nuptial wedding chant, summons his 
bride. And when they have together completed 

their amorous revels, the fish makes for the waves 

and the sea, while the snake gulps down his poison 

again and goes back to his native haunts. 


@ See 1. 50. 


: | 
- 66. Eyews pev Kal pupaivns yduous Kal Siw — 
a.AAq Aves optrodow, 4 ev mpoiotea. ris 1 Baddrrns 7 
6 de eléprreav 708 dwareot, év rots mpdobev eimey 
ovK emAeAnopar. 6 de obK elzov viv dv eizoun 
pédruv 6 exis dpidetv adr, va Sdén mpaos ch 
ampere * vuudie, rov idv dene? kat exBddreu ; 
a7 e i \ , oe 
ovrws trocupicas tiv vop.onv mapaxare, otovel 
Mpoyapuov Tivo, Duévatov avapedwas. drav dé ré, 
Tis dppodtatov omovdts teAdowot pet’ aAAHAwy 
Cpyia, 7 wey emt Te TH KUpaTa Kal THY OdAaTroy 
wpyncev, 6 dé avappodijcas tov idv atOis és ra, 
non Ta olKeta émdvevow. 


Li: (HAS Reena Eee BESET ee Haeuietae 
REALE TSIEN EUG ere ee net evan ee a8 tame 
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ex THs. 2 ws mpéret} kal mpérwy. 
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1. Yaaviws edepas epG, dacw or. ydp 
? if > 
cwMppwrv, ws ava por AdAeKTal. aKovw 8° ody 1 
3 ¢ 
edehavtwv mdfos épwrikxdv, Kat d&tov Oavpdoar 
/ o ~ 
auTo. 6 O€ mémuopat, exelvd EeoTwW. avip Tits 
é id 
ToUTwWY aypas odvK arretpos, Stvaytv AaBav ex 
/ a 6 
Baotléws rod ‘Payaiwy? Kat otadels emt thy 
4 4 ? a 
Gnpav Kard tt efos trois Mavpovoiots émtyapuor, 
\ Ed a 4 
dnow ev ovyypadh véav pdoyov eAddavros wpatay 
e > ? ~ “~ 
ws €Kelvols idety ovveAdety éedédavTe véw Kal 
ant f ** 
KaA@, mpeaBdtepov Sé dAdov, eire avip jv cir, 
3 4 ~ f ¢ s 
EPAGTNS THS TpoEeipHnuerns, WomTep odv ariuacbérTo, 
> ~ “ 4 / 
ayavaxTioa Ouugd yap Puaiw eEadbeis dpynoe 
? 3 4 A 
pev,® eADaw de emi Tov véov Kai KaAdv Kal ovpTEcay 
> > ¢ e ¢ 7 “ot 
ciTa EuaxeTo, ws UTrép Twos H vUEdNS } épwpéevns 
2 ~ ~ 
ddy@v. Kat és Toootrov dpa aAAjAots ovvipagay,* 
e 3 f ~ 
ws aypotépots Cyutwlfvat tra Képara. éviknoe 
PS) 4 ie 4 LAA \ 3 , 2 3 ? / ¢€ 
€ ovderepos, aAAa améorpepav am daAdjAwy ot 
% / > ~ 
Onparat BdAdovres, ret Kal aypetor® rd Aoumdv 
iy ~ ¢ ? 
yoav Tav OrAwy adypynievor. epwrixt pev 81 
é 3 ~ 3 LA ” 
ayn €pacTay édedhavrwv iodtysos péype Too 
/ > fan -] 
tédovs evratia dverratoato. ¢iAcero S¢ 6 Idpus 
1 yoiv. 
2 “P. adda “AAdEavdpos dvopa. 
3 4 + 357 é PA 
Bev Kat dAiyou mavras Siédbetpev. 
4 guvippatav. 
5 axpetor ovpParely. 
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BOOK X 


Elephant is seldom in love, they say, for, An 
pena: And yet ouny 


as I have remarked earlier on,* it is sober. 
I learn of Elephants experiencing the passion of love, 
and the tale is one to excite astonishment. And this 
have learnt. 

. ewe who had some knowledge of the method of 
hunting these animals obtained leave from the 
Roman Emperor and set out to hunt them in the 
manner of the natives of Mauretania. He tells in 
his narrative how he saw a young female Elephant, 
comely as Elephants can be, coupling with a lier 
and beautiful male, while another older male 
(whether it was the husband or the lover of the 
aforesaid female) was furious as though it had been 
scorned. For inflamed with violent passion 1t rushed 
forward and coming up to the young and beautiful 
Elephant, fell upon it and began to fight, like a sre 
filled with resentment over the conduct of his wi 7 
or his mistress. And the two dashed together wit 
such force that both damaged their tusks. And 
neither was victorious, but the hunters separated 


them by hurling missiles at them, for the animals . 


| i heir 

Ipless as soon as they were deprived of t 
aaa So a lovers’ contest between elephant 
lovers, equally balanced up to the end, was there 
brought to a close. And Paris was being dragged 


a See 8. 17. 
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e. 4 ~ , 1 a . : 
vmo Tob Mevéhew Kai Hyyero Tod iudvros adrdy 


/ ~ 4 “A 
mueCovros Tob bd TO Kpaves, 
rd / wv / A 
Kal VU Kev elpvoceV TE KaL doTETOY HpaTo KOSo¢s 


6 Tod ’Atpéws, ef ut) Eppd Ev 6 ids, ado 

> 7 WS, Eb pa eppayy pev O yds, avrov §é 
efnpTacev 4 Atos Kat Avavys aicyiorny pdyny 
Kat dvavdpov pmenaynuevov, Kat ameABaw 6 derds 
exdlevde eta THs peuwouyevperns. 


> f 4 id 
_ 2. IyOves d€ dpa od <Kata>} ri adtiv dpav 
id / > \ € Ou : 
Es appodirny mpobupor, aAAG, ot pev Hpos émOdpvur- 
? 7 
Tat, ob d€ Odpevov cidjyao. THY Opuiy rivde, ev? 
TH oT wo LAA A PS) X\ “~ Can) e Py 
2 oTapg ardor, Kat dua, Tob xeyudvos deLdrrov- 
TOL TWVES ES THY TMpoELpHuEeryY orovdyY. Kal of 
“~ ate 4 _ 
per mActoto. Tob erous dmak @dtvavres fro, 
7 4 > 
ay AdBpaxa 5é dxotw Kal émurixren, 
4 \ a 
T ~ 
rpiyAny dé Kal tpis Kvew KaTnyope dact Kal rd 
ovo. 


_ 3. “Hpddoros héyen tas Kapndrovs ev ois 
omuabev oxéheow <éyew)>*® rérrapas * pypods 
Kal WevTOL Kal yovara rooabra, Td Sé dppa Sud 
TOV oxy trav Katémw mpds® rv odpav 
reTpagpiar avrats. 


‘ 9S ‘ 3 , v > 2 
4. Tas ols Tas ApaBiay Exel ovpas ayers ws 
mpos Tas dAas Hpddoros Aéya. yen 8€é abrdv 
cans > 4 A 
elvau Oud, 0 avros Symov SiddoKe, Kat wévroe Kal ® 
\ > -A ‘4 
Aéyes ras pev adrav eyew odpds pyxioras, ds 
1 <xaré> add. H. 2 our. 


3 » 
. Cexew) add. Ges. 4 Ges: re mapa. 
és. 8 Kat rotro Kai. 
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along by Menelaus and was being throttled by the 


thong that was pressing him beneath his helmet, and 
the son of Atreus 


‘would now have haled him away and won 
yenown unspeakable ’ [Hom. JU. 3. 373}, 


- had not the thong snapped, and had not the daughter 


of Zeus and Dione (i.e. Aphrodite) snatched him away 
after his most shameful and unmanly fight: and he 
departed, the coward, and slept with the adulteress. 


season for 


2. It appears that Fish are not eager for sexual Mating 


intercourse at the same season, but some couple in Fishes 


spring, others feel the urge in summer, others in the 
autumn, in others again the aforesaid desire is 
gradually kindled during the winter. The majority 
after giving birth once a year, cease; though I am 
told that the Basse gives birth twice, whereas the 
very name of the Red Mullet (rpiyAn) proves, so 
they say, that it does so thrice. 


3. Herodotus states [3. 103] that Camels have 
four thigh-bones in their hind-legs, and the same 
number also of knees, but that their genitals be- 
tween their hind-legs are turned in the direction of 


the tail. 


4. Herodotus states [3. 118] that the Sheep of 
Arabia have tails of abnormal length compared with 
other sheep. And the same writer informs us that 
there are two kinds of Sheep, adding that one kind 
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elvat weTphoavrTe Kat Tprdv miyewv 1 odk €AdTTOUS, 
domep ov et en tis emodtpev, eAxoBoba ay 
adras mavrws tapatpiBouevas mpos TO SdreSop, 
Tous vopeas O€ elvat ayallods xetpoupyeiv od mépa, 2 
Tov auatiowv, at® dwepeidovor tas obpas TOvde 
TOY KTHVOV, Wore amooTéyew Thy EAKwow adrais, 


\ \ > A 
ras 8é€ ols tas érépas pyot amAareias dopey, 
, 


mrarvveobat dé Kai és mHyuv adrds. 


5. Ot KxoyAiat toaow elvat adiot sroAepious 
Tovs mépdiKas Kal Tods Eepmodtovs, Kat adtods 
dmodispackovol, ob dy tows €v0a obTot véwovrar 
KoyAlas du€prrovTas. ot dé Kadovpevor TOY KoyAuadv 
Gpeloves, oVTOL pev Kal amaT@ou Kat meptepyovral 
Twi gvoikh copia Tovs mpoeipnuévovs. Tadv yap 
cupguay dorpakwy mpoeAGovres adTot fev venovTat 
Kara TroAgy THY adevav, ob Oe opvilles ovs elroy 
emi Ta Keva. TOV OoTpaKWY Ws em adbTovs Exeivous 
KaTamérovrat, ovdev de evdpovTes amréppubay ws 
aypeld odiot Kat dveywpnoav' ot € émaveAPdvres 
eira, éexaoTos é€s* tiv idiay oixiay mapHAde, 
KEKOpEopEvos bev €x THs vopts, saleis dé €€ Hs 
ymarnoe TAarys. 


\ ~ 
6. Ilovrixot dé dpa KoAior® tov Tlepody BaotAéda. 
f 7 
jeptpnvraw yetudlovra pev ev Lovoois, Gepilovra, ® 
, iO" a 
é¢ ev "ExBardvois. Kat yap obro. ev pev TH 
? & 
KaAdoupevn Upomovrids yeysdlovow: adeewi) yap 
1 anydy MSS always. 2 odmepap. 


als ? H. 4 Se. 
5 Gron: KxoyAla. : 
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has tails so long as to measure not less than three 


cubits. And if one were to allow the Sheep to trail 
their tails after them, they would be full of sores 
from rubbing along the ground. All that the shep- 
herds can do is to contrive small carts which support 
the tails of these animals and prevent them from 
getting sore. But the other kind of Sheep, he says, 
has broad tails as much as a cubit wide. 


5%. Snails know that partridges and herons are their Tho ‘Areion’ 


enemies; so they escape from them, and in places 
where these birds feed you would never see snails 
crawling about. But the snails which they call 
Areiones deceive and elude the aforesaid enemies by 
natural astuteness. Thus, they emerge from their 
native shells and feed without anxiety, while the 
birds which I mentioned swoop upon the empty 
shells as though they were the actual snails, but 
finding nothing, throw them aside as useless and go 
away. But the Areiones return and pass each to its 
own house, having eaten their fill of food and having 
preserved their lives by their deceptive migration. 


6. It seems that the Spanish Mackerel of the The Spanish 


Fuxine imitate the Persian King who spends the 
winter at Susa and the summer in Ecbatana. For 
these fish pass the winter in the Propontis as it is 
called, since that region is warm, but in the summer 
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8. ‘OQ deAdis 6 OfAvs palods Eyer Kara Tas 
yuvatkas, Kal Onraler ra Bpédn wavy adbdvw Kal 
TOG TH yadraxte. viyovrat dé Kowh ev, Kab? 
nAcciay dé dtaxpilevres: Kal Tis pev mpadrys 
TETaYATAL Ob veot Kal amadoi, erovrat Sé adradv 
TH wnger ol réAcor. PidAdrexvov yap Kai diddorop- 
yov 0 deAdis CGov, Kat dmép Trav Bpeddv dppwbei. 
Kal puiaris Xdpiy ws ev pddayye OTPATLWTLKH ot 
fev THs mpwrys eioiv, ot dé Tis Sevrépas, ot Oe 
THS TpLTNS* Kal TPOVAYOVTaL LEV Ol EOL, émvHYoV- 
Tat b€ at Ordrevat, Kat ot dppeves odpayodtow 
epop@vrés Te Kat mapapvdarrovres tiv rdv 
exyovwv Te Kal T&v yaneTav vatw. Ti mpds 
ratra 0 Néotwp, & xadé “Ounpe, cviep obv des 
TAKTUKWTATOV TeV hpdwy tav Kal’ éavrdv yeyo- 
VEVOL § 


9. "Exw e€yidvys ot pev TH yever. diaddpew, od 
Hevroe Th pucer pact TOV pev yap «iva dppeva, 
THY de OjAevav. ot d€ Kat TH doe Siadédpew 
otovrat: dAdotov per yap Totro elvar Cov, 
aAoiov bé exetvo. aKodw dé twwv Aeydvrwv Tods 
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they live about Aegialus,? because the first-named 
sea affords them gentle breezes. 


7. Lam informed that when Cooks who are masters Cooking a 


of their art wish the stomachs of Red Mullets not to 
burst in the cooking, they kiss their mouths. And if 
this is done the fish are preserved whole, so they say. 


8. The female Dolphin has breasts like a woman The ic 
and suckles its young with a liberal and copious Oune 


supply of milk. And they swim in a body, but 
separated according to age. In the front rank are 
yanged the young and tender, after them swim the 
full-grown ones. The Dolphin loves its offspring and 
is an affectionate creature, anxious for its children, 
and in order to protect them, as with soldiers in line 
of battle, some are with the front rank, others with 
the second, others with the third. The young ones 
swim in front, after them swim the females, and the 
males bring up the rear while they superintend and 
guard closely their offspring and their wives as they 
swim. What, O noble Homer, would Nestor say 
to this—Nestor, whom you celebrate as the best 
tactician among all the heroes of his day? [Cp. Hom. 
Il. 2. 555; 4. 293-309.] 


9. Some maintain that the difference between the The Viper 


Echis and the Echidna is one of sex and not of kind, 
the former being the male viper, the latter the 
female. Others however consider that the differ- 
ence is one of kind, and that the latter belongs to one 
species and the former to another. And I hear 


« Town on the coast of Paphlagonia. 
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~gome say that those who have been bitten by the 
Echis are seized with convulsions, whereas victims 
of the Echidna are not. But others assert that the 
pite caused by the Echidna is white, unlike that of 
the Echis which is livid. And Nicander says [Th. 
931] that in the bite which the Echis implants traces 


of two fangs are visible, but more if it is an Echidna 
that has bitten. 
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tyyn daivecOar: mAcidvey dé, et ddKot 7) ExXLdvVa, 
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Gmoondvy és tovricw: elra exaoTrov efarbavres 
peylorov SévSpov peperpnnevw diacTyyart, as 
unre es TO eumpoobey emmydav exew pyre ent 
moXs méAw dvaxwpely Tod oKiptav Kat vPpilew 
éovoia, atpodia re Kal Awd THY dyav toxdy Kal 
padpunv xabatpodor, Kal peévror Kal tov Gupov 
attav Kat ths yuyis TO arpenrov jnovyy} Kara- 
wapaivovew, ws exelvovs AnOnv pev toxew Tijs 
réws dudyou aypidTnTos, TapaAveobat Se Tot mpd- 
obev Ovpot. mpoorevar te Tods TOY ToLlovTWY Tw- 
Nevrds Kat ex yeipos dpéyew tpodiv, tods dé bro 
rhs ypelas dvayxalopevovs AapBaver Kat pr 
Kakoupyelv, BAémew Te On mpadv TE Kab KEKUNKOS. 
of 8¢ dyav adra&v icyvpol Kal réAevoe amoppnsavres 
7, Seopa Kat tals axpats TOv Kepdrwv Kat Tals 
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10. It is worth relating what men do after a Taming an 
successful Elephant-hunt to rake the creatures“? 
docile and tame. First of all they lead them away 
pound into a wood a little distance from the trench 
in which they have captured them, keeping them 
apart by ropes and not allowing them either to run 
forward or to stop and pull back. Next they fasten 
each beast to a very large tree ata measured distance 
from the next one so that they can neither spring 
forward nor retreat backwards to any extent through 
being free to leap about and. work mischief. And 
by refusing them food and by starvation they drain 
away their excessive strength and power, and 
gradually reduce their spirit and their inflexible 
determination, so that they forget their hitherto 
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‘ndomitable fierceness and abandon their former | 
temper. The keepers of these animals go up to. 
them and offer them food from their hands, and the 
Elephants under stress of need take it and do the 
men no harm, and already begin to wear a mild and 
fatigued expression. But those that are extremely 
powerful and full-grown, after bursting their bonds 
and tearing up trees with the points of their tusks 
1 kal rav ehepdvrwv éadwxdrwv. and with their trunks, even smashing some by their 
2 moAd dStadaBdvres. 
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ON ANIMALS, X. 10-13 


onset and by assailing them, have with difficulty 
* and only after a long while been tamed sometimes 
py starvation sometimes by pleasant food, at other 


times by means of goads. While these animals are 


: - being tamed their food consists of very large loaves 


of bread, barley, dried figs, raisins, onions, garlic, 
honey in large quantities, bundles of mastic 
pranches and of palm-leaves and of ivy and any 
edible and familiar substance which is for that 


reason welcome to them. 


11. Those who condemn all fishes without ex- Vocal Fishes 
ception to silence are ignorant of their nature, 
pecause there are those that whistle and those that 
runt. The Gurnard grunts, so too do the Chromis 
and the Caprus, as Aristotle says [HA 535 b 17]. 
The John Dory whistles; the Cuckoo @ (or ‘ Piper ’) 
has a voice which resembles that of the bird whose 
name it bears and makes a similar sound. 


12. To the eye the Elephant is a mass of flesh and Zhe flesh of 
5 . e * < 8 

of enormous size, but his flesh is not edible, excepting Elephant 

his trunk, the lips of his mouth, and the marrow of 

his tusks. But it seems that the fat of an Elephant 

is detested by poisonous creatures, for if a man rubs 

himself with it or burns some, they flee away to a 

sreat distance. 


13. The variety of colour and of shape in the fauna The Fauna - 
of Arabia might well put anyone skilled in painting 
to the test, not only in the case of powerful and 


e A kind of Gurnard. 
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ON ANIMALS, X. 13 


noble animals but even of the more insignificant, the 
locusts and the snakes; for the markings on them 
look like gold. The fish, which enjoy an even more 
richly wrought colouring, are an astonishing sight. 
And the oysters in the Red Sea are not without the 
same glamour, for they are encircled with rings of 
fiery hue, and to look at them you would say that 
with the blending of their colours they were copying 
the rainbow, Nature having painted parallel stripes 
upon them. 
fools and admired by women, is also a nursling of 
the Red Sea, and they tell a marvellous story of how 
it is produced when lightning flashes upon the open 
shells. So then these shells which are the mothers 
of the aforesaid pearls are sought for when the 
weather is fine and the sea smooth. And the 
seekers collect them and extract this object which 
delights the hearts of the luxurious. One may find 
a small pearl even in the largest shell and a large 
one in a small shell; and this one contains none, and 
that not more than one, and many contain a number. 
Some assert that as many as twenty have been 
attached to a single shellfish. Now the shell is the: 
flesh, and these pearls cling to it like a thorn. 
if one were to open the shell prematurely, that is 
before the birth-process is complete, one would find 
the flesh indeed, but it will not contain the object of 
one’s quest. The pearl, it seems, is like a stone 
produced by petrifaction, and it is not its nature to 
contain or to admit even a drop of moisture. 
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ON ANIMALS, X. 13-14 


opinion of those who trade in pearls and those who 
buy them pearls that are pure white and large are 
the most beautiful and the most highly esteemed, 
and I can avow that many of those who make a 
livelihood by them have become wealthy. And I 
ain also well aware that when these stones have been 
extracted and the shellfish have been released after 
giving up the aforesaid coveted object as ransom for 
their lives, they have gradually produced another 
one. If however the animal that fosters the pearl 
dies before the pearl is extracted, as is sometimes 
reported, both pear! and flesh rot away and perish. 
It has a naturally smooth and well-rounded contour, 
put if a man should want by artificial means to make 
yound and smooth some stone not naturally so, the 
pearl confounds his design, for it declines to yield 
and develops roughnesses, thereby denouncing the 
plot that has been laid to secure its beauty. 
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14. The Egyptians appear to regard the Hawk as The Hawk 


sacred to Apollo, calling the god ‘ Horus ’ in their 
own language, and they regard the birds with 
wonder and are right in saying that they belong to 
the aforesaid god. For Hawks are the only birds 
that can face with ease and without pain the rays of 
the sun and are not the least dazzled; and while. 
they fly at an immense height the divine fire does 


‘not trouble them at all. Moreover observers say 


that the Hawk flies upside down, like a man swim- 
ming on his back, and in this way, you see, it looks 
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at the sky and the all-surveying sun with complete 
freedom and without flinching. It is the bitter 
enemy of snakes and venomous creatures. At any 
rate no snake, no scorpion, nor indeed any other 
product of noxious matter would escape its notice. 
Fruits and seeds it will not touch; it delights to feed 
on flesh and drinks blood, and on these it feeds its 
young; it is also passionate in lechery. If the bone 
from its tibia is put beside gold it attracts and draws 
it to itself by some inexplicable fascination, persuad- 
ing it to follow even as, they say, the stone of 
Heraclea * somehow bewitches iron. The Egyptians 
assert that the Hawk’s life extends to as much as 
five hundred years, and they do not convince me: i 
merely report what I have heard. Homer, they say, 
seems to hint that the Hawk is beloved of the child 
of Zeus and Leto (i.e. Apollo) when he says [Jl. 
15. 237] : 


‘ And down the hills of Ida he went, like unto a 
swift hawk, the slayer of doves.’ | 


15. The Scarab is a creature of which there is no’ The Scarab 
female, but it pours its semen into the heap ° which - 


it rolls up. After doing this and keeping the heap 
warm for eight-and-twenty days, on the following 
day it brings forth its young. Among the Egyptians. 
the fighting class wore a Scarab engraved on their 
finger-rings, their ruler intimating thereby that those 
who fight for their country must at all costs and in 
every way be men, because the Scarab has in it 
nothing of the feminine element. 
¢ The magnet. > Of dung. 
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TODS méehapyovus Kal mpooKvvobow, eel Tods 
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avrot dé Alybrriot Kat ynvaddmexas Kal éromas 
TYWLBOW, emel ot pev didrdtexvor adbta@v, of Sé T™pos 
Tous ‘yewopevous edocBeis. axovw dé Kai Mayvé- 
Gova TOV Atyirriv codias és dxpov éAnAakéra, 
civOpo, etrrety oTt yadaktos bveiov 6 yevadevos 
3 adpay vromiyimAarar Kat Aémpas’ pucobor dé dpa 
ot Aotavot mavres TOde TA TAOy. TemoredKacL 
d€ Alyérriot Thy bv Kal WAiw Kal cehivn éxOiorny 
clvar. orav obv 1 ravynyupiCwor 2 rH cedivn, Gvou- 
ow avrh dak rob érous bs, ddNore Se ob're exeivn 
ovre diy Tw tev Oedv ré8€ 76 EGov ebddovar 
Few, APnvaior 8¢ ev rots pvornplos Kara~ 
Gdovot tas bs Kat dda Sixaiws: Avpaivovras yd 
<Ta»> * Aja, Kat eomndy { ar 
Ta)” Ania, Kot éompdyjoacat moAAaKis Tovs pe 
véeous? Ta&v aoTaxvwv Kat otdémw dpaiovs 
KarakAdot, trols Sé eEopdtrovaw. Evdo€os S¢ 
pyc petdopevous tovs Atyuntiovs Tév bdv py 
vew adrds, emrel Tob airov omapévros émdyovot 
Tas ayedas atrav. at 6é marovot ® Kat és vypay 
~ ta 
ue si ric ae peivyn euBios Kal uw bro TOV 
1 Reiske: 8é. 
8 @vew ws pvaapdy. 
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ON ANIMALS, X. 16 


16. The Pig in sheer gluttony does not spare even The Fig in 


its own young; moreover if it comes across a man’s 


-pody it does not refrain from eating it. That is why 


the Egyptians detest the animal as polluted and 
omnivorous. And sober men are accustomed to 
prefer those animals which are of a gentler nature 
and have some sense of restraint and reverence. At 
any rate the Egyptians actually worship Storks, 
because they tend and respect their parents in old 
age; and these same Egyptians pay honour to 
vulpansers and hoopoes, because the former are fond 
of their offspring, and the latter show reverence to 
their parents. And I learn that Manetho the 
Egyptian, a man who attained the very summit of 
knowledge, says that one who has tasted of sow’s 
milk becomes covered with leprosy and scaly 
eruptions. And all the peoples of Asia loathe these 
diseases. And the Egyptians are convinced that 


the Sow is an abomination to the sun and the moon. . 


Accordingly when they hold the festival of the moon 
they sacrifice Pigs to her once a year, but at no other 
seasons are they willing to sacrifice them either to 
her or to any other god. But the Athenians sacrifice 
Sows at the Mysteries and very properly, for they 


ruin the crops and frequently by trampling upon the 


new ears of corn break some before they are ripe 
and uproot others. But Eudoxus asserts that the 


Egyptians refrain from sacrificing Sows, because 
when the corn has been sown they drive in herds of 


them, and they tread and press the seed into the soil 
when moist so that it may remain fertile and not be 
consumed by the birds. 
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y 7 ? ma) 3 “ 
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e 
ol “a ~ ¢ 4 “~ 
: oe yoov bo rijs Abans diadbeipovrar 
700 . Twes Kal KAGOVTES GOTAKTL Kat duerpous 
> ¢ , 
ae axpdous emmpatnoay Thy ow. éeodyovras 
€ ~ 
és Tas vabs dud. yedpdpas, wap éxdrepa adrh 
KAddwv tebndd J 1 
sae qrorwy Kal KopwvTwy mnyyvopéeven 1 
- Ans vans XAwpas duarewouevns és andrny 
v . “~ co A 
es Heese et yap Tabra. op@ev ot eAéhavtes, err 
OL TOTE OLA THs ys tévae doxovoww,* obd€ émuirpé- 
~ La 
met Tabra opacbar tHv Eddarrav. Bpayéa dé éo 
Kat <ovK>? ayytPal} ta mpd THs ya . 
cout yxipaly Ta mpo THs ywpas, €€ F 
avayKn mAeiv avdtouv L at vats a eu a 
rane , auTous, Kal at vats adpeoTGow at 
opTides* Kaul oud. Tatra Tis yedupas Set Kal ris 
EnxXavis Te Kat émiPovdAds ris bua, TOv KAddwv Kal 


ao iy d : 


Tis vAns THs mpoeipnperns. | 


18. “Axovw 76 Vv TO 
w Tov Kpiov To Cov € D 
€ - 

plutatrwy Kata Ths a a eee aes 
pid ae _THS apiorepas mAevpas KeloBat 
Kat. Kavevoew, orav avrov aiph Kai meptdayBdy 
Umvos, amd S& Ths eaputs 27 ae tee 
pase ar Tijs é€apwis ionuepias cumadw 
pomavectat, Kol Kara Tihs devas xelobar; 
ovxoty Kal’ éxarépay ionuepiay tiv KardKaA 
UKO TAKA 
apeipes 6 Kpios. a 
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ON ANIMALS, X. 17-19 


17. Elephants when withdrawn from the country The 


to which they are accustomed, though tamed at first eee ne 


by captivity and hunger and after that by food and 
a varied diet, nevertheless do not erase from their 
memory the spell of the country that fostered them. 
At any rate the majority die of grief, and some have 
actually lost their sight through the floods of tears 
past measuring which they have shed. And they 
are brought on board ships by means of a bridge on 
either side of which boughs fresh and in full leaf 
have been fixed, together with other greenery that 
extends the whole length in order to deceive the 
beasts. For if the Elephants see these things they 
imagine that they are still walking on firm ground, 
and this verdure does not allow the sea to be visible. 
But the water close to the shore from which they must 
sail is shallow and not deep, and the cargo-vessels 
are some distance out. That is why there is need 
of the bridge and the device of a ruse contrived with 


the boughs and greenery aforesaid. 


18. I have heard that the Ram during the six The Ram 


months of winter lies down upon its left side, and 
sleeps so whenever sleep overtakes and constrains it. 
But after the spring equinox it rests in the reverse 
position and lies upon its right side. So at each 
equinox the Ram changes its way of lying down. 


19. The inhabitants of Syene regard the Phagrus 
as sacred, and those who dwell in Elephantine, as it 


¢ Thompson (Gk. fishes, p. 274) points out that daypos here 
cannot be the Sea-bream of 9. 7 (i). 
es ave ee a eee 
3 <odu> add. Ges. 4 nev Adyuntiov. 
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"Edehavtivny rods pastas: dddAov Sé dpa at 
totro ixOvwv. 4 5é és Exdrepov TO yévos ef 
audoTrépwv tin THY yéveow cliAndev evredber, 
aviévat Te Kai avamdetv tot Neidov péAdovtos of 


\ , / ‘ ? ~ 
de mpolgovot Tre Kal vyyovrat, oiovel Tod véoy . 


vdatos dyyehot, Kal ras Tv Aiyunrioy dvnprnud- 
vas yvapas mpoevdpaivover Kadais €Amiow, thy 
emioypiav Tod pedpatros mp@ro. cuvidvtes Kat 
Javpaorh tur dice. mpopavrevdpevor exeivol ye. 
non dé Kat TobTo bmep THs és adrods TYyuhs drrobor 
mpooTilévat ot mpoeipnucvor, éyovTes adtovs 
dtapevery GAAjAWwY ayedorous. 


20. Tivovrar dé dpa év 7H “EpvOpa Oaddrrn 
Koyyat Kat eTepat, od Aciar Ta OoTpaKa, GAA 
Eyovoui Twas évrouas Kat Kowddas. d&ela Sé 
atrat Ta xetdy ici, Kal ovvoica és dAdjAas 
euminrovet, mapadrAaé évrifeica. tas e€oyds, cs 
doxeiv Sto mpidvev 1 rods Kuvddovtas és aAAjAoUS 
auvepyeobat. odKxody Trav dAvéwy Stov dv vnyopé- 
vou AdBwvrat Kat Sdkwow 6 Tt odv [Lépos, aToKdT- 
Tovow, el Kal OoToby dein TH peper TO Syybevre, 
Kat Kata apOpov pévrot Saxotoat Kal robtro 
anéxopav, Kal eixdtws' tTomwrarov yap éore TO 


Ofypa. 


21. Tous xpoxodiAovs Aiyurriwy of ev o¢Bov- 
ow, as “OpBiras- Kat ota Hucts tods Deods Tods 
Odvyriovs. &youev Oavpactods, tovwdra Kat 
exeivous éxelvor. Kal t&v rtéxkvwy ye adbrtois 
eEapmralouevey Todds of Sé drephSovrar, kai af 


é ~ / 
ve pnrépes TOV Seaiwy ydvvvvTas Kat cepval 
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ON ANIMALS, X. 19-21 


is called, the Maeotes. (This also is a species of 
fish.) And the reverence which both peoples pay 
to either kind has its origin in this: when the Nile 
is about to rise and overflow, these fish come swim- 
ming in advance, as though heralding the coming 
water, and gladden the anxious hearts of the 
Egyptians with fair hopes, being the first to realise 
the advent of the flood and foretelling it by some 
marvellous natural faculty. Moreover the aforesaid 
peoples are accustomed to add, concerning their 
respect for the fish, that they never eat one another. 


90. It seems that there are other Shellfish besides A Bea Sea 


in the Red Sea, whose shells are not smooth but have 
certain grooves and hollows in them.® These shells 
have sharp lips, and when they close they fit into one 
another, as they make the points interlock, so that 
it seems as if the teeth of two saws came together. 
And so if they catch any fisherman swimming and 
bite any part of him they cut it off, even though 
there be a bone within the bitten part; more than 
that, if they bite at a joint, they cut it off at once ; 
nor is that to be wondered at, for their bite 1s ex- 
ceedingly sharp. 


21. In Egypt there are some, like the people of 


Ombos; who venerate Crocodiles, and just as we 


regard the Olympian gods with awe, so do they + 


these animals. And when, as often happens, their 
children are carried off by them, the people are 
overjoyed, while the mothers of the unfortunates 

a Ael. is describing the T'ridacna gigas or its kin; see 
Thompson, Gk. fishes, 8.v. Koyxn- 


~~ 1 apidvey ovvLovTan. 
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caynvetovot Tovs KpoKodidous, Kal TOV mepoedy 
(pura dé eorw émywpia) eLapricavres [LET Edpovs 
pactiyobct te moAdds Kat ras® e€ dvOpdawy 
aivovor kvulwpevovs ® kai Saxpvovras, efra wévror 
KaTakomTovew adtods Kal otrodyrar. Ker Se 
dpa TO S@ov TOUTO ev e€NKOVTA, Tuéepats, Kal 
TUTEL WA EENKOVTA, Kat TOOavTals Hucpats OdAreL 
avTa, apovdddAous Te exeu emt THs pdyews Tocod- 
Tous, vevpois Te adrov Tooodrois daci SielOobat, 

oxeia Te atrG* és rocotrov mpdeow dpOudy, 
Kat eTn Brot eE7KOVTO, (Aéyw dé ratra Aiyurrious 
pyyas Te Kal miorets ) 2 Tapeore d€ Kal Oddvras 
eS KOVTOL Tobde Tot Cwov apiluciv, dwredov Sé 
apa Kal” éxaorov eros é€jkovra juepdv arpeued 
TE Kab arpodgel. Tots d€ ‘OpBiraus kat ouvibets 
clot, Kat pEevToL Kal DraKovovot KadovvTwY aitay 
ot Tpepopevoe ev tais divas rats ba’ adrdv 
memounpevars. Kopilovor 8€ dpa adrois Kedadds 
Tov Cohwv tdv Ovopevwv (adrot yap otk av 
yevoawrTo totde tot pépovs) Kai éuBdddovow 
auras, ot d¢ epi ravrars md@ow. of ye pip 
_“AmoAdwvoroNirat pcoder KpoxddiAdov, Aéyovres 
| tov Tuddva dnodivat tiv tovrou. popdiv. of Sé 
od Tavrnv dact thy airiav, Vappdyrov &é Baowdws 

ayabod rat Sixatov és 7a éoyata dpmdoa Guyarépa. 
Kpoxodwov, eira pevror prin tod rére mébous 
puceiy to pddov abtav mév Kat Tos Kdtw Tob 
Ypovov yeyevnuevous. 
‘ A emst : poipar. * Cobet: moddais xat rais. 
obet: xvulouevous. 4 atrday. 
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ON ANIMALS, X. 21 


‘ec glad and go about in pride at having, 1 suppose, 
ce food and a meal for a god. But the people of 
Apollinopolis, a district of Tentyra, net the Croco- 
diles, hang them up on persea-trees (these are 
indigenous), flog them severely, mangling them 
with all the blows in the world, while the creatures 
whimper and shed tears; finally they cut them up 
and eat them. 

The Crocodile, it seems, is pregnant for sixty days, 
and produces sixty eggs which it broods for as many 
days: it has that number of vertebrae in its spine, 
and they say that sixty sinews girdle its body, and 
it bears young ones the same number of times, and. 
it lives for sixty years (I am reporting what the 
people of Egypt say and believe); one may reckon 
the teeth of this creature as sixty in number; during 
sixty days of every year it remains quiet in its lair 
and abstains from food. The Crocodiles are accus- 
tomed to the people of Ombos, and those that are 
kept in the lakes made by the aforesaid people are 
obedient to their summons. And the people bring 
them the heads of the animals which they sacrifice— 
they themselves will never touch that part—and 
throw them in, and the Crocodiles come leaping 
vound them. ‘The inhabitants of Apollinopolis, on 
the contrary, detest the Crocodile, for they say that 
this was the shape assumed by Typho. Others 
however say that this is not the reason, but that a 
Crocodile carried off the daughter of King Psam- 


myntus,* a supremely good and righteous man, and. 


therefore in memory of that disaster even posterity 
abhors the whole race of Crocodiles. 
@ Psammenitus (if this is the King to whom A. is referring) 
was King of Egypt for six months in 526 B.C. 
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; 22. Baxiator * (yévos dé toito é€omdpiov) rap 
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ON ANIMALS, X. 22-23 


insult the corpses of such as die from disease as 
having died a cowardly and effeminate death, and 
dispose of them by burning; whereas those who 
laid down their lives in war they regard as noble, 
heroic, and full of valour, and them they cast to the 
Vultures, believing this bird to be sacred. And 
when Romulus on the Palatine Hill, divining by the 
flight of twelve Vultures, had received a favourable 
augury, following the number of the birds he decreed 
that the rulers of Rome should be preceded by a 
number of rods? equal to that of the birds seen on 
that occasion. And the Egyptians believe that the 
Vulture is sacred to Hera, and deck the head of Isis 
with Vultures’ feathers, and on the roofs of the 
entrances to their temples they carve the wings of 
Vultures in relief. 

I have earlier on said much concerning this bird, 
but not to the same effect. 


23. At Coptos in Egypt the natives pay homage 
to Isis in a variety of rituals but especially in the 
service and ministry rendered by women who are 
mourning either a husband or a son or a brother. 
And at Coptos there are scorpions of immense size, 
possessing very sharp stings, and most dangerous In 
their attack (for when they strike they kill instantly), 


-and the Egyptians contrive innumerable devices for 


self-protection. But although the women in mourn- 


ing at the temple of the goddess sleep on the floor, 


@ Tf Baxxaioe is correctly rendered ‘ Vaccaei,’ they were a 
tribe in the NW of Spain. 

’ Lat. fasces, a bundle consisting of rods and an axe, carried 
by the Lictors. 
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ON ANIMALS, X. 23-24 


go about with bare feet, and all but tread on the 


aforesaid scorpions, yet they remain unharmed. 
And these same people of Coptos worship and deify 
the female gazelle, though they sacrifice the male. 
They say that the females are the pets of Isis. 


94. The Crocodile (I may say that I have learned The 


these facts in addition to what has already been 
recounted of this animal) is naturally timid, of an 
evil disposition, and thoroughly villainous. It is 
alert to seize and plan against its victims, but it 
dreads all noises and is afraid even of loud shouts of 
men and has a violent fear of those who boldly 


Crocodile 


attack it. Now the people of Egypt called Ten- Killed at 


tyrites know the best way to master the beast: the 
most effective way of wounding it is to strike it in the 
eyes or the armpits and even in the belly. Its back 
however, and its tail are impenetrable, for it is 
fortified and, so to say, armed with scaly plates 
which resemble hard earthenware or shells. Now the 
aforesaid people are so assiduous in pursuit of these 
creatures that the river in their district is left in 
profound peace by the Crocodiles. So there they 
make bold to swim and sport in their swimming. 
Whereas among the people of Ombos or Coptos 
Aysinoe it is not easy even to wash one’s feet nor 
can one draw water in security; why, one cannot 
even walk along the river banks freely and off one’s 
guard. But the people of Tentyra worship Hawks. 
For that reason those who live in Coptos, wishing to 
annoy the Tentyrites as enemies of the Crocodiles, 
often crucify Hawks. The Crocodile the people of 
Coptos liken to water, that is why they worship it; 


we 5 Ges: "OpBpors. 
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whereas the Tentyrites liken the Hawk to fire, hence 
their adoration. And they adduce as evidence .. -* 


- maintaining that fire and water cannot mingle. 


Such are the marvellous tales told by the Egyp- 
tians.. 


95. After traversing the Egyptian oasis one is 
confronted for seven whole days with utter desert. 
Beyond this live the human Dog-faces?® along the road 
that leads to Ethiopia. It seems that these creatures 
live by bunting gazelles and antelopes; further, 
they are black in appearance, and they have the 
head and teeth of a dog. And since they resemble 
this animal, it is very natural that J should mention 
them here. They are however not endowed with 
speech, but utter a shrill squeal. Beneath their 
chin hangs down a beard; we may compare it with 
the beards of dragons,’ and. strong and very sharp 
nails give an edge to their hands. Their whole body 
+s covered with hair—another respect in which they 
resemble dogs. They are very swift of foot and 
know the regions that are inaccessible: that is why 
they appear so hard to capture. 


96. The neck of a Wolf is short and compressed ; The Wolf 


the animal is thus incapable of turning but always 
looks straight ahead. And if it wants to look back 
at any time, it turns its whole body. It has the 


4 The sense required to complete the last clause appears to 
be ‘ They account for their hostility by pointing out that, ete.’ 
> Gossen (§ 238) regards the Kuvompéowzos as the * Mandrill,’ 
a kind of baboon, native of W Africa. 
e The Spdxwv in Nic. Th. 438 ff. is a large snake. 
oe age sa seg ae ee 
5 jdara. 6 Ges: évraiia. 
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AELIAN ON ANIMALS, X. 26-27 
sharpest sight of any animal, and indeed it can even 
see at night when there is no moon. Hence the 
name Lycophos (wolf ’s-light, i.e. gloaming) is applied 
to that season of the night in which the Wolf alone has 
light with which Nature provides him. And I think 
that Homer gives the name [Il. 7. 483] ‘ twilight of | 
ihe night,’ to the time during which Wolves can see to | 
move about. And they say that the Wolf is beloved beloved of 7 
of the Sun; and there are those who assert that the pone 

ear is called Lycabas in honour of this animal. It is 
said also that Apollo takes pleasure in the Wolf, and 
the reason which is commonly reported has reached 
me too. Itis this: they say that the god was born 
after Leto had changed herself into a she-wolf. That 
is why Homer speaks of ‘the wolf-born lord of the 
bow ’ (Il. 4. 101}. That is why, as I learn, at Delphi 
a bronze Wolf is set up, in allusion to the birth-pangs 
of Leto. Others however deny this, maintaining revesls 
that it was because a Wolf gave information that Hs 
offerings had been stolen from the temple and had 
been buried by the sacrilegious thieves. For it 
made its way into the temple and with its mouth 
pulled one of the priests by his sacred robe and drew 
him to the spot in which the offerings had been 
hidden, and then proceeded to dig the spot with its 


forepaws. 
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_ 27. Kebpn Alyuntia Xovoat 7d dvoya (rede? dé 
és TOV EppomoAdrgy 7 vomov, Kal puxpa pev Soke, 
Xaplecod, Cye> pay) , ev rauTyn a€Bovow ‘“Adpodt- 


ry Olsnlay. ane a EE SBN 97. There is a district in Egypt called Chusae (it The Cow and 


is reckoned as belonging to the province of Hermo- 4?" 
1 dog, nat Gre ndaly é er oe P polis, and though small in extent it possesses charm) 
Tape gee pene | and there they worship Aphrodite under the title of 


2 AaPav. 
: ane — 5 °C, eladp. Urania (heavenly). They also pay homage to a cow, 
vxos TO Caov. 7 "HppouroAiryy 
8 a 
<ye> add. H. « NW corner of the Nile delta. 
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and this, they say, is the reason: they believe that 
cows are related to this goddess, because the cow 
feels a strong incitement to love and is more passion- 
ate than the bull.. At any rate at the sound of his 
pellow the cow becomes excited and inflamed with 
a burning desire to couple. And those who are 
expert in these matters maintain that a cow hears a 
bull as much as thirty stades * away when it is bellow- 
ing as a signal to love and mate. And in Egypt 
sculptors and painters represent Isis herself with the 
horns of a cow. | 


98. The people of Busiris and of Abydos in Egypt 
and of Lycopolis dislike the blare of a trumpet on 
the ground that it resembles the braying of an Ass. 
And those who attend to the cult of Serapis also 
hate the Ass. Now Ochus the Persian ® knowing 
this slew Apis and deified the Ass from a wish to pain 
the Egyptians to the utmost. And so he too paid 
a penalty, which all applauded, to the Sacred Bull, 
no less than Cambyses * who was the first that dared 
commit this sacrilege. And the same ministers of 
the aforesaid Zeus (z.e. Serapis) detest the antelope 
as well, and for this reason: the Egyptians maintain 
that it voids its excrement after turning its back 
towards the rising sun. And the followers of 
Pythagoras also say this touching the Ass, that it 
alone among animals was not born in tune, and. 


@ Over 3 miles. 

> The name of Artaxerxes III before he became King of 
Persia, 359 B.c. He conquered Egypt and in 338 was poisoned. 
by Bagoas. 

¢ Cambyses, King of Persia, outraged the Egyptians by his 
cruelty and his insults to their religion. He died from a wound 
caused by his own sword; cp. Hdt. 3. 64. 
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ON ANIMALS, X. 28-29 


that this accounts for its being completely deaf to 


ithe sound of the lyre. Some moreover say that it 
was beloved of Typho. And in addition to the 
foregoing charges they would blame the Ass for this 
also: fertility in all kinds is respected, but this 
animal is by nature opposed to it. At any rate it is 
not easy to recall any account of a she-ass giving 
birth to twins. 


99, Here is another peculiarity of the Ibis which I The ts 
have learnt from Egyptian narratives. When it 
‘buries its neck and head beneath its breast-feathers, 


it imitates the shape of the heart. Of its special 
hostility to creatures injurious to man and to crops 
I think I have already spoken earlier on.* The birds 
couple with their mouth and beget offspring in that 
way. And the Egyptians say, though I for one am 
not easily persuaded, yet they say that those who 
see to the embalming of animals and who are experts 
at it, agree that the entrails of the Ibis measure 
ninety-six cubits. I have heard further that its 
stride when walking measures a cubit. And when 
the moon is in eclipse it closes its eyes until the god- 
dess shines out again. It is said to be beloved of 
Hermes the father of speech because its appearance 
resembles the nature of speech: thus, the black 
wing-feathers might be compared to speech sup- 
pressed and turned inwards, the white to speech 
brought out, now audible, the servant and the 
messenger of what is within, so to say. Now I have 
already mentioned that the bird lives to a very great 
age. And Apion states that it is immortal and 
adduces the priests.of Hermopolis as witnesses to 


@ See 1. 38 (iv); 2. 38. 
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rove it. Yet even he considers that this is very far 
from the truth, and to me it would seem to be an 
absolute falsehood. The Ibis is a very hot-blooded 
creature, at any rate it is an exceedingly voracious 
and foul feeder if it really does eat snakes and 
and scorpions. And yet some things it digests 
without difficulty, while others it easily expels in 
its excrement. And very rarely would one see a sick 
Ibis, yet it thrusts its beak down in every place, 
caring nothing for any filth and treading upon it 
in the hope of tracking down something even there. 
And yet when it turns to rest it first of all washes 
itself and purges. It makes its nest in the top of 
date-palms in order to escape the cats, for this 
animal cannot easily clamber and crawl up a date- 
palm as it is constantly impeded and thrown off by 
the protuberances on the stem. om 


30. It occurs to me now to mention the following The Baboon 


additional facts relating to Baboons. If a Baboon 
fnds some edible object with a shell on it (I mean 
almonds, acorns, nuts) it strips the shell off and 
cleans it out, after first breaking it most intelligently, 
and it knows that the contents are good to eat but 
that the outside is to be thrown away. And it will 
drink wine, and if boiled or cooked meat is served 


to it, it will eat its fill; and it likes well-seasoned. 
food, but food boiled without any care it dislikes. 


If it wears clothes, it is careful of them ; and it does 


everything else that I have described above. If you. 


put it while still tiny to a woman’s breast, it will suck 
the milk like a baby. 


i 
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1 <ot> add. H. 


2 Jaci éxpedrés. 
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31. They say that the asp to which the Egyptians The‘ Ther- 


routhis ’ asp 


have given the name Thermuthis is sacred, and the 
people of the country worship it, and bind it, as 
though it was a royal headdress, about the statues of 
Isis. And they deny that it was born to destroy or 


injure man, but when they maintain that it does not 


touch virtuous people but kills evildoers they are 
romancing. If however this is so, then Justice 
would value this asp beyond all things, for taking 
vengeance on her behalf and for its piercing sight. 
Others add that Isis sends it against the worst trans- 
gressors. And the Egyptians assert that the Ther- 
muthis alone among asps is immortal, and they 
reckon sixteen different species and varieties. And 
in their temples, as they say, they build dens and 
burrows like shrines in every corner and make 


homes for the Thermuthes, and at intervals they 


provide them with calves’ fat to eat. | 


32. Those who know about birds say that the bird the rinnet 


Acanthus* derives its name from the acanthus 
which provides it with food. And its voice is 
wonderfully harmonious and tuneful. And Aristotle 
says [HA 610 a 6] that if one pours the blood of the 
Acanthus and of the Aegithus, as it is called, into 
the same vessel and wants to mix them, the two 
kinds will not mix and unite into a single compound. 
They say that the Acanthus is sacred to the gods 
who escort and conduct men on a journey. 

¢ Linnet or perhaps Siskin; identical with the Acanthis of 


Arist. HA lc.; and Aegithus has been taken to mean the 
same, though ‘ Blue Tit’ is more probable. vane 


4 Cealy add. H. 





3 Ges: dpovaor. 
8 Ges: alyOddov. 
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Motpav dé? Kai “Epwiwv ras addas.* | 


a? f 
34. "Odbnoav more Kat yedArddves AevKai, ws 
3 7 ¢ 4 / ow 
Arééavipos 6 Mivéuds dnow. év dé 7H ’AdeEdv- 
o~ f and 
dpov Tob [[vppov wraid0s oxnv7 yeAvdwv veorrevovoa 
> 4 b) nm \ a ra > 
eira pevroe areAh tiv mpalw adT@ é€p yvirep ody 
¢ a ¢ ‘4 x 
wpyaro breojunvev od mavu Tt oboay ayabyv. Kal 
> , \ ~ 
Avridyw 6€ . . . veorrevovoa ev . . .° avtot Ta 
; {NA v4 -¢ > 4 @ ¢ fd ? . 
péAdovTa ot amavricec$ar danvi€ato: avedfaw 
\ ? ‘' / zn 
yap és tods Mydous elra pévrot ob éerravidber és 
4 “Se > > 
_ tovs Ldpous, add’ éavtov Kara Twos Ewoe KpHp- 
~ iv4 , vant wit 
vob. apunro b€ dpa emt mpaéiv od yxpyorhy Kal 
= ¢ ¢# \ > : 
otros. yvixa dé e&éAure THY axpdmoAw TO mpéTeE- 
? , : 
pov Atoviotos, ovvariyOnody ot Kat at veorrevovoat 
/ > ns LY 
yedddves exetft, Kai euavrevovto THV émdvodor. 
“ \ ¢ \ nm 
TULaTaL dé H yew Deois puyiots Kat “Adpodirn, 
f 7 
pvyia wevTo. Kal TAUT. 
ophian. 
aurol, 
Kat Moipaiy. 
aural. 


5 To fill the lacunae H suggests nai "A. 5€ <xeAcdadv> v. ev C77 
oKnvi> abrod. 
8 twa. . . Kpypvoy. 


1 
2 
3 
4 


« The Ring-dove is so described in 3, 44. 
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ON ANIMALS, X. 33-34 


33. I have stated earlier on that the Turtle-dove The Turtle- 


is continent * and does not, from a desire for some 
strange and alien bed, consort with any other mate 
than the one it originally joined. And I learn from 
those who enquire minutely into such matters that 
white Turtle-doves are often to be seen. These, 
they say, are sacred to Aphrodite and Demeter, 


while the other kind is sacred to the Fates and the 


;irinyes. 


34. Even white Swallows have been seen at times, ‘The Swallow 
according to Alexander of Myndus. A Swallow pong 


made its nest in the tent of Alexander the son 
of Pyrrhus® and then indicated that, whatever 
the somewhat discreditable expedition on which he 
was setting out, it would be ineffectual. And <a 
Swallow) which made its nest (in the tent) of Anti- 
ochus © hinted obscurely at the future in store for 
him. For he went up against the Medes and never 
returned to Syria but threw himself over a precipice. 
He too therefore embarked on no prosperous affair. 
And when Dionysius? first left his citadel, the 
Swallows which had their nests there withdrew at the 
same time and foretold his return. The Swallow is 
held sacred to the Gods of the Household and to 
Aphrodite, for she also is one of them. 


> Alexander II became King of Epirus, 272 B.c.; he expelled 
Antigonus Gonatas from Macedonia, but was in turn expelled 
from Macedonia and Epirus by the son of Antigonus. 

¢ Antiochus VII, King of Syria, defeated by the Parthians 
(rods Midous), 128 B.C. 

4 Dionysius the elder, tyrant of Syracuse, who lived ¢. 430— 
367 B.c.; he made Ortygia into a fortress where he took refuge 
during a revolt which he subsequently quelled. 
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35. O8 TEpOLKEs oTay empatwot, mpopdMovrai 
TWas Odyvous Kat odon eTEpa 1 drrep {708 Kau 
Spdcous Kat ouBpovs Kal mév 6 Tt av HF voTepov 
dmooréyew atTav. e€ yap duaBpoxe MWS yevotTo, 
éav pe modu 7 7 TeKoGo~. brobaAyy * adra emeodoa 
TAXEWS, yiverau ayova. alpoa dé Kal TEVTEKALOEKA, 
Wa amoTiKres. ee res d€ apa mepotkevy 
Sumdiv opéicau Kapdiav ° Oedppaords Tov pnow. 
abupya dé 6 mépdiE tis ®& Atos Kai Antots ds 
eoTw dAXdou Aéyovow. 


36. Kizrov pev Kab dvwrépw mept Tay KvKYON, 
eipnoera. de dpa Kat viv doa ob TpOoTEpov cizrov, 
"AptororéAns Aéyeu ev TH Gararry 7H = AcBdwv 
pavijvat more KUKV@V ayedny, Kat axovolivat Th 
pedos avrav as eK Xopod Tivos Guodavou, md&vy 
prev WOU, YoEpor ye pv, Kat otov és otKTOV emiKre- 
gat Tovs aKxovorTas. Kat Twas €mTl TO perer ena 
pavijvar teOvedras adray. pidos Se Hv apa 6 
KUKVOS mnyais TE Kal TEvayeot Kaul Aiuvats ral 
Tais dca. medvcaow — dddrwv ovppovot 7 Te Kal 
apbovias. evratla _yoov Kat Tas éavTov. wovoas 
adrov pirocodetv ot codoi TovTwv daci. 


37. “H yrabe | én TLVO, omovd7v WpEN even 
avdpt ovvotoa Kat émordoa obk ayabdv otuBordv 
pact. peapTupiov bé,2 6 “Hareeposrs. [T¥vppos 
ee evOd tot “Apyous Het, Kal abra i aes 


3 etn. ; : 1 eRe 
8 Reiske: nai xapdiav. . 
§ +@ (sc. Apollo) Oud, cp. 10. 14, 49; 11. 10. 
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ON ANIMALS, X. 35-37 


‘When Partridges are sitti their th hi 
35. n ridg e sitting on their eggs they The ates 


screen them with branches and other thick leafage 
in order to keep out the dews and showers and every 
kind of damp. For if their eggs get soaked, unless 
the mother bird is quickly on the spot to warm them 
again, they become sterile. Partridges lay as many 
as fifteen eggs at a sitting. Theophrastus says 
somewhere | fr. 182] that a double heart is to be seen 
in the Partridges of Paphlagonia. Other sources 
tells us that the Partridge is the darling of the 
daughter of Zeus and Leto.* 


36. { have indeed spoken earlier on about Swans, The Swan 


once seen in the Libyan Sea, and that a melody was 
heard proceeding from them as from a choir singing 
in unison; and very sweet it was, although mournful 
and calculated to move the hearers to pity. And. 
some of the birds, he says, when the music was 
ended were seen to have died. It seems that the 
Swan is devoted to springs and pools and meres and: 
to all spots where waters meet and abound. At any’ 
rate that is where those learned in these things say 
that the bird meditates its music. : 


37. If an Owl accompanies and stays beside a man 
who has set out on some business, they say it is no 
good omen. Witness the case of Pyrrhus of Epirus 
who set out for Argos by night: this bird met him 


@ Artemis. 





7 émippotat. 8 8€ Kal exeivo hy. 
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but I shall now relate what I did not mention then. _ 
Aristotle says [74 615 b 4] that a flock of Swans was 


The Owl, 


an evil omen 
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: nO ¢ a) / ‘ > 4 =m i | , 
Woe 7 Opis Kalyuevep pev él rod Uarmon, pepovri 
\ f > f : 
<ye>* pay 1d Sépu dpbdrv. eita, én TovTOV 
\ 3 7 om 
eauTnv exabiocev, odde améoTn, Sopudopotca od 


\ \ / 3 
Xpnorhy THY Sopudopiav 7% pris 7 mpoeipnucvy 
H) 1” , 
b) f 3 Z er 4 ” hae Kal : 
akreéotata avOpuamwv dmélavev. evlev por dSoxet 


THVvdE. TapHAGe yotv 6 Iluppos és TO 


Kal “Opmpos eidas Karas tijs opvibos To ovdapF 
evodpuBohov Epwpouov pev TOV EK TOV TrOTAPLaV 
aveivar rots aut tov Atopndny thy ~A@nvév 
pavat, ore amyeocav KatacKebdpevot Ta TV 
Tpwwr, pn pevro THY yAadKa, ei Kat doxet hid 
eivau avrh ; ore dé 9 “IAtas yh evdpoods re Kat 
KaTappuTos €or, Ounpos rexunpidcat txavos év 
Tots Mpo THS TeLyouayias. 


38. DoBepos €ort® 7H KapdBw 6 sodAdmovs. 
cay yotv aA@ot more Sixtiw evi, ot KdpaBor 
teOynKact tapayphua. Aovoias Sé aoTrapos év 
Wouvpiou dvoudlerar, domep obv Eyer ev AevKOTA- 


= ¢€ v4 > 4 4 | ’ 7 
TOV VOaTwWY avTos Kal pel dietdéoTaTa, TiKTEL dé 


> ~ ~ 
txGis pédavas icyupds. 


39. “Aparedov opcavepov T@ PvT@ Tapdariv twa 
ovTw Kaveicbai dact dtoews idias mapa Tas 
Aoumds pereAnyviar, Kat ovpay ovK €xew aKxovw 
avrnv. irep obv et odlein 2 yuvartiv, és vdoov 
eupadde addoxntov adtas. 


3 ~ i “~ / 
40. ‘Ev TH Ukvlia yh yivovras dvor Kepaoddpor, 
4 / “ 
Kal OTEyEL TA KeépaTa Eexeiva TO VOwp TO ApKadiKov 
1 <ye»> add. H. 2 dort Kal loyupos. 
3 Schn: 3f64. 
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ON ANIMALS, X. 37-40 


as he was on horseback and bearing his lance erect. 
Whereupon it perched upon the lance and would not 
leave him: it was no safe lancer-guard that the bird I 
named afforded him. At any rate Pyrrhus reached 
Argos and met the most inglorious death in the 
world.¢ That is why I think that Homer knowing 
full well that the Owl was nowhere a favourable 
omen, says [Zl. 10. 274] that Athena sent a heron 
from the rivers to the comrades ® of Diomedes when 
they went off to spy upon the Trojans’ camp—a 
heron, not an owl, even though it appears to be her 
favourite. And that the country about Troy is moist 
and well-watered Homer can bear witness in the lines 


that precede the Battle at the Wall [J/. 12. 18]. 


38 (i). The Octopus is the terror of the Crayfish. Octopus ana 
At any rate if they chance to be caught in one and a a 
the same net, the Crayfish dies on the spot. 

(ii). There is a river at Thurii called the Lusias, of Black fish 
which the water is of the purest and is absolutely. 
transparent in its flow, and yet it produces fish of 


a deep black hue. 


39. They say that there is a leopard called the The 
Ampelus, like the plant (i.e. grape-vine), and that its eee ia 
nature is peculiar compared with other leopards; and 
I have heard that it has no tail. If it is seen by 


women it afflicts them with an unexpected ailment. 


40. In Scythia there are Asses with horns, and The Horned 
these horns hold water from the river of Arcadia gcythia 


@ He was struck by a tile thrown by a woman from a house- 
top. . 
’ Odysseus alone accompanied D. 
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AELIAN 
TO kaAovpevov Ths LrTvyos Ta de GAAa. diyyeta 
Svaromret TAVTO., Kay ovdyjpov TrEeTOUnpLeva., 
ToUTwY TOL TOV Keparov <évy> + dao Lwmdrpov 
KopoOhvat dacw °AAcEdvdpw TO Maxeddvt, Kat 
€xelvov mouvlavopiat Davpdcavro, és Acddovs ave.- 


Ona dvabetvat T@ Uv0iw ro Képas, Kat drroyparbas 


TAUTA 


cot rod ’AAgEavdpos Maxedav Képas avéero, 
aay, 
xavOwvos LKvGucod, yYpThpd Te Satpovior, 
6 Urvyds axypavrw = Movoyidos * odk edaydoby 
peduare, Baoragev 5° Bdatos hvopeny. 


Anunrnp dé a dpa. TO Ddwp avijKe TodTO TAnotov De- 
veot, Tnv b€ airiav elzov addAayolt. 


41. Edaddde 7@ rijs Kwpmdias troenrh diBwor 
d@pov Adyeas 0 Oo "EXevaivios oxvAaka ely wpator, 
Modorrov TO _yévos, Kae KaAEt tobrov 0 Evzonts 
épwvtpws tH Swpnoapéevm adrov. Kodakevlels 
ovv Tais Tpopats, Kal eK Ths ournGetas drrax Deis 
Tijs poaporépas, edidet TOV Seomoryy 6 Adyéas 6 
“ KU@Vv. Kal mote duddovAcs atta veavias, ovoma 
"EedidArns, tdaipetrar Spapara twa Tot EdzoAtdos, 
kat ® odk dade KAérTwv, GAAd eldev adrov 6 KUwY, 
Kal é€umeowy adedéorara Saxvwv arméKrewer, 
ypovm 5é vorepov év Aiyivy tov Biov 6 EdaoXs 


KatéoTpese, Kat éradn evraila: o dé KUwY 

“@pvopeves Te Kat Opyvdv tov Trav Kuvav Opfivor, 
1 <& add. H. 2 Kiihn: oxijpa v6. 
3 Brunck : dxpavrov. 4 Reinestus: Aovonfidos. 
Pes | 
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ON ANIMALS, X. 40-41 


known as the Styx; all other vessels the water cuts 
through, even though they be made of iron. Now 
one of these horns, they say, was brought by Sopater @ 
to Alexander of Macedon, and I learn that he in his 
admiration set up the horn as a votive offering to the 
Pythian god at Delphi, with this inscription beneath 
it: 
‘In thine honour, O God of Healing, Alexander 
of Macedon set up this horn from a Scythian ass, 
a marvellous piece, which was not subdued by the 
untainted stream of the Lusean ® Styx but with- 
stood the strength of its water.’ 


It was Demeter who caused this water to well up in 
the neighbourhood of Pheneus, and the reason for it 
I have stated elsewhere.¢ 


4]. Augeas of Eleusis gave Eupolis, the writer of Bupolis and 
comedies, a hound of fine appearance, a Molossian, cai 
which Eupolis named after the donor. Now Augeas 
the hound, pampered in its feeding and influenced 
by long association with its master, came to love him. 

On one occasion a young fellow-slave of the name of 
Ephialtes stole some plays of Eupolis, and the theft 
did not pass unnoticed, for the hound saw him, fell 
upon him, and, biting him mercilessly, killed him. 
Some time afterwards Eupolis ended his days in 
Aegina and was buried there, and the hound, howl- 
ing and lamenting after the manner of dogs, let: 
4 Writer of burlesques, lived at Alexandria. 


® Lusi, a town in northern Arcadia. 
¢ In no surviving work, 
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Ss / / “~ 
etra pevrot Adan Kat Awd éavrov extHEas aaréba- 


7 \ ~ mn 7 / / 
vev €mt TO Tpopel Kal deomdTn, projoas Tov Bio 
? 


t Ma , “a : ~~ 

0 KUWY. Kal 6 ye Tém0S KaAcirat pYnUY TOO TérTeE 
f A ~ . 

mafous Kuves pivos. | 


42. Mdpunros eldos favarndopov dacw etval 


\ / 
Tt, Kat Aaéptyv ovowa éxew Tovde TOV pUpunKa. 
\ ”s 4 
Kat odikas dé twas éxddovy haépras. Héver 
~ 4 ~ 
tadra Inrepos oO KpitiKos 0 €k Tod Muatov 


lepydpov. 


43, Ava tod bépous trod mupwdeoTdrov Ta TOV 
Aiyurriwv media 6 NetAos émudvoas dyw prev 
avTtots Bararrys Ardwpévys Kal relas Si8wat, Kal 
advevovot Kata THS Téws apovpévns Aiydrrtor, 
Kat TAgovoL oKdats Es TAVTHY THY Wpay Kal THVSE 
Thy emonutay TOO moTapod Temompevats. elta 6 
ev Uirovocrel Kal €s TA EavTOD peTpAa BrrooTpéder 
Ta €k THs dloews of} vevopropéva, tyOis dé 2 
Yijpot Tob marpos Kat epnuot Tob avamAevoavros 
voaros broAeimovtat,® ev idAve mayeia * Tpeddmevor 
yewpyois Seimvov. Kat Bratorepov pev ciphoeran, 
apntos 0 ody iyQvawv obrés éorw Aiydattos. 


44, Dévn d€ dpa Kat rerriywy otk dAlya Hv, 
Kat adTa of dewolt <rabra>® eidévar apiOuotat, 
Kal ovou“aTa ddovow adTav. 6 ev yap Tedpas ek 
THS Xpoas ovopaberat, o Oe dpa péeuBSpaé omdbev ° 

in = » ? ” 


> > \ 5) 
ovk oda, Kat Aakéras 5é Av dpa rérruyos dvopma, 


\ f ? “~ 
Kat Kepkwrynv’ aKof mapedeEdunv Kal ayérayv 


¢ + ™ 307 am 
1 ot auras dei. 2 € Exetvor, 
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ON ANIMALS, X. 41-44 


himself pine away through grief and starvation and, 
disgusted with life, died soon after on the grave of 
the master that had fed it. And in memory of the 
sad event the place is named Hound's Dirge. 


42. They say that there is a species of deadly Ant, The __ 
and that it goes by the name of Laertes. The name cade 
has also been applied to certain kinds of Wasp. This wasp 
is what Telephus the grammarian from Pergamum 


in Mysia says. 


43. All through the hottest summer the Nile in Fish in the 
flood gives the fields of Egypt the appearance of a Pee 
calm stretch of open sea, and over what was till then 
ploughland there the Egyptians fish and sail in boats 
manufactured against that season and against this 
visitation by the river. Later the river retreats and. 
yeturns to within its naturally proper limits, while the. 
fish bereft of their sire and abandoned by the flood- 
water are left behind, nurtured in the thick slime to 
provide a meal for the farmers. This then, though 
the expression is somewhat violent, is the Egyptian 
fish-harvest. 


44, There are, it seems, many species of Cicada, The Cicada: 
and those who are skilled in these matters enumerate ings - 
them and report their names. Thus, the Ashen one 
is so called from its colour; whence the Membraz 
got its name I do not know; and Charper, it appears, 
is the name for a Cicada; and I have heard tell of the 


Long-tail and the Shriller and the Prickly one. Well, 





? 
4 rpaxeia. 
6 ~ ¢ 40 
robro o7olev. 


3 JaramroAeimovrar. 
5 <ratra> add. H. 
? WDindorf: xepxamav. 
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4 . 3 la On i. . 
Twa Kat axaviiov. éya pev <odv>1! rocatra 


? 3 f 4 
TETTLyYWY aKovoas yevn pepvnpat: SoTw Bbé Kal 
- t ? A i 
metus TGV TMpoEipnuevww es ‘yydow adixero, 
Aeyérw éxeivos. | —_ 


45 - Kai raira pévroe xvvv mpocakixoa. ra 
oxvAdcea TUPAG TikreTaL, Kal odx Opa THs unTpaas 
wdives mpoeAPdvra. Kal tpioxaidexa Hucpav Tov 
Tporoy KareiAnaras T@ Ta0e THde, Gow Kal 7 
oehnvn ov awe vixrwp, eira pévrot Cowv 
ofvuméoraros yiverat 6 KUwY. TYydor 5é adrdv 

| Alydrriot, Kat vopov twa éxddeoay &€ adtod, Kal 

Tis ye Tyuhs Oumdyv eivar thy airiay pact, tiv 
<pev > 2 A€yovoay o7t dpa THs “lawdos Cnrovons 
MAVTAXOTE tov “Oowpw Kdves mponyovpevor Ta joey 
ETTELpOVTO ouvavixvevely avTH Tov maida, ta de 
avaoréh\ew TO. Onpia: n S€ érépa, dre dpa Hoy 
pev avarédrer TO dotpov 6 Ktwv, dv “Opiwvos 7 
Pyun yeveoUar Aéyer, avvavioyer 8€ abt rpdrov 
Tiva. Kat 0 NetAos ema és tiv apdeiay THs yifs 
Tis Aiyuntias, Kat avayeirat mept tras dpovpas. 
ws ouv ayovTa TOdE TO yovimov Vdwp Kal TapaKa- 
Aobvra tinpdow Alydarior. 


? , 4 2 \ 4 
, 46. Ogdpuyxos ovTwS 3 ixOds KékAnroat, Kat 
coiuKEv €K TOD TpoowrTrOV AaPety ro dvoua Kat Tob 
fan) > 
oxyuaTos TOU Kar avro. tpéder 5é dpa Tov 


1 <oty> add. H. 


9 ? 
3 Schn: otros. <pev> add. Schn. 








* Cynopolis, close to Oxyrhynchus. 
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ON ANIMALS, X. 44-46 


these are all the kinds of Cicada of which I remember 


having heard the names, but if anyone has got to 
know more than those that I have mentioned, he 


must tell them. 


45. Here are further facts relating to Dogs which The Dog 


I have heard. Puppies are born blind, and when 
they emerge from their dam’s womb they cannot see. 
For the first fortnight they are afflicted in this way, 
that is for as many nights as the moon does not 
appear, but after that the Dog has the sharpest sight 
of any animal. And it is held in honour by the 


Egyptians, for they have named a district @ after it, 


and they assert that the reason for this is twofold : 
first, when Isis was seeking everywhere for Osiris,” 
Dogs led the way and tried both to help her to trace 
his son and also to keep off the wild beasts. And the 
second reason is this, that at the same time that the 
Dog-star rises (the story goes that it was the dog of 
Orion), the Nile also in a sense rises, coming up to 
water the land of Egypt, and pours over the plough- 
lands. And so the Egyptians pay honour to the 
Dog for bringing and summoning this fertilising 
water. 


46. There is a fish that goes by the name of 
Oxyrhynchus,¢ and it appears to derive its name from 
its face and from the shape of it. The Nile breeds 


> Osiris was the husband of Isis; he was murdered by his 
brother Typhon. * Plut. de Is. et Os. 356F tells how Osiris, 
mistaking Nephthys for her sister Isis, begat upon her Anubis. 
Isis sought for ‘ his son’ to help in her search for the body of 
Osiris. 
¢ That is, ‘ sharp-snouted.’ 
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mpoerpyyevov 6 NetAos, kal pevroe Kat €€ adrod 
Kéxdytat vopos év0a SHmrov Kat TyLas 0 LxOds eye 
6 attés. ayxiotpm 5é Onpabévra ixOov ode dy 
mote payouey olde ot avdpes, SedidTEs py TOTE dpa 


> ~ \ v ¢ 
avT@ tepimapels Ervyey 6 Tapa odiow tepos Kal. 
\ 3 \ A) > 
Bavpaores iyOds dv elmov. éav Se Kat Suxtvors 


aA@ot mote ixOves, avuyvedovot Tatra, by) Tapa- 
Aafay evérecev éxeivos, Kat mpoTtysd@ow abypiay 
7 addvros exeivou THY udAtora edOnpiav. éyovar 
d€ avTov ot mrepiywpot ex Tov “OQoiptdos Tpavydtuy 
yeyovevat’ vootor d€ tov "Ocipw apa tov adbrov 
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ON ANIMALS, X. 46-47 


the aforesaid fish; and after it too® a district is 
named, where, I believe, this same fish is held in 
veneration. Should the inhabitants catch a fish on 
a hook they will never eat it for fear lest the afore- 
said fish, which they regard as sacred and to be 
worshipped, may have chanced to impale itself on 
the hook. And whenever fish are netted, they 
search the nets in case this famous fish has fallen in 
without their noticing it. And they would rather 
catch nothing at all than have the largest catch 
which included this fish. And the people who live 
round about maintain that it was born from the 
wounds of Osiris. They identify Osiris with the 
Nile. 


47. The Ichneumon is both male and female in 
the same individual, partaking of both sexes, and 
Nature has enabled each single same animal both. 
to procreate and to give. birth. Those that are 
worsted in a fight are degraded into the less honoured 
class, for the victors. mount the vanquished and 
inseminate them. And the latter carry with them 
as prize of their defeat endurance of birth-pangs 
and motherhood for fatherhood. The Ichneumon 
is most hateful to man’s deadliest enemies, the asp 
and the crocodile: I have earlier on described how 
they war with each other.? Ichneumons are said 


to be sacred to Leto and the Goddesses of Birth, 


and the people of Heracleopolis worship them, so 
they say. 
¢ That is, like the Dog in ch. 45. Oxyrhynchus lay on the 


W side of the Nile between lat, 28 and 29; Cynopolis lay on 


the opposite bank. | 
> See 3. 22 and 8. 25. _ , 
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ON ANIMALS, X. 48 


_ 48. To Lycaon King of Emathia was born a son T 
of the name of Macedon, after whom the country ¢ Serpent” 


has.thenceforward been called, no longer preserving. 
its ancient name. Now his son was a vigorous youth 
of remarkable beauty and his name was Pindus. 
Other sons he had besides, but they were foolish in 
spirit and not robust of body, and so in course of time 
growing jealous of the valour and the general good 
fortune of their brother, they slew him; but it was to 
their own undoing, and they paid the penalty as was 
right. For Pindus realising that his brothers were 
plotting against him, left his father’s kingdom and 
lived in the country. And besides being vigorous in. 
other respects he was also a great hunter. And on 
one occasion he was pursuing some fawns, and they 
fied as fast as their legs could carry them, while he 
rode at full speed in pursuit, leaving his fellow hunts- 
men far behind. But the fawns entered a hollow 
and very deep ravine, escaped out of their pursuer’s 
sight, and disappeared. Accordingly Pindus leapt 
from his horse and fastened it by the rein to one of 
the trees hard by and was just about to investigate 
the ravine and to search for the fawns, when he 
heard a voice which said ‘ Touch not the fawns!” 
And so after looking all round and seeing nothing, he 
was in fear of the voice, thinking that it proceeded 
from some mightier agency. And then he departed 
taking his horse with him. But on the follow- 
ing day he came unaccompanied, but remember- 
ing the voice that had fallen on his ears and being: 
afraid, he did not: enter the ravine. - And while he, 
was taking council with himself and was perplexed 
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ON ANIMALS, X. 48 


as to who it was that the day before had checked his 
pursuit of the quarry, and while he was looking about, 
as was natural, for shepherds on the hills or other 
hunters, he beheld a monstrous serpent trailing most 
of its body behind but with the neck, which was 
small compared with the rest of the body, held 
aloft. (Neck and head together exceeded in size 
that of a full-grown man.) The sight filled him 
with terror. Pindus however did not take to flight, 
but pulled himself together and by his adroitness 
tricked the serpent, for he brought forward the 
birds which he happened to have caught and offered 
them as friendly gifts and as a ransom for his own 
life. And the serpent mollified presumably and 
bewitched, as you might say, by the gifts, departed. 
This pleased the youth and thereafter, being a good 
man, he used to bring payment for the saving of his 
life to the serpent, giving freely the firstfruits of the 
chase, whether beast or bird from the hills. And 
this bestowal of gifts had the most fruitful results 


for Pindus, and his fortune began to prosper and 


grew every day more impressive, for whether it was 
beasts of the forest or whether it was birds, with all 
of them his hunting was successful. Accordingly 
he enjoyed abundance; moreover his fame spread 
abroad, of how he fearlessly attacked and captured 
wild beasts. His figure was tall and such as to cause. 
astonishment by reason of the bulk of his body and 
of his splendid condition also. And it was clear that 
his beauty inflamed and kindled the hearts of all 
women with desire for him: all who were widowed 
would throng his doors like people crazed, while 
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those who were married to husbands and whom 
custom confined indoors were enslaved by the fame 
of Pindus’s beauty and would rather have been his 
wife than become goddesses. As to the men, most 
of them admired and loved him; only his brothers 
hated him. And once when he was hunting by 
himself they lay in wait for him, and the hunting- 
ground was near a river, and the three set upon him 
as he had none to help him and smote him with their 
swords. Whereupon he cried aloud. His cry was 
heard by his companion the serpent. (This creature 
is keen of hearing and has very sharp eyes.) And so 
it emerged from its lair and coiling round the mis- 
creants killed them by choking them to death. But 
the snake continued to mount guard until the youth’s 
relations, who were anxious for him, arrived and 
found him lying dead. But though they made lamen- 
tation for him they did not dare to attend to the dead 
body for fear of its guardian. The serpent however 


realising by some mysterious instinct that it was 


keeping them away, departed at a very leisurely pace, 
leaving Pindus to receive the last kind service from 
his kin. 
and the river which was close by the scene of murder 
was called Pindus after the dead man and the tomb 
over him. It.is then a characteristic of animals to 
render thanks to their benefactors, as I have stated 
earlier on, and especially on this occasion. 


49. Particularly in Clarus do the inhabitants and Geen free 


all Greeks pay honour to the son of Zeus and Leto.* 
And so the land there is untrodden by poisonou 
creatures and is also highly obnoxious to them. 


2 “Apollo. 
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also bears witness to what I say, and his words are: 


‘No viper, nor harmful spiders, nor deep- 
wounding scorpion dwell in the groves of Clarus, 
for Apollo veiled its deep grotto with ash-trees 
and purged its grassy floor of noxious creatures ’ 


[Nic. fr. 31]. 


50. I have heard it said that in Eryx, where of 
course the famous temple of Aphrodite is (the pigeons 
there and their peculiarities I mentioned earlier on),* 
there is a store of gold, an immense store of silver, 
necklaces, and finger-rings of great price; and that 
dread of the goddess renders them safe from robbers 
and untouched; and that men in ancient times 
always regarded the aforesaid goddess and her 
treasures with veneration and awe. But J learn that 
Hamilear the Carthaginian ° looted these objects, 
melted down the silver. and gold, and then dis- 
tributed an infamous largesse to his troops. And 
for these deeds he suffered the. most painful and 
grievous torments and was punished with crucifixion, 
while all his accomplices and partners in that unholy 
sacrilege died violent and terrible deaths. And his 
native land which till then was so prosperous and 


@ See 4. 2. 
> Defeated at Himera and killed, 480 B.c. ; see Hdt. 7. 165-7. 
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which was reputed enviable above most lands, after 
these sacred objects had been imported, was reduced 
to slavery. But impressive though these facts are 
they have no bearing on my present object, but what 
is relevant to this discourse shall now be told. 

On every day throughout the whole year the people 
of Eryx and strangers too sacrifice to the goddess. 
And the largest of the altars is in the open air, and 
upon it many sacrifices are offered, and all day long 
and into the night the fire is kept burning. The 
dawn begins to brighten, and still the altar shows no 
trace of embers, no ashes, no fragments of half-burnt 
logs, but is covered with dew and fresh grass which 
comes up again every night. And the sacrificial 
victims from every herd come up and stand beside 
the altar of their own accord; it is the goddess in 
the first place that leads them on, and in the second 
place it is the ability to pay, and the wish, on the 
part of the sacrificer. At any rate should you 
desire to sacrifice a sheep, lo and behold, there is a 
sheep standing at the.altar, and you must begin the 
ceremonial washing. But if you are a man of 
substance and wish to sacrifice one cow or even more 
than one, then the herdsman will not mulct you by 
charging too much, nor will you disappoint him,? for 
the goddess sees that the sale-prices are just, and if 
you pay fairly you will win her favour. If however 
you want to buy at a cheaper rate than is proper, 
you will pay down your money in vain—the animal 
departs and you are unable to sacrifice. 

So much then for this peculiarity of animals at 
Eryx in addition to those which I have mentioned 
earlier on. 


> By attempting to bargain. 
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Tov vewy Kat olover KabHpavres adTov TH mTHCEL, 
eira, pévroe Kariaow és tov Tob vew zeptBodov, 
peyvorov TE TO peyebos Kal TO KaANoS WpatdTarov 
ovTa. oTav ovv ol Te @dol TH oderépa povon TH 
Ge mpocddwor Kai pévrot Kal ot KiBapiorat 
ovyKpéKwot TH Yop@ Travappoviov pédos, éevradOd 
Tol Kal ol KUKVOL GuvavapéArroval SuoppobodyTes 


a ee 2 
HEV Kad. pot. 
8 ee 
viees. 4 Tov mpoepynevoy. 
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BOOK XI 


1. The race of the Hyperboreans and the honours ie and 


there paid to Apollo are sung of by poets and are of 


celebrated by historians, among whom is Hecataeus, 
not of Miletus but of Abdera. The many other 
matters of importance which he narrates I think 
there is no need for me to bring in now, and in fact 
I shall postpone the full recital to some other occasion, 
when it will be pleasanter for me and more convenient 
for my hearers. The only facts which this narrative 
invites me to relate are as follows. This god has as 
priests the sons of Boreas and Chione, three* in 
number, brothers by birth, and six cubits in height. 
So when at the customary time they perform the 
established ritual of the aforesaid god there swoop 
down from what are called the Rhipaean mountains ° 
Swans in clouds, past numbering, and after they have 
circled round the temple as though they were purify- 
ing it by their flight, they descend into the precinct 
of the temple, an area of immense size and of sur- 
passing beauty. Now whenever the singers sing 
their hymns to the god and the harpers accompany 
the chorus with their harmonious music, thereupon 
the Swans also with one accord join in the chant and 


@ Or rather two, Calais and Zetes. 
>» A fabulous range of mountains from which the N wind 
was supposed to issue; beyond them lived the Hyperboreans. 
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Kat ovdauads ovdapy} amnyés Kal amwddov exetvor 


peA@dotrres, adAd, womep otv éx Tob yopoAgKTov 
To evddousov AaBdrres Kal Tots codicrais tav 
tep@v peA@v tois émuywpiors avvgoavres. elra 
Tob vuvov TeAcabévrTos ot dé dvaxywpoto. TH mpds 
Tov Saiova Tinh Ta ciftoueva AaTpEevoarres Kal 
Tov Jeov ava maoav THV hépav ot mpoepnevoe cds 
elrrety yxopevTal mrynvol pédAdarrés 1 te dua Kal 





ON ANIMALS, XI. 1-3 


never once do they sing a discordant note or out of 
tune, but as though they had been given the key 
by the conductor they chant in unison with the 
natives who are skilled in the sacred melodies. Then 
when the hymn is finished the aforesaid winged 
choristers, so to call them, after their customary 
service in honour of the god and after singing and 
celebrating his praises all through the day, depart. 


v 

QOaVvTeEs. 2. The people of Epirus and all strangers cone 
* * 2 hd 16] 

sojourning there, beside any other sacrifice to ‘Apotioin 


2. Qvovor 66? Kai drAAws of "Hrepdrat TO Apollo, on one day in the year hold their chief Epirus 


"AmoAAwu Kat adrot Kat av é6cov tav Edvav 
emiOnuov e071, Kal ToUTy 87 4 rHv peylorny 
EopTHVv ayover pds Huepas TOO ETovs CEH TE Kal 
peyahonperi. eoTt O€ dverov TH Ved dAgos, Kat 
Exel KvKAw aepiBodov, Kat évdov eiot ® SpaKovtes, 
Kat Tob Deob afupua obrot ye. % Tovey idpea, 
youn : maplevos, TEpELoe pov”, Kat Tpopyy Tots 
Spdrcovar Kopiber. Aéyovrat d€ apa do Tov 
Hrewpwrdv exyovor Tod ev AcAdots Tv6avos 
eval. €av pev ovv otto. trapeMotoay ri idperav 
mpoonvas Gedowvrat Kat tas tpodas mpobiuws 
AdBwor, _edleviar 7 re dirodnAoby dpodoyotyrat 
Kal ETOS avooov' eav O€ ExmAnEwor ev adTHV, [A7) 
AdBwot dé dca dpéyes pertypara, Tavavria ta&v 
TpOElpyuEevewv Ol ev wavTevovTat, ol dé €Arilovow. 


a 
38 
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festival in his honour with solemnity and great 
pomp. There is a grove dedicated to the god, and 
round about it a precinct, and in the enclosure are 
Serpents, and these self-'same Serpents are the pets 
of the god. Now the priestess, who is a virgin, — 
enters unaccompanied, bringing food for the Ser-— 
pents. And the people of Epirus maintain that the 
Serpents are sprung from the Python at Delphi. If, 
as the priestess approaches, they look graciously upon 
her and take the food with eagerness, it is agreed 
that they are indicating a year of prosperity and of 
freedom from sickness. If however they scare 
her and refuse the pleasant food she offers, then the 
Serpents are foretelling the reverse of the above, 
and that is what the people of Epirus expect. 


3. At Etna in Sicily honour is paid to a temple of las 
Hephaestus, and there are a precinct, sacred trees, tus at Etna 


and a fire that is never extinguished, never sleeps. 


> fh ~ ~ 
3. “Ev Atrvyn 6€ dpa rH LuKedunH ‘Hdaiorov 
~ ? \ » 
TYULaTaL vews, Kat eoTt meptBodAos Kat Sévdpa cepa 
\ nm A , 
Kat wip aoBeorov te Kai aKoipnrov. «iat de 





5 Jac: «iat Kindy. 8 Lobeck : yupvy. 


7 etOdvecav H. 


t répiavres. ’ 2 +e, 
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KUVES TWEpt TE TOV VEewWV KaAL TO aAgos tepot, Kat 


TODS pev owodpdvws Kal WS mpémTEL TE Gua Kat 
yp} mapidvTas és Tov vewy Kal TO dAgos olde 
Gaivovot Kat aikdAdovow, ofa 1 dirodpovovpevol 2 
Te Kal yrwpilovres Shou: éav Sé Tis H <Tas> 3 
yelpas evayys, todrov pév Kal Sdxvovar Kal 
apvocovat, tous dé dAAws EK Twos optdrAias 
HKoVTasS akoAdoToU movoy SiwKovoL. 


4. Thy Ajuntpa “Epptovets c€Bovot, cat Pvovow 
adr h peyadompen@s Te Kat coBapds, Kat TH 
eopTyv XOdvia * kaAotor. peyioras > yodv © axovw 
Bods d7r0 THs tepeias THs Anpnrpos ayeobai re 
mpos TOV Booprov ek THs ayeAns Kat Wew éavras 
Tapéxew. Kat ots éyw paprus “ApiorokAfs, 6s 
ov pyot 


Adparep modvKapre, od KhV LiKeAoiow evapyhs 
: 4 > ? 
Kat map “EpeyGeidais. év Sé€ te <todro> 7? 


eya 
Kpiver é€v “Epptovedot: tov €€ ayéAns yap 
adeoy 


~ a ? “~ 
Tabpov, dv od yeipotvT ® avépes odd€ Séxka, 
“~ a / 
TovTov ypats oreiyovoa ova povoyv ovaTos €AKeL 
ld > >? A : / e ? “ 
Tovd emt Bwpov, 66 ws warépe Tats Eerat. 
1 , 7 
cov T60€, Aduarep, adv To abévos: thaos «ins, 
\ / 9 @ LAA AE 3 € / 
Kat mavTws ® AdAAot KAGpos ev ‘“Epprovy. 


ola. 7. 2 Ges: diAdhpoow evodpevor. 
3 <ras> add. H. 4 Meursius: x8oviar, 
5 Ges: peytorous. 8 obv. 
: <rodro> add. Ges. 8 ox aipotow. 
mavro. . 
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And about the temple and the grove there are sacred 
Hounds which greet and fawn upon such as pass into 
the temple and the grove with honest hearts in seemly 
fashion as is their duty, as though the animals had a 
kindness for them and presumably recognised them. 
If however a man has his hands stained with crime, 
they bite and tear him, whereas those who only 
come from the bed of debauchery they simply chase 
away. 


4. The people of Hermione * worship Demeter 
and sacrifice to her in splendid and impressive style; 
and they call her festival the * Festival of the Earth.’ 
At any rate I have heard that the largest cattle 
allow themselves to be led from the herd by the 
priestess to the altar of Demeter and be sacrificed. 
And Aristocles bears witness to my statement when 
he says somewhere | 


‘Demeter, goddess of abundance, thou dost 
manifest thyself both to the people of Sicily and 
to the sons of Erechtheus, but this among the 
dwellers in Hermione is judged a mighty feat: the 
bull of surpassing size from a herd, which not even 
ten men can master, this bull an aged woman, 
coming by herself, leads by the ear alone to this 
altar, and he follows as a child after its mother. 
Thine, even thine, Demeter, is the power. Show 
us thy favour and grant that every farm in Her- 
mione may thrive exceedingly.’ 


* Town on the SE coast of Argolis. 
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5. Ev <rH> 1 pq 7H Aavvia 2 vedv pev etvor 

~ >A@ ~ ~ TA 10 109 : ‘ & 4 3 A 
tas “AOnvas ths “lAuddos adoveu tous d€ evTavbot 


4 ? “~ ~ 
Kdvas tpepopévous Bpvotet TOv pev “EAAjvwv tods 
> , i ~ d 
aduxvoupevous caivew, traxretv dé tous BapBapovs. 


6. "Ev ’Apxadia 5€ ydpa éeorw tepov Llavds: 
Ada} th Ydpw To dvoya. odKobv doa av evravlot 
trav Cawv Katadyn Bomep ody ixéras 6 eos bV 
aidots dywv? era pévrou adler THY peylorny 
cwrnpiay adrd: of ydp Tow AvKoL OL SiwKovTEs 
mapeAbeiv gow tredpixace Kat avacrédAovrat movov 
Geacdpevor of * Karéduyer. idia 84° Kat ToUTwYy 
trav Cawv éoixe ® pos owrnpiay ayaba. 


7. "Ev Koupidoe “ aut édadot (mAHGos Se apa 
rovTwy t&v Onpiwy eévratd €or, Kat moAAci 
Onparat mept tiv aypav adtdv jveépwvrar) drav 
Katapdywow és TO Tod "AmdAAwvos lepov 76 
évravbot § (€or. S5é dAoos péytorov), vAaKkrodor 
ev ob KUves, TAnciov Se eADeiv ody -b7opEevovow: 
at 8¢ cvordoo.® véwovras arperrov Kat aded 1} 
THY vopyv, aroppyTw Twi pice THY dep EavTav 
cwrnplav TS Oe morevovaat at Edador. 


8. "Avw mov AdAekrat pot Tas pvlas Tas eV 
"Odvuria 7H Tis mavnydpews emdnuia éxovoas 
adioracbat Kat ws av Etrrot TIS [ETA TOV YUVALKOY 
ent tiv davrimépas byOnv tot ’AAdevob aamévan. 


, sri? ae Ht. 2 Gron: Aaviia. 
aywv 7a Coa. 4 od. 

> Schn: dé. 8 éyKat or epny. 

7 Schn: xovpidiw. 8 évravbol rijovov. 
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ON ANIMALS, XI. 5-8 


5. In the country of the Daunii? there is a tenaple Dogs sacred 
to Athena of Ilium which is celebrated. And they Hig en 
say that the Hounds that are kept there fawn upon 


any Greeks that arrive but bark at foreigners. 


6. And in Arcadian territory there is a shrine of a refuge for 
Pan; Aule is the name of the place. Now any ghimalsin 
animals that take refuge there the god respects Arcadia 
as suppliants and protects in complete safety. For 
wolves in pursuit are afraid to enter it and are checked 


at the mere sight of the place of refuge. So there 


"is private property for these animals too to enable 


them to survive. 


7. On Curias® when the Deer (of which there are A refuge for 
a great number and many hunters keen in pursuit of ore 
them) take refuge in the temple of Apollo there (the 
precinct is of very wide extent), the hounds bay at’ 
them but do not dare to approach. But the Deer 


in a body graze undeterred and without fear and by 


some mysterious instinct trust to the god for their 


safety. 


8. I have mentioned somewhere earlier on *-how me avoid 
on the oceasion of the national assembly at Olympia os ‘Apotlo 
the flies absent themselves of their own free will and, 
so to speak, depart along with the women to the 


opposite bank of the Alpheus. And in the island of 
@ A people in the NW of Apulia. | 


6 Promontory on the § coast of Cyprus. 
© See 5. 17. 
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év Sé 7H Aevxads dxpa péev eorw byndy, vews bé- 


"AnddAdwve iSpuTa, Kat "Axridv ye. adrov oi 
TyuL@vTes avopdlovow. odKxodv Tis Tavnyipews 
emonuciv eArovons, Kal’ qv Kat to* midqya 
mydadot 7@ OG, Ovovor Body rais pviats, ai de 
eumdnobeioar Tod aiparos apavilovrar. dexacbet- 
cat pev obv amaAddrrovrat adrat, at dé Tiatar 
dSéxacTo. Kpelrtous apa, éxeivat, atdot Tod Geos, 
GAAG py pic8ob 74, Séovra mparrovoa. 


; ov ? > ~ \ on 3 ”~ 
9. Ixapos €ort vijoos, Kal TH ye | EpvbpG 
Badatrn éyxerar. evratla towvv vews coTw 
> x” \ \ / Q _ > } ‘ 
Apréuidos, Kat mAnIn atyav Te aypiov Kat 
x ~ \ ~ 
Sopkdiwy eb pdda edtpapdv Kat Aayav pevro.. 
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Leucas there is a high promontory on which a temple 
of Apollo has been built, and worshippers style him 
Apollo of Actium. Now when the festival is about to 
be held there in which they make the Leap in honour 
of the god, men sacrifice an ox to the flies, and when 
the latter have sated themselves with the blood they 
disappear. Yes, but they are bribed to depart, 
whereas the flies at Pisa need no bribe. So the 
latter are superior because they do what is required 
out of reverence for the god and not for a reward. 


9, Icarus is an island and lies in the Red Sea.? ener on 


Now there is a temple of Artemis there and quantities 
of wild goats and plump gazelles and hares also. 
If a man ask leave of the goddess to take them and 
then starts to hunt whatever is allowed, he does 
not fail in his object but succeeds and is glad of her 
gift. But should he fail to ask, he takes nothing 
and is punished in a way that others describe. 


Ne , A. ONY. / 
Kal Bidwor Sikas, ds dAdot Acyovow. 10. And now, when I have mentioned the swans Apis, the 


from the Rhipaean mountains in the country of the peas 
Hyperboreans on account of their daily and assiduous Egyptians 


service of the son of Zeus and Leto, shall I refrain 


SS RERUN OUST SESS IS GN ESO I CRS BES A 


10. Etra kcdcvev pev t&v ‘Piraiwy t&v ev Tots 
af f ? \ A ? “ A \ \ 
mepBopéois, emet Aatpevovor TH Atos Kat 


TWEE 


and > A 
nrobs conpepar pirordvws, eojodynv pyywny, 
tavpou dé tepod, dvrep otv Eexfeotow Atyirrwo, 
“~ ~ ¢ ~ 
odk epodpev Te tia; Kal TAs Huds odk av péprbat- 
To Kat 4 ovyypad? Kal 4 ddots, Hs Kat Tobro 
5d 4 Sy ~ “ LAAG / ? +f 2 ey: 
gpyov te Kat d@pov; adda TFT pHovos |“ ye ovdE 


1 Jac: ve. 2 potos corrupt. 





¢ Strabo (10. 452) relates that at the annual festival a 
criminal, to whom a number of live birds were attached in 
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from telling of the special characteristics of the 
sacred Bull which the Egyptians deify? How then 
could I avoid being censured by history and by 
Nature, who made and gave this gift also to man? 
But <no one shall accuse me of negligence on this 


order to break his fall (or ‘leap’), was thrown into the sea, 
was then picked up by boatmen and taken from the 


country. 
+ Or rather at the northern end of the Persian Gulf. The 


more usual spelling is ‘ Ichara.’ 
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tavTn pabupov, Kat eixdtws eipycetar Kat A 
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Yeodoyia de. Oeds Atyurriows + evapyéoratos § 
: Amis elvau muoreveTat. yiverat 5é éx Bods, és 
nv otpavov oé€Aas e€umeodv omopds aitiov €or. TO 
TPoErpn Leven. <kat> “EAAnves <pev> ? adtov Ka- 
ofow Erradov, Kat yeveadoyotaty of unrépa “Id 
THY Apyetay thv “Ivayou: Aiydmrioe bé éxBar- 
ovat Tov Adyov as pevd4h, Kal ypOvrat TO ypdsven 
aprupt. gaol yap "Emadov pev dhe Kat Kéra 
yevéadar, Tov dé “Amw Tov prov pupiddas érov 
TapToAAas THY és avOpurrous emdniav mpoedndé- 
vob. onpeta dé adrob Kal yvwpiopata éyer peév 
Kab Hpddotos Kat Aptorayopas, ody dpodoyotor 
de adrois Atyirriot évvéa Kai eixoot yap adrd, 
elvat pact Kat eumpéerev THdE TH icp Bot. iva, 
be Tatra €ore Kat omws Sidomapra. Kata rob 
ow@patos Tob Cwov, Kal OvTwa tpdTov otovel 
SupvOvorar avrots, aAdaydber eloeofe: orov 8&é 
T@v aoTépwv EKAOTOV onuciov d1a ovpBodAwy 
awirreraL Thy gvow, Aiydari. Texunpidoa 
iKGvOl. Kal yap ToL Kal Tv dvodoy THY Tob 
NeiAou vrodnAoby onuetd? dace Kal TO Tob 
KOOpLOV oXYnUG" ” dter Te Kal otpPodov, ods 


? “A ? : 7 7 
exeivot Néyovow, Grep obv aivirrerat Tod duwtos 


4 # 
elvat TO oKOTOS ampeapvTepov, Kat TO pnvoetdes 
Tis aehivns KaTnyopel oxhua <T@> 4 ovreevre ® 
> 

onpetov adAdo, Kat dAAa dé emt rovrow dAAwY 
awiypata BeByror i apabé toTopt 

t BePidos te Kat dyaleow toropias 
compemots ovk evovpBoda TairTa 6dbaduois ovra.. 


1 Ges: Aibytmrios. 
3 onpetor. 
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ON ANIMALS, XI. 10 


point ?>,* and I will describe also, as is reasonable, 
this system of religion. | 

Among the Egyptians Apis is believed to be the 
god whose presence is most manifest. He is born 
of a cow on which a flash of light from heaven has 
fallen and caused his engendering. The Greeks call 
him Epaphus and trace his descent from his mother 
the Argive Io, daughter of Inachus. The Egyptians 
however reject the story as false, and appeal to time 
as their witness, for they maintain that Epaphus 
was born late down the ages, whereas the first Apis 
visited mankind many, many thousands of years 
earlier. Herodotus [3. 28] and Aristagoras [Miller 
FHG 2. 98] adduce evidence and tokens of this; but 
the Egyptians do not acknowledge them, for they 
assert that there are nine-and-twenty marks clearly 
to be seen on this sacred bull. But what these 
marks are, and how they are distributed over the 
body of the animal, and in what fashion the bull is, 
as it were, adorned with them, you may learn from 
another source. And the Egyptians are able to 
explain which of the stars each mark symbolises. 
And they say further that the marks indicate when 
the Nile will rise and the shape of the universe. 
But you will also see a mark (so the Egyptians assert) 
which suggests that darkness is older than light. 
And another mark explains the shape of the crescent 
moon to him who understands; there are besides, 
other mysterious signs of different import which to 


the eyes of the profane and those uninstructed in 


divine history are hard to interpret. And whenever 


2 The text is defective and the translation conjectural. 
oo a i 
6 Ges: ovvdy Te. 6 wépos. 


367 





AELIAN 


drav dé Siappedon % din tov Yeav Atyumriois 
reréyOar Aéyovoa, TOY ypapparéwv TOV lepdv 
Twes, otomep! obdv padlnua madi €x maTpds 
mapadsolev axptBody? tov tmep TaV onpeiwr 
édeyyov, nKovow evtatia, ob THs PeoptAods * Bods 
70 Bpédos éréxOn, Kai kara ye THY bdhynow Thy 
‘Eppod tiv mpecButarny otkiay * éyetpovow, evba, 
Symov Kat Svartycerar THv ye mpaTnv, €s yAtov 
pev avatodas op@cav, tpddouvs® de tas Tob 
Bpédous trodéfacbas Kal pada ye tkaviyy: Ter- 
Tdpwv yap det pnvdv ev yddAaks rovde civar rov 
pdoyov. éemav dé yévytat extpadeis,® evrat0da ror 
bravicyovons ceAyvns véas aravT@or ypayparets 
fepol Kal mpodfrat, Kal pevToe Kat vadv ava éTos 
és totro T@de’ TH Saipove tepav Koopodot, Kat 
ratty TopOuedovow adrov és Méuduy, evbe. diArata 
On adr@ kat SvarpiBal ® ceyapropévas kat evnByrH- 
pia Kal Spduor Kal KovioTpat Kal ‘yupvacta Kal 
byAeav Body wpaiwy oikot® Kat Ppéap Kat KpHvy 
morijov vaatos: od 19 ydp ot pacw ot Geparrevrat 
Te Kat tepeis Avotredeiv aet NetA@ov amivew Kat 
yap maivecbat 44 yAuKéos rovTov Tod petuaros 
Kat és OyKov capkav ovros ayalod. aopmas 6¢ 
ds méumovot, Kat tepovpyias <ds> 1" émredotor 
rod véov 13 Baiwovos Ta Peodavia Ovovres Atydartot, 
Kat yopeias <ds>1* yopevovar, Kat Oadias Kat 


1 Jac: darep. 2 Jac: axptpot. 
3 feod daow Aiyurriov. 4 oixlav re. 

5 R6hl: rpodds MSS, H. 8 rpadeis. 

7 Kal r@de. 8 rpBat. 
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ON ANIMALS, XI. to 


the report gets abroad which tells the Egyptians 
that the god has been born, some of the sacred 
scribes to whom there has been handed down from 
father to son the science whereby they verify these 
marks, come to the spot where the calf has been born 
to the heifer beloved of god, and in accordance with 
the immemorial precepts of Hermes erect a house 
where the calf will live at any rate for the time 
being; it faces the rising sun and is quite large 
enough to take in the nurses of the calf, for it is 
essential that the calf should be at the udder for 
four months. And when it has been weaned, then 
at the rising of the new moon the sacred scribes and 
priests go out to meet it and moreover year by year 
make ready a sacred vessel for this god and transport 
him on board to Memphis, where he finds abodes 
after his heart and delightful spots to linger in and 
places where he may amuse himself, where he may 
yun and roll in the dust and exercise himself, and the 
homes of beautiful cows, and a well and a spring that 
yield water for drinking, for his ministers and priests 
say that it is not good for him always to drink of the 
Nile. Moreover he is said to grow fat on this sweet 
water which helps to build up a mass of flesh. As for 
the processions which they hold and the sacred 
offices which they perform when the Egyptians 
celebrate the revelation of the new god, the dances 


¢ The ‘nurses’ are the cows which supply the Apis-calf 


- with milk. 
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Kal yap m.] KaTamatveobat. 
12 <a> add. Schn. 

18 Reiske: véov Kat vdaros. 


14 ds) add. Reiske. 
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33 3 ~ “a 
mavnyvpets as emireAotot, Kat ows adrolis Kal. 


mods dtaca Kal Kon ot edppoovvyns epyerat, 
pakpa av ein A€yew. exetvos bé,+ ev Srov TH 
ayéAn tdde TO Oeiov éeyévero Cov, doxe? me 
evoaiwy Kat €oTw, dyovot Te Atyirrriot Javpacrdy 
ye adtov. pdvris S€* av dpa ayalds 6 "Ams, od 
Kkabilwy ya Aia xdpas 7 mpeoButépas yuvatkas 
emt Twwy TpiTddwv, obd€ pHy Tapatos tepod 
eumimAds, GAN’ 6 pev rig evyeTae TH Oe 7HdE3 
matoes 6¢ dOdpovres e€w Kat mpos addAods 4 
oKipT@vres, emimvoo. yevouevor ovv TO pvdua 
adtda Exacta mpodéyovow, ws eivat <adnbéorepa 
tav én» Léeypa® ta AcxGévTa. eixalovar dé 
apa Kat TQ “OQpw adrov Alydarior, oviep ody 
memioTevKact popas Kapmrav ® kat edeTynpias aiTiw- 
ratov amdons. evlev rot Kat b7ép THs woAvypoias 
_adrobd. diAocodotot, TO mowidov TOV Kaprdv 
drawiTTopevoe Ota oupPdAwy. Aéyer OE Tis Tav 
apopnTrav Adyos ot} m&ow éExmvaros tt dpa 
<Miis> 7 6 ra&v Aiyunriwy Baotreds érevdnoe 
Cov mote o€Bew eursvyov, eira pévrou mpoetrero 
Tadpov, amadvTwv wpatoTrarov eivat avTOV TEMLOTEU- 
Kas Kat TAS ye “Ouypou Kpicews THs dép ToUTwWY 
Kat tyvua iav 6 Mavis daow. eimeiy yap Kat 


“Opnpov év *Thidde 


27 “~ > / ¢ 3 ul 

nvre Bots ayéAngs péy e€oyos errAeTo TdvTwv 
“~ ¢ 7 f 

Tabpos' 6 yap Te Poeoot peTampéemet aypopéevnor. 


1 Schn: Adyer 5€ exetvos. © we: 
3 7Hde, kat pabeiv Merc adrod. 4 GdAjAous. 
5 <aAnbéorepa tay emt> Laypa Anon.: elvat Laypar. 
6 Ges: rpdmev. 


7 (Maus) add. H. 
37° 





Aj 


SL DERE AT 


si 


ee he 


wlnaes: 


LILLIES DISSIDENT 


x 
Be 
Se 
ee 
ae 
RS 
paar 
ORS 
Rie 
ies 
We 
= 
a 
Rs 
Ss 
SS 
< 
Re 
ay 
se 
Rand 
eS 
“ 
Se 
8 

8 

8 


ON ANIMALS, XI. 10 


which they execute, the feasts and the assemblies 
which they organise, and how every town and 
village is filled with joy—all this would make a long 
story. But the man in whose herd this divine 
animal was born is counted fortunate and is so, and 
the Egyptians regard him with admiration. 

Apis, it seems, is in effect a good prophet: he to 
be sure never sets girls or elderly women on tripods, 
never fills them with some sanctified draught, but a — 
man prays to this god, and children without, who are 
playing and dancing to the music of pipes, become 
inspired and proclaim in time with the music the 
actual response of the god, so that what they say is 
more true than what occurred by the Sagras.* 

The Egyptians liken Apis to Horus whom they 
believe to be the prime cause of the fertility of their 
crops and of every good season. That is how they 
come to reason about his varied colouring, seeing in 
it a hidden symbolical reference to the variety of the 
crops. And there is a story of the priests not known 
to all, that Menis the King of Egypt, thinking of 
some living animal that he might worship, elected a 
bull, believing it to be the finest of all animals, and 
at any rate following Homer in his Judgment on 
these matters, so they say. For Homer too in his 
Ihad [2. 480] says 


‘ Even as a bull standeth out far foremost in the 
herd, for he is conspicuous amid the pasturing kine.’ 


@ A river (no longer identifiable) in Bruttium which was the. 
scene of a battle between the Locrians and the people of 
Croton at some date during the 6th cent. 8.c. The Locrians 
with the aid of the Dioscuri defeated a force more than ten 
times their number, The news of the victory reached Sparta 
on the very same day, and was received with incredulity. See 
Suidas, dAnOéorepa xrA., Smith, Dict. Geogr. 2. 873. 
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Re 4 3 Pat ~ 
oia dé €s pvfodcyiay bmEep Todde TOG Cov Eexrpé- 
> ~ 
movow Aiydrriot! ot Ta rept TOV CHwv ypabavres, 
Ld “~ 
od prot Soke? dida civac. 


But the facts which Egyptian writers on zoology 
distort into legends about this animal are not to my 
taste. 


cf 


B 


11. ‘Nay, but change the theme’ [Hom. Od. Mneuis, the 
8. 492], as the phrase might go, and sing not of the ara 


Horse ® nor yet of the ambush within, but of the bull Esyptians 


11. “AAN aye 8% peraByn Ge dain av 6 ddyos, 
: , 
Kat ovy Unmov pa Ala ovde piv tov ev ade 
, > a es a} 
Aoxov dde, adAd, Mveiw Botv. Kai tobrov Aiyix- 


tot ‘HAtov daciv tepdv, émet tov ye “Amv avdbnua 
eivar LeAjvyn A€yovow. idiov 5é€ dpa Kal tovTw 
yrdpiopa és ro elvar pare KiBSndov pajre phy 
voov adda didov 7H Oe 7H mpoepnuevy daciv 
Aiydrriot. Kat trép tovtwy pev? epet dAdos, 
ov d€ qKovoa Adyov Aiydariov és Bdoavoy TodSe 
Tov tavpov Kat eAeyyov, cite oTopas €oTt Kpeir- 
Tovos «ire pH, TobTov eiteiy EOéhw. Boxyopis 6 
tav Atyurtiwv Baotreds, Kréos® evdes Kal 
djnpnv ovdev Héyovoay bByiés otK oida sdrrws 
apTacas, dikatds Te ev Tats Kpiccow eddKe Kal 
mpos TO Govov * riv pvyiv Kexoopnpevos: Hv dé 
dpa éuTahw mepuKads éxelvos. Kal Ta pev mAciw 
e@ viv, tov d¢ Mvedw,.dAumfoa Oédwy Aiyurriovs, 
ota épydleras yotv adrév. radpov dypiov émd-ye 
ot avrinadov. odxody puKdrar pev 6 Mbyeits, 
avreuvknoatro bé 6 émndvs. eita tro <rod> 5 
Guyot péperat pev eutrecety TH Tavpw TH Yeodire? 
0 €évos eéAwv, Kat ofdddeTar, Kal és mepadas 
EuTec@v mpéuvov érecyely TO Képas, 6 dé Kara 
Tis mAevpas © 6 Mvetiis tirpmoKnwy? améxrewev 
1 Aiydarion THSe TH wept trav Cadwv dAnBeig Kat ididrnre. 
= 8é. Kata KAéos. 


4 @etov. 5 <rod> add. H. 


8 xara mActpav. 
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Mneuis. And he, say the Egyptians, is sacred to the 
Sun, whereas Apis, they say, is dedicated to the 
Moon. And according to the Egyptians he also 
bears a special mark to show that he is no counter- 
feit, no bastard, but beloved of the aforesaid god. 
On these topics another shall speak, but what I 
wish to tell is the Egyptians’ account of the test and 
the proof to which they put this bull to see whether 
he is of superior birth or not. 

Bocchoris the King of Egypt ® acquired—I do not 
know how—a false reputation and a fictitious renown 
and appeared to be just in his judgments and to 
have his heart set on righteousness. But by nature, 
it seems, he was the reverse. Most of his actions I 
pass over at present, but this is how, from a desire 
to cause pain to the people of Egypt, he treated 
Mneuis. He set a wild bull against him. So 
Mneuis began to bellow and the newcomer bellowed 
in answer. And then the stranger rushed forward 
in anger intending to fall upon the bull beloved of 
the god, but tripped and falling against the stem of 
a persea-tree, broke his horn, whereupon Mneuis 


¢ The Wooden Horse whereby the Greeks gained entry 
into Troy. See Verg. Aen. 2. 13-267. 
> Perh. 9th cent. B.C. 





7 qitpdhoxwv TH Kedars. 
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adrov. atdetrat Béxyopis, Kat -picotow adrov 
Aiytrrie. ef 5€ Tis alcysorov! olerau ex Tay 
“~ 3 ” ~ 
dvoixay Adywv és pvlous Eurreceiv, wGpds €or. 
déyw yap doa Te Spa&rat emi Totode Tots Tavpots 
\ «@ > Ul 4, 32 é / 3 f 
Kal doa empaxOy Kat axovw Aeyovrwy AtyurTior, 
ovk hv b€ dpa ...7 ovTw To peddos Exeivots 
exOiordv €or. 


€ Fal ~ 
12. Ot deAdives, TO pwev diAdpovoov abr@v Kat 
A 4 ite) \ Sy a? 3 ‘ ? 
mept THY @dyv omovdatoy® re Kat ptdAOmToVoV 
? f 1 3 ‘ hi i \ iA 
KEKNpUKTAaL TE Kal €s TroAAOds e€ehoiTyGE, Kal ws 
clot diAdvOpwaot aAdou Te eimov Kat Hues avw 
; “~ / 3 “ 4, (9 oa 
mov dve€HAPonev TH Adyw: eEvravbot dé cizety 
dmép THs ovvéeoews atradv od yelpdv €oTw. OTav 
yobv duxti@ mepiméon SeAdis, Ta pev mpdra 
£ lA \ a / ; ~ 
novydle. Kat duyfs ovdey Te péuvytrat, edwyetras 
A ~ ; 
é Ttav ovveaAwKoTwr iyddwr, Kal wWomep emt 
daira nKkwyv KAnros elra éudopetrar adta@v- orayv 
ld ~ Fond 
dé aichntat émtovpduevos Ort yiverar THS yijs 
? : “~ / 
mAnciov, evTatla tor to dixrvov diaTpaywv 
? 
anaAdAdrrerat Kai éorw édevOepos. av dé wore 
ty, a ¢ / a) 
GAG, ob yapieorepo. trav adtewr ddAdayxowov 
avTob Steipavtes TOV pwav adfKav adrov* 6 
\ e _\ 
de ola Tov eAeyyov aidovpevos odKéTe trAnowd ler 
? ‘ > ~ ‘4 1 32 , id 
caynvn to evredler. Aéyer de “Apiotorédns ore 
4. ¢ ~ \ ~ “~ Low 
Kav aA@ Kat 6609 Kat ev rH oxddy %, moAdot 
a ~ ~7~ 
mepwhyovrat SeAdives THY adtdda, Kal és ToCOBTOV 
o , ~ ~ 
mno@ot Te Kal GKipT@or diknv ikera@v, ore 
1 €y@uaros. ' 
8 won on.) dwvav wdiKov. 
erapyKay atrov yvapioua rotro ef éuméoo. dpa trod Kat 
mpoobev addvat adrov mepipéper, 
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ON ANIMALS, XI. 11-12 


wounded him in the flank and killed him. Boccharis. 
was put to shame and the Egyptians loathed him. _ 

But if anyone considers it highly undignified to 
drop from natural history into legend, he is a fool. 
For I am stating what the practice is with these bulls, 
and what then occurred, and what I hear Egyptians 
say . . .4a lie to them is an abomination. 


12. The Dolphins’ love of music and their eager The Dolphin 


pursuit of song have been noised abroad and spread 
to many quarters, and others have told of their 
friendliness to man, and we ourselves have discoursed 
upon it earlier on,? I think. But here I shall do well 
to speak of their intelligence. At any rate when- 
ever a Dolphin is enclosed in a net he keeps quiet to 
begin with and does not think of escaping, but feasts 
upon the fish that have been caught with him and, 
as though invited to a banquet, takes his fill of them. 
But as soon as he realises, while being drawn along, 
that he is nearing the shore, he thereupon bites 
through the net, escapes, and is free. If however 
he is caught, the more kindly fishermen pass a 
rush through his nostrils and let him go; and the 
Dolphin, as though he were ashamed of the evidence 
of his capture, never comes near a drag-net again. 
And Aristotle says [HA 631 a 11] that whenever 
one is caught and made fast and is in the fish-box,” 
Dolphins swim round the boat in numbers and leap 
so high and writhe like suppliants, until the fisher- 


¢ The text is defective. The sense of the missing words 
was perhaps ‘ This is no mere idle tale, for, etc.’ 


> See 2. 6. 
¢ Or ‘tub’ into which the caught fish are thrown. 
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“~ A € , ~ . 

nabeiy te tTovs dAtéas, Kal oiKTEeipar peev roy 
é > A “ 

Seoparrny, elfat d€ Tots Seopevois Kat amoddoar 
“a 4 e / 

avrots TOV ApHLEevov. | 


13. Addvidos toi BovedAov tot Xvpakociov 
nabdvros bro THS vipdyns Tatra dimov Ta dyuvov-~ 
jeve., TEVTE Tpopy.ous Kuvas, Tov Ldvvov! Kai 
Tov Iledapyov Kat THY Aaprada Kat tov “AAKiwov 
Kal Tov Ocovra, Peacapevous Tob dSEoTFOTOU TAS 
maGas éa avT@ Odvarov édécbat daci, Kat odArG 
pev odvpacbar® mporepov, KAadoat dé mdp- 
moAAa. 


14. Acagopa poev Kal Tokina THs TOV EAehavTwy 
tdLornTos ava pot Aédekrat viv de eipyoerar Gru 
Kab pvnpny ayalov é€ort to C@ov totto, Kat 
evtodas dvdd&at oide Kat py pevouc8ar THY Tov 
TmapaxaTadepevenv 6 TL ody adT@ TpocddoKiay TE 
kai éAmida. ore yotv “Avriyovos ézoddpKe 
Meyapéeas, evi trav éhedavtwy tadv TodcutKdv 
ouverpepeTo Kal OfjAvs, dvoua Nixaa. ravry 
Tou 7 Tob Tpepovros adrov yuvy mratdiov, <6> * 
ETUYE TEKOUTG TPO NUEPOV TPLaKOVTA, TapaKaTe- 
Dero * Povij TH "[vdav, As axotovow éAddavtes. 
6 b€ Kat édirer TO maidiov Kat édtdatTe, Kal 
Keysevov mAnatov ydeTo, Kat Kvulwpevov > mrapé- 
BAere, Kat Kabevdovros TH mpoBooKids Tas pvias 
ameadPer® KaAduov KAadi rod mapaBaddopevou és 


1 , 

: Ldvov. 2 Ges: dddpecbac. 

i <a> add. Ja. 4 Jac: Kal mapa-. 
Kvolopevov. 6 Schn: dvecdBet. 
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ON ANIMALS, XI. 12-14 


men feel a touch of sympathy and take pity on the 
prisoner and yield to the entreating creatures and 
release the captive to them. 


13. They say that the five hounds, Sannus, The Hounds 
of Daphnis 


Podargus, Lampas, Alcimus, and Theon, kept by 
Daphnis the neatherd of Syracuse who suifered his 
well-known punishment at the hands of the Nymph, 
at the sight of their master’s misfortune chose to 
die after he died, having previously bewailed him 
deeply and shed tears in abundance. 


14. I have earlier on spoken of the differences and The 


the varieties in the character of Elephants, and I oe 


shall now tell what a good memory too this animal 
has, how it can remember orders and not belie the 
expectation and the hope of those who entrust it 
with whatever it may be. For instance when 
Antigonus ® was besieging Megara a female elephant 
of the name of Nicaea was being kept along with one 
of the war-elephants.. Now to this animal the wife 
of the keeper entrusted a baby which she happened 
to have borne a month before, speaking the Indian _ 
language, which Elephants understand. And the 
Elephant grew fond of the child and used to look 
after it, and liked to have it lying near, and would 
glance at it when it whimpered; and when it slept 
the Elephant would scare away the flies, holding in 
her trunk a spray from the reeds which were thrown 


a See Ael. VH 10.18. D. was beloved by a Nymph and 
vowed to be faithful to her or to lose his sight. He was 
seduced by a King’s daughter and suffered the penalty. 

b A. Gonatas, vice-gerent of Demetrius TY, King of 
Macedon, fought against Pyrrhus, besieged and recovered 
Megara, perh. in 270 .c, See W. W. Tarn, Ant. Gon. 286. 
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A > va _ 
tpopyy avearéAdeTo. ovKoty der THY Tpédovoay 


2 4 ? An \ ~ tr : a \ 
avrTo eumAjoa. pev Tod yaAaKros, trapafetvar Sé 
* ? a ~ on 
TO Knoenorr, 7 mdvrws ayavaxTdv 4 Niko Fy 


o~n \ / 
dfAos Kat TeOvuwpevos Kal Te Kal Spaceiwy Tov 


“ ? 
dewdv. aoAAdaKis b€ Kat avakdAavoavros adto> 
3 \ / a 
eira THY oKadny f evéxeiro Oiéceice, Tapapvbovpe- 
~ “ A fa e ~ 
vos T@ ceop@ To Bpédos, ota Si7ov didodor kal 
\ 


¢ \ ¢ fd “~ ~ nw 
at Tpopot Kat at TiTbat Spay mrowdv, @ dvOpwrror, 6 


arddas. 


15. LndAorutiav Chwv evepyorarny Staddpwv éy 
Kaip@ oida etmwv, Trop@upiwvos Kal Kuves Kal 
pevrot Kat mehapyot vy Aia éx tpitov: viv dé goixa 
déEew ed€pavros dpyjv és ydpov aducovpevor. 
potyevopernv yap THs Tob mwAcvoavtos adrov Kal 
TpépovTos yuvaika em atdtropopw KararaBav, 8v 
appoTépwv Oarepov duis * Tolv Kepadrow, améKrewe 
Kal TOV oLYOV Kal THY polyevoevynV, Kal €lace 
Ketobat Kata TOV oTpwudatav <Tdv> > bBpropévwv 
Kal THs edvis THs mwemaTnpévys, ws eAOdvTa tov 
TwrevTny KaTayv@var Kal TO GOiKNnUa Kal Tov 
TLLWPHOAVTA adT@ yvwpicat. Kal TotTo ev 
"Ivduxdv 76 epyov, exeiBev dé eLedoirnce Setdpo 
3 ? \ 4 3 4 / 
aKkovw de Kat emt Lirov * avdpos Kadob Kat dyabod 
ev? 7H “Payn tadrov yeyovévat: mpooribéac. dé 
oTt apa o evOdde eAédas anéxrewer ® audorépovs, 
Kat yratio ” Karexdduie, Kat eADdvTe TH Tpode? 
amoPaAwy To iudriov Keysévouvs adAjAWwWY mAnolov 


1 Ges: et ye. 2 meipas. 


3 <rév> add. H,. 
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ON ANIMALS, XI. 14-15 


beside her as her fodder. And if the child was not 
there she would actually put her own food aside. 
And so the mother was obliged to give the child its 
fill of milk and then place it beside its guardian, 
otherwise Nicaea gave unmistakable signs of being 
annoyed and angered and even of threatening mis- 
chief. And often, if the baby started to ery, she 
rocked the cradle in which it lay, comforting it as 
nurses are in the habit of doing by the swaying— 
and this, my fellow-men, was an Elephant. 


15. I know that I have spoken appropriately of An Elephant 


the very violent jealousy on the part of different poate 


animals, viz the coot, the dog, and in the third place 
the stork. But now I intend to speak of the anger 
of an Elephant over an outraged marriage. Having 
detected the wife of its trainer and keeper in the 
very act of adultery, it drove one tusk through the 
woman and one through her lover and killed them 
both and left them lying amid the dishonoured 
coverings on the desecrated bed, so that when the 
trainer came he might note their sin and recognise 
his avenger. This happened in India, but the deed 
travelled from there to these shores, and I learn 
that in the reign of Titus, that good and noble 
man, the same thing occurred in Rome, but they 
add that the Elephant there killed both the offenders 
and covered them with a cloak which on the arrival 
of its keeper it threw off and revealed the two lying 


4 Ges: rémov ‘Pwyaiuv BaotAdvovros MSS, “Pw. Bac. del. H. 
5 at ev. 8 améKTEwve per. 
7 év tpario. 
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Aiveias 6 ’Ayyioov 6 Teas riv mod tiv mpoe- 
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“AX > AA “~ é \ € ¢ / 3 ‘ ? ~ 
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év 7@ Aaoviiw > dAocos tiara. péya Kai daov, 
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Kal éyet mAnotov veav “Hpas “Apyodidos.: év 8é 
“~ bd ‘4 > 
TH dace. dwrAcds €orTt péyas kat Pabds, Kat €ore 
4 / é e 
Korn OpaKovTos. mrapUevor TE LEPAL VEVOLLOJLEVaLS 
EY) 3 nw ral 
Huepas Trapiaow és to aAgos ev Tov yepotv 
td é ‘ A’ 3 : Fan’ 
dépovoat pdlav Kat rovs ddladpodvs reAapdar 
7 ¥ 4 3 4 
Karerdnpevet . aye. Sé adras «vOdwpov ent tHVv 
Koitnv Tob SpdKovros mvetua Yeiov, kat amTaiotws 
ah, 4 4 ¢ ~ vw Ss EJ 
mpotact Bdony Kal Hovxf, Womep obv axaddarous 
op@oar Tots opbadots. Kat eayv prev mapbévor 
s \ ¢ 
do, mpooterar Tas tpodas <are>® ayvas 6 
a. , “n 
Spdkwv Kat mpemovoas Caw Oecodidct> et dé ph, 
BS , ~ 
dnacrot ® wévovat, mpoeddtos adrod thy dlopav 
1 Schn: Aaovatvete. 
3 Schn: Aaovauveias. 
4 Freinsheim: évinnoe MSS, Oroe H. 
5 Schn: Aaoviveiw. | 
8 Cobet: xareAnupévas MSS, H. 
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ON ANIMALS, XI. 15-16 


side by side, while the tusk with which it had 
pierced them was seen to be stained with blood. 


16. It seems that one peculiarity of snakes is their 
faculty of divination. At any rate in the town of 
Lavinium,* which is in Latium—it is so named 
after Lavinia the daughter of Latinus at the time 
when he fought as an ally of Aeneas against the 
people called Rutulians and overcame them. And 
Aeneas of Troy, son of Anchises, founded the afore- 
said town; and it might be, in a manner of speak- 
ing, the grandmother of Rome, because it was 
from Rome that Ascanius, the son of Aeneas and 
Creiisa the Trojan, set out to found Alba, and Rome 
was a colony of Alba.—Well, there is a sacred 
grove in Lavinium of wide area and thickly 
planted, and near by is a shrine to Hera of 
Argolis. And in the grove there is a vast and deep 
cavern, and it is the lair of a Serpent. And on 
certain fixed days holy maidens enter the grove 
bearing a barley-cake in their hands and with their 
eyes bandaged. And divine inspiration leads them 
straight to the Serpent’s resting-place, and they 
move forward without stumbling and at a gentle 
pace just as if they saw with their eyes unveiled. 
And if they are virgins, the Serpent accepts the food 
as sacred and as fit for a creature beloved of god. 


Otherwise the food remains untasted, because the 


Serpent already knows and has divined their impurity. 
And ants crumble the cake of the deflowered maid 


2 A. has confused ‘ Lavinium’ and ‘ Lanuvium’; see Prop. 


4,8. 5 ff 





7 <dre> add. Jac. 8 dbavoro. W, H. 
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Kat peparrevpevov. pwpunkes de tiv pdlav ry 
Tis SiaxopyFeions és pupa Katabptbavres, abs 
av evdopa advrots ein, «ira exdépovow e~w tod 
dAcovs, Kalatpovres tov témov. yvuwpileral cre 


€¢ \ A 9 / \ , 1 ‘ce “i 
v0 TOV Eemiywptwv TO mpayOEev, Kal at mapeADobcar 


2 4 \ @& 4 / > ? 
eheyNovTar, Kal 1 ye THY mapleviav atcytvaca Tals 
~ ? / 
Ek TOU vowou KoAdleTat TYLWwpiats. pBaVTLKIY jer 
4 ; 4 >] f ~ 
67 Spaxovrwy av amodyvayst Tov TpdTOVv TobTOY. 


17. Aéyes pev ody “Ounpos yademot dé eo} 
patvecba évapyets. ovKobty éye Tt Kal Spdewy 
0 év Tals aywwTarats Tyas Devdrepov, Kal idety } 
ov AvatTedés abTov. Kat 6 ye Aéyw Towodrov éotw, 
ev Mer7Aeu? rijs Aiydrrrou Spdxwy éotiv iepss ép 
TUpyw, Kal TeTinra. Kat éyet Oepamevras Kal 
dmnperas, Kat KeiTat ot Tpdmela Kal KpaTip. és 
rodrov obv ava Tacav ® Huepay dAdira avadevcav~ 
Tes peéducpatrw «ira amiaci, Kal TH borepaia 
drootpéavres Kevov Tov Kparhpa edpicKovow, 
ovxody Oo mpeopuraros TévdEe TOY tanperov 
yLepov dpyvratov eoxe Dedoacbat tov Spdxovra, 
Kat mapeMav ovos Kal Toujoas Ta eiOopéva da- 
améaTn ** 6 dé aveMbav emi tiv tpanelav 6 
dpaKwy eloTiato. Kal Tas Odpas 6 moAvmpdypwr 
avoi~as (érvye yap Kata Td eifopeva, éemixdeicas) 
podov eipydcaro taxupdv. 6 SpdKwv dé hyavdan- 
THE Kat Gvexapnoey, 6 o€ Sav év emdfer ovv 
T@ eavTod KaKP, yiveras bev EKPPOY, cima O€ 
doa cide Kal ws HoeByoey opodoyyoas, Hv ddwvos, 
eira ov peTa PaKpov mecwv amébavev. 


1 Schn: ctSévat. 
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ON ANIMALS, XI. 16-17 


into small pieces so that they can be carried easily, 
and transport them without the grove, cleansing the 
spot. And the inhabitants get to know what has 
occurred and the maidens who came in are ex- 
amined, and the one who has shamed her virginity 
is punished in accordance with the law. 

This is the way in which I would demonstrate the 
faculty of divination in serpents. 


17. Now Homer says [Jl. 20. 131] ‘ but gods are 
hard to endure when seen clear to view.’ And so 
even a serpent which is honoured by the most sacred 
rites has in it something of the divine, and to look 
upon it is not profitable. And what I mean is this. 
In Metelis,¢ a town of Egypt, there is a sacred 
Serpent in a tower, and it receives honours and has 
ministers and servants, and before it are set a table 
and a bowl. So every day they pour barley into 
this bowl and soak it in honey and milk and then 
depart, returning on the following day to find the 
bowl empty. Now the eldest servant felt a keen 
desire to set eyes upon the Serpent, and coming by 
himself performed the usual duties and withdrew. 
And the Serpent mounted on the table and feasted. 
And this busybody in opening the doors (he had 
closed them as was the custom) made a loud noise. 
The Serpent was indignant and retired, while the 
man who had seen the creature whom he wished to 
see, to his own undoing, went out of his mind, told 
what he had witnessed, and confessed his impious 
deed, became dumb, and shortly afterwards fell 
down dead. 


@ Town in the NW of the Delta. 
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18. "ISia 8¢ dpa raév Cwv Kal rabra eorw. 6 
rads trép Too pn BacxavOjvar Aivov pilav olovel 
mepianrév te pvotkov avalnrycas, b70 Th éTépa 
arépuyt Bicas mepipeper. A€yeras de Kal Ummos * 
Ta otpa ei éemoyelein, 
dopet Cabvyv édy abrov tration * Kara ToD mpoowrrov 
7h Cdvy, wapaxphua e€ovpeiy alpows Kat Tis 
ddvvys mradecOat. OrjAecav dé Umov €s ddpodiota 
hurricacay rdvy ofddpa. rafoa padiws eoTw, ws 
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r@ Spdpart: menoinras 5é of avn Aéyovoa, Kat 
ad Adyes rabra éorw 


xdpns dé év00s Aayydvean mabdov dLKNY, 

Aris ovvaprracbeica Bovxddwy vio 

pdvdpais év inmetaow aypia xept 

Oépos Depic0G EavOov abyévev amo, 
onacbeica ® 8” és Aciwava ® moTapiwy Toray 
i8y oKids eiSwdov dvtavyes TUmT@ * 

xovpais arinws SiarerAuévyns PoByv.° 

det, Kav avouKTippav TIS oiKTEtpelE vw 
arhocoveay aisxuvyow, ofa, patverat 
nevOotoa Kat KAalovoa TH mdpos Popyy. 


a 3 
19. MeAAovons 5é oiktas Katrapépecbat aicby- 
“ a f A ? 
TURKS €xouaw ol Te ev AUTH pvEes KAL PEVTOL Kat 


2 émoyelf. 
4 pain. 


1 Jac: immov. 
8 Jac: wapQévou, -ov. 


384 


A] 
map0évos ® Avcaca jv 





Ley 


LSB ETRY SES EEN IRS I te HS RES NTS GIES SRE SSS ER ASSURE SER | OS ES To SIN 


ON ANIMALS, XI. 18-19 


18. Here are further peculiarities of animals. The 
Peacock in order to escape the influence of the evil 
eye seeks out a root of flax as a kind of natural 
amulet and carries it about packed under one wing. 
And it is said that if a horse suffers from a retention 
of urine, and a maiden strikes him across the face 
with the girdle she is wearing, he immediately stales 
copiously and is relieved of his pain. And when a 
mare shows an altogether frenzied desire to go a- 
horsing it is easy to arrest her, according to Aristotle 
[HA 572 b 7], if one clips the mane on her neck. 
For she feels shame and is no longer skittish and 
drops her wantonness and her constant frisking and 
is downcast at her disgrace. And Sophocles, you 
remember, in his drama of Tyro hints at this. Tyro 
is represented as speaking, and this is what she says 


[.fr. 659 P]: 


‘ But it is my lot to grieve for my hair, even as a 
filly which seized by neatherds in the stables has 
had the yellow harvest reaped from her neck with 
ruthless hand; and haled to the meadow to drink 
of the stream, beholds the mirrored image of her 
reflexion with the hair cropped beneath the shears 
to her dishonour. Alas! even a pitiless heart 
would pity her, cowering in her shame, to see how 
wild are her grief and her tears for her lost hair.’ 


19. When a house is on the verge of ruin the mice 


in it, and the martens also, forestall its collapse and 
5 Grroxelpe. 8 onrdoovea H after GHermann. 
* Pearson: év Aetpave MSS, H, 
8 Pearson: atyacbeio’ td MSS, alxiabeto’ Haupt, H. 
® Brunck: PoPys MSS, H. 
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AELIAN ON ANIMALS, XI. 19 

emigrate. This, you know, is what they say hap- 
pened at Helice,* for when the people of Helice 
treated so impiously the Ionians who had come to 

them, and murdered them at their altar, then it was 

(in the words of Homer [Od. 12. 394]) that “ the gods 
showed forth wonders among them.’ For five days 

before Helice disappeared all the mice and martens 

and snakes and centipedes and beetles and every 

other creature of that kind in the town left in a body 

by the road that leads to Cerynea.” And the people 

of Helice seeing this happening were filled with 
amazement, but were unable to guess the reason. 

But after the aforesaid creatures had departed, an | 
earthquake occurred in the night; the town col- Earthquake 
lapsed ;. an immense wave poured over it, and Helice ** 29° 
disappeared, while ten TLacedaemonian_ vessels _ 
which happened to be at anchor close by were 
destroyed together with the city I speak of. | 
Justice at the same time uses animals as her 
ministers to punish impious men. Witness the case 

of Pantacles the Lacedaemonian ¢ who, after pre- 
venting some of the artists of Dionysus @ who were’ 

on their way to Cythera from passing through 
Sparta, later, when seated upon the Ephor’s throne, 

was torn to pieces by dogs. | 


a A . 
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ovpBarev. eet 5é dvexdpynoe 7a Tmpoetpnucva 
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téa, vikrwp ylverat ceiopds, Kat ovvilaver 7 
; fa f : ¢ .¢ 
mods, Kat émuxAdoavros 7oAA0d Kvpatos 7 “HAiky 
3 f \ b' 4 A 5 : , 3 
Adaviobn, Kat Kara Toxnv AaKedatpoviey tdop- 
podoat* Séxa. vijes cuvarrdAovro TH mpoeipynyery.° 
strain 7 Oh ee ee 
yphrar 5é dua és tiynwplay trav acePav dvdpav 
danpérais tots Coos 7) Aikn. Kat 70 © paprupiov, 
TlovraxaAjs? 6 AaxeSaydvios dvacreiAas dia. Tis 
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¢ In Achaia, about 14 mi. from the Gulf of Corinth... In 
373 B.c. delegates from Ionia came to beg for the statue of 
a) eee ca ae : - Poseidon in Helice or at least for a plan of his temple and 
2 ee hk A - ' ; : altar, and at the very altar they were murdered by the people: 
oe ee 7 of Helice. In the same year the town was destroyed by an 
re sua a nt earthquake. See Frazer on Paus. 8. 24. 6. 
; dpoppoticar TH oA. > Hill-town, a short distance S of Helice. 
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Tpoeipynyiery Gaddoons émxdvoer OAR. . ¢ Pantacles is named as Ephor for the year 407 B.C. in two 
ile resi, Mo PA, a interpolated passages of Xenophon, Hell. 1. 3. 1 and 2. 3. 10. 
GUTOR ES CUED NOS IS 4 Actors and musicians. 7 
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20. "Ev Muxedia "ASpavds €ore modus, ws Aéyer 
Nupdddwpos, Kat ev TH mdédke ravTn “Adpavot 
ves, emiywpiov Saipovos: mavu dé evapyh dyow 
elvat rotrov. Kat raddAAa pev doa sbrep adrod 
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vous! edueviis re da Kal thews, Caddore>?® 
ciaducba: viv Sé exetva cipjoerar. Kvves eiow 
iepoi, Kat olde OeparrevTiipes adrod Kal Aarpevovrés 
ot, drepaipovres TO KaAAOS Tovs Modorrovs Kuvas 
Kal odv rovTw Kal TO péyeDos, xtAtwy od jelous 
Tov apiOudv. odxotvy obror pel jépay pev 
aixdAAovol TE Kat Gatvovat TOUS ES TOV VEWY KAL TO 
dAoos mapiovras, elre elev E€vou etre emtxwpioe 
viKrwp dé Tovs pedovras 7dn Kat opaAAopevous 
KaTa THY 6ddv olde moOpTOv Sikny Kal TyEewover 
pdara edpevds*® dyovor, mponyovuevor és Ta 
oikela éxdoTw,* Kal TOV wev TrapowovvTwY TYLw~ 
piav apxotoay eompatrovrat eumnddor yap Kat 
riv éobira adbrois Katappyyvdoval, Kat owppovi- 
Covow ® és rocotrov attovs: Tots ye pny re- 
pwpevous Awmodureiy SiacTMo. muKpoTaTa. 


21. KoyaAlas 5é dpa Oaddrrios 6 ev TH “Epubpé 
Badan yiwopevos wpatdraros iWety Hv Kat 
wéytaros’ gore pev yap doiwé to Edutpov, exer 
dé xat eAuca® SinvOiopevyy Kat sremouctdApevnv 
dd THs dvoews.? orédavov av eElmois opdy Ex 
twos troAvypoias avOdv SiatAaKevra ®& mpaciwwv 


2 <dAAoTte> add. H. 


1 Seopevous mpdxetpos. 
t ka 
4 éxaorov. 


3 Schn: edyeviss. 
5 Ges: owppovoiory. 
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ON ANIMALS, XI. 20-21 


20. Adranus is a town in Sicily,* according to 
Nymphodorus, and in this town there is a temple to 
Adranus, a local divinity. And they say that he is 
there in very presence. And all that Nymphodorus 
tells of him besides, and how he shows himself and 
how kindly and favourable he is to his suppliants, we 
shall learn some other time. But now I shall give 
the following facts. There are sacred Hounds and 
they are his servants and ministers; they surpass 
Molossians in beauty and in size as well, and there 
are not less than a thousand of them. Now in the 
daytime they welcome and fawn upon visitors to the 
shrine and the grove, whether they be strangers or 
natives. But at night they act as escorts and leaders, 
and with great kindness conduct those who are. 
already drunk and staggering along the road, guiding 
each one to his own house, while those who indulge in. 
tipsy frolics they punish as they deserve, for they 
leap upon them and rip their clothes to pieces and 
chasten them to that extent. But those who are 
bent on highway robbery they tear most savagely. 


Sacred 

Hounds in 
the temple 
of Adranus 


21. There is, it seems, a marine snail which is ree ta Sea 


born in the Red Sea and of great beauty and very 
large. Its shell is purple and its spiral has been 
decorated and made gay by Nature.? You would 
say you were looking at a garland subtly woven of 


@ On the SW slopes of mt Etna. 
® This is the Mitra papalis, Gossen § 20. 


§ ehika pearhy MSS, KaAAorny Jac. 
‘ dvcews xdopq bérepiTTa. 

f 
8 rotkiAws dvaTAaKévra. 
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Kiapwodos KéKAnTrat. TO oTopa dé adra ovviles 
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1 rois 6. 2 Biov tédos. 
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ON ANIMALS, XI. 21-23 


flowers of varied hue, green and golden and ver- 
milion, the colours alternating at equal intervals. 


22. Nature, they say, has caused the Dolphin to 
be in perpetual motion, and for the Dolphin motion 
ends with the end of life. At any rate when in need 
of sleep it rises and floats up to the surface so that 
its whole body is visible, and then goes to sleep. 


Even the Dolphin is not unsleeping or devoid of a. 


share of the god of sleep. At all events when it does 
sleep it sinks into the depths until it touches the 
bottom, and when it reaches it, it wakes on the 
impact with the floor of the sea and rises again. 
And again when overcome by sleep and subdued by. 


the god, down it sinks, and again-when roused by the 


impact as before, up it floats; and it does this time 
after time, being half-way between repose and 
activity, and yet never once does it lapse into 
complete immobility. 


93. In the Red Sea. there occurs a flat-fish shaped The 
like the sole, so they say. Its scales are not very ssh 


rough to the touch; its colour is golden, and from 
head-tip to tail it is marked with black lines. One 
might describe them as tense strings, which is the 
reason why the fish itself is called the ‘ Harper.’ 4. 
Its mouth is compressed and is a deep black and. is 
enclosed in a saffron-coloured ring;. its head is 
variegated, gleaming like gold and with black lines,. 
It has fins like gold, but its tail is black except at the 


The Dolphin 
in perpetual 


motion 


Harper 


* A species of Chactodont, a brightly-coloured fish inhabiting | 


coral-reefs, 
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“~ \ \ ? . -3 “~ / “~ X 
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dteiAnde ypvooedys ypappy. 
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ON ANIMALS, XI. 23-26 


tip, and that is the purest white. And other kinds 
of Harper are said to occur: some are purple all 
over, with golden lines at intervals. They have 
rings the colour of gilliflowers on their head: one 
descends from below the eyes down to the gills, 
another extends from behind the eyes half-way 
down the head, and another encircles the neck like 
a necklace. 


24. The Leopard-fish is native to the Red Sea, the 
according to those who have seen it, and in its colour ae 
and circular markings resembles the leopard of the 
mountains. | 

The Oxyrhynchus, which occurs there, has an the: Oxy- 
elongated mouth, eyes like gold, and white eyelids, tbynchus’ 
There are pale markings on its back, but the fins on 
either side are black, while the dorsal fins are white. 

Its tail is oblong in shape and its colour is green, and 
a streak of gold bisects it. 


25. Ptolemy the Second, also called Philadelphus, Ptolemy 12 
was presented with a young Elephant, and it was Hlephant 
brought up where the Greek language was used, and 
understood those who spoke it. Up to the time of 
this particular animal it was believed that Elephants 
only understood the language spoken by the Indians. 


26. It seems that among brute beasts also Nature The Male 


has put the male above the female. At any rate #2q@Or to 





3 rois d. del. Cobet. 
5 wap €.] mpaérat. 
8 Gron: édadou, and below, édddous. 
7 Schn: dverpady. 


4 Ges: mpopynns, -K7. 
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Spdkwv 6 appyv tov Adfhov Kat rHv bajvyy,} 

6 Sé ddextpuav Kat otros <rov> * Addov Kat Ta 

_ KaéAAaa,® 6 Sé EdAados* ra Kéepara, <rHv>§ 
ye ye es - , 

yairny 6 Adwy, 6 térTiE THY Pwryy. 


27. ‘YadPeous prev tots “Ayatots kat tots Tpwot 


tod modguov 7 Avs “Edévy dact, kai [eépoas . 
\ A e ” e 7] \ Ee 
mpos tods “EAAnvas “Arooca 7 Aapetov yvr7 | 


la / f iW 3 4. 6 i 
mobjoaca Oepamaivas krjcacbar “Arricds,® Kai 
Tob paKpod moAduov Tots “KAAnot ro mivdKvov 76 

4 o~ LA / 4 \ 3 f 
kata Tov Meyapéwv. Mayryras dé kat “Edeoious 
2 Ay, > doe 4 Qi , ‘ 
és moAenov axpls eéfibe, weptorepa dé Xdovas Kat 
"TAupiovs, @nBator 3° <ot>* ev Aiytnrm mpos 


‘P i umep KUVOS TOAEUHoaL Aé 
wpuatovs bmép Kuvos ToAeuHoat A€yovTat. 


28. Aéyet tis Adyos: Ilufoydpyny tov adAnrhy 
dvaoretAa. AvKwY Opunv atAjoavTa cvvTovoy Kal 
yevvaiov abAnua. poidv 8 mAGbos dvéornoe 
Meyapéas, Daondiras 5é odfjKes, oxodAdmevdpar dé 
—“Postrtets. 

1 darqyny Saceiav. — 
3 Rewke: xdd\ea. 


5 <riv> add. Schn. 
? of) add. H. 


2 <rév> add. H. 
4 Ges: édddas. 
8 °Arrixas Kat lddas. 


@ See Hdt. 3. 134. 

> Pericles in 432 B.c. attempted to stop Megara from trading 
in the Aegean, and so starve it into surrender. This was a 
contributory cause of the Peloponnesian war. — 
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ON ANIMALS, XI. 26-28 


the male Dragon has the crest and the beard; and 
the Cock too has the comb and the wattles; and the 
Stag has the horns, the Lion the mane, the male 
Cicada the voice. 


27. The war between the Achaeans and Trojans Small causes 
was caused, they say, by Helen the daughter of ¥,2" 
Zeus; the war of the Persians against the Greeks 
was caused by Atossa the wife of Darius who had 
conceived a desire to obtain Athenian women for 
her service ; * and the long war in Greece ® was due 
to the proclamation directed against the people of 
Megara. The people of Magnesia ° and of Ephesus 
were roused to war by a locust; the people of 
Chaonia ¢ and of Moesia by a dove; and the people 
of Thebes in Egypt are said to have made war 
against the Romans because of a dog.¢ 


28. There is a story that Pythochares the piper Victor and 
repelled an attack of wolves by playing a loud and ™*** 
noble strain on his pipe. And a swarm of flies 
drove out the people of Megara, wasps the people 
of Phaselis,f and centipedes the people of Rhoeteum.s 


¢ Magnesia on the river Maeander rivalled Ephesus in 
importance, but was destroyed by the Ephesians in the middle 
of the 7th cent..B.c. The reference to a locust has not been 
explained. 

@ The Chaones were a powerful tribe in Epirus. The‘ dove’ 
may conceal a reference to the oracle at Dodona, whose 
priestesses were called ‘doves’; ep. Hdt. 2. 57. But of a 
war between the Chaones and their northern neighbours the 
Tllyrians nothing is known. Moesia lay some hundreds of 
miles N of Epirus beyond mt Haemus. 7 

¢ Nothing is known of this. | 

J Town on the E coast of Lycia. 

¢ Town NE of Troy on the Hellespont. 
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29. IlpdBara ayoda év 7H Ilovtw daciv, ev 8€ 
Th Naéw 7H viow Sixoda. 


30. “O pépow <6>1 dps ratrn. ror Soxe? 
} ld B ps ip « > P _ dls s 2 id : 
LKQLOTEPOS civat TOV TreAapyav: ov yap avaéver 
eA f ~ 
ynpacavras tpépew * rods marépas, dA dpa TH 
~ x 3 ~ 
pboat Ta WKUTTEpA TobTO épydlerat.® 


31. “Idtov dé dpa ra&v Cawv Kai éxetvo dyabdr. 
mpovotav adrav ot * Peot rowbvrat, Kal ovre abrdv 
Katadpovodow ovre * unv dAvydpws exovaw. et yap 
Kat aotpet Adyou, adAd yotv avvécews Kal Tis 
Kal’ é€avra codias odk atvye.® émws obv7 Kal 
avTa gtretras Geois epd, Kal ei pa) Todd ex 
ToAA@V, Goa 8 ody amoypyoe.® dip immevs,® 
Anvaios 76 dvopa, immov efyev iSelv ev dpator, 
dpapety b€ wKtorov, tov Sé Oupsv dvSpedrarov- 
Kat ayalov pev ev crais émdei~eor tiv immetay 
Trepiopapeivy TH Sediaypernv, Kaprepicov Sé ev 
avT® TH woreuw, Kat SidEar &Oa Fv xatpos Kal 
dvaywpijcat dmov atrov <> ypela mapexdAe 
mave yevvikdy. odKoby ex TovTwy dmdvrwy 6 pev 
Kha Hv ayadov, 6 bé edkAeéoraTos ev Tots Guorey- 
vols immedow eddKer. 6 Tolvuv tmmos 6 ToLobToS 
THY inmiy dpernv Oarépm toiv édbaduoiv TO 
deEt@ bad Twos TwAnyhs mpoomecovans épav adv- 
vatos Hv. ovKoty 6 Anvatos dpdv éavtot oaXev- 


: ¢6> add. H. _ 2 extpepew. 
Nas epyalera kat gare Stxasdrepos cat evaeBéorepos épviduy 
andvray, 

4 Kal oi. 5 odde. 

8 é€orw aru. 7S ovv. 
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29. They say that the Sheep of Pontus have no The Sheep 


gall-bladder, whereas those on the isle of Naxos have o} Fouts 
two. Naxos 


30. The Bee-eater appears to be more dutiful than The Bee- 
the stork, for this reason: it does not wait for its °° 
parents to grow old before it starts to feed them, 
but does so directly it grows its quill-feathers. 


31. Here is another characteristic of animals and Serapls 
restores & 


a good one. The gods take thought for them, yore’s eye 


neither looking down upon them nor reckoning them 
of small account. For although destitute of reason- 
ing power, at any rate they possess understanding 
and knowledge proportionate to their needs. And I 
will explain how they are beloved of the gods, not 
by many examples taken from a multitude but by a 
sufficient number. 

A cavalry officer of the name of Lenaeus owned a 
horse of fine appearance, very fleet of foot and of 
dauntless spirit; in displays it was good at running 
the course it had been taught; in war itself it was 
capable of endurance; and was quite excellent both 
in pursuit, when occasion arose, and in retreat, where 
necessity called for it. And in consequence of all 
this the horse was a valued possession, and the 
owner was accounted most fortunate by his fellow 
cavalrymen. Now the horse, with the excellent 
qualities I have described, in consequence of a blow 
which it received in its right eye was incapacitated 
for seeing. Accordingly Lenaeus seeing all his 


8 aroxypyce. TocabTa. ® Jac: inneds riv orpatidy. 


10 <tS add. H. 
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ovoay THY maoay eArrida ev TH TOO inmov Tob 
evyevods €xeivov 7a0e, emel 1 Kat 7 donis 7 
armen TOV Aatdv odbadudy ot eokeme TOV pLOVvoY 
opOvrTa, és rod Lapdmos epyerat, Oepamrevja. 2 


>. #f 4 ? a 
Gvdyev Kel pdra dnbes > roy imrmrov, Kal Setrat 


Too Deob ws v7mép adeAgod Twos 4 viod 6 Anvatos 
Tob immov ouxrelpat TOV RET IV, Kal TAUTA GOLKH- 
cavTa ovde ev, elvat yap tor* avOpwrovs odiot 
Kax@v airiovs n Spdoavras Te aoeBés 7 eimdvras 
Tt amdpn pov “trqov O€° édeye “rota prev Geoaviia, 
povos d€ Tis, Pracdnyia oe mis 7 molev; euap- 
TUparo dé Tov Oedv Kat avToS ws ovderramore 
ovdéva oddev GdiKTOas, Kat Oia TADTA, TOV CVOTPATL- 
aorny ot Kat hidov édetro Tis oplaAnias amraArAdéar.® 
6 de ody direpopa ovde ege avAuce TOV ddoyov TE 
Kal apeovov idoaoBae, QV ToOODTOS Geos, Kal 610. 
Tabra oikreipes Kal TOY vooobyTa Kal Tov Seduevov 
virep avTob, Kal didwow tacw py) KaTatovely prev 
Tov odbadpov, mrupidcect 5é adrov aAcaivew pecov~- 
ons Huepas év TH TOD vew mepiBoAw. Kat Tatra 
peev émparreto, éeppwoly O€ TO imma) TO Oupa.. 
Kal O pev Anvatos Xaprory ped, Te fae Cwaypra 
anéQvev, 6 O€ tnzos eoKipra TE Kal 6 edpiatrero 
Kat e€ddxer peilwy Te Kal WpaldTEepos, Kal HV 
patdpos Kat T@ Boye ampocbéwy éexvdpotro, Kat 
HEvrow Kat mpos Tots dvo,Bab.ots kahwdovjevos 
Ewparo t® Ge@ TH owrijpr xaprorypia éxriva, 
niep obv dobever. 


1 éret ta GAda. . Spe, ép 
3 Reiske: ddnbés uss, adding & pes obv tepeiov, del. H. 
4 tiv. 5 dmadAdéat Tov Gedv. 


6 
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ON ANIMALS, XI. 31 


hopes anchored upon the condition of his noble horse 
(the cavalry shield covered the left eye which alone 
could see), went to the temple of Serapis bringing a 
patient of a most unusual kind,—his horse, and, as 
though he were pleading for a brother or a son, 
implored the god for the horse’s sake to have com- 
passion on his suppliant, especially as it had done 
no wrong. For men, he said, may bring misfortune 
upon themselves either by some impious act or 
some blasphemous speech. ‘ But what sacrilege,’ he 
exclaimed, ‘ or what murder has a horse committed, 
and how and by what means has it blasphemed ?’ 
And he called the god to witness that he himself had 
never wronged any man, and for this reason he 
implored the god to relieve his comrade-in-arms and 
friend of its blindness. And the god, although so 
mighty, did not neglect or scorn to heal the dumb 
beast, and therefore took pity both on the sick 
animal and on the man who besought him on its 
behalf, and prescribed a cure, not by fomenting the 
eye but by warming it with vapour baths at midday 
in the temple precinct. So this was done and the 
eye of the horse was restored. And Lenaeus 
sacrificed thank-offerings and donations for its re- 
covery, while the horse pranced and snorted and 
seemed larger and more beautiful and was full of 
joy, and speeding to the altar moved so proudly, and 
as it rolled in front of the steps was seen to be giving 
thanks with all its might to the god who had healed 
it. 
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32, “Ev. GpareAdive 1 6é yewpyos eipyalero ra- 
pov, wa éudureton * KAfjua kadov? re Kat edyeves: 
ela, THY opwiny Karapéepan v dmouKoupotoay aomida 
lepav Kab avipamewv 7 nKioTa eyUpav Aad dvexorpe 

péonv. Kat Thy yhyv Sdiakaivwy TO prev’ obpatov 


Bremen Th tdupm KareAnpevov,* To dé Ttropov 


TO €K Tijs yaotpos €s THv dépynv aviov ETt Eptrov 
Kat TOO AvEpov Tot bia Thy Touhy wemAnpwpéevor, 
extrAnT Tera, Kab exdpwr yevdmevos es TE opny 
poviow Kal ws 7a peddvoro, loxupav expoird. Kat 
pe? huéepay éavTod TE Kal ee _Aoytopod ay 
aKpdronp Kal pévroe Kat vikrwp ® ay Tapapopos, 
Kat €k Tod Aéyous avefdpyvuvTo Kal éAeye THY 
aomio, OLWKELW, Kal WOTTED ov Ooo TL TH Onypare 
av EKTANKTUCOTAT eBoa Kab exdAet ovppaxous, 
KQl pLeVTOL Kal Tis avnpnpevns bm adttod To 
€ldwhov eAeyev 6 opav Bpyodpevov TE Kal amretAoby, 
Kab apohdyet MOTE Kal dedfjxlar, Kal ws wouvaro 
ef av @pwlev 8 Hy Ofjros. eet pevrou i) vooos 
ToOppw Tob xpovov Hv, ot mpoonKovres ot Tov 
avopa €s TOU Lapamos dyovow tKETHY, eal 
ed€ovT0 avaorethas Kab apavioat THS TpoEtpn evs 
TO dopa. oireiper pe oty Tov avopa 6 €0s 
Kat (Grau ws dé aryswpntos odK epee 7 amis 
ELpNTaL KAaL TAVY ye aTOYPwWYTWS. 


33. Tadv de “[véucov dadpov AaBav 6 Tov 
Aiyunticv Baotreds, TAWVOV idely peyworov TE 
Kab wpasdraror, odK aftot ouv Tots _Gyedaious 
Tpedew, Ws oixias dbupya adrov elvat 7) yaorpos 


2 éudurevlj. 


1 Gumédy. 
4 Cobet: KxarecAnupévoy MSS, H. 


3 Kaddv KAjMO. 
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ON ANIMALS, XI. 32-33. 


32. A husbandman was digging a trench in a vine- A sacred 


yard in order to plant some fine, choice cutting, when 
he brought down his mattock upon a sacred Asp that 
had its lair below the soil and was far from hostile to 
man, and without knowing it cut the snake in half. 


And as he was breaking up the soil he caught sight 


of the tail involved in the sand, while the severed 
portion from the belly upwards to the neck was still 
crawling and covered with gore from the cut. He 
was horror-struck, went out of his mind, and passed 
into a state of real madness of the most acute 
description. By day he lost control of himself and 
of his reason; moreover at night he was in a state of 
frenzy, and would leap out of bed saying that the 
Asp was pursuing him, and as though he was on the 
point of being bitten would utter the most horrifying 
cries and shout for help. He would even say that he 
saw the form of the snake which he had slain, angrily 
threatening him; at times he avowed that he had 
been bitten, and it was evident from his groans that 
he was in pain. So.when his affliction had lasted for. 
some time, his relations took him as a suppliant to the 
temple of Serapisand implored the god to remove 
and abolish the phantom of the aforesaid Asp. Well, 
the god took pity on the man and cured him. But I 
have described how the Asp had not to wait for its 
revenge, and a very sufficient revenge too. 


33. The King of Egypt was presented with a A sacred 


Peacock from India, the largest and most magnificent 
of its kind. He was unwilling to keep it along with 
the common flock as a household pet or for eating, 


5 punrds. 5 dum€erv. 
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—ydpw, adda a dvdmret T@ ToAvet Aw, Kpivas dvdOnua 
emagvov T@ Oe@ TOV Opviw TOV TPOELpTLEVOY . epg 
ToOTov ovMapety dowros veavias Kal mavy ye 
mAovovos Kat moujoactat Setmvov: det _ Yarp Th 
yaorpt exapiero Kat €& amdons airias 6 adowrTos 
otros, TO mrouctov Ths Tpodhs Kat TO ovv Kwovvep 
moprobey Kai TO éwvnwevov troAdAOv Tovey 1 
Aatpapyias Kat BdeAupias drrepBoAf Képdos Tyyoupe- 
vos és HOoVviy. prcBov obtv ths DeoovdAlas ad pov 
mporeivel TWh Tov Too Deob GeparrevTypwv, Kat 
dmoyverrar Kab dMov. 6 dé €Amidse Kougiobeis 
paraia, év0a oew Tov opyw avAlopevov Mov 
emrexetpet ovaBetv Kal TO movatep Kopioan, 
Kal €KElvoV psy ovx Opa, peyiorny 8é donde, 
opOnv elde kal ér abrov TeOupeopevny. Kat TO 
pev mparra edeive Kal dramHAev,” eyicetLevou dé 
rob dousrov Kab TOpopLOvTos 6 <uev> | z dampers 
emt TOV TAOV Ader, 6 de dverTe pon 4 aéas Kat 
éauTov Tols mrepots perewpioas Kat apbels Kobpos 
ore émt 7 Tv tepav dévdpwv exdficev ovre en 
d.AAov peréwpov Te Kal dunAov ydpov, GAAG emt TO 
pécov Tob yew,” Kab és avTous aTpenTwS Edpa, 
olov dropaivev OTL apa THS emBovhis THs . Kee) 6 
eKELVOWY KpeirTa TépuKe, Kal ovK corw adrois 
éAety adrov. odKoby emrel pndev qvvoro, Orrep Hv 
mpodovs d.pyvpiov 6 GOWTOS aamyres AaBeiv, 6 dé 
ovK amedidov A€ywv Trovfoat pev Ta €aUTOD TAVTO., 
advvaros dé elvat Yedy Kha wdeAéofar. ola 

1 goAAdv avev V, mroAAod tpd7q@ most MSS. | 

anjAger H. 3 <uev> add. H. 


4 > fa 
apporéepasy. 
5 éni te péaov Tod Beod Tot vew. 
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but attached it to the temple of Zeus Protector of — 
the City, judging the aforesaid bird to bean offering 
worthy of the god. This bird a dissolute youth of 
considerable wealth longed to capture and to make 
a meal of, for he habitually indulged his appetite on 
any and every pretext, and in his extravagant 
gluttony and depravity he regarded variety of food 
and what had been acquired by dangerous means 
and what had been purchased at the cost of immense 
trouble as an accession to his pleasure. Accordingly. 
he offered one of the attendants on the god a sub- 
stantial bribe to commit sacrilege, and promised 
him a further sum besides. And the man elated by 
a vain hope went to the spot where he knew the bird 
lodged and tried to lay hands on it and bring it to 
his rich patron. But the bird he did not see: what 
he did see was a huge asp reared up in anger against 
him. At first he was afraid and made off, but when 
the dissolute man insisted and urged him on, the 
attendant went to get the Peacock. But the bird 
sprang up out of reach and raising itself lightly 
through the air on its wings, settled not upon one of 
the sacred trees nor upon any other lofty and high 
spot but upon the centre of the temple, and surveyed 
them with an unflinching eye as though to show that. 
it was too clever for their designs and that it was not 
to be caught. Accordingly since the attendant had 
accomplished nothing, the dissolute man demanded 
the money, which he had already given, back again ; 
but the other refused, saying that he had carried out 
his orders but was unable to steal what belonged to 
the gods. As was natural, a quarrel arose over the 


tte 


© Ce) add. H. 
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obv «ixds Hv epis darép TovTwy Kat Bor dy, Kal 
jKovov moAAoi: eira dvetow 6 él méow Lepeds, 
Kat epwrd THs ev TH ve@ Gidovixtas tHv drobeow, 
Kat é€déyyovow aAAjAouvs. Kal 6 jeev aAodvotos 
‘dmewais Kat Braodnpias Kat AowWopiass aixiobets 
dmaMAdrrerat Kat dpvibos GAAov KaTramimv oorody 
Kat Gdvvwpevos TOV Biov KaTéoTpepev adyewdraTa,, 
rov 8é danpérny Tov Kakdv ola Sijrov LepdavAov oO 
Tis méAews appoorhs exdAace, TOV dé Gpviy oOUTE 
C@vTa ovre vexpov eedoavro, GAAG éxaTov ws 
Adyos érn SiaBiacas etra jpavioby. 


~ \ ¢ a 
34. Kai éxetvo dé Eouxe TovTm Kat opuodoye. 


Kiscos dvopa Oeparevwv tov Ldpamw iayupas, 
émuBovrevbels bad Tis mpdTepov pev epwpevns 
vorepov dé yapeTis, Kal @a Opews gpaywr, 
@ovvato Kat éavtot Kak@s elye, Kat emidofos 
rebviEcoOat Hv. Seirat dé rob Geos, 6 dé mpocérage 
mpiacba: ptpawav C&oav, Kabetvar de THY xeElpa 
és 76 Cwypetov.t Kal 6 Kiooos meiferat Kat 
Kabinow, 7 dé éudtoa elyeTo, arroommpevyn O€ Kal 
Tv vooov THv €v TH veavia, ovvaméoTacer .” 
danpéeris pev 517) Yeod Oeparetas y pupawa avTyn 
yevoneryn es® axony Thy HueTépav adixeto. 


35. Xpvoeppov dé * emt Népwvos aiua avepodvra 


ld 


- , 7 ¢ 
Kal THKOPEVOY YON, alu TAvpoU TLOVTO, iaCaTO O- 


0 é ~ ef be J 
abvros ovtos feds. e€yw dé Aéyw Tatra, ore €s 
”~ ~ ~ S ¢ . € \ 
Troootrov dpa Ta Cada GeodtAR €or, ws Kat v7r0 
~ ~ > fa é 
trav Oedv cblecOa, Kal owlew éxetvwy Bovdope- 
£ Cebyptov 2 ouvéoracev. 
3 Kat eis. 4 re, 
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affair and presently there was shouting, and many 
people heard the noise. Next, the chief priest 
arrived and enquired what was the reason of this 
wrangling in the temple, and the men began to 
accuse one another. And the rich man, outraged 
by threats, blasphemy, and abuse, took his departure, 
and after swallowing the bone of another bird was in 
pain and died in agonies, while the wicked attendant 
was punished by the governor of the city for sacrilege. 
As for the bird, it was not seen either alive or dead, 
but the story goes that after living for a hundred 
years it disappeared. 


34. The following story too is like the above and 
concurs with it. One Cissus by name, a devoted 


servant of Serapis, was the victim of a plot on the *etpis 


part of a woman whom he had once loved and later ' 
married: he ate some eggs of a snake, which caused 
him pain; he was in a grievous state and in danger 
of death. But he prayed to the god, who bade him 
buy a live Moray and thrust his hand into the 
creature’s tank. Cissus obeyed and thrust in his 
hand. And the Moray fastened on and clung to 
him, but when it was pulled off it pulled away the 
sickness from the young man at the same time. It 
was because this Moray was a minister of the god’s 
healing power that the tale reached my hearing. 


35. And this same god in the days of Nero cured ures 


Chrysermus who was vomiting blood and already 
beginning to waste away, by means of a draught of 
bull’s blood. And I mention these facts because 
animals are so dearly beloved by the gods that their 
lives are saved by them, and when the gods desire, 
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vv ETEpous. dra.p obv Kat BéotAw 1 rov Kpfjra € és 
vooov pbicews eumecovTa efdvrn Too TooovTou 
KaKob dd¢€ 6 0 feds eipydoaro dvetwr Kpe@y yevodpe~ 
vov. Kab mpocerece yevertar at7T@ Kara.” 78 
ovojLo. Tob Cpov" | édaro ‘yap dynoupdpov ot 
TavT NY éoeabau THY Bepameiav Kat tacw. Kal 
dep pev ToUTWY andxpH Kal TAOTA. 


36. "Idta 5€ dpa trav Caowy Kal éxetva® at 
7 


immot €s adppyarnAaciay émiryndedrara.* eivas 
muorevovtar. muvOdvopat dé Tods dvdpas Tovs 
mwrevtixods Aéyewy OTL apa yaipovow im7ot 
Aoutp@ Te Kal ahoupi. OTe d€ Kat wp@ explovTo 
UTr7rob, Unpcovidys ° ev tots tduBors Aéyer. Iépoa 
dé pera THY Kipov payny THY ev Avdig, Kapmdous 
Tots tm7ots ovvTpepovet, To d€0¢ TOV inmwr TO éx 
T&v KapyAlwy és abrods é€anrduevoy éxBaddew 
TELpWpLEvoL TH ovvTpodgia. 


37. Kadetras de oehdxto, 600 dK ‘ENEL Aemi8as: 


ein § 8 dy eae yoyypos vdpey Tpuy@v Bods: 


yaneds: .7 deAdis PadrAawa dokn. ratra dé 
apa, pdve, TOV evddpev Cworoxel. poaNduccos dé 
Kahetrat 6 dca 8 dvdéared éort 9 Kal ein av mroAbmrous 
onmia. ” Trevis aKkadngon. tabrda rot Kat atpwaros 
Gpotpa, Kal omAdyxvev earl. padaxdotpaka Sé 
doTaKol Kapives KapKivot ma&youpot amodverat dé 


i Baduiiy, -ndvp, -€Aty. 2 capa. 

3 éxeiva Aéyerat. 4 émirnSedrepat. 
5 Supwridns MSS, edd. 6 elev MSS. 

7 Lacuna : <acthrn d€> add. Jac. 

8 goa ray evidpwv. - 9% Jac: eto | 
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ON ANIMALS, XI, 35-37 


they save others. It was this god (Serapis) who 
when Basilis the Cretan fell into a wasting disease, 
rid him of this terrible complaint by causing him to 
eat the flesh of an ass. And the result was in 
accordance with the name of the beast, for the god 
said that this treatment and remedy would be of 
ass-istance to him. 
On these topics enough has been said. 


36. Here are further peculiarities of animals. The Horse 


Mares are believed to be most suitable for drawing 
chariots. And I learn that trainers assert that 
horses delight in being washed and anointed. And 
Semonides in his iambics [ fr. 7. 57 D] says that 
horses were even rubbed with perfume. And the 
Persians, since the battle which Cyrus fought in 
Lydia,* keep camels together with their horses, and 
attempt by so doing to rid horses of the fear which 


camels inspire in them. 


37. Fishes that have no scales are called.‘ carti- Various 
for example, the moray, the conger-eel, the animal 
the torpedo, the sting-ray, the horned-ray, the dog- world 


laginous °: 


fish; <‘ cetaceans’), the dolphin, the whale, the 
‘seal; these are the only aquatic creatures that are 
viviparous. ‘Cephalopod mollusca’ is the name 
given to those that have no bones: for example, the 
octopus, the cuttlefish, the squid, the sea-anemone} 
these have no blood and no intestines. ‘Crustacea,’ 
lobsters, prawns, crabs of all kinds; these slough 


® He defeated Croesus, eng of Lydia, 546 B.c. 
’ See 9.6 note c. 





10 gnmia <rebbos> reviis add. Wellmann. 
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2 wévrot. 3 Gudddovra HH. 
4 <at> add. H. 5 Ges: édédas. 
8 <$¢> add. H. 
7 yhv, Sepudmrepos 5€é vuxrepis. 
8 % t 4 1 «7? > f 
S€ ols Kal TO paudos emiKkaprrés. 
9 Reiske: dé ddAnv. 10 of veorrol év. 
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ON ANIMALS, XI. 37-38 


their ‘old age.’ ‘ Testacea,’ oysters, purple shell- 
fish, whelks, trumpet-shells,* sea-urchins, crayfish. 
‘Saw-toothed’ animals are the wolf, the dog, the 
lion, the leopard; these, you know, are carnivorous. 
Incisor-teeth in both jaws are found in man, horses, 
and asses, and these creatures have fat. Animals 
whose upper and lower teeth meet evenly are the 
ox, the sheep, the goat. Animals with projecting 
teeth, the wild boar, the blind-rat; the elephant, 
I maintain, has horns, not teeth. Insects, the wasp, 
the bee; these are even said to have no lungs. 
‘ Amphibians,’ the hippopotamus, the otter, the 
beaver, the crocodile. Scaley creatures, the lizard, 
the salamander, the tortoise, the crocodile, the 
snake; and these also, with the exception of the 
tortoise and the crocodile, slough their ‘ old age.’ 
Animals with uncloven hoofs, the horse, the ass; — 
cloven-hoofed animals, the ox, the stag, the goat, 
the sheep, the pig. Creatures with toes, men and 
dogs. Web-footed and flat-nailed creatures, the 
swan, the goose. Creatures with crooked talons, 
hawks and eagles. J have mentioned elsewhere the 
distinguishing marks of other animals. 


38. It seems that the Egyptian Goose also is 
devoted to its offspring and behaves as partridges 
do. For it also rolls on the ground in front of its 
young and affords its pursuer the hope of catching 
it; meantime the chicks make their escape. And 
when they are some distance away, the parent also 
takes wing and is off. 


@ Krtpvé and ozpdpBos appear to be synonyms for ‘ whelk,’ 
and both were used as conchs or trumpets. 
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39. The Egyptians say that the Hawk while alive The Haws 


and active is beloved of the gods, and when it has_ 
departed this life and shed its body and become a 
disembodied spirit, it prophesies and sends dreams. 
And the Egyptians say that a Hawk with three legs 


once appeared among them, and believers accept the 


statement as sound. 7 


40. The Partridges of Paphlagonia have two hearts, Freaks of 
according to Theophrastus [ fr. 182]. And Theo- meagre 


pompus says that Hares in Bisaltia have each of them 
a double liver. And Apion says—unless he is 
romancing—that the Stags in certain districts have 
four kidneys. And the same writer states that in 
the time of Atothis * son of Menis there appeared a 
Crane with two heads, and that there was prosperity 
in Egypt; and in the reign of another King there 
appeared a bird with four heads, and the Nile over- 
flowed as never before and the fruits were abundant 
and the crops flourished marvellously. Nicocreon 
of Cyprus possessed a Deer with four horns; this he 
gave as an offering at Delphi and wrote beneath it: 


‘ It was thy doing, O son of Leto, mighty archer, 
that Nicocreon captured this four-horned deer.’ 


Moreover there were even Sheep with four horns 
and with three horns in the temple of Zeus, the 
Guardian of the City. And I myself have seen® a 
sacred Ox with five feet which was an offering to this 
god in the great city of Alexandria, in the far-famed 


@ Atothis (or Ath-) was the second king of the First Dynasty, 
fi. c. 3140 B.0.; he built the palace at Memphis, 
» See vol. I, p. xij, note 2. 
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* cuvepydy MSS, dodvepyov Ges. 4 advrn. 
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ON ANIMALS, XI. 40 


grove of the god, where the persea-trees close- 
planted afforded the loveliest shade and coolness. 
And there was a Calf with the colour of wax, and it 
had a foot attached to its shoulder which was super- 
fluous for walking although it was perfectly formed. 
True, these phenomena appear far from conformity 
to nature, but I have reported what I myself have 
seen and heard. 
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